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PREFACE. 



T NOW difcharge my promife, atid complete 
^ my defign of writing the Hiftory of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, both 
in the Weft and thei Eaft. The whole period 
extends from the age of Trajan and the An» 
tonines, to the taking of Conftantinople by 
Mahomet the Second : and includes a review 
of the Crufades, and the ftate of Eome 
during the middle ages. Since the publica- 
tion of the firft* volume, twelve years have 
elapfed ;. twelve years, according to my wifh, 
«* of health, of leifure, and of perfeverance/' 
I may now congratulate my deliverance from 
a long and laborious fervice, and my fatisfac- 
tion will be pure and perfeft, if the public 
favour Ihould be extended to the conclufion 
of my work. 

* Alluding to thQ quarto edition> m which Gze the work wis 
cdginally publiihed. 
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vi PREFACE. 

It was my firft intention to have collected, 
under one view, the numerous authors of 
every age and language, from whom I have 
derived the materials of this hiftory ; and I 
am ftill convinced that the apparent oilenta- 
tion would be more than compenfated by 
real ufe. If I have renounced this idea, if I 
have declined an undertaking which had ob- 
tained the approbation of a mailer-artift *, my 
excufe may be found in the extreme difficulty 
of affigning a proper meafure to fuch a cata- 
logue. A naked lift of names and editions 
would not be fatisfa6lory either to myfelf or 
my readers; the characters of the principal 
Authors of the Roman and Byzantine Hiftory 
have been occafionally conne6led with the 
events which they defcribe; a more cojiieus 
and critical enquiry might indeed deferve, but 
it would demand, an elaborate volume, which 
might fwell by degrees into a general library 
of hiftorical writers. For the prefent I fhall 
content myfelf with renewing my ferious pro* 
teftation, that I have always endeavoured to 
draw from the fountain-head; that my curiofity, 
as well as a fenfe of duty, has always urged me 
to ftudy the originals ; and that, if they have 

* See Dr. Robertfon's preface to his Hiilory of Ameilca. 
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fometimea eluded myfearcli, I have carefully 
marked the fecondary evidence, on VfhcKfo faith 
a paflage or a fedt were reduced to depend. 

I fhall foon revifit the banks of the lake of 
Laufanne, a country which I hive known and 
loved from my early youth. Under a mild 
government, amidft a beauteous landfkip, in a 
life of leifure and independence, and among a 
people of eafy and elegant manners, I har^ 
enjoyed, and may again hope to enjoy, the 
varied pleafures of retirement and fociety. 
But I fhall ever glory in the name and cha* 
radter of an Engliihmim : I am proud of my 
birth in a free and enlightened country ; and 
the approbation of that coantry is the befl and 
mod honourable reward of my labours. Wete 
I ambitious of any other patron than the 
Public, I would infcribe this work to a Statef^ 
man, who, in a long, a ftorrny; and at length 
an unfortunate adminiftration, had many poli* 
tical opponents, almoft without a perfonsd 
enemy : who has retained, in bis fall from 
power, many faithful and diiinterefted friends; 
and who, under the preffure of fevere iiiifir. 
mity, enjoys the lively vigour of his mind^ 
and the felicity of his incomparable temper* 
Lord Nohxh will permit me to exprefs the 

feelinge 
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fedings of friendfliip in the language of truth: 
but even truth and friendfhip fliould be filent, 
if he ftill difpenfed the favours of the crown. 

In a remote folitude, vanity may ilill whilper 
in my ear, that my readers, perhaps, may 
enquire, whether, in the conclufion of the 
prefent work, I am now taking an everlailing 
farewell. They fliall hear all that I. know 
myfelf, all that I could reveal to the mod inti-^ 
mate friend. The motives of a6tion or filence 
are now equally balanced ; nor can I pro- 
nounce in my mod fecret thoughts, on which 
fide the fcale will preponderate. I cannot 
diflemble that* Six ample Quartos mud have 
tried, and may have exhauded, the indulgence 
of the public ; that in the repetition of fimilar 
attempts, a fuccefsful author has much more 
to lofe than he can hope to gain ; that I am 
now defcending into the vale of years ; and 
that the mod refpe6lable of my countrymen, 
the men whom I afpire to imitate, have 
refigned the pen of hidory about the fame 
period of their lives. Yet [ confider that tha 
annals of ancient and modern times may afford 
many rich and intereding fubje6ls ; that I am 
dill poffefled of health and leifure ; that by the 
pra^lic? of writing, fome {kill and facility mud 

be 
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be acquired j and that, in the ardent purfuit of 
truth and knowledge, I am not confcious of de« 
cay. To an a6live mind^ indolence is more pain- 
ful than labour ; and the firft months of my 
liberty will be occupied and amufed in the ex^ 
curfions of curiofity and tafte. By fuch tempb 
tations, I have been fometimes feduced fh>m tlie 
rigid duty even of a pleafing and voluntary 
talk : but my time will now be my own ; and 
in the ufe or abufe of independence, I fltall 
no longer fear my own reproaches or thde of 
my friends* I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee : next fummer and the following winter 
will rapidly pafs away ; and experience only can 
determine whether I (hall (till prefer the free* 
dom and variety of (ludy to the defign and 
compofition of a regular work, which animates,' 
while it con(ines, the daily application of the 
Author. Caprice and accident may influence 
my choice j but the dexterity of felf love will 
contrive to applaud either adlive indudry^ or 
philo(bphic repofe. 

Dowving-Stbseiv 
May ii 1788. 
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P; S. I fliatt embrace thi^ op^^ifwnlty of iiv 
trodttcisg two t)^^/ renp^rkS) which hav^ mot 
<xinvettienliy offered theaJfelve^ to my notice; 
•1, As bftesi as I uf(| tb? d^fini^ii)w.pf ^o;^ thi^ 
Alps, the Rbi»6, tW> IMnub^, &€^ J ge(iei:a})j 
ijbppafib my&lf at Ktomi^y ^().$ifl^e}'.waFd§ ^t Coot- 
ftafitinople ; iv^ithic^u^j/obfer^^^ng;. Mrbet^^er tbis-relair 
tiirsfti gieograpHy inay agree :tvi«h the Icica^j, b}i| 
vanadbile,fitui^ioiiiof the reader^ oc tbe hiftorisim 
lu InpropecnAmei^ of foreign,, arid efpeciiilly of 
Orient^ ovigin, it flioald be al\taf)?s our mmt0 
exprei(& ia o\w Eqgliib.vei^itos)^ a fbutrbfui copy. of 
tii«' origins^ But thisi rujle^i wbic^ i9/f(M^da4ed oti 
» jufb i*egard txii uoif brmity aasd tratb^ muA often 
bereteuxed $ andr tbee^xceptiion^ wtilbe Jifsf^itedof 
Mlatgedf by the. cuftooi: of the language dn4 (b^ 
tofte ofl the interpretei:. Our atpJiabets m«y be 
often defeAive : a barih found, aAurjooiitliifp^llr 
i»g, might] offend tiie car or the eye of our qowpr 
trymen ; and fome words, notoriwfly, cpmipt^^^ 
fixed, and, as it were, naturalized in the vulgar 
tongue. The prophet Mahommedcssai noj broger 
be ftripped of the famous, though improperi ap- 
pellation of Mahomet : the well known cities of 
Aleppo, Damafcus, and Cairo, would almoil be 
loft in the ftrangedefcriptions oliHaleb^Damq/fiky 
and Al Cahira : the titles and oflBices of the Otto- 
14 xnaa 
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man empire are fafhioned by the practice of three 
hundred years ; and we are pleafed to blend the 
three Chinefe monofyllables, Con-furtzee^ in the 
refpeftable name of Confucius, or even to adopt 
the Fortuguefe corruption of Mandarin. But I 
would vary the ufe of Zoroafter and Zerdti/ht^ as 
I drew my informatiou from Greece or Perfia : 
fince our connedlion with India, the genuine Ti* 
Tnour is reftored to the throne of Tamerlane: ouf 
moft corre6t writers have retrenched the Al^ the 
fuperfluous article,from the Koran; and we efcape 
an ambiguous termination, by adopting Mq/lem 
inftead of Mufulman, in the plural number. In 
thefe, and in a thouland escamples, the ihades of 
diilindlion are often minute; and I can feel,where 
I cannot explain^ the motives of my choice. 

%* At the end of the Hiftoiyy the reader will find a General 
Index to the whole Worky which has been drawn up hj a 
peilbn Awgutntly employed m works of this nature* , 
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CHAP. XXXIX* 

ZenoandAnq/iqfittSj Emperors qf the Eqfl.^^Birtk^ 
Educatiany andJirJiEa:ploitsqfTh€odoric the 
OJfrogoth. — His InvaJUm and Conqu^ iffjtahf^ 
— The Gothic Kingdom ofltabf. — State qfthe ' 
Wejl.-^ Military and Civil Govermnent. — The 
Senator Boethius. — Lqft A&$ and Deaffi qf 
Theodoric* 

AFTER the fajl of the Roman Empire in c H A p. 
the Weft, an interval of fifty years, till the ,^^^ 
tnemorable reign of Juftinian, is faintly marked A.D. 
bytheobfcure names and imperfe6t annals of 47^— ^*^ 
Zeno, Anaftafius, and Juftin^ who fucceffively af- 
cended the throne of Conftantinople. During the 
iame period, ItaJy.revived and flouriihed under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 
VOL, VII. B have 
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CHAP, have deferved a flatue among the bell and braveft 
xxx ix^ of the ancient Romans. 

Birth and Theodoric the Oftrogoth, the fourteenth in li- 
education ngal defcent of the royal line of the Amali', was 
doric, horn in the neighbourhood of Vienna* two years 
A. D. after the death of Attila, A recent vi6lory had 
4^5—475- YQ^^QYed the independence of the Oftrogoths; and 
the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and Wi- 
dimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counfels, had feparately pitched their habitations 
^ in the fertile though defolate province of Pannonia. 
The Huns ftill threatened their revolted fubje6ls, 
but their hafty attack was repelled by the fingle 
forces of Walamir, and the news of his vi6lory 
reached the diftant camp of his brother in the 
fame aufpicious moment that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a fon and heir; 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was re- 
lu6tantly yielded by his father to the public in- 
tereft, as the pledge of an alliance which Leo, 
Emperor of the Eafl, had confented to purchafe 
by an annual fubfidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold. The royal hoftage was educated at Con- 
ftantinople with care and tendernefs. His body 

' Jomandes ( de rebus Geticis, c. 13, 14, p. 6 29, 630. edit. Grot.) bas 
drawn the pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the j^n/es or Demi- 
gods, who lived about the time of Domitian. Caffiodorius, the firft who 
celebrates the royal race of the Amali (Variar. viii. 5. ix, 25. x. a. xi. i.), 
reckons the grandfon of Theodoric as the xviith in defcent. Pering- 
fciold (the Swedifh commentator of Cochlceus. Vit. Theodoric. p. 27^, 
&c. Stockholm, 1699,) labours to connedl this genealogy with the legends 
or traditions of his native country, 

' More corredlly on the banks of the lake Pelfo (Niculiedler-fee) near 
Carnuntum, almoft on the fame fpot where Marcus Antoninus cona- 
pofed his meditations (Jomandes^ c. 52. p. 659. Severin. Pannonia 
IMullrata, p, 22* Cellarius. Geogntph, AnUq. toin.i.p.350.) 

was 
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T^^as formed to all the exercifes of war, his mind chap. 
was expanded by the habits of liberal converfa- xxxix.^ 
tion; he frequented thefchools of the mofllkilful 
mafters; but he difdained or negledled the arts of 
Greece, and fo ignorant did he always remain of 
the firft elements of fcience, that a rude mark was 
contrived toreprefent the fignature of the illiterate 
King of Italy K As foon as he had attained the age 
of eighteen, he was reftored to the wiihes of the 
Oftrogoths, whom theEmperor afpired to gain by 
liberality and confidence. Walamir had fallen in 
battle; the youngeft of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of Bar- 
barians, and the whole nation acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocidus 
fubjefts admired the ftrength and ftatue of their 
young prince*; and he foon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated from the valour of his an- 
ceftors. At the head of fix thoufand volunteers 
he fecretly left the camp in quefl; of adventures, 
defcended the Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and foon returned to his father with 
the Ipoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van- 
quifhed and flain. Such triumphs, however, were 

3 The four firft letters of his name (©EGA) were mfcribed on a gold 
platey and when it was fixed on the paper^ the king drew his pen 
through the intervals (Anonym. Valeiian. ad Calcem Amm. Marcellin. 
p. 7»».) This authentic fa<5l, with the teftimony of IVocopius, 6r at 
IcaJft of tlie contemporary Goths (Gothic. L i. c. a. p. 311.), far out- 
vreighs the vague praifes of Ennodius (Sirmond. Opera^ torn. i. p. 1596.) 
and Theophanes (Chronograph, p. iia.)^ 

^ Statura eft quae refignet proceriute regnantem (Ennodius, p. 16 14.). 
The Bi/hop of Pa^aa (I mean the ecclefiaftic >vho wifhed to be a bifliop) 
then proceed* tp celebrate the coixiplexion) eyesi hands, &c. of his fo^ 
vereign. . ' 

B 2 produftive 
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CHAP, produftive only of fame, and the invincible 0& 
^^^ trogoths were reduced t5» Extreme diftrefsbythe 
want of clothing and food/ They unanimoufly 
refolved to defert their Pannonian encampments^ 
and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine court, which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury fo many 
bands of confederate Goths, After proving by 
fome a6ls of hoftility that they could be danger- 
ous, or at leaft troublefome enemies, the Oftro- 
goth» fold at a high price their reconciliation and 
fidelity, accepted a donative of lands and money, 
and were entrufted with the defence of the lower 
Danube, under the command of Theodoric, who 
fucceeded after his father's death to the heredi- 
tary throne of the Amali ^ 
The rcign* An hero, defcended from a race of kings, muft 
^ AJD? ^^ve defpifed the bafe Ifaurian who was invefted 
474— 491* with the Roman purple, without any endowments 
Apr. 9» of mind or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth, or fuperior qualifications. After the failure 
of the Theodofian line, the choice of Pulcheria 
and pf the fenate might be jullified in fome mea- 
fure by the characters of Martian and Leo, but 
the^latter of thefe princes confirmed and difho- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
AQ)ar and his fons, who too rigoroufly exadled 
the debt of gratitude and obedience. Hie. in- 
heritance of Leo and of the Eaft was peaceably 

' The ftate of the Oftrogoths, and the firft years of Theodoric arc 
found in Jornandes(c. 50 — s^» P* ^^9 — ^9^0 '^^ Malchus (Excerpt. 
Legat. p. 78 — 80)1 who erroneoufly ftyles him the fon of Walamir. 

10 devolved 
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devolved on his infant grandfon, the fon of his c HAP. 
daughterAriajiije; and her Ifaurian hufband, the ^^^^"** 
fortunate Trafcalifleu$, exchanged that barbarous 
found for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the deceafe of the elder Leo, he approached with 
unnatural relpeft the throne of his fon, humbly 
received, as a gift, the fecondrank in the empire, 
and foon excited the publicfufpiciononthefudden 
andprematureideath of hisy oung colleague, whofe 
life could no longer promote the fuccefs of his 
ambition. But the palace of Conftantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
paflions: and Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a fentence of 
depofltion againfl the worthlefs and ungrateQjil 
fervant on whom fhe alone had beftowed the fcep- 
tre of the Eaft \ As foon as fhe founded a revolt 
in the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation into 
the mountains of Ifauria, and her brother Bafilif- 
cus, already infamous by his African expedition % 
was unanimoufly proclaimed by the fervile fenate. 
But the reign of the ufurper was fliort and turbu* 
lent. Bafilifcus prefumed to aflafllinate the lover 
of his fifl;er ; he daried t6 offend the lover of his 
wife, the vain and infolent Hatmatius, who^ in 
the midft of Afiatic luxury, affe6ted the drefe, the 
demeanour, and the furname of Achilles '. By 
the cdnlpiracy of the malecontents, Zeno was re- 

* Theophanes (j^. iii.) inferts a copy of her/atredletters to the pro- 
vincQ^: ire cr^pounXnov iS/AETCpov sr^ • • • ^w* cm 'irpoxupna-a>fjtiQ»0»a%\u» 
T^ourKxWi^ocmy &c. Such female pretenfions would have aftoxufhed the 
flaves of the^;^ Calars. 

7 VoLvi. p.aoi — %o4» 

^ Suidasy torn, u p. 3329 $33* edit. Kuiler* 

B 3 called 
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c H A t. called from exile; the armies, the capital, the per^ 
^_. -J^ fon of Bafilifcus, were betrayed; and his whole 
family was condemned to the long agony of cold 
and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who 
wanted courage to encounter or to forgive his 
enemies. The haughty fpirit of Verina was ftill 
' incapable of fubmiffion or repofe. She provoked 
the enmity of a favourite general, embraced his 
caufe as foon as he was difgraced, created a new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raifed an army of 
feventy thoufand men, and perfifled to the laii 
moment of her life in afruitlefs rebellion, which, 
according to the fafliion of the age, had been pre- 
di6fced by Chriflian hermits and Pagan magicians. 
While the Eaft was afflidled by the paflions of Ve- 
rina, her daughter Ariadne was diftinguifhed by 
the female virtues of mildnefs and fidelity ; flie 
followed her hufband in his exile^ and after his re- 
lloration Ihe implored his clemency in favour of 
her mother. On the deceafe of Zeno, Ariadne, 
Of Anaf- the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 
** a!*d emperor, gave her hand and the Imperial title to 
491—518. Anaftafius, an aged domeftic of the palace, who 
Apr. II. furvived his elevation above twenty-feven years, 
^ ' and whofe chara6ler is attefted by the acclama- 
tion of the people, " Reign as you have lived^ !** 

• The contemporary hiftories of Malchu8 and Candidus are loft; but 
fome extnu5b or fragments have been laved by Photius (Ix^ii. Ixxix. 
p. xoo — ioa.),ConftantinePorphyrogenitU8 (Excerpt. Leg. p,78— 97.), 
and in various articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The Chronicle of 
MarcellinuB (Imago Hiftorise) are originals for the reigns of Zeno and 
Anaftafius ; and I muft acknowledge, almoft for the laft time, my 
obligations to the large and accurate coUeAions of Tillemont (Hift, 
des £mp. tom. vL p. 47*"" 6i».)' 

Whatever 
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Whatever fear or affe6lion could beftow, Was c h a P* 
profufely laviftied by Zeno on the King of the ,^^^ 
Oftrogoths ; the rank of patrician and conful, the Service 
command of the Palatine troops, an equeflrian *^*L^^°^* 
ftatue, a treafure in gold and filver of many thou- done, 
fand pounds, the name of fon, and the promife of ^^• 
a rich and honourable wife. As long as Theo- ^^^~^ 
doric condefcended to ferve, he fupported with 
courage and fidelity the caufe of his benefa6lor: 
his rapid march contiributed to the reftoration of 
Zeno; and in the fecond revolt, the Walamirs^ as 
they were called, purfued and preffed the Afiatic 
rebels, till they left an eafy vi6lory to the Imperial 
troops '°. But the faithful iervant was fuddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who fpread 
the flames of war from Conftantinople to the 
Adriatic; many flourifliing cities were reduced 
to afhes, and the agricultureof Thrace was almofl 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
who deprived their captive peafants of the right 
hand that guided the plough". On fuch occa- 
lions, Theodoric fuflained the loud and fpecious 
reproach of difloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in- 
fatiate avarice, which could be only excufed by 
the hard neceflity of his fituation. He reigned^ ^ 

*° In iplis congreflionis tuae foribus ceffit invafor, cum profugo per te 
fceptra redderentur'de fahitse dubitantL Ennodius then proceeds 
(p. 15 96^ 1597* torn. i. Sirmond.) to tranfport his hero (on a flying 
dragon ?) into JEthiopia* beyond the tropic of Cancer. The evidence 
of theiValefian Fragment (p. 717.), Liberatus (Brev. Eutych. c. 15. 
p. 1x8.), and Theophanes (p. \l%>)^ is more fober and rationaL 

" This cruel practice is fpecially imputed to the Triarian Goths» 
lefs barbarousy as it ihould feem» than the Wdlamin : but the fon of 
TheodemiTy is charged with the ruin of many Roman cities (Malchus 
Excerpt. Leg. p. 95.). 

B 4 not 
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CHAP, not as the monarch, but as the minifter of a fero- 
xxxjx. cioils people, whofe Ipirit was unbroken by fla- 
very, and impatient of real or imaginary infults. 
Their poverty was incurable: fince the moft. 
liberal donatives were foon diffipated in wafteful 
luxury, and the moft fertile eftates became bar- 
ren Jn their hands; they delpifed, but they en- 
vied, the laborious provincials ; and when their 
fubfill'ence had' failed, the Oftrogoths embraced 
the idtiiiliiT fefourcfes of war and rapine*. It had 
been Ihe^wiJh of Theodoric (fuch at leaft was bis 
declaration), '!!;o lead a peaceful, obfcure, ob'e* 
dient life, bn the confines of Scythia, till the 
Byzantine court, by fplendid and fallacious pro« 
mifes, feduced him to attack a confederate tribe 
of Goths, who had been engaged in the party of 
Bafilifcus. He marched from his llation in Maefia, 
on the folemn aflurance that before he reached 
Adrianople, he Ihould meet a plentiful convoy 
of provifions, and a reinforcement of eight thou« 
fand horfe and thirty thouiand foot, M'hile the 
legions of Afia were encamped at Heraclea to 
fecond his operations, Thefe meafures were dif« 
appointed by mutual jealouly. As he advanced 
into Thrace, the fonof Theodemir foundan inhofl 
pitable folitude, and his Gothic followers, with 
an heavy train of horfes, of mules, and of wag- 
gons, were betrayed by their guides among the 
rocks and precipices of Mount Sondis, where he 
was afTaulted by the arms and inve6lives of Theo- 
doric the fon of Triarius. From a neighbouring 
height, his artful rival harangued the camp of 
the WaUmirs^ and branded their leader with the 

oppro- 
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oppr0brioiKhntun€t:^.<ih|kl^|^^ of pet- chap. 

jured traitor, theeBdmylof^^^JOod and taation. ^^^r^ 
" Are you ignorant/' ^xdaime^d the .Ttfn of 
Triarius, " that it is th^ cojiftant,j)^Mfy,j^ the 
** Romans to. deftroy the Goths by* ejtch' (tther's 
" fwords ? Are you infenfibl^ that t^ ivi^pr in 
" this unnatursd conteft will be expofecj^ ^and 
" juftly expofed, to their implacable reyetfge ? 
*^ Where are thofe warriors my kinCnp^^n apd thy 
"own, whofe widows now lament fhat their 
" lives were facrificed to thy rafh atnbition? 
"Where is the wealth which thy foldiers pot 
" fefled when they were firft allured from their 
" native homes to inlift under thy ftandard ? 
" Each of them was then mailer of three or four 
" horfes; they now follow thee on foot like 
" flaves, through the defarts of Thrace ; thofe 
" men who were tempted by the hope of meafur- 
" ing gold with a bufhel, thofe brave men who 
" are as free and as noble as thyfelf." A lan- 
guage fo well iuited to the temper of the Goths, 
excited clamour and difcontent ; and the fon of 
Theodemir, apprehenfive of being left alone, 
was compelled to embrace his brethren, and to 
imitate the Example of Roman perfidy ". 

In every ftate of his fortune, the prudence and He underw 
firmnefs of Theodoric were equally conlpicuous ; ^^ ^ 

" Jornandes (c. 56, 57. p. 696.) difplays the fervices of Theodoric» a j^ Jl 
eonf efiei his rewards^ but dilfembles his revolt^ of which fuch curious * 

details have, heea preferved by Malchus (Excerpt. Legat. p. 73—97.) 
MarcellinuS] a domeitic of Jofdniaii) under whofe ivth confulihip (A J>. 
534*) he compofed his Chronicle (Scaliger, Thefaurus Temponuny P, iL 
p. 34-— 57*)^ betrays his prejudice and pafiion : in Grsccian debacchan* 
tern . • • Zenonis munificentid pene pacatus beneficiis • • • nunqiiam iatia* 
tiu,&c. 

whether 
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CHAP, whether he threatened Conflantinople at the 
^^*^*^' head of the confederate Goths, or retreated with 
a faithful band to the mountains and fea-coaft of 
Epirus. At length the accidentia! death of the 
fon of Triarius '^ deftroyed the balance which 
the Romans had beien fo anxious to preferve, 
the whole nation acknowledged the fupremacy 
of the Amali, and the Byzantine court fubfcri- 
bed an ignominious and oppreflive treaty '\ The 
fenate had already declared, that it was neceflary 
to choofe a party among the Goths, fince the 
public was unequal to the fupport of their united 
forces ; a fubfidy of two thoufand pounds of 
gold,' with the ample pay of thirteen thoufand 
men, were required for the lead confiderable of 
their armies'^ ; and the Ifaurians, who guarded 
not the empire but the emperor, enjoyed befides 
the privilege of rapine, an annual penfion of 
five thoufand pounds. The fagacious mind of 
Theodoric foon perceived that he was odious ta 
the Romans, and fufpe^ted by the Barbarians j 
be underilood the popular murmur, that his fub- 
je6ls were expofed in their frozen huts to intole- 
rable hardfhips, while their king was diflblved 
in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented the 
painful alternative of encountering the Goths, as 
the champion, or of leading them to the field ai» 
the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an enterprife 
worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoriq 

*^ As he was riding In his own campy an unruly horfe threw him 
againft the point of a fpear which hung before a tents or was fixed on 
a waggon (Marcellin in Chron. Evagriusy 1. iiL c« 25.). 
'* See Malchus (p« 91.) and Evagrius (1. iii. c* $$•)* 
'^ Malchus, p. 85. In a fingle action, which was decided hj the 
ikill and difcipline of Sabinian^ Tlieodonc could loie 5000 men. 

addrefied 
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addrefled the emperor in the following words : chap. 
*^ Although your fervant is maintained in afflu- ^^j^ 
*' ence by your liberality, gracioufly liften to the 
" wifties of my heart ! Italy, the inheritance of 
" your predeceflbrs, and Rome itfelf the head 
*' and miftrefs of the world, now flu6luate under 
" the violence and oppreffion of Odoacer the 
" mercenary. Dire6l m^, with my national 
*' troops, to march againll the tyrant. If I 
" fall, you will be relieved from an expenfive 
" and troublefome friend : if, with the Divine 
*« permiffion, I fucceed, I fhall govern in your 
•^ name, and to your glory, the Roman fenate, 
** and the part of the republic delivered from 
" flavery by my vi6torious arms/' The pro- 
pofal of Theodoric was accepted, and perhaps, 
had been fuggefted, by the Byzantine court. 
But the forms of the commiflion or grant, ap- 
pear to have been expreffed with a prudent 
ambiguity, which might be explained by the 
event; and it was left doubtful, whether the con- 
queror of Italy ftiould reign as the lieutenant, the 
vafTal, or the ally of the Emperor of the Eaft '\ . 

The reputation both of the leader and of the Hit march, 
war diffufed an univerfal ardour ; the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic fwarms already 
engaged in the fervice, or feated in the provinces 
of the empire; and each bold Barbarian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 
patient to feek, through the moft perilous adven- 

"^ Jornandes (c.57. p. 696, 697.) has abridged the great hiftory of 
Calfiodorius. See, compare^ and reconcile) Procopius (Gothic 1. i. c. i.)» 
the Valefian Fragment (p. 7x8.)i Theophancs (p. Ji3.)> and Marcel- 
linus (in Chron.). 

tures. 
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(i H A P. tures, the poflbflion of fucb enchanting objefits* 
xxxix.^ The inarch of Theodoric muft be confidered as 
the emigration of an entire people ; the wives and 
childem of the Goths, their aged parents, and 
moft precious effedts, were carefully tranfported; 
and fome idea may be formed of the heavy bag- 
gage that now followed the camp, by the lofi of 
two thoufand waggons, which had been fuflained 
in a fingle a6tioh in the war of Epirus. For 
their fubfiftence, the Goths depended on the 
magazines of com which was ground in portable 
mills by the hands of their women ; on the milk 
atid flefh of their flocks and herds ; on the cafual 
produce of the chace, and upon the contribu- 
tions which they might impofe on all who fhould 
prefume to difpute the paflage, or to refufe their 
friendly affiftance. Notwithilanding thefe pre- 
cautions, they were expofed to the danger, and 
almofl to the diftrefs of famine, in a march of 
feven hundred miles, which had been tmder- 
taken in the depth of a rigorous winter. Since 
the fall of the Roman power, Dacia and Pan- 
nonia no longer exhibited the rich proipe£t of 
populous cities, well cultivated fields, and con- 
venient highways : the reign of barbarifm and 
defolation was reilored, and the tribes of Bul- 
garians, Gepidas, and Sarmatians, who had oc- 
cupied the vacant province, were prompted by 
their native fiercenefs, or the felicitations of 
Odoacer, to refifl the progrefs of his enemy. 
In many obfcure though bloody battles, Theo- 
doric fought and vanquifhed ; till at length, fur- 
mounting every obflacle by Odlful condudt and 

perfevering 
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perfeveiingcourage,hede(cendedfromtheJulian chap- 
Alps, and difplayed his invincible banners on the ^^^^^ 
confines of Italy *'. 

Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had The three 
already t)ccupied the advantageous and well- ^^ ®^ 
known poft of the river Sontius near the ruins of AJO.489. 
Aquileia, at the head of a powerful hoft, whofe ^"«' *^* 
independent kings '• or leaders difdained the A-D.490. 
duties of fubordination and the prudence of dc- Auguft. 
lays. No fooner had Theodoric granted a fhort 
repofe and refrelhment to his wearied cavalry, 
than he boldly attacked the fortifications of the 
enemy ; the Oftrogoths ihewed more ardour to 
acquire than the mercenaries to defend, the lands 
of Italy ; and the reward of the firft viftory was 
the poflefBon of the Venetian province as far as 
the walls of Verona. In the neighbourhood of 
that city, on the fteep banks of the rapid Adige, 
he was oppofed by a new army reinforced in its 
numbers, and not impaired in its courage : the 
conteft was more obfi^inate, but the event was 
ftill more decifive; Odoacer fled to Ravenna, 
Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the van* 
quiihed troops faluted their conqueror with loud 
acclstmations of refpe6l and fidelity. But their 
want either of confl;ancy or of faith, foon expofed 
him to the mofi: imminent danger; his vanguard, 
with feveral Gothic counts which had been rafhly 

'7 Theodoric's march is fupplied and illufbated by Ennodius (p. 159S 
-»i6o^}> when the bombaft of the oration b tradlated into the bin- 
^ge <^ common fenfe. 

'• Tot regesy &c. (Ennodius, p. 1602.). We muft recolledl how 
much theroyal title was multiplied and degraded, and that the merce- 
naries of Italy were the fbgments of many tribes and nations* 

entrufted 
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CHAP, entrufted to a deferter, was betrayed and de- 
• ftroyed near Faenza by his double treachery j 
Odoacer again appeared mailer of the field, and 
the invader, ftrongly entrenched in his camp of 
Pavia, was reduced to folicit the aid of a kindred 
nation, the Vifigoths of Gaul. In the courfe of 
this hiftory, the moft voracious appetite for war 
will be abundantly fatiated ; nor can I much 
lament that our dark and imperfe6t materials do 
not afford a more ample narrative of the diflrefs 
of Italy, and of the fierce conflidb, which was 
finally decided by the abilities, experience, and 
valour of the Gothic king. Immediately before 
the battle of Verona, he vifited the tent of his 
mother*^ and fifler, and requefted, that on a daly, 
the mofl illuilrious feftival of his life, they would 
adorn him with the rich garments which they 
had worked with their own hands. " Our glory," 
laid he ^^ is mutual and infeparable. You are 
** known to the world as the mother of Theo- 
** done ; audit becomesme to prove that I ana the 
*« genuine oflfepring of thofe heroes from whom 
** I claim my defcent." The wife or concubine 
of Theodemir was infpired with the fpirit of the 
German piatrons, who efteemed their fon's ho- 
nour far above their fafety ; and it is reported, 
that in a defperate adlion, when Theodoric him- 
felf was hurried along by the torrent of a flying 
crowd, fhe boldly met them at the entrance 

«« See Ennodlus, p. 1603, 1604- Since the orator, in the king's pre- 
fence, could mention and praife his mother, we may conclude that the 
magnanimity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vulgar reproaches of 
concubine and bailard. "^ 
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of the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, chap. 

drove them back on tlie fwords of the enemy". , J^ 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, Hiscapitu- 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conqueft : the ^^^^^ 
Vandal ambafiadors furrendered the ifland of Si- A.D. 493. 
oily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom; and March 5. 
he was accepted as the deliverer of Rome by the 
fenate and people, who had fhut their gates 
againft the flying ufurper *'. Ravenna alone, fe- 
cure in the fortifications of art and nature, ftill 
fuftained a fiege of almoft three years ; and the 
daring Ikllies of Odoacer carried (laughter and 
difmay into the Gothic camp. At length, def- 
titute of provilions and hopelefs of relief, that 
unfortunate monarch yielded to the groans of 
his fubjefts and the clamours of his foldiers. 
A treaty of peace was negociated by the biihop 
of Ravenna ; the Oftrogoths were admitted into 
the city, and the hoflile kings confented, under 
the fandtion of an oath, to rule with equal and 
undivided authority the provinces of Italy. The 
event of fuch an agreement may be eafily fore- 
feen. After fome days had been devoted to the 
femblance of joy and friendftiip, Odoacer, in the 
naidft of a folemn banquet, was ftabbed by the 
hand, or at lead by the command, of his rival. 
Secret and efte6tual orders had been previoufly 

" This anecdote is related on the modem but refpe^lable authority 
of Sigonius (op* torn. i. p. 580. De Occident. Imp. 1. xv.) : his words 
are curious—" Would you return ?" &c. She prefented, and almoft 
difplayed the original recefs. 

" Hift. Mifcell. 1. xv. a Roman hiftoiy from Janus to the 19th cen- 
' turyy an Epitome of Eutropius^ Paulus Diaconusy and Theophanesy 
which Muratori has publiihed from a MS. in the Ambroiian library 
(Script. Reruxa Italicarumy torn* i' p« joo.). 

dif- 
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c H A t^. difpatched; the faithlefs and rapacious merce^ 
xxxix.^ naries, at the fame moment, and without refift«# 
ance, were univerfally maflacred ; and the roy- 
alty of Theodoric was proclaimed by the Goths, 
with the tardy, relu6lant, ambiguous confent of 
the Emperor of the Eaft* The defign of a con- 
ipiracy was imputed, according to the ufual 
forms, to the proflrate tyrant ; but his innocence 
and the guilt of his conqueror '% are fufficiendy 
proved by the advantageous treaty which Jbrce 
would not fincerely have granted, nor weakne/i 
have ralhly infringed. The jealoufy of power, and 
the mifchi^fs of difcord, may fugged a more de-* 
cent apology, and a fentence lefs rigorous may be 
pronounced againfl a crime which was neceflary 
to introduce into Italy a generation of public feli- 
ReiMi of ^^*y* '^^ living author of this felicity was auda- 
Theodonc cioufly praifed in his own prefence by iacred and 
}^ f profane orators*'; but hiftory (in his time flie was 
a.d!493. mute and inglorious) has not left any juft repre- 
^^^•"" fentation of the events which dilplayed, or of the 
Aug. 30! defeats which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric*^ 

One 

»' Procopius (Gothic. L L c. i.) approves himfelf an impartial fceptic ; 
(poun • • • ioXs^ rpnrw cxTfivF. Cafliodorius (in Chron.) and Ennodius 
(p. x6o4«) are loyal and credttlousy and the teftimony of the Vakfian 
Fragment (p. 718.) may juftify their belief. Marcellinus fpits the 
venom of a Greek fubje^-— peijuriiB illedlus^ interfe^ufque eft (ii» 
Chron.). 

' Tbe fonorous and fervile oration of Enliodius was pronounced at 
Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 or 508 (Sirmond^ t(»n. i. p. x6X5*)> 
Two or three years afterwards^ the orator was rewarded with the biihop* 
rick of Pavia» which he held till his death in the year 521. (Dupin. B3>- 
liot: Ecdes. torn. v. p. iz — 14. See Saxii Onomafticonf tom«iL 
p. I a.) 

** Our beft materiab are occaiional hints from IVocopius and die 
Valelian FrAgmenti whi9li was difcover^ hf Sinacmd, and is pab- 

Uflied 
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One record of his fame, the volume of public chap, 
epiilles compofed by Caffiodorius in the royal ^xx3m>^ 
name is ftill extant, and has obtained more im- 
plicit credit than it feems to deferve*^ They 
exhibit the forms, rather than the fubftance, of 
his government; and we ihould vainly fearch for 
the pure and fpontaneous fentiments of the Bar- 
barian a^lidll the declamation and learning of k 
ibphift, the wiflies of a Roman fenator, the prece* 
dents of office, and the vague profeffions, which, 
in every court and on every occafion, compofe 
the language of difcreet miniflers. The reputa- 
tion of Theodoric may repofe with more confi- 
dence on the vifible peace and profperity of a 
reign of thirty-three years; the unanimous efteem 
of his own times, and the memory of his wifdom 
and courage, his juftice and humanity, which was 
deeply imprefled on the minds of the Goths and 
Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Pirtitioa 
Theodoric affigned the third part to his foldiers, 
is honourably arraigned as the fole injuftice of his 
life. And even this a6l may be fairly juftified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conqueH, 
the true Intereft of the Italians, and the facred 

lifhed at the end of Ammlanus Marcellinus. The author's name is. un- 
known^ and his ftyle is barbarous ; but in his various fadls he exhibits 
the Imowledgey without the palfionsy of a contemporary. The pre* 
fident Montefquieu had formed the plan of an WStmcy of Theodpric» 
which at a di&mce might appear a rich and intere'fiing fubjeA. ^ 
'* The belt edition of the Fanarum Libri xii. is that of Joh. Garre- 
tius (Rotomagiy 16799 in Opp. Cafliodon % vol. in fed.); but thejr 
deferved and required fuch an editor as the Marquis Scipio Maffeiy who 
diought of publiihing them at Verona. The Barbara EUganza (as it is 
ingenioufly named by Tirabbfchi) is never fimplei and feldom peri^i'* 

CUOUS. ' ' V 

VOL., VII. c duty 
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CHA P, duty of fubfifting a whole people, who, on th^ 
2^^ faith of his promifes, had tranfported themfelves 
into a diftant land **. Under the reign of Theo- 
doric, and in the happy climate of Italy, the 
Goths foon multiplied to a formidable hoft of two 
hundred thoufand men*% and the whole amount ^ 
of their families may be computed by the ordi- 
nary addition of women and children. Their 
invafion of property, a part of which muft have 
been already vacant, was dilguifed by the gene- 
rous but improper name of hojpitality ; thefe un- 
welcome guefts were irregularly difperfed over 
the face of Italy, and the lot of each Barbarian 
was adequate to his birth and office, the number 
of his followers, and the ruftic wealth which he 
pofTefled in flaves and cattle. The diftinfilions of 
noble and plebeian were-acknowledged^*; but the 
lands of every freeman were exempt from taxes, 
and he enjoyed the ineftimable privilege of being 
fubje6l only to the laws of his country* \ Falhion, 
and even convenience, foon perfuaded the con- 
querors to affume the more elegant drefs of the 
natives, but they ftill perfifted in the ufe of their 
mother-tongue ; and their contempt for the Latin 
fchools was applauded by Theodoric himfelf, who 

* Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c. u Variarum, ii. Maffei (Verona lUuftrata, 
p. i. p. aa8.) exaggerates the injuftice of the Goths, whom he hated as 
an Italian noble. The plebeian Muratori crouches under their oppreiiion. 

'^ Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. 4. ai. Ennodius defcribes (p.i6ia, 
1613.) the military arts and increafing numbers of the Goths. 

*"" When Theodoric gave his fiiler to the king of the Vandals, fhe 
fwled for Africa with a guard of 1000 noble Goths, each of whom 
was attended by five armed followers (Ptocop. Vandal. I. L c. 8.). 
The Gothic nobility muft have been as numerous as brave* 

^ See the acknowledgment of Gothic liberty. Var. v. 30. 

10 gratified 
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gratified their prejudices, or his own, by declar- chap 
ing, that the child who had trembled at a rod, ^^^ ^ 
would never dare to look upon a fword'"*. Diftrefs 
might fometimes provoke the indigent Roman to 
afTume the ferocious manners which were infen- 
fibly relinquiihed by the rich and luxurious Bar- 
barian^' : but thefe mutual converfions were not 
encouraged by the policy of a monarch who per- 
petuated the feparation of the Italians and Goths ; Sepank> 
referving the former for the arts of peace, and ^^^ *j^® 
the latter for the fervice of war. To accomplifli Italians. 
this defign, he ftudied to prote6l his induflrious 
fubje6ls, and to moderate the violence without 
enervating the valour of his foldiers, who were 
maintained for the public defence. They held 
their lands and benefices as a military flipend at 
the found of the trumpet, they were prepared to 
march under the condu6l of their provincial of- 
ficers ; and the whole extent of Italy was diftri- 
buted into the feveral quarters of a.well-regulated 
camp. The fervice of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed by choice or by rotation ; 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recompenfed 
by an increafe of pay and occafional donatives- 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions, 
that empire muft be acquired and defended by the 

^° Procopiusy Goth. 1. i. c. a. The Roman boys learnt the language 
(Var. viii. 21.) of the Goths. Their general ignorance is not deftroyed 
by the exceptions of Amalafuntha, a female* who might ftudy without 
fhame, or of Theodatu8> whofe learning provoked the indignation and 
contempt of his countrymen. 

^' A faying of Theodoric Was founded on experience 1 <* Romanus 
^ mifer imitatur Gothum; etutilis f dives J Gqthus imitatur Roma- 
num." (See the Fragment and Notes of Valefius, p. 719.) 

q 2 fame 
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CHAP, fame arts. After his example, they drove to excel 
v_. -^- _j in the ufe, not only of the lance and fword, the 
inftruments of their vidlories, but of the miffile 
weapon's, which they were two much inclined to 
neglect; and the lively image of war was difplay- 
ed in the daily exercife and annual reviews of 
the Gothic cavalry. A firm though gentle dit 
cipline impofed the habits of modefty, obediencci 
' and temperence; and the Goths were inftru6led 

to fpare the people, to reverence the laws, to un- 
derftand the duties of civil fociety, and to dif- 
claim the barbarous licence of judicial combat 
and private revenge^*. 
Foreign Among the Barbarians of the Weft, the vi6lory 

The^ric. ^f Theodoric had fpread a general alarm. But as 
foon as it appeared that he was fatisfied with con- 
queft and defirous of peace, terror was changed 
into refpe6l, and they fubmitted to a powerful me- 
diation, which was uniformly employed for the 
beft purpofes of reconciling their quarrels and ci- 
vilizing their manners". The ambafladors who re- 
forted to Ravenna from the moft diftant countries 
of Europe, admired his wifdom, magnificence^^ 



3* "The •new of the nulitary eftabliihment of the Goths in Italy, is col- 
leAed from the EpifUes of Cafliodorius (Var. i. 24. 40. iii. 3. 24* 48* 
iv. 13, 14. V. 26, 27- Tiii. 3, 4. 25.). They are illuibrated by the learned 
Mascou (Hift. of the Germans) 1. xi. 40^44. Annotation xiv.). 

?^ See the cleaniefs and vigour of his negodations in Ennodius 
(p. i6o7.)» and Cafliodorius (Var. iii. i, 2, 3, 4- iv. 13* v. 43> 44-)» who 
gives the different ftyks of fiiendihipy counfeU expoftulation, &c* 

'* Even of his table (Var. vi. 9.) and palace (vii. 5.). The admira* 
tion of firangers b reprefented as the moft rational mQ.tive.to jufiify thefe 
vsun expencesa and to ftimulate the diligence of the ofltten to whom 
lihofe provinces were entruiled« 

and 
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land courteiy ; and if he fometimes accepted either chap. 

• XXXIX* 

ilaves or arms, white horfes or ftrange animals, ^_ -^— ^ 
the gift of a fun-dial, a water-clock, or a mufi- 
.cian^ admpniihed even the princes of Gaul, of the 
fuperior art and induftry of hi$ Italian fubje£ls. 
His domeftic alliances", a wife, two daughters, a 
filler, and a neice, united the family of Theodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the Vifigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians, 
and contributed to maintain the harmony, or at 
leaft thebalance, of the great republic of the Weft'^ 
It is difficult in the dark forefls of Germany and 
Poland to purfue the emigrations of the Heruli, a 
fierce people who difdained the ufe of armour, and 
who condemned their widows and aged parents 
not to furvive the lofs of their huibands, or the de- 
cay of their fl;rength". The king of thefe favage 
warriors folicited thefriendfhip of Theodoric, and 
was elevated to the rank of his fon, according to 
the barbaric rites of a military adoption'®. From 

^ See the public and private alliances of die Gotlnc roonarcK, with 
the Burgundians (Var. i. 45. 46.)^ with the Franks (iu 4o.)» with the 
Thuringians (iv. i.)^ and with the Vandals (v. i.). Each of thefe 
epiftles affords fome curious knowledge of the policy and manners of 
the Baibarians. 

^ His political fyilem may be obierved in Caffiodorius (Var. iv. 
Lix. u), Jornandes (c. 58. p. 6989 699.)» and the Valefian Fragment 
(p. 720y 7SX.). Peace, honourable peace^ was the confbnt aim of 
Theod^jric 

^ The curious reader may contemplate the Heruli of Procopius 
Goth. L iL c. 14.)^ and the patient reader may plunge into the dark and 
nunute refearches of M» de Buat (Hift. des Peuples Anciensy torn, ix* 

P-348— 396.> 

^^ Variarum* iv. z. The fpirit and forms of this martial inititution 
are noticed by Caifiodorius ; but he feems to have only tranflated the fen- 
timents of the Gothic king into the language of Roman eloquence. 

. . c 3 the 
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CHAP, the fliores of the Baltic, the uSIftians or Livoniara 
' laid their oflferingsofnativeamber^^ at the feet of 
a prince, whofe fame had excited them to under- 
take an unknown anddangerous journey of fifteen 
hundred miles. With the country^ from whence 
the Gothic natioo derived their origin, he main- 
tained afrequent andfriendly correfpondence ; the 
Italians were clothed in the rich fables^* of Swe?- 
den; and one of its fovereigns, after a voluntary or 
relu6lant abdication, found an hofpitable retreat 
in the palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over 
one of the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated 
a fmall portion of the great ifland or peninfula of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation of 
Thule has beenfometimes applied. That northern 
region was peopled, or had b^en explored, as high 
as the fixty-eighth degree of latitude, where the 
natives of the polar circle enjoy and lofe the pre-? 
fence of the fun at each fummer and winter fol- 



^' Caffiodorius, who quotes Tacitus to the iEfHansy the unlettered 
favages of the Baltic (Var. v. a.)> defcribes the amber for which 
their fliores have ever been famous, as the gum of a tree, hardened by 
the fun, and purified and wafted by the waves« When that fingular 
fubilance is analyfed by the chemifb, it yields a vegetable oil and ja 
mineral acid. 

^® Scaniia, or Thule, is defcribed by Jomandes (c. 3. p. 610—613.) 
and Procopius (Goth. 1. ii.,c. 15.). Neither the Goth nor the Greek had 
vilked the country: both had converfed with the natives in their exile 
at Ravenna or Conllantinople. 

"♦" Sapherinas pelles. In the time of Jomandes, they inhabited Sw 
thansi the proper Sweden; but that beautiful race of animals has gra^ 
dually been driven into the eaftem parts of Siberia. See BufTon 
(Hift.Nat. torn. xiii. p. 309 — ^n. quarto edition) j Pennant (Syftem 
of Quadrupeds, vol. i. p. 3aa — 318.); Gmelin (Hift. Gen. de? 
Voyages, tom. xviii. p. 257, 258.) j and Levefque (Hifl. de Ruf!ie> 
torn. V. ?• 165, 166. 5i4> JiJ*)* 

^ ftice 
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ftice during ao equal period of forty days ♦*. The c H A p.^ 
long night of his abfence or death was the xmx^ 
mournful leafon of diftrefs and anxiety, till the 
noeflengers who had been fent to the mountain 
tops, defcribed the firft rays of returning light, 
and proclaimed to the plain below the feftival 
of his refurreftion^'. 

The life of Theodoric reprefents the rare Hitdefcn* 
and meritorious example of a Barbarian, who five wsm. 
iheathed his fword in the pride of vi6tory and 
the vigour of his age. A reign of three and 
thirty years was confecrated to the duties of 
civil government, and the hoililities in which 
he was fometimes involved, were fpeedily ter« 
minated by the conduct of his lieutenants, the 
difcipline of his troops, the arms of his allies, 
and even by the terror of his name. He re- 
duced, under a ilrong and regular government, 
the unprofitable countries of Rhsetia, Noricum, 
Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the fource of 
the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians^, 

to 

^ In the fyftem or k*omance of M* Bailly (Lettres fur les Sciences et 
fur i'Atlantidey torn. i. p. 249 — a56« torn. ii. p. 1 14 — 139.)> the phoenix 
of the Edday and the annual death and revival of Adonis and Ofiris, are 
the allegorical fymbols of the abfence and return of the fun in the 
Arctic regions. This ingenious writer is a worthy difciple of the great 
Buffon i nor is it eafy for the cddeft reafon to withftand the magic of 
their philofbphy. 

*♦' *Avm TE &v^Teui if /Ltiytr»i rw Eoprav e^h fays Procopius. At prftf 
ient a rude Manicheifm (generous enough) prevails among the Samo- 
yedes in Greenland and in Lapland (Hift. des Voyages, torn, xviiu 
p. 508, 509. torn. xix. p. 105, 106. 527, i a8.) ; yet, according to Gro- 
tius, Samojutae coelum atque aftra adorant, numina haud aliis iniqulora; 
(de Rebus Bel^cis, 1. iv. p. 338. folio edition): a fentence which Tacitus 
would not have difowned* 

*' See the Hift des Peuples Ancicns, &c tom.ix. p. 255 — »73- 396 
— 50X. TheCouQtdeBiutwasFrenchminifierattliecourtof Bavaria; 

c 4 aliberal. 
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c HA P. to the petty kingdom erected by the Gepidse on 
XXXIX. the ruins of Sirmium. His prudence could not 
lafely entruil the bulwark of Italy to fuch feeble 
and turbulent neighbours ; and his juflice might 
claim the lands which they opprefled, either as 
a part of his kingdom, or as the inheritance of 
his father. The greatnefs of a fervant who was 
named perfidious becaufe he was fuccefsful, 
awakened the jfealoufy of the Emperor Anaftafius ; 
and a war was kindled on the Dacian frontier, 
by the prote6lion which the Gothic King, in the 
vicifiitude of human affairs, had granted to one 
of the defcendants of Attila. Sabinian, a gene- 
ral illuftrious by his own and father's merit, 
advanced at the head of ten thoufand Romans ; 
and the provifions and arms, which filled a lon^ 
train of waggons, were difl;ributed to the fierceft 
of the Bulgarian tribes. But, in the fields of 
Margus, the eaftem powers were defeated by 
the inferior forces of the Goths and Huns ; the 
flower and even the hope of the Roman armies 
was irretrievably deftroyed ; and fuch was the 
temperance with which Theodoric had infpired 
his vi6lorious troops, that as their leader had 
not given the fignal of pillage, the rich ipoils 
Bu naval of the enemy lay untouched at their feet^*. Ex- 
^^™^ afperated by this difgrace, the Byzantine court 
jld! so9^ dilpatched two hundred Ihips and eight thoufand 

a liberal curiofity prompted his inquiries mto the antiquities of the coun-> 
tryy and that curio&ty was the germ of twelve refpe^ble volumes. 

*^ See the Gothic tranfa^Uons on the Danube and in niyricumy in Jor- 
nandes (€.58. p*699.)^ Ennodius (p. 2607— i6io.)b Marcellinus (in 
Chron. p*44. 47» A^*}f and Calfiodorius (in Chron. and Var. iiL 13. 50* 
iv. 13. vii. 4. %4. viiL 9, xo, xi. ax. ix. 8; 9.). 

men 
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men to plunder the fea-coaft of Calabria and chap. 
Apulia ; they aflaulted the ancient city of Tar 
rentum, interrupted the trade and agriculture 
of an happy country, and failed back to the 
Helleipont, proud of their piratical victory over 
a people whom they^ilill prefumed to confider as 
their Roman brethren ^*. Their retreat was pof- 
fibly hailened by the aftivity of Theodoric ; 
Italy was covered by a fleet of a thoufand light 
veffels^ which he conftru6i:ed with incredible, 
difpatch ; and his firm moderation was foon re* 
Varded by a folid and honourable peace. He 
maintained with a powerful hand the balance of 
the Wefl:, till it was at length overthrown by 
the ambition of Clovis ; and although unable ta 
affifl his ra(h and unfortunate kinfman the King 
of the Vifigoths, he faved the remains of his 
family and people, and checked the Franks in 
the midfl; of their vi6lorious career. I am not 
defirous to prolong or repeat^ this narrative 
of military events, the leail interefting of the 
reign of Theodoric ; and ihall be content to 
add, that the Alemanni were prote6ted ^, that 

^ ^ I cannot forbear tranfcribing the liberal and claific ftyle of Count 
l^arcelUnus: Romanus comes domefiicorumy et Rnfticus cornea schola- 
riorum cum centum armatis navibus, totidemque dromonibusy odto 
millia militum armatorum fecum ferentibus^ ad devaitanda Italise lit- 
tora proceflerunty et ufque ad Tarentum antiquifiimam civitatem ag- 
greffi funt ; remenfoque man inhonefiam vidloriam quam piratico aufu 
Romani ex Romanis rapuerunt, Anaflafio Csefari reportarunt (in Chron. 
p. 48.)- See Variar* u i6. ii. 38. 

*' See the royal orders and inftrudUons (Var. iv. 15. v. 16- — ao.)t 
Thefe armed boats fhould be ^M finaller than the thoufand veilels o£ 
Agamemnon at the fiege of Troy. 

^ VoL vi. p. 330— 337« 

^ Ennodius (p. i6zo.) and Caffiodorius, in the royal name (Var. ii* 
4i*)> record his lalutary protection of the Alemanni. 

. an 
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CHAP, an inroad of the Burgundians was feverely chaf^ 
^^^^^^^- tifed, and that the conqueft of Aries and Mar* 
feilles opened a free communication with the 
Vifigoths, who revered him both, as their na« 
tionalproteftor, and as the guardian of his grands 
child, the infant fon of Alaric. Under this re* 
ipedtable charafter, the King of Italy reftored 
the prastorian praefe6lure of the Gauls, reformed 
fome abufes in the civil government of Spain^ 
and accepted the annual tribute and apparent 
fubmiffion of its military governor, who wifely * 
refufed to trull his perfon in the palace of 
Ravenna *"*. The Gothic fovereignty was efta^ 
bliflied from Sicily to the Danube, from Sirmium 
or Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean; and the 
Greeks themfelves have acknowledged that 
Theodoric reigned over the faireft portion of 
the weftern empire ^\ 
Civil go- The union of the Goths and Romans might 
vernment |^g^yg Gxed for ages the tranfient happinefs of 
cording to Italy; and the firft of nations, a new people of 
Ae Roman f^^Q fubjefils and enlightened foldiers, might have 
gradually arifen from the mutual emulation of 
their refpe6live virtues. But the fublime merit 
of guiding or feconding fuch a revolution, was 
not referved for the reign of Theodoric ; he 
wanted either the genius or the opportunities of 

*' The Gothic tranfa<5lions in Gaul and Spain are reprefented with 
fome perplexity in Cafliodorius (Var. iii. 3a. 38. 41. 43, 44. v. 39.)^ 
Jornandes (c. 58. p. 6989 6g^»)9 and Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. la.). I 
will neither hear nor reconcile the long and contradixSlory arguments 
of the Abbe Dubos and the Count de Buaty about the wars of Bur- 
gundy. 

I' Theophanes; p. 1J3. 

ale^ 
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a legiflator ^* ; and while he indidged the Goths chap. 
in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he fervilely 
copied the inftitudons, and even the abufes^ of 
the political fyftem which had been framed by 
Conftantine and his fucceflbrs* From a tender 
regard to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the 
Barbarian declined the name, the purple, and 
the diadem of the emperors ; but he aflumed^ 
under the hereditary title of King, the whole 
fubftance and plenitude of imperial preroga* 
tive ". His addrefles to the eaftern throne 
were refpeftful and ambiguous; he celebrated in 
pompous ftyle the harmony of the two republics, 
applauded his own government as the perfeft 
fimilitude of a fole and undivided empire, and 
claimed above the Kings of the earth the fame 
pre-eminence which he modeftly allowed to the 
perfon or rank of Anaftafius. The alliance of 
the Eail and Weft was annually declared by 
the unanimous choice of two confuls ; but it 
ihould feem that the Italian candidate who 
was named by Theodoric, accepted a formal 
confirmation from the fovereign of Conftanti- 
nople^^ The Gothic palace of Ravenna re- 

5 ' Procopius affirms that no laws whatfoever were proviulgated by 
Theodoric and the fucceeding Kings of Italy. (Goth. 1. ii. c. 6.) He 
mufl mean in the Gothic langus^e. A Latin edidl of Theodoric is itiU 
extanty in one hundred and fifty four articles. 

^^ The image of Theodoric is engravad on his coins : his modeft fuc* 
ceflbrs were fatisfied with adding their own name to the head of the 
yeigning Emperor (MuratoriAntiquitat. Italise Medii JEviy tom.ii.diiIert. 
xzyii. p*5 77 — 579* Giannone Iftoria Civile di Napoli, tom. i. p. x66*). 

^^ The alliance of the Emperor and the King of Italy are reprefented 
by Caifiodorius (Var. i. x. ii. i, i, 3. vi. i.)and PhKopius (Goth. 1. ii. 
c. 6. 1. ill. c. ai.)y who celebrate the fiiendihip of Anafiaiius and Theo« 
doric : but the figurative ftyle of compliment was interpreted in a very 
different fenfe at Conftantinople and Ravenna* 

flefited 
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CHAP, flefiled the image of the court of Theodofius or 
xx3ax.^ Valentinian. The praetorian praefeft, thepragfefit 
of Rome, the quaeftor, the mafler of the offices^ 
^ith the public and patrimonial treafurers, whofe 
fundlions are painted in gaudy Colours by the rhe- 
toric of CaffiodoriuSy ftill continued to a6l as the 
minifters of ftate. And the fubordinate care of 
juftice and the revenue was delegated to feven 
confulars, three corre6lors, and five prefidents, 
3vho governed the fifteen regions of Italy, ac- 
cording to the principles and even the forms of 
Roman jurifprudence." The violence of the 
ponquerors was abated or eluded by the flow 
.artifice of judicial proceedings; the civil admini- 
ilration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians; and the people fl:illpre- 
ferved their drefs and language, their laws and 
cufloms, their perfonal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the object 
of Auguftus to conceal the introdu6lion of mo- 
narchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to diC. 
guife the reign of a Barbarian'^ If his fubjefts 

" To the xvii provinces of the Notitia, Paul VlTamefrid the deacon 
(DeReb. Longobard. 1. ii. c. i4-^a2.) has fubjoined an xviiith> theAp- 
penine (Muratori Script. Rerum Italicarumy torn. i. p. 431—- 43>). But 
df thefe Sardinia and Corfica were poflefled by the Vandals^ and the two 
Rhaetiasi as well as the Cottian Alps^ feem to have been abandoned to 
a military government. The ftate of the four provinces that now form 
the kingdom of Naples, is laboured by Giannone (tom. i. p. 17a. 178.) 
with patriotic diligence. 

** See the Gothic hiftory of Procopius (1. i. c. i. 1. ii. c. 6.), the Epif- 
tles of Caffiodorius (paifim» but efpecially the vth and vith books, which 
contain Utitformulay or patents of offices), and the Civil Hiftory of Gi- 
annon^ (tom. i. 1. ii. iii.). The Gothic counts, which he places in every 
Italian city, are annihilated, however, by Maffei (Verona Illuftrata, p. i. 
1. viii. p. aay.); for thofe of Syracufe and Naples (Var, ^n* ai, %z*) 
were ^cial and temporary commiifions. 

were 
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•were fbmetimes awakened from this pleafing chap. 
vifion of a Roman government, they derived ^^ ^_ , _^ 
more fubftantial comfort from the chara£ter of a 
Gothic prince, who had penetration to difcem, 
and firmnefs to purfue, his own and the public 
intereft. Theodoric loved the virtues which he 
poflefled, and the talents of which he was defti- 
tute. Liberius was promoted to the office of 
praetorian praefedt for his unfhaken fidelity to the 
unfortunate caufe of Odoacer. The minifters of 
Theodoric, Caffiodorius" and Boethius, have re- 
flected on his reign the luftre of their genius and 
learning. More prudent or more fortunate than 
his colleague, Cafliodorius preferved his own 
efteem without forfeiting the royal favour ; and 
after paifing thirty years in the honours of the 
world, he was blefled with an equal term of re- 
pofe in the devout and (ludious folitude of 
Squillace* 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in- Profperity 
tereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the ^ ^^^ 
affections of the fenate ^' and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by fonorous epithets and 
formal profeflions of refpedl, which had been 
more juftly applied to the merit and authority of 

>7 Two Italians of the name of Cai&odoriusy the father (Var. i. 24.40.) 
and the fon (ix« 24, %s»)% were fucceflively employed in the adminif- 
tration of Theodoric. The fon was bom in the year 479; his various 
cpiftles as qii«ftor> mailer of the offices^ and praetorian pr«fedl» extend 
£n>m 5P9 to 539^ and he lived as a monk about thirty years. (Tira^ 
bofchi Storia deUa Letteratura Italiana, torn. iiL p. 7 — 24. Fabricius, 
Bibliot. Lat. Med. JCvi, tom. i. p. ^^ 7, 35 8. edit Manfi. 

^ See his regard for the fenate in Cochlceus (Vit. Theod. viii« 
p. 7a — 80.). 

their 
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CHAP, their aticeftors- The people enjoyed without feaif 
xxxix^ ^j. danger, the three bleflings of a capital, order^ 
plenty, and public amufements. A vifible dimi- 
nution of their numbers may be found even in the 
meafure of liberality ^^j yet Apulia, Calabria, and 
Sicily, poured their tribute of corn into the gra- 
naries of Rome ; an allowance of bread and meat 
was diflributed to the indigent citizens ; and 
every office was deemed honourable which wa» 
confecrated to th^ care of their health and hap- 
pinefs. The public games, fuch as a Greek am* 
baflador might politely applaud, exhibited a 
faint and feeble copy of the magnificence of the 
Csefars : yet the mufical, the gymnaflic, and th6 
pantomime arts, had not totally funk in oblivion ; 
the wild beads of Africa ilill exercifed in the am- 
phitheatre the courage and dexterity of the 
hunters; and the indulgent Goth either pa- 
tiently tolerated or gently reftrained the blue 
and green fa6tions, whofe contefts fo often filled 
the circus with clamour and even with blood^. 
Vifit of Iq the feventh year of his peaceful reign, Theo- 
A.D.5^! doric vifited the old capital of the world; the 
fenate and people advanced in folemn proceflion 
to falute a fecond Trajan, a new Valentinian ; 
and he nobly fupported that chara6ler by the 

'^ No more than iao>ooo moMh or four thoufand quarters (Anonym. 
Valefian. p. 721. and Var.i. ss^ vi. 18. xi. 5. 39.). 

*** See his regard and indulgence for the fpeiftacles of the circus^ the 
amphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epiftles of Caffio- 
dorius (Var. i. 20. 27. 30, 31, 3a. iii. 51* iv. 51* illuftrated by the xivth 
Annotation of Mafcou's Hiftory), who has contrived to fprinkle the fub- 
jcA with oftenUtious, though agreeable learning. 

aflurance 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 1 

affiirance of a jufl and legal governmenf", in a chap. 
difcourfe which he waa not afraid to pronounce 
in public, and to infcribe on a tablet of brafs. 
Home, in this auguft ceremony, {hot a lail ray 
of declining glory; and a faint, the fpe6lator of 
this pompous fcene, could only hope in his pious 
fancy, that it was excelled by the celeftial fplen- 
dour of the new Jerufalem***. During a refidence 
of fix months, the fame, the perfon, and the cour- 
teous demeanour of the Gothic king, excited the 
admiration of the Romans, and he contemplated, 
with equal curiofity and furprife, the monuments 
that remained of their ancient greatnefs. He 
imprinted the footfteps of a conqueror on the 
Capitoline hill, and frankly confeffed that each 
day he viewed with frelh wonder the forum of 
Trajan and his lofty column. The theatre of 
Pompey appeared, even in its decay, as a huge 
mountain artificially hollowed and poliflied, and 
adorned by human induftry ; and he vaguely 
computed, that a river of gold mufl: have been 
drained to ereft the coloflal amphitheatre of 
Titus'^^ From the mouths of fourteen aque- 
ducts, a pure and copious ftream was diffufed 

^' Anonym. Vales, p. 7ai. Marius Aventicenfis in Chron. In the 
fcak of public and perfonal merit» the Gothic conqueror is at leaft as 
mudi abp*ve Valentinian^ as he may feem inferior to Trajan, 

^* Vit. Fu^entil in Baron. Annal. Eccles. A. D. 5oo> No, lo. 

^^ Cainodorius defcribes in his pompous ftyle the forum of Trajan 
(Var. viL 6.)» the theatre of Marcellus (iv. ji*)* and the amphitheatre 
of Titus (v. 4%,); and his defcriptions are not unworthy of the reader's 
perufid. According to the modern prices, the Abbe Barthelemy com« 
putes that the brick-work and mafonry of the Colifeum would now coil 
twenty millions of French livres (Mem. de I'Academie des Infcrip- 
tbns, torn* xssvA» p» s^S* 5^*)- How fmall a part of that ftupendous 
Ubncl 
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CHAP, into every part of the city ; among thefe tKe 
xxxix, ciaudian water, which arofe at the diilance of 
thirty-eight miles in the Sabine mountains, was 
conveyed along a gentle though conftant decli- 
vity of folid arches, till it defcended on the fum- 
mit of the Aventine hill. The long and fpaciou9 
vaults which had been conftrudted for the pur- 
pofe of common fewers, fubfifted after twelve 
centuries, in their priiline ftrength ; and the fub- 
terraneous channels have been preferred to all the 
yifible wonders of Rdme*^ The Gothic kings, 
fo injurioufly accufed of the ruin of antiquity, 
were anxious to preferve the monuments of the 
nation whom they had fubdued^^ The royal 
edifts were framed to prevent the abufes, the ne** 
'gle6t^ or tfie depredations of the citizens them- 
felves ; and a profefled architeft, the annual funi 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
fand tiles, and the receipt of cufloms from the 
Lucrine port, were affigned for the ordinary re- 
pairs of the walls and pubhc edifices. A fimilar 
care was extended to the fi:atues of metal or mar- 
ble of men or animals. The Q)irit of the horfes, 
which have given a modern name to the Quirinal, 
was applauded by the Barbarians^; the brazen 

elephants 

** For the aqueduAs and cloacse» fee Strabo (1. v. p. 36o.)>.PIiny 
(Hift. Nat. xxxvi. 24-)» CafBodorius (Var. iii. 30, 31. id. 6.)i Frocopius 
(Goth. 1. i. c I9.)i and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. 5x4 — s^*-)* How 
fuch works could be executed by a King of Rome^ is yet a problem. 

^' For the Gothic care of the buildings and ftatuesy fee CaiSodorius 
(Var. L ax. a5.iL 34. iv. 30. vii. 6. 13. 15 ), and the Valefian Fragment 

•' Var. vii. 15. Thefe horfes of Monte-Cavallo had been trani$>oited 
from Alexandria to the baths of Conilantine (Nardiniy p. x88.). Theur 
fculpture is difdained by the Abbe Dubos (Refleziont fur la Poefie et 

i^ fiir 
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ftlephants of ttfe Via Jacra were diligently i^e- C H A l^i 
ftored *' } the famous heifer of Myf on deceived ^^~^ 
thecattle, as they were driven through th€ 
foruin of p6*ce*' ; and an olB^er was cheated td 
prote6l thofe works of art, which Theodoric con-i 
fid«red as the nobleft ornaoient of his kingdom* 

After the exaifa{ile of tHelaft emperoi^s, Theo- Ffcuri/k- 
dtmd preferred thei^dence of Ravennai where ^i^. 
he cultivated an otthard with his own hands^< 
As oiften as the peace of his kingdom was threat** 
ened (for it was nfcver invaded) by the Barbae 
rians, he removed his court to Verona '® on the 
Itortheril frontier, ahd the image of his palace^ 
ftill extant, on a coin^ reprefentsf the oldeft and 
moft authentic model of Gothic architefture* 
Thefe two capitals^ as well as Pavia, Spoleto, 
Naples, and the reft of the Italian cities, ac- 
qt^ired under his reign the ufeful or fplendid de«* 
corations of ch urches, aqueducts, baths, porticoes^ 
and palaces ^^ But the happineft of the fubje^ 

fur la Peinture,tbm.i. fe<SUon 39.), and admired by Winkelitiin (Hiil* 
de I'Art, torn. u. p. 159.). 

*7 Var, X, 10. They were probably a fragment of fome triuniplial 
car (Cuper de Elephantis^ ii. io»). 

** Procopius (troch. 1. Iv. c. ai.) relates a foolifli ftoTy of Myron*s 
tew^-^^hich i« eelcbrated by the falfe wit of thirty-lix Greek epigramt 
(Anthdog. Liv. p. 30a — 30(5. edit. Hen. Steph. Aufon. Epigram*' 
Iviii — ^bcviii.). 

*5 See. an EpigrSttA of Ennodius (ii. 3. p. 1893, 1894.) on this garden 
and the royal gardener. 

^° Efig affedlion for thsft city is proved by the epithet of « Veronal 
WOi' 4ad' ^ legetid of the hero ; under the. barbarous name of i)ie- 
tinirh .of Bern (Peringfciold ad Cochloeum, p. aiio.), MaiFei traces him 
with ^knowledge and pleafure in his native country (Uix. p. 236 — 2$6.y 

"JSee Maif^i, Verona Illuftmta,part i. p. 231, a3a. 308, &c. He im^ 
ptt^ Gothic (irckiteiSbire, like the corruption of language, writings &c. 
iitM €0 the BarbaHahty but* ta the Italians themfelves. Compasrtf hid 
lentiments with thofe of Tirabofghi (torn. iii. p. 6i»y 

VOL. vn* D Was 
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CHAP, was more traly confpicuous in the buiy fcene of 
^^^ labour and luxury, in the rapid mcreafe and 
bold enjoyittent of national wealth* From the 
fliades of Tibur and Pra&nefte, the Roman feha* 
torsr ftill retired in the winter-fealbn to the warm 
fiin^ and falubrious iprings of Baise ; and their 
villas, which advanced on folid moles into the 
bay of Naples, commanded the various profpe£fc 
of the iky, the earth, and the water. On the 
eaftern fide of the Hadriatic, a new Campania 
was formed in the fair and fruitful province of 
Iflria, which communicated with the palace of 
Ravenna by an ealy navigation of one hundred 
miles. The rich produdtions of Lucania and the 
adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Mar- 
cilian fountain, in a populous fair annually dedi- 
cated to trade, intemperance, and fuperflition. 
In the folitude of Comum, which had once been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a tranC 
parent bafon above fixty miles in length ftill re« 
fleeted the rural feats which encompafled the 
margin of the Larian lake; and the gradual 
afcent of the hiI14 was covered by a triple planta- 
tion of olives, of vines, and of chefnut trees'*. 
Agriculture revived under the fhadow of peace, 
and the number of hufbandmen was multiplied 
by the redemption of captives '^ The iron mines 

7' The villas^ climate» and landikipbf Baise (Var.ix. 6. SeeCluver. 
Italia Antiq. l.iv. c. a. p. 11199 &c.), Iftria (Var. xiL aa. a6.), and Co- 
mum (Var.xi. 14. compare with Pliny's two villas, ix. y,), areag^ree^ 
^bly painted in the EpiiUes of Caffiodorius. 

^^ In Liguria numeroia agricolarum progenies (£nno(£us, p. 167S9 
Z679, i68o,). St. Epiphanius of Pavia redeemed by prayer or ranfom 
6000 captives from the Burgundians of Lyons and Savoy* Such deeds 
are the beft of miracles. 

of 
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of Dalmatia, a gold inin6 in Bruttium, were chap. 
carefully explored, and the Pomptine marflies^ xxxnc. 
as well as thoie of Spoleto, were drained and 
cultivated by private undertakers, whofe diilant 
reward mufl depend on the continuance of the 
public profyerity '♦♦ Whenever the feafons were 
lefs propitious, the doubtful precautions of form* 
ing magazines of corn, fixing the price, and pro* 
hibiting the exportation, attefted at lead the 
benevolence of the ilate; but fuch was the 
extraordinary plenty which an induilrious peo-^ 
pie produced 0:om a grateful foil, that a gallon 
of wine was fometimes fold in Italy for lefs than 
three farthings, and a quarter of wheat at about 
five ihillings and fix pence '*. A country pot 
fefled of fo many valuable objeAs of exchange 
foon attra£ted the merchants of the world, whofe 
beneficial trafiSc was encouraged and protefted 
by the liberal fpirit of Theodoric. The free 
intercourfe of the provinces by land and water 
was reflored and extended ; the city gates were 
never fliut either by day or by night ; and the 
common laying, that a purfe of gold might be 
lafely left in the fields, was expreflive of the 
confcious fecurity of the inhabitants. 

'* The political ceconomy of Theodcxric (fee Anonym. Vales, p. 711. 
and CaffiodcMTiusy in Chron.) may be d]fBn<5Uy traced under the follo^wing 
head»: iron mine (Var. iii. 13.); gold mine (ix. 3.); Pomptine marlhes 
(ii« 3^9 330> Spoleto (ii. 21.); com (i. 34* x. 279 28. xi. ii> X2.); trade 
(yi. 7. 9. 23.) 5 fair of Leucothoe or St. Cyprian in Lucania (viii. 33.); 
plenty (xiL 4.) ; tkft curfus, or public pijA (i. 29. ii. 31. iv. 47. v. 5. 
yi. 6. viL 33.) ; the Flaminian way (xii. 18.). 

''^ LX modii tritici in folidum ipfius tempore fuerunt^ et vinum xxx. 
^mphoras in folidum (Fragment. Vales.). Com was diftributed from 
the granaries at xv or xxv modii for a piece of gold» and the price 
was ilill modenlKk 
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CHAP. -^ difference of religion ia al^waya perniciow 

xxxiX. and often fatal to the harmony of the prince and 

Theodoric people J the Gothic conqueror had been, edju- 

an Arun. cated in th^ profeffion of Arianifm^ and Italy wa?^ 

devoutly attached to the Nicene faitbi But the 

perfuafion of Theodoric was not infe6ted ,by 

zeal ; and he piou% adhered to the herefy of 

hid fathers; without condefcending to balance 

the fubtile arguments of theok^cal metaphyfic$¥ 

Satisfied with the private toleration of his Arian 

fedtaries, he juftly conceived himfelf to be the 

guardian of the public worfhip, and his* external: 

reverence for a fuperftition which he deipifed 

may have nouriflied in his; mind, the falutary 

indifference of a ftatefinan or pbilofopher*. The 

Catholics of hisdominions acknowledged, per- 

hTs toiera^ ^^^ ^^^^ rcluftance, the peace of the church > 

tionof the their clergy, according to the degrees of rank 

^ ^ ^* or merit, were . honourably entertained in the 

palace of Theodoric > he efteeiped the living 

fan6lity of Caefarius^^ and Epiphanius", the^ 

orthodox Biihops of Aries and Pavia ;. land pre- 

fented a decent offeripg on the tom^b of St Peter, 

without any fcrupulou^ inqjuiry into the creed 

of £lie apoftle^^ Hig, favourite Goths-, and even 

7*^ See tjie life of St. Caefariusin Baronias (AJ&. ^08, No. r«, 13, i4*). 
The Kin^ prefented him with 300 gold folidi, and a difcus of filver c^ 
the weight of ^xty poundfl. 

^^ Ennodius in vit. St. Epiphanii, in Sirmond Op. tom.L p« i67«— -* 
1699. Theodoric bellowed fome important favours on iii& biftcipy 
whom he ufed as a counfellor in peace and war. 

''* Devotiffimus ac fi Catholicus (Anonym. Vales, p. 72<5.)r yet his of" 
* fering was no more than two filver candlefticks (cerojlrata) of the weight 

of feventy pounds, far inferior to the gold and gems of Conftantinopfe 
and France (Anaftafios ia Vit« Pont, in Hormifdai p. 34, edit. Pans^ 

hia 
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his mother, were permitted to retain or em^ chap, 
brace the Athanafian ftiith, and his long reign n™7^ 
could not afibrd the example of an Italian Ca.* 
tholic, who, either from choice or compulfion, 
had deviated into the religion of the conqueror % 
The people, atid the Barbarians then)felves, were 
edified by the pomp and order of religious wor. 
Slip ; the magiftrates were inflru6t;ed to defend 
the jull immunities of ecclefiaftical perfons and 
pofieflions; the bilhdps held their fynods, the 
metropolitans exercifed their jurifdi6lion, and 
the privileges of fan^tuary were maintained or 
moderated according to the fpirit of the Roman 
jurifprudence*°. With theprote6tion, Theodorie 
sfllimed the legal fupremacy of the church ; and 
his firm adminiftration reilored or extended 
fonie ufeful prerogaitives which had been ne* 
gleAed by the feeble emperors of the Weft. He 
was not ignorant .<)f the dignity and importance 
of the Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable 
nametyf Pope was now appropriated. The peace 
or the revolt of It^ly might depend on the cha* 
ra6ter of a wealthy and popular biihc^, who 
claimed fuch ampie dominion both in heavei^ 
and earth ; who hdd been declared in a numeroQ$ 

^ The tolerating fyftem of his reign (E^nodius, p. x6ia* Anonym^. 
Vales, p. 7I9« Procop. Goth. 1. i. c. 1. 1. ii. c. 6. may be ftudied in thf 
EpifBes of Caffiodoritidy under the following heads : hijhops (Var. i. 9. 
fin. 15. 24. xi. 23.); immunities (i. a6. ii. 29, 30.) ; church lands 
pT. 17. ac); fanStuctries (ii. I'l. iii. 47.); church plate (xii. 20.); dif» 
cipUne (iv. 44.) ; wfudi prove at the fame time that he was the head 
«f dbe dhurdh as well as of the ftate. 

** Wc may rejed a foolifli tale of his beheading a Catholic deacon 
who turned Arian (Theodor. LeAor. No. 17.). Why is Theodorie 
fomamed Afcr ? From Fa/er ? (Vales, ad loc.) A light conje<aure. 

D 3 fynod 
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CHAP, fynod to be pure from all fin, and exempt from 
^^^ , all judgment ". When the chair of StPeter was 
difputed by Symmachus and Laurence, they ap* 
peared at his fUmmons before the tribunal of an 
Arian monarch, and he confirmed the eledlion 
of the moft worthy or the moft obfequious can- 
didate. At the end of his life, in a moment of 
jealoufy and refentment, he prevented the choice 
of th^ Romans, by nominating a pope in the 
palace of Ravenna. The danger and furious 
conteils of a fchifm were mildly reftrained, and 
the laft decree of the fenate was ena6led to ex* 
tinguifh, if it were poflible, the fcandalous ve* 
nality of the papal eleftions **• 

I have defcanted with pleafure on the fortu* 
nate condition of Italy ; but our fancy mud not 
Vices of haftily conceive that the golden age of the poets, 
ywnment. » racc of men without vice or mifery, was reaU 
ifed under the Gothic conqueft. The fair profit 
pedl was fometimes overcaft with clouds ; the 
wifdom of Theodoric might be deceived, his 
power might be refifted, and the declining age of 
the monarch was fullied with popular hatred and 
patrician blood. In the firft infolence of vic- 
tory, he had been tempted to deprive the whole 
party of Odoacer of the civil and even the na- 

*' £imodiu«9 p. i62|» 162a. X636. 1638* His libell was approved 
and regiftered (fynodaUter) by a Romaii council (Baroniusy A«D. 503* 
No. 6. Francifcus Pagi in Breviar. Pont. Rom. tonui. p. 24a.). 

•' See Caffiodorius (Var. viii. 15. ix. 15, i6.)> Anafiafius (in Sym- 
niachoy p. 31.)^ and the xviith Annotation of Maicou. Baroniusy I^igiy 
and moft of the Cathotic dodlorsy confefs^ with an angry growU thi^ 
Oothic ufurpatiom 
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tural rights of fociety ": a tax unfeafbnably im- CHAP . 

XXXIX. 

pofed after the calamities of war, would have ._ -^_ j 
crufhed the rifing agriculture of Liguria ; a rigid 
pre-emption of corn, which was intended for the 
public relief, mud have aggravated the diflrefs 
of Campania. Thefe dangerous projefts were 
defeated by the virtue and eloquence of Epi- 
phanius and Boetfaius, who, in the prefence of 
Theodoric himfelf, fuccefsfully pleaded the caufe 
of the people '*: but if the royal ear was open to 
the voice of truth, a faint and a philofopher^are 
not always to be found at the ear of kings. The 
privileges of rank, or ofEce, or favour, were too 
frequently abufed by Italian fraud and Gothic '^ 
violence, and the avarice of the king's nephew 
was publicly expofed, at firft by the ufurpation^ 
and afterwards by the refUtution of the eftates 
which he had unjuftly extorted from his Tufcan 
neighbours. Two hundred thoufand Barbarians, 
formidable even to their mailer, were feated in 
the heart of Italy ; they indignantly fupported 
the reftraints of peace and difcipline ; the dis- 
orders of their march were always felt and fome- 
times compenfated ; and where it was dangerous 
to punifii, it might be prudent to diflemble, the 

*^ He difabled them — a licentm teftandi ; and all Italy mourned— a- 
DMQtabili juftkia. I wifli to believe^ that thefe penalties were enabled 
againft the rebels who had violated their oath of allegiance; but the 
tdUmony of Ennodius (p. x67^<— 1678») is the more weighty^ as he 
lived and died under the reign of Theodoric 

^ Ennodius* in Vit* £pi{^ban. p. Z6S99 1690. Boethius de Confok^ 
tlone PhilofophiiBf )• i. pitxC iv, p. 45, 469 47* Refpe^y but weigh the 
paffions of the laint and the (enator ; and fortify or alleviate their com;- 
pfadutt by the various hints of Caffiodorius (iL 8. iy« z^* viii. 5.). 

p 4 fallies 
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g H A P. fallies of their native fiercenefs; When th^ ior 
x^jx^ diligence 9f Theo4oric had remitted two-third^^ 
of the Ligurian tribute, he condefcended to ex- 
plain the difficulties of his iituation, and to lar 
jnent the heavy though inevitable bqrdens wbicb 
he impofed on his fubje6ls for their own defence^S 
Thefe ungrateful fubjedis could pevcr l^e jcoJ'- 
dially reconciled to the origin, the religion, or 
jBven the virtues of the Gothic conqueror j pad 
palaniities were forgotten, s^nd the fenfe or fuf» 
picion of injuries was rendered ftill more exq^ui* 
fite by the prefent felicity of the times. 
^l*d^^'^' Even the religious toleration which Theodorip 
perfecute had the glory of introducing into the Chriftian 
die catho- world, was painful and offenfive to the orthodox 
^' zeal of the Italians. They refpefted tl>e ^^rm^^d 
hiprefy of the Goths j but their pious rage w*» 
fafely pointed againft the rich and d^enceleft 
Jews, who had formpd their eftablifliments at 
JJaples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the fanftion of the 
)aws^^ Their perfons were infulted, their effe^9 
were pillaged, and their iynagogu^s were burnt 
by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, in« 
flamed, as it ihould feem, by the moft frivolou3 
or extravagant pretences. The government 
y^hich could neglefl; would have deferved fuch 
an outrage. A legal enquiry was inftantly di* 
j:e6led } and as the authors of the tumult ba4 

"' iQunanium expenfanim pondps • . • ]^ ipfonim fajute^ &c.; yet 
t|iefe are no more than words* 

' ^ The Jews were fettled at'^aples (Procopiup, Gotfu J. i. c. 8.> at 
•fienoa (Var. il a8. iv, 33.}, Milan (v. ^y.), ^x3m (iv. 43»> See Jikewift 
p^f^age, Hift des Juifs, tonqi. viii. c. 7/p. 254. 

efcapecl 
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Jtkaped In the crowd, the whole community win c H A p^ 
condemned to repair the damage ; and the obr ^^^If 
ftinate bigots who refuied their contribiition^^ 
were whipped through the flreets by the hand of 
(lie executioner. This fimple a^ of juftioe e^afr 
peratedthe difcontent of the Catholics, who ap» 
plauded the merit and patience of tbefe holy eon^ 
fcflbrs} three hundred pulpite deplored tl>e perfo- 
cution of the church, and if the chapel of St. Stq, 
phen at Verona was demolifhed by the command 
of Theodoric, it is probable that ibme miracle bof* 
tile to his name and dignity had been performed 
on that facred theatre. At the clofe of a gloria 
PU3 life, the King of Italy difcovered that he had 
excited the hatred of a people whofe happinefi 
he had fo affiduoufly laboured to promote ; and 
his mind was foured by indignation, jealdufy, 
and the bitternefs of unrequited love. Th^ 
jGrothic conqueror condefcended to difarm the 
unwarlike natives of Italy, interdi&ing all wea^ 
pons of offence, and excepting only a finall knife 
for domeftic ufe. The deliverer of Rome waa 
accuied of confpiring with the vileft informer^ 
3gainfl the live^ of fenators whom he fufpe/6le4 
of a fecret and treafonable correfpondence with 
the Byzantine court ^K After the death of An^ 
ailafiu3, the diadem had been placed on the 
head of a feeble old man j but the powers of 
j^overnment were aflumed by his nephew Juftip 

^ Rex avidofi commuiiis extdiy kc, (Boediius, 1. i. p*5f*)' ^^ 
deium Romanis tendebat (Anonym. Vales, p. 793.). Thtfe are hard 
l^ords : they fpeak the paifioiu of the Italians, and thofe (I fear) of 
^h^pipjic hinifelf* 

nian. 



4^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, nian, who already meditated the extirpation of 
3ulXia.^ herefy, and the conqueft of Italy atid Africa^ 
A rigorous law which was publiihed at Con« 
ftantinople, to reduce the Arians by the dread 
of punifliment within the pale of the church, 
awakened the juft refentment of Theodoric, 
who claimed for his diftreffed brethren of th6 
Eaft, the fame indulgence which he had fo long 
granted to the Catholics of his dominions. At 
his ilern command, the Roman pontiff, with 
four illti/irioiis fenators, embarked on an em- 
bafly, of which he muft have alike dreaded the 
failure or the fuccefe. The Angular veneration 
ftiewn to the firfl pope ^ho had vifited Conilan- 
tinople was puniflied as a crime by his jealous 
monarch; the artful or peremptory refulal of 
the Byzantine court might excufe an equal, and 
would provoke a larger, meafure of retaliation ; 
and a mandate was prepared in Italy, to pro« 
hibit, after a ilated day, the exercife of the 
Catholic worjftiip. By the bigotry of his fub- 
je€i;s and enemies, the mod tolerant of princes 
was driven to the brink of perfecution ; and the 
life of Theodoric was too long, fince he lived 
to condemn the virtue of Boethius and Symi 
xnachus'^ 

^ I have laboured to extra^ a rational narratiye from the dark» cqh^ 
ciie» and yarious hints of the Valefian Fragment (p. 7aA» y%sy 7a4.% 
Theophanes (p. 145.]^ Anaftafius (in Johannes p. zs*)f ^d the Hift, 
Mifcdla (p. 103. edit. Muratori). A gentle prefliire and paraphraie of 
their words is noi^olence. Confiik likewiie Muratori (Annali d' Italia^ 
torn* 17. p. 47i-~478«)^ with the Annals and Breviary (tom« i, 959— » 
%63*) of the two Pagi's the v&de and the iwph^. 

The 
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The fenator Boethius*' is the laft of the Ro- G H A P. 
mans whom Cato or TuUy could have acknow- .^^^^^ 
ledged for their countryman. As a weldthy Chmatt^ 
orphan, he inherited the patrimony and honours ^^^1 
of the Anician family, a name ambitioufly af« noun of 
fumed by the kings and emperors of the age ; B^^«^^»™^ 
and the appellation of Manlius aflerted his ge- 
nuine or fabulous defcent from a race of confuls 
and dictators, who had repulfed the Gauls from 
the Capitol, and facrificed their fons to the dif« 
cipline of the republic. In the youth of Boe- 
thius, the iludies of Rome were not totally 
abandoned ; a Virgil ^ is now extant, corre6i;ed 
by the hand of a conful ; and the profeflbrs of 
grammar, rhetoric, and jurifprudence, were 
maintained in their privileges and penfions by 
the liberality of the Goths. But the erudition 
of the Latin language was infufficient to iatiate 
his ardent curiofity ; and Boethius is faid to have 
employed eighteen laborious years in the fchools 
of Athens •', which were fupported by the zeal, 
the learning, and the diligence of Proclus and his 

^ JjC Clerc has compoied a critical and phUoTophical life of Aiuciu9 
Manlius Severinus Boethius (Bibliot> Choifie, torn* xvi. p. i68-*a75.); 
and both Tirabofchi (tcmu iii.) and Fabricius (Bibliot. Latin.) may be 
ufefully confult^d* Tb^ d^te of his ^irth n^y be placejl about the 
year 4709 and his death ii^ 514? ip a premature old age (Confol. Phil. 
Mctrica* i. p. 5.). 

^ For the age aiid value of this MS. now in the Medicean library 
at Florence, fee the Cenotaphia Piiana (p*430<-«447*) of Cardinal Noris. 

9' The Athenian ftudies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, A.D 
5ZO9 No. $• from a fpurious tra6l, De Difciplina Scholarum), and the 
term of eighteen years is doubtlefs too long : but t}M fiii^>le h£i of a 
vifit to Athens is jqftified by much inteciial evidence (Bnicker» Hiit 
Crit. Fhilofoph. tom. iiL p. 514 — s^l^h ^ l>7 ^ ei^ieffion (diough 
vague and ambiguous) of his friend Caffiodorius (Var. h 45*)^ ** lot^ 
pod^tas Athenas introifiL'* 

difciplest 
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CHAP, difciples. Tiie reafon and pi^y of their Roman 
^^^^ pupil were fortunately favied from the contagion 
t of myftery and magic, which polluted the groves 

of the academy; but he imbibed the fpirit, and 
imitated the method of his dead and living mar- 
ten;, who attempted to reconcile the ftrong and 
fubtle fenfe of Ariflotle with the devout con- 
templation and fublime fancy of Plato. After 
bis return to Rome, and his marriage with the 
daughter of his friend, the patrician Symmaohuf^ 
Boethius iiill continued, in a palace of ivory and 
marble, to profecute the fame ftudies ^\ The 
church was edified by his profound defence of 
the orthodox creed againft the Arian, the £uty«. 
chian, and the Neftorian herefies; and the Catboi^ 
lie unity was explained or expofed in a farm^ 
treatife by the indiffereme of three diftinS: though 
confubftantial peitfi»ng. For the benefit of h^ 
Laitin readers, his g>enius iubmilited to teach tho 
$rft elements of the arts and fbiences of Greece^ 
The geometry q£ Euclid, the nuafic of i^thar 
goras, the arithmetic of Nioooiachais, the mechar 
nics of Archimedes, the aflronomy of Ptoleiny^ 
the theology pf Hato, and the logic of Ariftotle,^ 
with the commentary of Porphyry, were t^anf^ 
lated and illustrated by the indefatigable pen of 
the Roman fenator. And he alone was efteemed 
capable of defcribing the wonders of art, a fiin,- 

^' Biblk)thec« comptoe ebore ac vitro parletes^ Ice. (Confol. Flul. I. i 
proll y.p. f4.) The £piiUe8 of Ennodius (yL 6. viL 13. vui. i. 31. j 7. 
40.) and CalfiodxMius (Var. 1. 39* iv. 6. uc. %u) afford manf proofs of 
tib£ high reputation which he enjoyed in his own times. It is tnie» tiiaf 
the Btihop of Favia wanted to purchale of him an old houfe at Milaoy 
and praife might be tendered and accepted in put i^f payment. 

1 1 dial. 
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dialy a water-clock, Or a %here which reprefeiited CH AR 
tftte nmtions of ihe planets. From* thefe abftnife **^^*** 
peculations, Boethius ilooped, or^ tofpeak mora 
truly^ he rafe to tke Social duties of public and ^ 
private life: the indigent were relieved bj hii 
liberality ; and his eloquence, which flattery 
might compare to the voice o£ Demoflhenei 
or Cicero^ was uniformly exerted in the cauTo 
of innocence^ and. humanity. Such confpicuoucl 
inerit was felt and rewai^ed by a difcerning 
prince ; the dignity of Boethius was adorned with 
the titles of confWl and patrician; and his talents 
were ulefiiUy employed in the importaBt ftation of 
maft^er of the offices. Notwithftanding the eq^al 
dbdmsof the Eaft attd Weft^> his two fons wera 
created^ in their tender yowth, the confuls of th# 
fafltae year^\ Oh the memorable day of theiir inau^ 
guration, they proceeded in fofemn pomp from 
their palace to the forum, amidfl the ap{4aufe oS 
the fe»ate ^uad people j: and their joyful iadier^ 
the true conM of Rome, after pronouncing an 
oraticm in the praife of his royal bene&i6t;ar, diC 
tributed* a triumphed latgefs in the games of the 
ciccus. Pro%etous in hib fame and fortunes, in 
his public honours and private alliances, in the 
cultivation of fcience and the confciou&efe of 
virtue, Boethius might have been ftyled happy, 
if that precarious epithet could be fafely applied 
bef(»!e the laft term of the life of man. 

'^ Pa^, Muratori, &c. are agreed that Boethius jiimfelf was confiil 
in the year 5109 his two fotis ki 52^9 and in 4879 perhaps, his father. 
A defire ci aforibing the laft of thefe confulfliips to the j^lofopher^ had 
perplexed the chronology of his life. In his hononrsy alliances^ children^ 
,lie«debn!te9 hi^tywtt felicityw-ys pail i^Hcity (p. io^i no.). 

A philo- 
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CHAP* A philofopher, liberal of his wealth and parfiw 
C ^^ monious of his time, might be infenfible to the 
His pitri- common allurements of ambition, the third of 
^^^ gold and employment. And fome credit may be 
due to the afleveration of Boethius, that he had 
relu6lantly obeyed the divine Plato, who enjoins 
every virtuous citizen to refcue the ilate from the 
ufurpation of vice and ignorance. For the inte- 
grity of his public condu6; he appeals to the me- 
mory of his countiy. His sluthority had reilrained 
the pride and oppreffion of the royal officers, and 
his eloquence had delivered Paulianus from the 
dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
often relieved, the diflrefs of the provincials, 
whofe fortunes were exhaufted by public and pri- 
vate rapine; and Boethius alone had courage to 
oppofe the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by 
conqueft, excited by avarice, and as he complains, 
encouraged by impunity. In thefe honourable 
contells, his Ipirit foared above the confideration 
of danger, and perhaps of prudence; and we may 
learn from the example of Cato, that a character 
of pure and inflexible virtue is the mofl apt to be 
mifled by prejudice, to be heated by enthufiafm, 
and to confound private enmities with public 
juftice. The difciple of Plato might exagge- 
rate the infirmities of nature, and the imper- 
fe6lions of fociety ; and the mildefl form of a 
Gothic kingdom, even the weight of allegi- 
ance and gratitude, muft be infupportable to 
the free fpirit of a Roman patriot. But the fa- 
vour and fidelity of Boethius declined in juft pro- 
portion with the public happinefs; and ^n un-^ 
lo worthy 
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iVDrthy colleague was impofed, to divide and c H A ?• 
controul the power of the mailer of the offices. XXXCC 
In the laft gloomy feaibn of Theodoric, he indig- 
Dantly felt that he was a flave ; but as his mailer 
had only power over his life, he ilood without 
arms and without fear againft the face of an 
angry Barbarian, who had been provoked to be- 
lieve that the fafety of the fenate was incompati- 
ble with his own. The fenator Albinus was Heiitc- 
accufed and already convicted on the prefump- <^«^ ^ 
tion oi hoping y as it was faid, the liberty of Rome. 
^ If Albinus be criminal/' exclaimed the orator, 
^^ the fenate and myfelf are all guilly of the lame 
" crime. If we are innocent, Albinus is equally 
" entitled to the prote6lion of the laws." Thefe 
laws might not have puniihed the fimple and 
barren wilh of an unattainable bleffing ; but they 
would have ihewn lels indulgence to the raih 
confeiTion of Boethius, that, had he known of a 
confpiracy, the tyrant never Ihould**. The ad- 
vocate of Albinus was foon involved in the 
danger and perhaps the guilt of his client ; their 
fignature (which they denied as a forgery) was 
affixed to the original addrels, inviting theEm<» 
peror to deliver Italy from the Goths ; and three 
witnefles of honourable rank,perhaps of infamous 
reputation, attefted the treafonable defigns of the 
Roman patrician '^ Yet his innocence muil be 

** Si ego iciflem tu ifs&aSS^ Boethius adopts this anfwer (I. i. pro£4« 
P* 53*) of Julius Canu9f whofe philofophic death is deibibed 1?y Seneca 
(De Tranquillitate Animiy c. 14.). 

^ The chaxadters of his two delators, Baiilius (Var. ii. io> ix. iy. aa.) 
^d Opilio (y. 41. viiL i6.)b are illuftrated, not much to thehr honour^ 
^n the Epiiiles of Cai&odoriusy which likewife mention Decoratus 
(^* 3t«)> the woithieft colleague of Boethius (1. iiL prof, 4. p, 193.). 

pre- 
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CHAP/ preliifflied', fince he was deprived by TheoAjriff 

*™^ of tht m«iEin« of juftification, and I'igbrbufly cottw 

^"''^'"""^ fined in the tower of Pavia, while th^ fetidt*, at 

the diftance of five hundred miles, prdnouticed 

a fentence of confifcation ami death agiiiift the 

^ moft iUuftrioii^ of itd members. At the com* 

fiMod of the Barbarians, the occult ibiefiee of ^ 

philofopher was ftigttiatii:ed with the n«mes of 

fiKsrilege and magic «^ A devoiit and dutjfiil 

attfltehment to the fenate was cond-emned as cri* 

minadi by the tretiibling voices of the fenatorii 

th^ffifeives ; and their ingratitude deferved the 

wifti or predi6lion of Boethius, that, after him, 

n6iie fhould be found guilty of the fame offence'^ 

His impri- Awhile Boethiui, op'preffed with fetters, ex- 

^Tdelth, f^^^ ^^^^ mfoment the fentence or the ftrok^ 

A.D. 524! of dea^bi he eompofed in the tower of Pavia, the? 

C&fffotiition, ofFHlofopky ; a golden Volume not 

i!Hiwoi*thy of ther leifore of Plato or Tully, but 

which claims ineomparable merit from the bar- 

birifift of the times and the fituatiofi of the author. 

The celteftial guide, whom he had fo long invoked 

at Rome and Athens, now condefcended to illn- 

mt^e hiis dungeon, to revive his coarage, and 

\6 pdtrt* into his wounds het faliitafy balttr- 

* A fevert JiMJttlry -^aa iidtitnted into th6 crisie <Jf Inagit (Var - ir. 
12> %%* ix. 18.): and it was believed that many necromancers had 
dcap^d'by making their gaolers mad; for madt I Aoulci read drunk* 

97 Boethius had eompofed his own Apology (p. 53.), perhaps more 
iilterefling than his confolation. We mull be content with the general . 
view of his honours^ principles^ perfecution, &c. (hi. prof.iv. p.4va-*6».). 
which may be compared with the fliort and weighty words of the Vale- 
ihn jfragment (p. 723.). An anonymous writer (Sinner, Catalog. MSS. 
Bitiliot. Bern. tom.L p. 28 7.) charges him home with honourable and 
patriotic treafoih 

She 
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She taught him to compare his long profperity c H A P« 

und his recent diftrefs, and to conceive new , '^ 

hopes from the inconftancy of fortune. Rea- 
fon had informed him of the precarious condi- 
tion of her gifts ; experience had fatisfied him of 
their real value ; he had enjoyed them without 
guilt ; he might refign them without a figh^ and 
calmly difdain the impotent malice of his ene- 
mies, who had left him happinefs, iince they 
had left him virtue. From the earth, Boethiud 
afcended to heaven in fearch of the suprbme 
GOOD ; explored the metaphyfical labyrinth of 
chance and deftiny, of prefcience and free will, 
of time and eternity ; and generoufly attempted 
to reconcile the perfe6l attributes of the Deity 
with the apparent diforders of his moral and 
phyfical government. Such topics of confolation, 
ib obvious, fo vague, or fo abftrufe, are ineffec- 
tual to fubdue the feelings of human nature. 
Yet the fenfe of misfortune may be diverted by 
the labour of thought ; and the fage who could 
artfully combine in the fame work the various 
riches of philofophy, poetry, and eloquence, 
mud already have pofleffed the intrepid calmnefi 
which he affected to feek. Sufpenfe, the worft 
of evils, was at length determined by the minifl 
ters of death, who executed, and perhaps ex-, 
ceeded, the inhuman mandate of Theodoric. 
A ilrong cord was faftened round the head of 
Boethius, and forcibly tightened, till his eyes 
almoft ilarted from their fockets; and fome 
mercy may be difcovered in the milder torture 
vojL.vn» E of 
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c H A I». af beating him with clubs till he expired ^« Bilt 
xxmc jjig genius furvived to diffufe a ray of knowledge 
over the darkeil ages of the Latin world; the 
writings of the philofopher were tranflated by 
the mod glorious of the Englifli kings ^^, and 
the third emperor of the name of Otho removed 
to a more honourable tomb the bones of a 
Catholic feint, who, from his Arian perfecutors, 
had acquired the honours of martyrdom, and 
the fame of miracles "°. In the laft hours of 
Boethius, he derived fome comfort from the 
fafety of his two fons, of his wife, and of his 
father<-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. But 
the grief of Symmachus was indifcreet, and per- 
haps difrerpe6tful: he had prefumed to lament, 
Death of j^e plight dare to revenge, the death of an injured 
f^^' friend. He was dragged in chains from Rome 
A.D.525- to the palace of Ravenna; and the fufpicions 

^ He was executed in Agro Calventiano (Calvenzano, between Ma^ 
ngnano and Pavia)) Anonym. Vales, p* 723* by order of Eufebius 
count of Ticinum or Pavia. The place of his confinement is ftyled the 
Jbabtifteryi an edifice and name peculiar to cathedrals. It is claimed 
by the perpetual tradition of the church of Pavia. The tower of 
jSoethius fubfifted till the year 15 849 and the draught is yet preferved 
(Tirabofchiy torn- lii* p. 479 48)> 

99 See the Biographica Britannicay Alfred, tom. L p. %o, sd edl* 
lion. The work is ftill more honourable if performed under the 
learned eye of Alfred by his foreign and domefiic doctors. For the 
reputation of Boethius in the middle ages, confult Brucker (Hift. Crit. 
thilofoph. torn. Z'l^S^Sy 566.). 

■ "^ The infcription on his new tomb was compofedby the preceptor 
of Otho the third, the learned Pope Silveiter II. whoy like Boethius 
himfelf, was fiyled a magician by the ignorance of the times. TheCatHo- 
lie martyr had carried his head in his hands a confiderable way (Baroniusy 
A* D. s^^y No. 179 18.).; yet on a fimilar tale, a lady of my acquain- 
tance once obferved, « La diftaace n'y fait rien; il n'y a que le pre- 
hiier pas qur coute;'* ; , 

of 
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©f tFheoddric could only be appealed by the CHAP, 
blood of an innocent and aged fenator '^'. .^^^ 

Humanity will be difpofed to encourage any re- Rcmorfe 
port which teftifies the jurifdiftion of confcience ^^h^ 
and the remorfe of kings } and philofophy is not done, 
ignorant that the moft horrid fpe6lres are fome^ ^ ^^^^ 
times created by the powers of a difordered ^^ ^^' 
fency, and the weaknefs of a diflempered body. 
After a life of virtue and glory, Theodoric waa 
now defcending with fliame and guilt into the 
grave : his mind wad humbled by the contraft of 
the pad, and juftly alarmed by the invifible ter- 
rors of futurity. One evening, as it is related^ 
when the head of a large filh was ferved on the 
royal table"*, he fuddenly exclaimed that he be* 
held the angry countenance of Symmachus, his 
eyes glaring fury and revenge, and his moutb 
armed with long (harp teeth, which threatened to 
devour him. The monarch inftantly retired to his 
chamber, and, as he lay, trembling with aguifli 
cold, under a weight of bed-clothes, he exprefled 
in broken murmurs to his phyfician Elpidius, his ' 
deep repentance for the murders of Boethius and 

'°' Boethius applauds the virtuesof his father-in-law (1.1. prof. 4. p. 59. 
I. ii. prof. 4. p. 118.). jProcopius (Goth.], i. c. i.)» the Valeflian Fragment 
(p. 7a4-)> and the Hiibria Mifcella (1. xv. p. 105.), agree in praifing the 
fuperior innocence or fandlity of Symmachus; and in th» eftimation 
of the legend* the guilt of his murder is equal to the imprifonment of 
a pope. 

'**' In the fanciful eloquence of Cailiodorius the variety of fea and 
river filh are an evidence of cxtenfive dominion; and thofe of the Rhine> 
of Sicily, and of the Danube, were ferved on the table of Theodoric 
(Var. xii^ 14.). The monlbrous turbot of Domitiaii (Juvenal. S^ 
tir. iii. 39.) had been caught on tl^e fiiores of the Adriatic. " 

, E 2 'Symma- 
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CHAP. Symmachus''^ His malady increafed, and after 
a dyfentery which continued three days, he ex- 
pired in the palace of Ravenna, in the thirty- 
third, or, if we compute from the invafion of 
Italy, in the thirty-feveiith year of his reign. 
Confcious of his approaching end, he divided his 
treafures and provinces between his two grand- 
fons, and fixed the Rhone as their common 
boundary '*'*• Amalaric was reftored to the 
throne of Spain. Italy, with all the conquefts 
of the Oftrogoths, was bequeathed to Athalaric ; 
whofe age did not exceed ten years, but who 
was cheriflied as the laft male offspring of the 
line of Amali, by the fhort-lived marriage of his 
mother Amalafuntha with a royal fugitive of the 
feme blood '^5. In the prefence of the dying 
monarch, the Gothic chiefs and Italian magif- 
trates mutually engaged their faith and loyalty 
to the young prince, and to his guardian mother; 
and received in the fame awful moment, his laft 
ialutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love the 



^^ Ptocopiufli Gcyth. Li. c'l. But he might have informed us^ 
whether he had received this curious anecdote from common report^ 
or from the mouth of the royal phyfician* 

'^^ ProcopiiuS) Goth. 1. i. c. i* 2. X2» 13. This partition had been 
direfled by Theodoric^ though it was not executed till after his death. 
Regni hereditatem fuperftes reliquit (Ifidor. Chron. p. 7ax, edit* 
Grot.> 

*°5 Berimund, the third in defcent from Hurmanric, King of flie Oftro- 
gothsy had retired into Spain> where he lived and died in obfcurity (Jor- 
nandesy c. zi" P* 20a. edit. Murator.). See the difcovery, nuptials^ and 
death of his grandfon Eutharic (c. 58. p. a2o.)» His Roman games 
might render him popular (Caffiodor. in Chron.)» but Eutharic was 
a^ in rdigione (^onym. Vales* p. 7221 7»3.). 
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ienate and people of Rome, and to cultivate chap. 
with decent reverence the friendlhip of the ^^^^^^• 
Emperor '**. The monument of Theodoric was 
erefted by his daughter Amalafuntha, in a con- 
ipicuous fituation, which commanded the city 
of Ravenna, the harbour, and the adjacent 
coall. A chapel of a circular form, thirty feet 
in diameter, is crowned by a dome of one entire 
piece of granite : from the centre of the dome, 
four columns arofe, which fupported, in a 
vafe of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic 
king, furrounded by the brazen llatues of the 
twelve apoftles"\ His fpirit, after fome previous 
expiation, might have been permitted to mingle 
with the benefadlors of mankind^ if an Italian 
hermit had not been witnefs in a vifion to the 
damnation of Theodoric "% whofe foul was 
plunged, by the minifters of divine vengeance, 
into the vulcano of Lipari^ one of the flaming 
mouths of the infernal world '"^^ 

'^ See the counfels of Theodoricy and the profeffions of his fuccef- 
ror> in ProcopiuB (Goth. l.k c. ly a.)» Joraandes (c. 59. p. ^^o, %%i,), aiul 
Caffiodorius (Var* viii. z — 7.}. Theie epiiUes are the triunq>h of hta 
minifierial eloquence. 

'^ Anonym, Vales p. 734« Agnellus de Vitis Pont. Raven, in Mit* 
ntori Script. Rerom Ital. torn. iL P. L p. 67. Albert! Deibrittione 
dltaliay p-jzi. 

**** TTiis legend is related by GregwyL (Dialog. iv.36.),and approved 
by Baronius (A. D. 516. No. a8.): and both the Pope and Cardinal are 
grave dodlorsy fufBdent to eftabliih a probable opinion. 

*°9 Theodoric himfelf, or rather Caiiiodoriusy had defcribed in tragic 
firains the vulcanos of Lipari (Cluver. Sicilian p. 406*— 4io.}> and Ve» 
^7itts(iv*50.)* 
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CHAR XL, 

^Elevation ofjuftin the Elder. Reign ofJtiJlU 

nian: — L The Emprejs Theodord. — 11. Fac^ 
tions of the Circus^ and Sedition of Con/Ian- 
finople.—IIL Trade and Mantfadure of Silk, 
— IV. Finances and Ta^es. — V. Edifices of 
Jiiflinian. — — Church of St. Sophia. For-^ 

' tifications and Frontiers of the Eqftem Empire, 

Abolition of the Schools of Athens^ and 

the Con/ul/Iiip of Rome. 

CHAP. 'T'HE Emperor Juftinian was born ' near the 
. _ _,^ ruins of Sardica (the modern Sophia), of an 
Birth of obfcure race * of Barbarians % the inhabitants of 
M^r™ ^ '^^^^ ^^^ defolate country, to which the names 
Juftinian, of D^fdania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have 
^D. 482, j^ggj^ fuc<!eflively applied. Jlis elevation ^was 
orA.D. prepared by the adventurous fpirit of his uncle 
483, May jufiiq^ ^ho, with two other peafants of the 
feme village, deferted for the profeffion of arms 
.the more ufefiil employment of hufbandmen or 



XI 



' There h fome difficulty in the date of his birth (Ludewig in Vit. 
Juftiniani, p. laj.); none in the place-; — the diftriA Bederiana — the vil- 
lage Taurefium, which he afterwards decorated with his name andiplen- 
dour (D'Anville, Hift, de. I'Acad. &c. torn. xxxi. p. 387—294.). 
• * The names of thefe Dardanian pealants are Gothic, and ^ifanoft En- 
gMShv jtifiinian is a tranllation of uprauda {uprtgbt)\ his father Saho' 
tins (in Grseco-barbarous language^i/>^j) was ftyled in his village Ifiock 
(Stock); his mother Bigleniza was foftened into Vigilantia. 

3 Ludewig (p. 127 — 135.) attempts to juftify the Anician name of 
Juftinian and Theodora, and to conned them with a family from which 
the houfe of Aulfaia has been d^v6d^ 

lhep« 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 55 

fliepherds ♦. On foot, with a fcanty provifion CHAP, 
of bifcuit in their knapfacks, the three youths ^^ 
followed the high road of C!onftantinopIe, and 
were foon enrolled, for their ftrength and ftature, 
among the guards of the Emperor Leo. Under 
the two fucceeding reigns, the fortunate pea- 
iant emerged to wealth and honours ; and his 
efcape from fome dangers which threatened his 
life was afterwards afcribed to the guardian 
angel who watches over the fate of kings. His 
long and laudable fervice in the Ifaurian and 
Pei^an wars would not have preferved front 
oblivion the name of Juftin ; yet they might 
warrant the military promotion, which in th6 
courie of fifty years he gradually obtained j the 
rank of tribune, of count, and of general, the 
dignity of fenator, and the command of the 
guards, who obeyed him as their chief, at the 
important crifis when the Emperor Anaftafiuii 
was removed from the world. The powerful 
kinfmen whom he had raifed and enriched were 
excluded from the throne; and the eunuch 
Amantius, who reigned in the palace, had 
fecretly refolved to fix the diadem on the head 
of the moll obfequious of his creatures. A li- 
beral donative, to conciliate the fuffrage of the 
guards, was entrufted for that purpofe in the 
hands of their commander. But thefe weighty 
ailments were treacheroufly employed by Juftin' 

^ See the anecdotes of FhKopius (c. 6.) with the note$ of N. Ale* 
maanus* The fatirift would not have fqoky in the yague an4 decent 
appellation of yip^y^f the |3»xoX^ and o-u^op/S^ of Zonac^s. ' Yet^ 
why ar6 thofe nimes difgraceful? — and what Germkn baro;^ would, 
not be proud to defcend horn the Emnseus of the Odyiley ? 

' E 4 in 
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C H A P. in his own £pivour ; and as no competitor pre- 
3g^ ^ fumed to appear, the Dacian peafent was in- 
Elevation Veiled with the purple, by the unanimous con* 
and reign fent of the foldiers who knew him to be brave 
^j^ and gentle, of the clergy and people who be- 
juftin I. lieved him to be orthodox, and of the provin- 
jui^io!-^' cials who yielded a blind and implicit fub- 
A'D.s%7t miffion to the will of the capital. The elder 
cr!^' — Juftin, as he is diftinguiflied from another em- 
peror of the fame family and name, afcended 
the Byzantine throne at the age of fixty- 
eight years ; and, had he been left to his own 
guidance, every moment of a nine years reign 
muft have expofed to his fubjefts the impropriety 
of their choice. His ignorance was fimilar to 
that of Theodoric ; and it is remarkable, that in 
an age not deftitute of learning, two contem- 
porary monarchs had never beep inftrudted in 
the knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius 
of Juftin lyas far inferior to that of the Godiic 
king : the experience of a foldier had not quali- 
fied him for the government of an empire ; and, 
though perfonally brave, the confcioufnefs of his 
own weaknefs was naturally attended with doubt, 
diftruft) and political appreheniion. But the of- 
ficial bufinefs of the ftate was diligently and faith- 
fully tranfafted by the quaeftor Proclus^; and the 
agedEmperor adopted the talents and ambition 
of his nephew Juftinian, an afpiring youth, whom 
his uncle had drawn from the ruftic folitude of 

' 'His virtues are pnifedbyPh)copiU8(Perfic. Li. c« XI.). Thequseftor 
P^oclus was the^ friend of Jufiiniani and the enemy of every other 
adopdoa. 

Dacia, 
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Dacia, and educated at Conftantinople, as the c H a p. 
heir of his private fortune, and at length of the ^^ 5^:^ 
Eaftem empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been de- Adoptkm 
frauded of his money; it became neceflary to *^^"^". 
deprive him of his life. The talk was eafily juftianian, 
accompliflied by the charge of a real or fidlitious ^•^• 
confpiracy ; and the judges were informed, as **°""* 
an accumulation of* guilt, that he was fecretly 
addi£led to the Manichaean hereiy ^. Amantius 
loll his head ; three of his companions, the firll 
domeftics of the palace, were puniflied either 
with death or exile ; and their unfortunate candi- 
date for the purple was caft into a deep dungeon, 
overwhelmed with ilones, and ignominioufly 
thrown, without burial, into the fea. The ruin 
of Vitalian was a work of more difficulty and 
danger. That Gothic chief had rendered hira- 
felf* popular by the civil war which he boldly 
waged againil Anaftafius for the defence of the 
orthodox faith, and after the conduiion of an 
advantageous treaty, he dill remained in the 
neighbourhood of Conflantinople at the head of 
a formidable and vi6torious army of barbarians. 
By the frail fecurity of oaths, he was tempted to 
relinquifli this advantageous fituation, and to 
trull his perfon within the walls of a city, whofe 
inhabitants particularly the blue fadtion, were 
artluUy incenfed againlt him by the remem« 

* Manichsean fignifies Etitychian. Hear the furious acclamations of 
Conftantinople and Tyre* the former no more than fix days after the 
deceaie of Anaftafius. T/tey produced, the latter applauded, the eu- 
nuch's death (Baronios. A* D. 5x8. P. ii. No. 15. Fleury, Hift. EccleC 
torn. Til. p. aoo. ao5« fixmi the Councils^ torn* v. p. i9%> 407. 

brance 
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brance even of his pioas; hoftilities. The Enir 
peror and his nephew embraced him as the 
faithful and worthy champion of the church and 
ftate } and gratefully adorned their favourite 
with the titles of conful and general ; but in the 
feventh month of his confullhip, Vitalian was 
ftabbed withfeventeen wounds at the royal ban- 
quet?; and Juilinian, who inherited the Ipoil, 
was accufed as the aiTaffin of a fpiritual brother^ 
to whom he had recently pledged his faith in 
the participation of the Chriftian myfteries% 
After the fall of his rival, he was promoted, 
without any claim of military fervice, to the 
office of mafter-general of the Eaftem armies, 
whom it was his duty to lead into the field 
againfl the public enemy. But, in the purfuit 
of fame, Juftinian might have loft his prefelit 
dominion over the age and weaknefs of his uncle} 
and inftead of acquiring by Scythian or Per* 
fian trophies the applaufe of his countrymen % 
the prudent warrior folicited their favour in the 
churches, the circus, and the fenate, of Conftan** 
tinople. The Catholics were attached to the ne* 

^ His power, chara^ler, and intentions, are perfe^y explained by 
the Count de Buat (torn. Ix. p. 54 — 81.). He was great-grandfon of 
Afpar, hereditary prince in the Lefler Scythia, and count of the Go«> 
thic fader ati of Thrace. The Beffi, whom he could influence, are the 
minor Goths of Jomandes (c. 51.). 

^ Juftiniani patricii fa^one dicitur interfed^us fuiiTc (ViAor Tunu« 
nenfis, Chron. in Thelaur. Temp, Scaiiger, P. ii. p. 7,). Procopius 
(Anecdot. c. 7.) ftyles him a tyrant, but acknowledges £he aJiXifoa-inaJ 
which is well explained by Alemannus. 

» In his earlieft youth (plane adokfcens) he had pafTed fome time 
as an hoftage with Theodoric. For this curious fafti Alemannus (ad 
Erocop. Anecdot. c. 9. p. 34. of the firft edition) quotes a MS. hiflory 
of Juftinian, by his pneceptor Theophilus. Ludewig (p. 143.) wilhes to 
make him a- f^^dier*. . . , • 
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phew of Juftin, who, between the Neftorian and C HA R 

Eutychian h^refies, trod the narrow path of in- ^^^^ 

flexible and intolerant orthodojty ". In the firft 

days of the new reign, he prompted and gratified 

the popular enthufiafm ^gainft the memory of the 

deceafed Emperor. After a fchifin of thirty-four 

years, he reconciled the proud and angry fpirit 

of the Roman pontiff, and Spread among the 

X^atins a favourable report of his pious refpeS; 

for the apoftolic fee. The thrones of the Eaft 

were filled with Catholic bifliops devoted to his 

interefl, the clergy and the monks were gained 

by his liberality, and the people were taught to 

pray for their future fovereign, the hope and 

pillar of the true religion. The magnificence of 

Juftinian was difplayed in the fuperior pomp of 

his publip fpedlacles, an objefit not lefs facred 

and important in the eyes of the multitude than 

the creed of Nice or Chalcedon ; the expence 

of his confuUhip was efteemed at two hundred 

and.eighty*eight thoufand pieces of gold; twenty 

lions, and thirty leopards, were produced at the 

faLxne time in the amphitheatre, and a numerous 

train of horfes, with their rich trappings, was 

beftowed as an extraordinary gift on the vi6lor 

rious. charioteers of the circus. While he ini* 

dulged the people of Confl:antinople, and re? 

ceived the addreffes of foreign kings, the nephew 

of Juftin affiduoufly cultivated the friendlhip of 

the fenate. That veperable name feemed to 

'° The ecclefiaftical hiftory of Juftinian will be ihewn hereafter* Se^ 
Baromus, A. D. 51^— *52X> and the copious zrtide JttfiinUmtu m the 
i|idex to the ytith vplume of hig Anoal?. 
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CRAP, qualify its members to declare the fenfe of the 
^^ nation, and to regulate the fucceflion of the 
Imperial throne : the feeble Anaftafius had per- 
mitted the vigour of government to degenerate 
into the form or fubftance of an ariftocracy; 
and the military officers who had obtained the 
fenatorial rank, were followed by their domeftic 
guards, a band of veterans, whofe arms or accla- 
mations might fix in a tumultuous moment the 
diadem of the Eail. The treafures of the flate 
•were lavifhed to procure the voices of the fena- 
tors, and their unanimous wifh, that he would 
be pleafed to adopt Juftinian for his colleague, 
was communicated to the Emperor. But this 
requefl, which too clearly admoniihed him of his 
approaching end, was unwelcome to the jealous 
temper of an aged nionarch, defirous to retain 
the power which he was incapable of exercifing j 
and Juflin, holding his purple with both his 
hands, advifed them to prefer, fince an ele6lion 
was fo profitable, fome older candidate. Not- 
withfla:nding this reproach, the fenate proceeded 
to decorate Juftinian with the royal epithet of 
noUU/Jimus ; and their decree was ratified by the 
affection or the fears of his uncle. After fome 
lime the languor of mind and body, to which 
he was reduced by an incurable wound in his 
thigh, indifpenfably required the aid of a guar- 
dian. He fummoned the patriarch and fena- 
tors ; and in their prefence folemnly placed the 
diadem on the head of his nephew, who was 
icondu£ted from the palace to the circus, and 
faluted by the loud and joyful applaufe of the 

people. 
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people. The life of Juftin was prolonged about chap. 
four months, but from the inftant of this cere- ^^' 
mony, he was confidered as dead to the empire, 
which acknowledged Juftinian, in the forty-fifth 
year of his age, for the lawful fovereign of the 
Eaft ". 

From his elevation to his death, Juftinian The reign 
governed the Roman empire thirty-eight years, of J^^- 
feven months, and thirteen days. The events ^/^^ ^pri! 
of his reign, which excite our curious attention i — A.D. 
by their number, variety, and importance, are j^f* ^* 
diligently related by the fecretary of Belifarius, 
a rhetorician whom eloquence had promoted to 
the rank of fenator and praefe6l of Conftanti- 
nople. According to the viciffitudes of courage 
or fervitude, of favour or difgrace, Procopious ** charaaer 
fucceffively compofed the hijlory^ the panegyric^ ^^^^ 
and th^JaUre of his own times. The eight copius. 
books of the Perfian, Vandalic, and Gothic 
wars '% which are continued in the five books of - 

" Tbe reiga of the elder Juftin may be found in the three ChronU 
dies of Marcellinas, Vu^or^ and John Malala (torn. li. p. Z30— i5o.)» 
the laft of whom (in fpite of Hody, Prolegom. No. 14- 39- edit. Oxon.) 
Iiyed foon after Jufiiman (Jortin's Remarks, &e. vol. iy. p.383.)» in the 
Ecclefiaftical Hiilory of Evagrius (1. iv. c. ly 3> 3. 9.)^ and die £x- 
cerpta of Theodorus (Ledlor. No. 37.)^ and in Cedremis (p.36» — 366.) 
and Zonaras (1. ziv. p. 58 — 61.)^ who may pais for an original. 

" See the charadlers of Procopius and Agathias in La Mothe te 
Vayer (torn. Viii. p. 144 — Z74.)» Voffius (de Hiiloricis Grsecisy 1. ii. 
c. jii.)» and Fabridus (Bibliot. Gnec. 1. v. c. 5. torn yi. p. .248 — 278.). 
^Their religion^ an honourable problem, betrays occaiional conformity^ 
<with a fecret attachment to Paganilm and Fhilofophy. 

'^ In the feven firft books, two Perfic, two Vandalic, and thre« 
Gothic, I^rocopius has borrowed from Appian the diyifion of provinces 
and wars : the viiith book, though it bears the name of Gothic, is a. ' 
inifcellaneous and general fupplement down to the fpring of the year ' 
SsSf from whence it is conti&tted by Agathias till 559 (Pagi, Critica» 
A.D.579»No.i.> 
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c HA P. Agathias, deferve our efteem a«*a laborious ani 
fuccefsful imitation of the Attic, or at lead of 
the Afiatic writers of ancient Greece* His fadts 
are colle6led from the perfonal experience and 
free converfatiop of a foldiei", a ftatefman, and 
a traveller ; his ftyle continually afpires, and 
often attains, to the merit of ftrength and ele-^ 
gance; his refle6tions^ more elpecially in the 
Ipeeches which he too frequently inferts, con* 
tain a rich fund of political knowledge ; and the 
hiftorian, excited by the generous ambition of 
pleafing and inftrudling pofterity, appears to dif* 
dain the prejudices of the people, and the flat* 
tcry of courts. The writings of Procopius '* 
were read and applauded by his contempora* 
ries '5 ; but, although he refpe6lfully laid them 
at the foot of the throne, the pride of Juftinian 
muft have been wounded by the praife of an 
hero, who perpetually ecHpfes the glory of his 

** The literary fate of Procopius has been fomewhat unlucky, i. His 
books de Bello Gothico were fiolen by Leonard Aretin, and publiihed 
(Fulginii, 1470. Venet. 147I. apud Janfon. Mattaife, Annal. Typd^ 
graph, torn. i. edit, pofterior, p. 290. 304. 279. 299.) in his own name 
(See Voflius de Hiff, Lat. 1. iii. c.5. and the feeble defence of the Venice 
Giomaie de Letterati, torn. xix. p. 207.). 2. His works were mutilated 
by the firft Latin tranflatorsy Cluftopher Perfona (Giomaie^ tom. xix. 
p. 340 — 348-) and Raphael de Volaterra (Huet, de Garis. Interpre- 
dbus, p. 1 6 6. who did not even confult the MS. of the Vatican library, 
of which they were praefedls (Aleman. in Praefat. Anecdot.). 3. The 
Greek text was not printed till 1607, by Hoefchelius of Augfburg 
(Didlionaire de Bayle, tom. ii. p. 782.), 4. The Paris edition was im- 
perfeAly executed by Claude Alaltret, a Jefuitof Thouloufe (in 1663), 
far diilant from the Louvre prefs and the Vatican MS., from which, 
how'ever, he obtained fome fupplements. His promifed commentaries, 
&c. have never appeared The Agathias of Leyden (1594) has been 
wifely reprthted by die Paris editor, with the Latin yerfi(m of Bona«-^ 
Ventura Vulcanius, a learned interpreter (Huet, p. 176.). 

*^ Agathias in Praefat. p. 7, 8. i. iv. p. 137, Byagriusi L m c. It* 
See likewife photiusi cod. Ixiii. p- 65* 
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hia^ive ibvereign. The confcious dighity of c H A p. 
iDdependence was fubdued by the hopes and ^^ 
fears of a Have ^ and the fecretary of Belifarius 
laboured for pardon and reward in the fix books 
of the Imperial edifices. He had dextroufly 
chofen a fubje6l of apparent iplendour in which 
he could loudly celebrate the genius, the mag- 
nificence, and the piety of a prince, who, both 
as a conqueror and legiflator, had furpafled the 
puerile virtues of Themiftocles and Cyrus '% 
Difappointment might urge the flatterer to fe* 
cret revenge ; and the firft glance of favour 
might again tempt him to fufpend and fupprefii 
a libel '% in which the Roman Cyrus is de- 
graded into an odious and contemptible tyrant, 
in which both the Emperor and his confort 
Theodora are ferioufly reprefented as two 
daemons, who had aflumed an human form for 
the deftruftion of mankind *^ Such bafe in- 
confiftency muil doubtlefs fully the reputation^ 
and detra6l from the credit, of Procopius : yet, 

'^ Kvftf veiiiuet (fays he, Frsefat. ad i. de Edificiis vm xrtcr/uusrc^v) U 
io more than Kv^a xm^m -^ a pun ! In thefe Bye booksy Procopiiu 
affe6b a Chriilian as well as a courtly ftyle. 

''. Pirocopius difclofes himfelf (Praefat ad Anecdot. c. i, a. 5.), and 
the anecdotes are reckoned as the ixth book by Suidas (torn, iii- p« x86* 
edit. Kufter). The (ilence of Evagrius is a poor obje^ion. Baroniua 
(A. D. 5489 No. 24.) regrets the lofs of this fecret hiftory : it was then 
m the Vatican library, in his own cuftody, and was firft published 
fixteen years after his death, with the learned, but partial, notes o£ 
Nicholas Alemannus (Lugd. Z623.). 

'" Juftinianan ass-; — the perfe(Sl likened of Domitian — (Anecdot. 
c S.)—-* Theodora's loTen driven from her bed by rival daemons— her 
marriage foretold with a great daemon-*— a monk law the p^nce of th« 
dtemoQs, initead of Juftinian, on the throne — the fervants who watched 
lieheld a face without features, a body walking without a heady &c. &c. 
Procopius. declares his ow» and his friends' belief in thefe diabolical 
fiories (c. ia*X 

after 
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CHAP, after the venom of his malignity has been ftif- 

XL* 



^^""^'^•^^ 



fered to exhale, the refidue of the anecdotes^ 

even the moll dilgraceful fa€ts, fome of which. 

had been tenderly hinted in his public hiftory, 

are eilabliflied by their internal evidence, or 

the authentic monuments of the times *^ From 

thefe various materials, I (hall now proceed to 

defcribe the reign of Juftinian, which will de- 

Divifion ferve and occupy an ample fpace. The prefent 

«f the chapter will explain the elevation and character 

5^^^^ of Theodora, the faflions of the circus, and the 

peaceful adminiftration of the fovereign of the 

£aft. In the three fucceeding chapters, I ihall 

relate the wars of Juftinian which atchieved the 

conqueft of Africa and Italy ; and I ihall follow 

the victories of Belifarius and Narfes, without 

dilguifing the vanity of their triumphs, or the 

hoftile virtue of the Perfian and Gothic heroes. 

The feries of this and the following volume will 

embrace the jurifprudence and theology of the^ 

Emperor ; the controverfies and fe6ls which ftill 

divide the Oriental church ; the reformation of 

the Roman law which is obeyed or refpefiled by 

the nations of modern Europe. 

Birth and L In the exercife of fupreme power, the firft 

^e« of n^ of Juftinian was to divide it with the Woman 

prefs whom he loved, the famous Theodora *% whofe 



Theodon* 



'^ Montefquieu (Confiderations fur la Grandeur et la Decadence 
des Romains) c. xx.) gives credit to thefe anecdotes^ as conneAed> i. 
with the weaknefs of the empire^ andy s. with the inftabihty of Jufti* 
nian's laws. 

'** For the life and manners of the Empreis T|ieodora» fee the Anec-^ ' 
dotes ; more efpecisdly c.i— 5. 99 10 — 15, 16, 17. with the learned* 
notes of Alemannus— " a reference which is always impHed. 

ftrange 
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ftrange elevation cannot be applauded as the c H A P» 
triumph of female virtue. Under the reign of J"^ 
Anaftafius, the care of the \srild beafts main- 
tained by the green fa6lion of Conftantinople, 
was entrufted to Acacius, a native of the ifle of 
Cyprus, who, from his employment, was fur- 
named the mafter of the bears. This honour- 
able office was given after his death to another 
candidate, notwithflanding the diligence of his 
widow, who had already provided a hufband and 
a fuccefibr. Acacius had left three daughters, 
Comito*', Theodora, and Anaftafia, the eldeft 
of whom did not then exceed the age of feven- 
years. On a folemn feftival, thefe helplefs or- 
phans were fent by their diftreiTed and indig- 
nant mother, in the garb of fuppliants, into the 
liiidit of the theatre : the green fa£tion received 
them with contempt, the blues with compafBon ; 
and this difference, which funk deep into the 
mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in 
the adminiftration of the empire. As they im- 
proved in age and beauty, the three lifters were 
fucceffively devoted to the publick and private 
pleafures of the Byzantine people ; and Theo- 
dora, after followin^Comito on the ftage in the 
dre& of a flave, with a ilool on her head, was at 
length permitted to exercife her independent 
talents. She neither danced, nor fung, nor 
played on the flute ; her ikili was confined to the 

^' Comito was afterwards msdried to Sittaa Duke of Arroraliy the' 
fafiher, perhaps^ at leaft (he might be tht mother, of the Emprefs Sophia, 
Two nephews of Theodora may be the fom of Anaftafia (Alemaa. 

YOU vii. ? pantomioie 
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CHAP* pantomime arts : fhe excelled in buffoon cha- 
_^^ ^ rafilers, and as often as the comedian fwelled 
her cheeks, and complained with a ridiculous 
tone and gefture of the blows that were inflided, 
the whole theatre of Conilantinople refounded 
with laughter and applaufe. The beauty of 
Theodora" was the fiibjea of more ^i^tteriog 
praifey and the fource of more exquifite delight* 
Her features were delicate and regular; her 
complexion* though fomewhat pale, was tinged 
with a natural colour ; every fenfation was in- 
ftantly exprefled by the vivacity, of her eyes j 
her eafy motions difplayed the graces of a fmall 
but elegant %ure ; and either love or adulation 
might proclaim, that painting and poetry were 
incapable pf delineating the matchlefs excellence 
of her form. But this form was degraded by the 
facility with which it was expofed to the public 
eye, and proftituted to licentious defire. Her 
venal charms were abandoned to a promifcuous 
crowd of citizens and flrangers, of every rank, 
ajid of every profeflion ; the fortunate lover who 
bad been promifed a night of enjoyment, was 
often driven from her bed by a ftronger or more 
wealthy favourite ( and when ihe pafled through 
the ftreets, her prefence was avoided by all who 
^iihed to efcape either the fcandal or the temp- 
tatiout The fatirical hiftorian has not blufted^ 

to 

^ Her fiatue was ralfed at Conibuitmople» cm a p o rp hy r y colttnui* 
S^e Procopiuf (de Edif. 1. L c* i %*), vthQ givet h«r portrait in the Anec- 
dqtes (c. zo.). Aleipan (p* 47*) produces one from ^ Moialc *^ VUyWfmt 
loaded with pearls and jewelsy and yet huwlfiune. 

^ A fiagment of the Anecdotes (c. 9.) fomewhat too i^kad* wae 

fiipprsfled by JMemstmuM, though extant m the Vatican MK; mar baa 

*■- * the 
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to defcribe the naked fceries which Theodora CHAP, 
was not aihamed to exhibit in the theatre**, , 5^ 
After exbaufting the arts of fenfual pleafure *% 
Ihe moft ungratefully murmured againfl the par* 
fimony of Nature ""^t but her murmurs, her plea- 
lures, and her arts, muft be veiled in the obfcu- 
litj of a learned language. After reigning for 
feme time, the delight and contempt of the 
capital, ihe condefcended to accompany £ce- 
bolus, a native of iTyre, who had obtained the 
government of the African Pentapolis. But 
this union was frail and trMfient : Ecebolus 
foon reje^d an expenfive or faithlefs concu- 
bine ; fhe was reduced at Alexandria to extreme 
diftrefs; and in her laborious return to Con- 
ftantinople, every city of the Eaft admired and 
enjoyed the fair Cyprian, whofe merit appeared 
to juftify her defcent from the peculiar ifland of 

the defe<^ been fupplied in the Paris or Venice editions. La Mothe le 
Vjiyer (tomfiii. p. 155.) ga^e the IM hbt of this corious and genuine 
fiSagt <Jortm's Hemari^ voL iy. p.366*)^ vindi he fa^d vecwvcd i9xm 
Rome» and it has been lince publi&ed in die Menagiana (tom.iit. p. 954 
— »59.)^ wi^ a t>atin verfion. 

*^ After the iMntioB^ft varroiir finite (as noaiBfoiild appear ibrk- 
naked in the theatre)^ Procopius thus proceedf ; cutaTrtTmxvix rt arv 
idb^M vien» ixtftTo. Omris it riyi; • • • . xpid«$ avm ivtfi^ rtn 

f9iJMat» udo^E xara /Ai«y avflLOfiiyoi f iadMy« I have heard that a learned 
pRlate» now deceaftd^ was fond of quoting this paflage in converiation. 
. *' Thiedoia (nrpiOd the Citt^ of Auf<mius (Epigram lx».> wh» 
imitated the capitaJjs luxus of the females of Nola. Se^ Quintiliail In- 
idtut. viii. 6. and Torrenthis ad Horat. Sermon. I. i, &t. a. v. tou 
At a nemonble fiipper» thirty flave^ wuted round dlte table ; tea 
young men ftafted with Theodora. Her charity was umiverfal. 
. £t laflata virisy necdwn latiata^ recelfit. 

it i^n xai nkv; ficunr ijpn^ n^n/y ttn rfitv*m$t «r#^ iutstrf un nmt ttmrf 
libations to the god of love. 

F ^ Venus* 




68 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Venus. The vague commerce of Theodora, 
and the molt deteflable precautions, preferved 
her from the danger which ftie feared j yet once, 
and once only, (he became a mother. The in- 
fant was faved and educated in Ars^bia, by bis 
father, who imparted to him on his death-bed, 
that he was the fon of an emprefs. Filled with 
ambitious hopes, the unfufpe6ling youth imme- 
diately haflened to the palace of Conftantinople, 
and was admitted to the prefence of his mother. 
As he was never more feen, even after the de- 
ceafe of Theodora, Ihe deferyes the foul impu- 
tation of extinguifliing with his life a fecret lb 
offenfive to her Imperial virtue. 
Htpmar- In the mod abje6t ilate of her fortune and 
Joteiiam!^ reputation, fome^ vifion, either of fleep, or of 
fancy, had whifpered to Theodora the pleafing 
aflurance that fhe was dellined to become the 
fpoufe of a potent monarch. Confcious of her 
approaching greatnefs, Ihe returned iromPaphla- 
gonia to Conftantinople ; aflumed, like a fkOful 
a6trefs, a more decent chara6ler ; relieved her 
poverty by the laudable induftry of ipinning 
wool ; and affe6ted a life of chaftity and foli- 
tude in a fmall houfe, which fhe afterwards 
changed into a magnificent temple *\ Her 
beauty, ailifted by art or accident, foon at- 
trafted, captivated, and fixed, the patrician Juf- 
tinian, who already reigned with abfolute fway 

^ Anonym, de Antiquxtat. C.P.LiiL 133. in Banduri Imperium 
Orient, torn. i. p. 4^- Ludewig (p. 154.) argues fenfibly that Theo- 
dora would not have immortalifed a brothel : but I apply this fadt to 
^<r itcond and chafter refidcnce at ConfiantittO{de. 

J 6 under 
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under the name of his uncle. Perhaps (he con- 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which (he 
had fb often lavifhed on the meaneft of mankind; 
perhaps ihe inflamed, at firft by modeft delays, 
and at lafl: by feniual allurements, the defires of a 
lover, who from nature or devotion was addi£ted 
to long vigils and abilemious diet. When his firft 
traniports had fubfided, ihe ftill maintained the 
feme afcendant over his mind, by the more folid 
merit of temper and underftandihg. Juftinian 
delighted to ennoble and enrich the obje6l of his 
a£fedtion ; the treafures of the Eaft were poured 
at her feet, and the nephew of Juftin was deter- 
mined, perhaps by religious fcruples, to beftow 
on his concubine the facred and legal chara6ter 
of a wife. But the laws of Rome exprefsly pro- 
hibited the marriage of a fenator with any female 
who had been difhonoured by a fervile origin or 
theatrical profeffion ; the Emprefs Lupicina, or 
Euphemia, a barbarian of ruftic manners, but 
of irreproachable virtue, refufed to accept a 
proftitute for her niece ; and even Vigilantia, 
the fuperftitious mother of Juftinian, though 
Ihe acknowledged the wit and beauty of Theo- 
dora, was ferioufly apprehenfive, left the levity 
and arrogance of that artful paramour might 
corrupt the piety and happinefs of her fon. 
Thefe obftacles were removed by the inflexible 
eonftiincy of Juftinian. He patiently expelled 
the death of the Emprefs ; he deQ)ifed the tears 
of his mother, who foon funk under the weight 
of her ad99[l£lion ; and a law was promulgated in 
the name of the Emperor Juftin, which abpliflied 

F 3 the 
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C HA P. the rigid jurifprudence of antiquity. A glorious 
*^ repentance (the words of the edi6l) was left 
open for the unhappy females who had profti- 
tuted their perfons on the theatre, and they 
were permitted to contra6l a legal union with 
the moil illuilrious of the Romans*'. This 
indulgence was ipeedily followed by the folemn 
nuptials of Juftinian and Theodora ; her dignity 
was gradually exalted with that of her lover ; 
and, as foon as Juftin had invefted his nephew 
with the purple, the patriarch of Conilantinople 
placed the diadem on the heads of the Emperor 
and £mpre& of the £aft. But the ufual honours 
which the feverity of Roman manners had 
allowed to the wives of princes, could not 
iatisfy either the ambiticm of Theodora or the 
fondnefs of Juilinian. He feated her on th^ 
throne as an equal and independent colleague 
in the fovereignty of the empire, and an oath 
of allegiance was impofed on the governors of 
the provinces in the joint names of Juftinian 
and Theodora''. The Eaftero work! fell prof^ 
trate before the genius and fortune of the 
daughter of Acacius. The proftitute who^ m 
the prefence of innumerable ipe6kators, had 

^ $tt the old Ia\i^ in Juitiniafi^ 0)dJt (1. v. dt v. leg. 7. dt. zxvu. 
iKg.x )tmd6rt]ieyear8 336 »i4454* Thencwodiifl(»boiittte7eav5at 
cr 5a»« Alexnan. p. 3d. 96*) very awkwardly rq»e9l3 no more dun, the 
etaufe of muliere8y2rmiVir>ld)erdnae» tabemariae. See the novels 89 and 
n y. and a Greek rcftripl frcnto Juftinian to die biiiopt (Aleman. p. 41^). 

^ I iwear by ihe Father* Icc^by the Virgin Meury, by the Icmr G^ 
pelst qusfe in manibns teneo^ and by the holy Archangels Michael and 
Oabriek pvMm coofcientiam germanmn^e fervkimn me ftrvatvum* 
^KxatiffiinisDDI^^JttiUaianoetTheodoraBCOBJagieJQ^ , 

dt. 3.). Wouldi the oath have been binding in favour of the widow ? 
CofBflQuncs titiiii et tnBinjniii &c* (Awqudi* p* 47t 4^*/* 

polluted 
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pottuted the theatre of Conilantinople^ was chap* 
adored as a queen in the fame city, by grave 
magiftrates, orthodox bifhops, vifiorioaa gene« 
rah, and captive moiiarchs ^. 

Thofe wbo believe that the female mind is 
totally depraved by the lofs of chaftity, will 
eagerly liften to all the invectives of private 
envy or popular refentment^ which have dif-< 
fembled the virtues of Theodora, exaggerated 
her vices, and condemned with rigour the venal 
or voluntary fim of the youtliful harlot From a 
motive of Ihame, or contempt^ (he often declined 
the fervile homage of the multitude, eicaped 
from the odicHis light of the capital, and paffed 
the greateft part of tlie year in the palaces and 
gardens which were pleaiantly ieated on the lea-* 
coaftof the Propontis and the Bofphorus. Her 
private hours were devoted to the prudent as well 
as grateful care of her beauty, tlie luscury of 
the bath and table, and the long flumber of the 
evening andthe morning. Her fecret apart* 
ments were occupied by the favourite women 
and eunuchs, whole interefts and pafiions (he 
indulged at the expence of juftice ; the moft * 
iUuftrious perfbnages of the date Were crowded 
into a dark and fultry antichamber, and when at 
laft, after tedious attendance, th^y were admit* 
ted to ki& the feet of Theodoia, they expe* 
rienced, as her humour might fuggeft, the filent 
arrogance of an emprefs, or the capricious levity 

^ ^ Let greatnefs own her, and {he's mean no moi«," &c. 
WklMOt WarborUMl^f critical ttieCcofe^ I flioold never have feen^ In the 
geoanl pdiuM of triwnphaiitvicey any pttibsalaUaiicfn to Theodora* 

F 4 of 
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of a comedian. Her rapacious avarice to aceu« 
mulate ab immenfe treafure, may be excufed by 
the apprehenfion of her hufband's death, which 
could leave no alternative between ruin and the 
throne ; and fear as well as ambition might ex- 
afperate Theodora againll two generals, who du- 
ring a malady of the Emperor had rafhly de- 
clared that they were not difpofed to acquiefce in 
the choice of the capital. But the reproach of 
cruelty, fo repugnant even to her fofter vices, 
has left an indelible ftain on the memory oF 
Theodora. Her numerous fpies obferved, and 
zealoufly reported, every a3;ion, or word, or 
look, injurious to their royal miftrefs. Whom- 
foever they accufed were cafl into her peculiar 
prifons ^\ inacceflible to the inquiries of juftice ; 
and it was rumoured, that the torture of the 
rack, or fcourge, had been infli£l;ed in the pire- 
fenfe of a female tyrant, infenfible to the voice 
of prayer or of pity 3\ Some of thefe unhappy 
victims periihed in deep unwholefome dungeons^ 
while others were permitted, after the lofe of 
their limbs, their reafon, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her 
vengeance, which was commonly extended to 
the children of thofe whom (he had fufpe6led or 
injured. The fenator or biihop, whole death or 
exile Theodora had pronounced, was delivered 
to a trufty meiTenger, and his diligence was 

^' Her prifonsy a labyrinth, a Tartarus (Anecdot. c. \^ were under 
the palace. Darknefs is propitious to cruelty, but it is likewife favour- 
able to calumny and fidUon. 

^' A more jocular whipping was infliAed on Satumius^ for prefiiming 
to fay that his wife, a fi^vourite of the £mpre&» had not been found 
«^TfDT05 (Anecdot. C.I 7.). 

quickened 
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^quickened by a menace from her own mouth. 
*^ If you fail in the execution of my commands, 
•« I fwear by him who liveth for ever, that your 
«^ fldn Ihall be flayed from your body ^'.'' 

If the creed of Theodora had not been tainted Her vir- 
with herefy, her exemplary devotion might have ^"* 
atoned, in the opinion of her contemporaries, for 
pride, avarice, and cruelty. But if Ihe employed 
her influence to aflTuage the intolerant fury of the 
iSmperor, the prefent age will allow fome merit 
to her religion, and much indulgence to her 
fpeculative errors ^\ The name of Theodora 
was introduced, with equal honour, in all the 
pious and charitable foundations of Juftinian ; and 
the mofl: benevolent infl;itution of his reign may 
be afcribed to the fympathy of the Emprefi for 
her lels fortunate fillers, who had been feduced or 
compelled to embrace the trade of proititution. 
A palace, on the Afiatic fide of the BoQ)horus, was 
converted into a ftately and fpacious monaftery, 
and a liberal maintenance was affigned to five 
hundred women, who had been coUeAed from 
the Afreets and brothels of Confl^antinople. In 
this fafe and holy retreat, they were devoted to 
perpetual confinement ; and the defpairpif fome, 
who threw themfelves headlong into the fea, 
was lofl: in the gratitude of the penitents, who 
had been delivered from fin and mifery by their 
generous benefaftrefs ". The prudence of Theo- 
dora 

^ Per viventem in fsecula excoriari te £M:iant. AnaAaiius de Vitit 
Pont in Roman, in Vtgilioy p. 40. 

*♦ Ludewigy p. xdi'^idfi. I give him credit for the chariubfe 
attempt} althougl^ ie hath not much charity in his temper. 

f Compare the Anecdotes (c. 17.) withtiicEdificei(Li.c9.) — how 

diSerendy 
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CHAP, dora is celebrated by Juftmian himfelf ; and hm 
laws are attributed to the fage cotrofek of bi» 
mod reverepd wife, whon^ be had received as 
the gift of the Deity '\ Her courage was dif- 
played amidfl the tumult of the people and the 
terrors of the court. Her chaftity, from the itio^ 
ment of her union with Juftinian, is founded on 
the filence of her implacable enemies ; and, ah 
though the daughter of Acacius might be fa* 
tiated with Iove» yet fome applaufe is due to the 
firmneis of a mind which could iacrifice pleafure 
and habit to the ilronger fenfe either of duty or 
intereft. , The wifhes and prayers of Theodora 
could never obtain the bleffing of a lawful fon, 
and ihe buried an infant daughter, the fole off- 
Ipring of her marriage ^^ Notwitbilanding this 
diiappointment, her dominion was permanent 
and abfolute ; fhe preferved, by art or merit, the 
afie6tions of Juftinian ; and their feeming dif- 
ienfions were always £aital to the courtiers who 
believed them to be fincere* Perhaps her health 
had been impaired by the licentioufnefs of her 
youth ; but it was always delicate^ and fhe was 
directed by her pbyficians to ufe the Pythian 
warm baths. In this journey, the £mpre& was 
followed by the praetorian praefeft, the great 
treafurer, feveral counts and patricisms, and a 

<ii«rendy may die 6ine h6k be ftated ! John Midak (torn. ii. p. 1749 
iy^ydbUarveh ihat on HtM, or a fimilar occafioa>ihe releafed and dnf&td 
the girls whom flie had purchafed from the itews at five aurei a-piece. 

^ NoveLviii. i. An allufion to Theodora. Her enemies read the 
jusmt Dttmonodffra (Aiemaiu p*66.)^ 

^ St. Sabas refulied to pray for a 1am, of Thopdnrs, feft he AmM 
prove aahffetie worie Aan Aniifalkis himfelf (Cyril in Yk. S«i Sabse. 
apud Alemaft. p^ 70i xaf»). 

15 ^iet»lid 
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^lendid train of four thou&nd attendants ; the € HAP/ 
highways were repaired at her approach ; a pa- .J^l ^ 
lace was erected for her reception ; and as (he 
pafled through Bithyma, flie diftiibuted liberal 
alms to the churches, the monafteries, and the 
hofpitals, that they might implore heaven for 
the reiloration of her health ^^ At length, in the and death, 
twenty.fourth year of her marriage, and the ^ ^' ^^^ 
twenty-fecond of her reign, fbe was confumed 
by a cancer^''} and the irreparable lofi was de- 
plored by her hufband, who, in the room of a 
theatrical proftitute, might have ieleded the 
pureft and mod ncble virgin of the £aft^» 

11. A {material difference may be obferved in fhcftc- 
the gsunes of antiquity : the moil eminent of the ^y^^. 
Greeks were a£tors, the Romans were marely 
i^6tators. The Olympic ftadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition ; and if the cai> 
didates could depend on their perfonal ikiW and 
aiiivity, they might purfue the footfteps of Die- 
mede and Menelaus, and condi^ their own 
horfes in the rapid career ^'. Ten, twenty, forty, 

chariots, 

^'See Ji»IliiMaIa^tom.mp. 174* Tli^haiiei^ p. 158. iVooO- 
|»M de Edific L y. c. > * 

^ Theodora Chalcedoneniis fynodi inimtca canceris plag& toto .cor« 
pore perfuJQi Titam prodigiole finivit (ViAor Tantmenfis in Chron.). 
On foch oecailons* anortiuxiox mind it fkeeledaj^unftpil^. Abmas* 
nus (p. ia» 13.) underftands the w<Tt0ui fKoi/undn of Theophanes is 
chni bnguage^ which does not imply either piety or repentance ; yet 
two yean after her deadly St. Theodora is cflkhnUA by Pttil Slt9* 
tiarius (in PToem. v. 58—62.). 

^ As ihe perfecuted the popes, and reje^ed a council, Baronius ex« 
hauils the names of Eve^DalilayHerodias, 5cc.: afterwhichhehasrecourfe 
10 Ills infeiqialtli^ioaary: civisiaferai — ahifnna daemomim-^fttanico ' 
agitata fpiritii — aeftro percita dkbolico, i^c Sk* (A. D« 548, Tf . 24.)^ 

^' H^kd and ^sel the xxiiid boofe af the mad, a liting pliAure of 
ftSBk»i»9 aad d^e whobi^Mmiuid ^ickof liKedMnot ner. 

WcfPt 
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'C|l A P. chariots, were allowed to ftaft at the fame in- 
5^ . ft^nt J a crown of leaves was the reward of the 
vifitOr; and his fame, with that of his family 
and country, was chaunted in lyric ftrains mor^ 
durable than monuments of brafs and marble. 
But a ienator, or even a citizen, confcious of 
his dignity, would have blulhed to expofe his 
perfbn or his horfes in the circus of Rome. The 
games were exhibited at the expence of the re- 
public, the magiflrates, or the emperors: but 
the reins were abandoned to fervile hands ; and 
if the profits of a favourite charioteer fometiraes 
exceeded thofe of an advocate, they muft be con- 
iidered as the effects of popular extravligance, 
and the high wages of a dilgraceful profeffion. 
The race, in its firft inftitution, was a fimple 
cbnteft of two chariots, whofe drivers were dif- 
tinguifhed by white and red liveries ; two addi- 
tional colours, a light green^ and a caerulean 
bhiey were afterwards introduced; and as the 
races were repeated twenty-five times, one hun- 
dred chariots contributed in the fame day to the 
pomp of the circus. The four ^(J^/(ww foon ac- 
quired a legal eflablifhment, and a myfterious 
origin, and their fanciful colours were derived 
from the various appearances of nature in the 
four feafons of the year ; the red dog-ilar of 
fummer, the fnows of winter, the deep fhades of 
*autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the fpring^. 

Another 

yrd^M Diflertation on the Olympic Games (feet, xii — ^xvii.) afford» 
much curious and authentic inf ormatbn. 

^' The four coloursi aUftth rujutit prajinh venetn repreient the 
four b9&iOMf according to Caffiinlorius (Var. iii* 5 x . > who Uvifliea much 

\ wit 
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Another interpretation preferred the elements to c H A^ p^ 
the feafons, and the ftruggle of the green and blue ^^ 
was fuppofed to reprefent the conilidt of the earth 
and fea. Their refpe£tive victories announced 
either a plentiful harveft or a profperous naviga* 
tion, and the hoflility of the hufbandmen and 
mariners was fomewhat lefs abfurd than the blind 
ardour of the Roman people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
efpoufed. Such folly was difdained and indulged 
by the wifell princes ; but the names of Caligula, 
Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla, 
and Elagabalus, were enrolled in the blue or 
green factions of the circus : they frequented ^ R^"^ 
their ilables, applauded their favourites, chaC* 
tifed their antagonifls, and deferved the efteem 
of the populacQ, by the natural or affe£ted imita* 
tion of their manners. The bloody and tumultu* 
ous conteft continued to dillurb the public fe&u 
\ity; till the lail age of the lpe6tacles of RopGie^ 
and Theodoric, from a motive of juftice or affec- 
tion, interpofed his authority to prote6l; the 
greens againll the violence of a conful and a 
patrician^ who were paffionately addidled to the 
blue fa£lion of the circus*'. 

Conflantinople adopted the follies, though not The^dlf- 
the virtues, of ancient Rome : and the fame fac- ^.^ 

' ' ftaiiunople 

vit and eloquence on this theatrical myftery. Of theTe coloun, Uie ^aT^^ 
three £rft may be fairly tranllated wJbiief redf and greim Fenetus is ex- "^^ 
plained by caruletUf a word various and va|^: it is properiy the iky 
reflected in the fea; but cuftom and conveoience may aUow blue as an 
equivalent (Robert. Stephan. fub voce. Spence's Polyinetis» p. aaS.). 
^ See Onuphrius Panvinius de Ludls Circenfibusy L L c 109 iz.; 
the xviith Annotation pn Maftou's Hifioiy of Ae Qermatis; and Ale- 
mfu ad. ciji. 

tions 
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C H A F. tions which had agitated the circus, raged with 
/^* ; redoubled fery in the hippodrome. Under the 
reign of Anaftafius, this popular frenzy was in- 
flamed by religious zeal ; and the greens, who 
had treacheroufly concealed llpnes and daggers 
under ba(kets of fruit, maflacred, at a folemn fef- 
tival, three thou&nd of their blue adverfaries ^. 
From the capital, this peftilence was difiu&d 
into the provinces and cities of the Eaft, and 
the fportive diftinSiion of two colours produced 
two ftrong and irreconcileable fa^ions, which 
fhook the foundations of a feeble government *^ 
Hie popular diflenfions, founded on the moft 
' ierious intereft, or holy pretence, have fcarcely 
equalled the obftinacy of this wanton difcord, 
which invaded the peace of families, divided 
friends and brothers, and tempted the female 
fex, though leldom feen in the circus, to efpoufe 
the inclinations of their lovers, or to contradict 
the wifhes of their hulbands. Every law, either 
human or divine, was trampled under foot, and 
as long as the party was fucceisful, its deluded 
followers appealred carelefs of private diftrefi or 
public calamity. The licence, without the free- 
dom, of democracy, was revived at Antioch and 
Conflantinople, and the fupport of a faction be- 

^ Marcellin. in Chron. p. 47. Inftead of the vulgar word njenet^ 
ha uftt tihc more exquifite terms of carvka and c^reaHs* Boronius 
(A« D. 50i> No. 49 5» 6.) is fatisfied that the blues wtrt orthodox ; 
but TiBeiiMMit is angry at the fuppofitiony and will not aUow any mar- 
tyrs m a playhottfe (Hiil. des. £mp. torn. vi. p. 554.). 

-*' See ProcepittS) Perfic. L i. c. i(4. In defcribing the vices of the 
fa^ons and of thegoTeminent» thej^»^//V» isnot mote favourable than 
the ftcnty hiftorian. Akman. (p. 26.) has quoted a fine pafTage from 
Gregory Nazianzen^ which proves the inveteracy of the evil. 

came 
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came neceflary to every candidate for civil or c h a P. 
ecclefiaftical honours. A fecret attachment to ^• 
the family or fefil of Anaftafius was imputed to ^ 
the greens ; the blues were zealoufly devoted to 
the caufe of orthodoxy and Juftinian ^, and their j„ftj„j^ 
grateful patron protedled, above five years, the favounthc 
diibrders of a fa6tion, whofe (eafonable tumults ^^""* 
overawed the palace, the fenate, and the capitals 
of the £aft. Infolent with royal favour, the blues 
affe^d to ftrike terror by a peculiar and Bar« 
baric drefs, the long hair of the Huns, their clofe 
fleeves and ample garments, a lofty ftep, and a 
fonorous voice. In the day they concealed their 
two-edged poynards, but in the night they boldly ' 
affembled in arms, and in numerous bands, pi*e- 
pved for every a3; of violence aiid rapine. 
Their adverfaries of the green fa^ion, or even 
im^nfive citizens, were dripped and often mur- 
dered by thefe nocturnal robbers, and it became 
dangerous to wear any gold buttons or girdies, 
or to appear at a late hour in the flreets of a 
peaceftil capital. A daring fpirit, rifing with 
impunity, proceeded to violate the fafeguard of 
private houfes ; and fire was employed to faci-^ 
litate die attack, or to conceal the crimes of thefe 
fauStiouu rioters. No place was fafe or facred 
from their depredations ; to gratify either ava- 
rice or revenge, they profufely fpilt the blood of 
the innocent ; churches and altars were polluted 
by atrocious murders; and it was the boaft of the 

^ Tlie partiality of Juitiiuait for tlie blues (Anecdot. c. 7^ is it- 
teflted hf Evagrios ^lUt Eccles. 1. ir. c. 3a.}i ^^"^ MaUla (tom. S. 
p. 1389 iS9')f efpecially for Antioch ; and Theoplunes (p. X4»*> 

aflailins. 
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CHAP, aflaffins, that their dexterity could always inflict 
^ ^^ ^ a mortal wound with a ^fingle ftroke of their 
dagger. The diflblute youth of Conftantinople 
adopted the blue livery of diforder ; the laws 
were filent, and the bonds of fociety were re- 
; laxed^ creditors were. compelled to reiign their 
obligations; judges to reverfe their fentence; 
mailers to enfranchife. their ilaves; fathers to 
fupply the extravagance of their children; noble 
matrons were proftituted to the lull of their fer- 
vants ; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 
their parents ; and wives, unlefs they preferred a 
.voluntary death, were ravilhed in the prefence.of 
their hu(bands*\ The defpair of the greens, 
who were perfecuted by their enemies, and de- 
fected by the magiflrate, aflumed the privilege 
of defence, perhaps of retaliation: but thofe 
who furvived the combat were dragged to exe^ 
cution, and the unhappy fugitives, efcaping to 
woods and caverns, preyed without mercy on 
the fociety fjrom whence they were expelled. 
Thofe minift^rs of juftice who had courage to 
punilh the crimes, and to brave the refentment 
of the blues, became the vi6tims of their indif- 
creet zeal ; a praefefil of Conftantinople fled for 
refuge to the^ioly fepulchre, a count of the Eaft 
was ignominioufly whipped, and a governor of 
Cilicia was hanged, by the order of Theodora, 
on the tomb of two aflaflins whom he had con- 

♦' A wife (fays Ph)copiu»), who was feized and almoft raviihed by a 
bloe coaty threw hexfelf into the Bofphorus. The biihops of the fecond 
Syria (Aleman. p. a6.) deplore. a fimilar fuicidef the guilt or glory of 
female chaftityi and name the heroine* 

demned 
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detnned for the murder of his groom, and a chap. 
daring attack upon his own life ^. An afpiring ^^' , 
candidate may be tempted to build his greatnefs 
on the public confufion, but it is the intereft as 
well as duty of a fovereign to maintain the au- 
thority of the laws. The firft edidl of Juftinian, 
which was often repeated, and fometimes exe- 
cuted, announced his firm refolution to fupport 
the innocent, and to chaftife the guilty of every 
denomination and colour. Yet the balance of 
juftice was ftill inclined in favour of the blue 
fa3:ion, by the fecret aiFeftion, the habits, and 
the fears of the Emperor ; his equity, after an 
apparent ftruggle, fubmitted, without reluc- 
tance, to the implacable paffions of Theodora, 
and the Emprefs never forgot, or forgave, the 
injuries of the comedian. At the acceffion of 
the younger Juftin, the proclamation of equal and 
rigorous juftice indire6lly condemned the parti- 
ality of the former reign. " Ye blues, Juftinian 
« is no more ! ye greens, he is ftill alive *' !" 

A fedition, which almoft laid Conftantinople Sedition of 
in aflies, was excited by the mutual hatred and Conftami- 
momentary reconciliation of the two fadlions. n^ed"'* 
In the fifth year of his reign, Juftinian celebrd- ^^^^* 
ted the feftival of the ides of January: the ji^J^.^' 
games were incefllantly difturbed by the cla- . 

*® The doubtful credit of Procopius (Anecdot. c. x;.) u fupportei) 
by the lefs partial Evagrius, who confirms the fa<Sl, and fpecifies the 
titames. The tragic iate of the praefeft gf Conibuitinople is ivlated hj 
John Malala (torn. ii. p. I39*)* 

^ See John Malala (torn. ii. p. 14 7.) » yet he owns that Juftini^ 
was attached to the blues. The feeming difcord of the Emperor and 
Theodora, is perhaps viewed with two much jealoufy and refinemehi 
by.Procopius (Anecdot. c. io.> See Alexhan. IVsefat. p. d. ' 

VOL, VII. G morous 
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CHAP, morous difconitept of the gr^ns; tUl the twenty- 
^* fecond race, the £mperor maiot^ined his fil^nt 
gravity ; at length, yielding to his imp^tienpes^ 
he condefcended to hold, in abrupt feptep- 
ces, and by the voice of a cryer, the moil 
lingular di^,togue ^"^ that ever paffed b^^tw^en ^ 
prince wd his fubjedls. Thpi? firft ipOKiplai^tig 
w^re refpedlful and naodeft j they acciife^ th^i 
fubordinate minifter^ of oppreflion, s^pd pro- 
claiii[ied their wiihes for the long life apd victory 
of the Emperor. " Be patient and attentive, ye 
^' infolent railers !'' exclaimed Juftinian ; ^^ bQ 
^' mute, ye Jews, Samaritans, and Mapiche^ns 1^' 
The greens ftUl attempted to awal^en his c<>m- 
paiBon. ** We are poor, we ar? in^nocent^ we atQ 
" injured^ we dare not pafs through the ftreets : 
*« a general perfecution is ej^e^cifed againft our 
^' n^Oie aad colour. Let us die« ^ Emperor \ 
" but let us die by your command, and foi: your 
" fervice !'* But the repetition of partial and paf- 
fionate inve6tives degraded, in their eyesi, the 
n^ajeily of the purple ; they renounced a]tt^s^ce 
IjP the prince who refufed juftice ta his p^qple \ 
^Viented tha^t the father of JuftiniaA had been 
born i a^d, branded bis fon with the approl^ious 
Qa,mQS of a,n homipide, ^n af$, and ^ poured 
tyrant. " Do ypi^ defpife youf lives. J" ?«^ 
thcindignant monarch : thehlues rofe with fury 
from tk^ir fe^ts ; their hoflile clamours, thundered 
ifx tibe hippodrome i aod their advei^unes, de» 

^ This dialoguei which Theophanes has preferyedf exhibitsi the po- 
pular lai^uage> as well as the manner^ of Conftantinopl^ ia the xi|4 
century. Their Greek is nungled with man^ i^rang^. a^ ha4>su:cM^ 
wgrdsy for whigb Puca^ige ciuuiot 4way8^&n4a.Q]v$|UM% 

ferting 
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lertdi^i; the aneq|iui conteft, fpread terror and de- c H A P. 
ipair tlireugh the ftreets of Conftantinople. At ^^ 
thia dangerous moment^ feven notorious aflkffina 
of both factions, who had been condemned bf 
the pT9£eStj were carried round the city, and 
afterwards tranfported to the place of executioa 
to the fuburfo of Fera. Four were immediately 
beheaded ; a fifth was hanged : but when the 
fame punifhment was inflicted on the remaining 
two, the rope broke, they fell alive to the ground^ 
the populace ^plauded their efcape, and the 
mcmkfi of St^Conon, ifluing from the neigh- 
bouring convent, conveyed them in a boat to 
the ian&uary of the church ^\ As one of th^ 
criminak was of the blue, and the other of the 
green livery, the two &^ions were equally pro« 
voked by the cruelty of their oppreflbr, or the 
ingratitude of their patron ; and a fhort truce 
was conchided till they had delivered their 
priibners, and fatisfied then* revenge. The p&* 
lace of the pr«feS;, who withftood the feditious 
torrent, was inftandy burnt, hia officers and 
guards were maflacred, the prifons were forced 
op^Ei, and freedom was reftored to thofe who 
could only ufe it for the public deftrudion. A 
military force, which had been difpatcbed to 
the aid of the civil migiftrate, was fiercely 
encountered by an armed multitude, whofe 
numbers and boldnefi continually increafed^ 
and the Heruli, the wildeft Barbarians in the 
iervice of the empire, overturned the priefts and 

'' See tUtdiUEckaBdiasnaftcry luDucangey C P. Cbnfiiaaa* Liv. 

2 their 
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CHAP, their relics, which, from a pious motive, had 
^? ^_y been raflily interpofed to feparate the bloody 
confli6l. The tumult was exalperated by this 
facrilege, the people fought with enthufiadm in 
the caufe of God ; the women, from the roofs 
and windows, ftiowered ilones on the heads of 
the foldiers ; who darted firebrands againil the 
houfes ; and the various flames, which had been 
kindled by the hands of citizens and ftrangers, 
Ipread without controul over the face of the city. 
The conflagration involved the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, the baths of Zeuxippus, a part of the 
palace, from the firfl: entrance to the altar of 
Mars, and the long portico from the palace to 
the forum of Confl^antine ; a large hofpital, with 
the fick patients, was confumed ; many churches 
and fl:ately edifices were defl:royed, and an 
immenfe treafure of gold and filver was either 
melted or lofl;. From fuch fcenes of horror and 
diftrefs, the wife and wealthy citizens efcaped 
over (he Boiphorus to the Afiatic fide ; and 
during five days Confl^antinople was abandoned 
tothefa6lions,whofewatch-word,NiKA,i;a;rji£i^/ 
has given a name to this memorable fedition ^\ 
The dif. As long as the fafilions were divided, the tri- 
trefs of umphant blues,.and defponding greens, appeared 
Juftinian. ^^ ^^^j^^j^ ^j^j^ ^^^ f;^^^ indifference the difor- 

ders of the fixate. They agreed to cenfure the 
corrupt management of juftice and the finance j 
and the two refponfible minillers, the artful 

'^ The hifiory of the Nika fedition is extracted from Marcellinus^iii 
Chron.)» Procopius (Periic. 1. i. c. %6*), John Malala (torn. ii. p. »I3— « 
a 1 8.), Chron. Pkfchal. (p. 336^340.), Theophanes (Chronograph. 
P* IJ4— xj^i)f «id Zonanw (1. xiv. p. 6z— 63*}. 

Tri. 
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Tribonian, and the rapacious Jolm of Cappa- CHAP, 
docia, were loudly arraigned as the authors of , J^ , 
the public mifery. The peaceful murmurs of 
the people would have been difregarded : they 
were heard with refpe6t when the city was in 
flames; the quseftor, and the pr8efe6t, were 
inftantly removed, and their offices were filled 
by two fenators of blamelefs integrity. After 
this popular conceffion, Juflinian proceeded to 
the hippodrome to confefs his own errors, and to 
accept the repentance of his grateful fubje6ts; but 
they diftrufted his afiurances, though folemnly 
pronounced in the prefence of the holy gofpels ; 
and the Emperor, alarmed by their diflruil, re- 
treated with precipitation to the Jftrong fortrefs 
of the palace. The obftinacy of the tumult was 
now imputed to a fecret and ambitious confpi- 
racy, and a fufpicion was entertained, that the 
infurgehts, more efpecially the green fadtion, 
had been fupplied with arms and money by Hy- 
patius and Pompey, two patricians, who could 
neither forget with honour, nor remember with 
firfety, that they were the nephews of the Em- 
peror Anaftafius. Capricioufly trufled, diH 
graced, and pardoned, by the jealous levity of 
the monarch, they had appeared as loyal fer- 
vants before the throne ; and, during five days 
of the tumult, they were detained as important 
hoftages ; till at length, the fears of Juflinian 
prevailing over his prudence, he viewed the two 
brothers in the light of fpies, perhaps of afifaflins, 
and fternly commanded them to depart from the 
palace. After a fruitlefs reprefentation, that 

6 3 obe- 
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c H A Pi obedieBce might lead to involuntaiy trealbn, 
^ -^_ _f they retired to their houfes, and in the morning 
of' the fixth day Hypatius was furrounded and 
feized by the peojde, who, reg^ardlefi of his vir- 
tnousrefiftance^ and the tears of his wife, tran& 
ported their farvourite to the forum of Conftan- 
Idne, and inftead of a diadem, placed a rich col^ 
lar on his head. If the ufurper, who afterwards 
pleaded the merit of his delay, had complied 
with the advice of his fenate, and urged tiie ftiay 
of tiie multitude, their firft irreMible effiirt might 
have oppreffed or expelled his trembling compe* 
titor. The Byzantine palace enjoyed a free 
communication with the fea; veffids lay ready 
at the garden (lairs ^ and a fecret refblntion ww 
already formed, to convey the Empenor with his 
family and treafures to a iafe retreat, at fome 
difisince from the capital. 
Firmnefs Juftinian was loft, if the proftitute whom he 
of Theo- r-aifed from the theatre had not renounced the 
timidity, as well as the virtues, of her fax. In 
tjxe midft of a council, where Belifarius was pre- 
fent, Theodora alone diQ)layed the i^irit of aa 
hero ; and fhe alone^ without appr^ending his 
future hatred, could fave the Emperor from the 
imminent danger, and his unworthy &ars, ^^ M 
«* flightj*' faid the confbit of JufUniao, ^ were 
^ the only means of fii&ty, yet I fhould difdaia 
*' to Sy.. Death is the condition of our birth ; 
" but they who have reigned fliould nevei' fur- 
*^ vive the loft of dignity and dominion. I imi-^ 
^ plore heajven, that I may never be leen, not a 
^ day, without my diadent and purple ; that 1 

15 « may 



•« ftiay fio lofigeif behold the lights when I ceafe chap. 
« tb be faluted with die ttfttafe of QUeen. If ydU xl. 
" refblve, O Caefef ! td flyj you have treafiire* % ~ ^~ '^ 
*< behold the fea, you have fliips ; but tremble 
« left the d^re of life fhoiild expofe you td 
*• wretched eiile aid ignottiinious death. For 
*« thy o^h piai^t, I adhere to the maxim of ainti- 
•* qtiifr, that the throne is a glorious fepiilchre.'^ 
The firmmd^ df a woman reftored the courage to 
deliberate and afit, and courage ibon difcovers • 
the Sources df the tfioft deli)erate fituation. It 
vtM sfn eafy and a decffive meafure to Revive the 
atiii^dfitjr df the fa6ti6ns ; the blue wfefe afto- 
niflied at theit own giiilt and folly, that a tti^ 
fling injury fiioQld proVolce them to cohfpife 
with th6lr implacable eneirlies againft i graciouii 
and Uberal ben^fa^or ; they again proclaimed The fedi- 
the majefty of Juftinian, and th6 greens, with ^^''JrK^"^ 
their upftart emperor, were left alone in the hip- 
podrome. The fidelity of the gUards was doubt- 
ftil ; but the militaty foWe of Juftinian confiflled 
in three thoufaiad veterans, who had been trained 
ta valour and difeiplme in the Perfian and Illy- 
rian wars. Under the command of Befifai^ius 
a<rd Mundus, they filently marched in two divi- 
fiokis from the pdace, forced their obfcufe way 
through narrow paffages, expiring flames, and 
fhUing edifices, and burft open at the fame mo- 
ment the two Oppoflte gates of the hip^odf ome. 
In tiuB na;ri*ow fj^acfe, the difofd^rlydndafFrighted 
crowd was incapable of refifting on either fide a 
firm aiid' regular attack ; the blueS figiialized the 
fury of their repentance ; and it is computed, thut 
G 4 above 
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c u A P. above thirty thoufand perfons were flain in the 
^^J^^ mercilefs and promifcuous carnage of the day. 
Hypatius wa3 dragged from his throne, and con- 
dui^ed with his brother Pompey to the feet of 
the Emperor : they implored his clemency ; but 
their crime was manifeft, their innocence uncer- 
tain, and Juftinian had been too much terrified 
to forgive. The next morning the two nephews 
of Anaftafius, with eighteen illuftrious accom- 
plices, of patrician or confular rank, were pri- 
vately executed by the foldiers ; their bodies 
were thrown into the fea, their palaces razed, 
and their fortunes confifcated. The hippodrome 
itfelf was condemned, during feveral years, to a 
mournful filence : with the reftoration of the 
games, the fame diforders revived ; and the blue 
and green faftions continued to affli6t the reign 
of Juftinian, and to difturb the tranquillity of 
the Eaftern empire ". 
Agricui- III. That empire, after Rome was barbarous, 

nmufoc- fti'^ embraced the nations whom Ihe had con- 
tures of quered beyond the Hadriatic, and as far as the 
cmn;i!!^^™ frontiers of ^Ethiopia and Perfia. Juftinian 
reigned over fixty-four provinces, and nine hun- 
dred and thirty-five cities 5*; his dominions were 
bleffed by nature with the advantages of foil, fitu- 
ation, and climate: and the improvements of hu- 
man art had been perpetually diffufed along the 

'^ Marcellinus fays in general termsy innumeris populis in circo tru- 
cidatis Rrocopius numbers 30,000 vidlims : and the 35^00 of Theo- 
phanes are fweUed to 40,000 by the more recent Zonaras.. Such is the 
ufual progrefs of exaggeration. 

'^ HierocleS) a contemporary of Juftinian> compofed his ZiwIex^^ 
(Itineraria, p. 631.), or review of the eaftern pro"^ces and cities, before 
the year szs (Wdfeling. in IVaefat. and Not. ad p. 6»3, &c.> 
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coaft of the Mediterranean and the banks of the chap. 
Nile, from ancient Troy to the Egyptian Thebes* , j^ 
Abraham** had been relieved by the well-known 
plenty of Egypt ; the fame country, a fmall and 
populous tra£t, was Hill capable of exporting, 
each year, two hundred and fixty thoufand quar- 
ters of wheat for the ufe of Conftantinople**^j- 
and the capital of Juilinian was fupplied with 
the manufadlures of Sidon, fifteen centuries 
after they had been celebrated in the poems 
of Homer 5^ The annual powers of vegetation^ 
inftead of being exhaufted by two thoufand bar* 
veils, were renewed and invigorated bylkilfulhuf- 
bandry, rich manure, and feafonable repofe. Tl^e 
breed of domeftic animals was infinitely multi- 
plied. Plantations, buildings, and the inftru- 
ments of labour and luxury, which are more 
durable than the term of human life, were accu- 
mulated by the care of fucceffive generations. 
Tradition preferved, and experience Amplified, 
the humble pra6lice of the arts: fociety was en- 
riched by the divifion of labour and the facility 
of exchange; and every Roman was lodged, 
clothed, and fubfifted, by the induftry of a thou- 
fand hands. The invention of the loom and di|i 

'^ See the Book of Geneiis (xii. io.)y and theadminitotionof Jefeph# 
The annals of the Greeks and HebreWs agree in the early arts and 
plenty of JSgypt: but this antiquity fuppofes a long feries of improve* 
ments: and Warburton, who is ahnoft fHfled by the Hebrew^ calls aloud 
for the Samaritan chronology (Divine Legation> voL iii. p» 29, &c.). 

^ Eight millions of Roman modii, befides a contribution c£ 8o>ooo. 
auxei for the expences of water-carriagey from which the fubjedt wa» 
gracioufly excufed* See the xiiith £di6i of Juftinian : the numbers are 
checked and verified by the agreement of the Greek and Latin texts^ 

'^ Homer's Ifiad^ vi. 289* Thefe veils^ vrenrAoi vctfAVcuuXoh were the 
work of the Sidbnian women. But this pailage is more honourable to 
the manufadlures than to the navigation of Phoenicia^ hom whence 
they had been imported to Troy in Phrygian bottoms. 

taff 
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CHAP, teff h^ be6n piotifly afcf ibfed to the gods. Ill 
*^ every age, a variety of aniittal arid veget^le pro- 

^'''^'*'*^ du€fcioi£3, hair, {kins, \voaI, flaX, cottoi), attd at 
Ungth Jtlky have been (kilfhlly rfi^ftttfa^ur^d td 
hide or adorn the human body; they Were ftained 
With an i^uflon of pertftanefit eoloars ; tmd the 
pencil was fuccefefuUy employed to improve th^ 
kbourd of the loom. In the choice of thtffe co- 
lours ^ whieh imitate the beauties of natute, the 
fireedonJ Of tafte &nd fefliion Was iftdulgfed ; btit 
the deep purple^ which the Phoenicians e^traifted 
from a fhell-fifh, wad reftrdined to the facrftd per- 
fifht aMd palace of the emperor ; and the penfl;lti6$ 
of treajbn were denouneed againft the Ambitious 
fobjeas, who dared to ufurp the prerogativfe of 
ihe throne*^^ 

The ufe of I need not explain thai Jtik*' i^ Oti^n*!ly fyxxti 

VL^i^^ from the bowels of a caterpillar, and that it eom- 
pofefi the goMen tomb from whence a worm 

emerges 

^^ See in Ovid (de Arte Amandif iil. %6^9 &c.) a poetical lift of 
t^9(^1^ ^6k)m« bohrywed At>Ai fio^ii^^} t)ie dem€nts» ftc. fiiititiSd. 
nfoft itap^fEble to diTaninxAjUe by words att the nice a&d mrioUi 
fliades both of art and nature. 

^By thedi&ovfer^r of eochinealy M. Wft i^ fur^ th£ edloUri of 
aitiqi^. Thtir roytd pittite had a ftroag find), and si dttit odft a 
deep as bull's blood — obfcuritas nibens (lays Cafliodoriusy Var. I9 2,) 
tAgmb fid^itfmSA. iThfc pi«fidfeilt OOguet (Origin^ dM Ldisf et des 
AnSf pftt M. I; iL «. jK 9{¥94-^»t:f.) will tttivS^ and'&tisiy die ttadef. 
I d§\lbl li^iedier hir boiblt) ^S^^tMf i» Enflahdi is th ¥^I1 k&oifti ia 

It diiefve« td b€. 

^IlifiWiciil iMKx^ of tbiiJtildlK^ hftV^beeil d^eafioiTadly intit)aueed, 
d»a'A&xi]Pl&olVAi|^fHaf6b«f^aaaM: ^f tiie jif^tfttfy atft« <^ def- 
|«liijiri«<efe Jl^itf6d% me fobO'aiid^enml d(<ellKfttid^§ of Ik^KftodeX 

IhmMimL 1. 1. nt; fir; leg& ^. Cod^ JiimtiUtti. i.£i. dt ^. 1^. 5.> 

Alt ill£;ldl<ott# ftrttSMmrtLtd nttWbty ttM&km^ il^ apfdlfed to the 
IPfllM#y th^ ieiflsie &xltm (Cod. Tlieodos. 1. jtv; tit 7. leg; rf .> 
*''fe^]dftmy'^ini^ir(lla'ihof«woifdetfill thih Ovfd's 1^^^ 

tliS! 
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emerges in the fomi of a botterfly. Till the teigti chap. 
cf Juftinian, the fllk-trorms who feed on the leaves ^^ 
of the white mulberry-tree, were cottfined t6 
China; thoie of the piive, the oadc, and the s^^ 
trere common in the forefts both of Afia and Eu» 
rope i but as their education is more difficult, atid 
their produce more fiivcertetin,they weregenferally 
neglected, except in the little illand of Ceos, near 
the coaft of Attica. A thin gauze was procured 
from their webs, and this Cean manufa^torey 
the invention of a Woman, for female ufe, wan 
long admired both in the Eaft and at Koine. 
Whatever fufpicions may be raifed by the gar* 
ments of the Medies amd Afiyriafls, Virgil is the 
Hioft ancient writer, who exprefsly mentions 
the foft wool which was combed from thie trees 
ei the Seres or Chinefe ""* ; and this natural 
error, lefs marvellous tham the truth, was* fi<!)wly 
eorreS^ by the knowledge rtf a valuable inieft, 
Ibe firft artificer of the luxury of nations. That 
tare and elegant luxury was cenfiired in the 
teign of Tiberius, by the graved of the Romstns ; 
a&d Pliny, in affi^6ted though forcible language, , 
has condenuied the thirft of gain^, which ex-^ 
plored the lail confines of the earth, for the 
pernicious purpofe of expofing to the pid»lic 



iOfttif Ceo^ai deTcribed hfWnyiHUt IfhaaohMi. 9^ •;; wtdi thri 
of ihiBtfi^ Vtmud Jdhitt, Hmloaiii and BroderX iiiif b» iDuAlted 
If afiinUirfpcde>mClitiuk(Mxmioif8i^l6«C^ 
--59^)s bur oor filk-worm^ arivdl u the white mttIb«t]r-4Mi»^MHr 
odflKMHi to Tliaophraftiis sod Pliiiy; 

^' Geoi^c. iL III. Serica quandb Vflneriiit la vSjm^pbuUBamtm 
feio : iiifpioor tuiieitin Jttlii Cftfaris ahro^ lUuxf ante mm- iftveidO^ ftys 
JuRm L^)aas.(Excuiiut u ad'Taeir Annai. ii. 3s.). Sh Bkm CiOm 
^ sdiii* p. 3581 edit* Refanar> and Paufiniai 0» vi. (>« ji^ytlM^ii^ 
who deiaibe%'hawev«pflnB%«fyt tfa« Seiic ixAGs, 

eye 
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eye naked draperies and tranfparent miatrons ^^^ 
A drefe which fliewed the turn of the limbs^ 
and colour of the Ikin, might gratify vanity^ or 
provoke defire; the filks which had been clofely 
woven in China, were fometimes unravelled by 
the Phoenician women, and the precious mate- 
rials were multiplied by a loofer texture, and 
the intermixture of linen threads *\ Two hun- 
dred years after the age of Pliny, the ufe of 
pure or even of mixed filks was confined to the^ 
female fex, till the opulent citizens of Roml^ 
and the provinces \^ere infenfibly familiarized 
with the example of Elagabalus, the firfl^ who, 
by this effeminate habit, had fuUied the dignity 
of an emperor and a man. Aurelian complained, 
that a pound of filk was fi^ld at Rome for twelve 
ounces of gold : but the fbpply increafed with 
the demand, and the price diminiihed with the 
fupply. If accident or monopoly fometimes 
raifed the value even above the fl^andard of 
Aurelian, the manufadlures of Tyre and Berytus 
were fometimes compelled, by the operation of 
the fame caufes, to content themfelves with a 
ninth part of that extravagant rate *^ A law 

*^ Tarn longinquo orbp pctltur, ut in publico matrona tranfluceat .... 
ut denudet foeminas veftis (Plin. vi. io. xL 21.). V^uro and Publius Syrus 
had already played on the Toga vetrea> ventus texilis, and nebula linea 
(Horatb Serriion. i. a. loi. vrith the notes of Torrentius andDacier). 

^ On the texture» colours^ names, and ufe of the filky half filk and 
linen garments of antiquity^ fee the profound) difiufe, and obfcure re- 
ieaix:he8 of the great Salmafius(m HiifL AuguiL p.ia7. 3099 3X0. 339. 
34i» 34»« 344» 3^8 — 391. 395. 5^$'}» who was ignorant of the moft 
commoii trades of Dijon or Leyden* 

^. Flavius VoimIcus in Aurelian. c. 45* in Hift. Auguft. p. 214. See. 
.Salmafius ad Hift. Aug. p. 392. and Flinian»-£xercitat. in Solinum^ 
p. 6949 695. The Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 25.) fiate a partial and 
Impeif e<Sl rate of the price of filk in the tin^ of Juftinian. 

was 
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ifTas thought neceffary to dircriminate the drefe CHAP, 
of comedians from that of fenators ; and of ^^^ 
the filk exported from its native country, the far 
greater part was confumed by the fubjefts of 
Juftinian. They were ilill more intimately ac- 
quainted with a ihell-iifh of the Mediterranean, 
furnamed the filk-worm of the fea ; the fine 
.wool or hair by which the mother-of-pearl affixes 
itfelf to the rock, is now manufactured for 
curiofity rather than ufe ; and a robe obtained 
from the fame Angular materials, was the gift of 
the Roman Emperor to the fatrapsjof Armenia^^. 

A valuable merchandize of fmall bulk is ca« ^poru- 
pable of defraying the expence of land carriage j c^ by 
and the caravans traverfed the whole latitude of land and 
Afia in two hundred and forty-three days from ^ 
the Ghinefe ocean to the fea-coaft of Syria. Silk 
was immediately delivered to the Romans by the 
Perfian merchants^% who frequented the fairs of 
Armenia and Nifibis : but this trade, n^ich in 
the intervals of truce was opprefled by avarice 
and jealoufy, was totally interrupted by the long 
wars of the rival monarchies. The great king 
might proudly number Sogdiana, and evenSericay 
among the provinces of his empire ; but his real 
dominion was bounded by the Oxus, and his 
ufeful intercourfe with the Sogdoites, beyond the 

^ Procopius de Edif. 1. Hi. c. i. Thefe pinnei de mer are found near 
Smyrna, Sicily^ Corfica, and Mmorca ; and a pair of gloves of their, 
filk was prefented to Pope Benedia XTV. 

^ Ptocoptus Perfic. 1. i. c ao* L ii. c. %$• Gotixic. L iv. c. i^. Me- 
aander in Excerpt. Legat. p. Z07. Of the Parthian or Perfian empire, 
Ifidore of Charax (in Stathmis ParthictB, p. 7, 8. in Hudfon, Geography] 
Minor. t6m.ii.) hat marked the roadsy andAm^nianus MarceUlnus. 
(!• xxliL c* 6< p. 466^ has enumerated the provinces. 

river. 
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e H A F» rivf r, d«p«i)dad on tha jdeafure of their coq^ 
^j^ V^er^)^y the white Huns, and the Turks, who 
fiieQaffiveljr mgiwA over that induftrious people* 
Yet the «Mft &vQKe doixiimon has not extirpated 
the i«tds of ^grimitme and commerce, in a re^ 
gtod which it celebrated as o<»e of the four gar^ 
deiks of AUski the cities q£ Saoiarcand and Bo^ 
ehara weadvantag^mmfly feated for the exchange 
«f its vfurioya piodudicffis ; and their merchants 
purchii&d &ma the Chinefe^^ the raw or manu* 
£idufed &k which they traofported into Periia 
for the u& of the Roman empire. In the vain 
c^pitftl q£ ChiM, the Sogdian caravans were 
entertained u the fiippliant embaffies of tributary 
kingdoms, md if they returned in iafety, the 
bcitd tdventure wae rewarded with exorbitant 
giin. Bat the diiieultaAd perilous march from 
Samtrcand to the firft town of Shenfi, could not 
be pefformed in lels than fUty, c^bty, or one 
kuttiied days; aa foon as they had pafled the 
Jaiafles> l^ey entered the dc^rt i and the wan- 
String hprds„ unld^ they are reftrained by armies 
and garrifisns,. have always coolid^ed the citia^ 
^nd the traveller as the objects of lawful rapine. 
To e&ape the Tartsr robbers^ and the tyrants 
of Ferfia^ the filk caravans explored a more 

of thQ Chioefe hiftoiy • Th^ ve more critically diftinguilhed by M»de 
^||(il[)8 (Hift ^9 QUnS]^ tom. i. part L in the T^blesy partiL in the 
Geography. MemoirM de f Acadlemie des IniS:riptlon9> torn. xxadL 
xxjpyi* xlii. xliii«)^ who (lijcoTers the gjradUal pcogrefi of the truth of the 
annals knd the extent of tfae monarchy, tin the Chriftian sexa. He has 
ft«rched> vilh X Qurkoist eye^ the connet^lSons oC the Chineie with the 
nationt of t^ Wefi. : tyit thefe connexions are fli£;ht9 caiualy and ofr- 
i^ure ; nor did the Romans entertaui a fu^idbn that the Seres oc Sbue 
ppiTeflod an empire not inferior to their own. 

foutiiem 
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foutbern xQ%d ; th^iy travQxfed tbe wamitams of chap. 
Thibet, derfcciided the. Areaom of the Ganges v.J5l- 
or the lodus, wid patieptly eicpefted, in tha 
ports of Guaerat and Malabar, tho annual fleets 
of the Weft *^ But thi dangen of th« defert 
w^re fomid leX^ intolerable than toil, hunger, 
and the lo& of time j the att^npt w«3 feldoin 
renewed, and the only flurofean ^ho ha$ paiTsd 
that unfrequented way, aj^aud^ his own dill* 
^ence, that in nine montjh^ aftei his departure 
from Pekin, be reached the mouth of the In-p 
duG^ The ocean, however^ wm opm to th« 
freft commDmcation of mankind- Fromi thQ 
groat river to the tropic of Cancer, the pro* 
vinces of China weje fubdued and civilised by 
the ewperow of t^e North } thejr w«e filled 
about the time of the Chriftian $gra with citi«i 
and men, mulberry-tree* a»d their precious in^ 
habitants ; and if the Chinefe» with the know« 
ledgQ of tJt^e campaf$» had pQ0effed the geniuii of 
the Qreek^. or ?h<3gxucia»^ th«y c^ight ba.v« 
fpread their difeoveriea over the fouth«r» he* 
mifph^e. I am not quaJi^ed to gamine, and I 
am not difpofed to believe, their diftant voyages 
to the Feffian gulf, or the Oape of Good Hope ; 
but ^4^ anceftorl might eqiual the labauri and 
fuoc^ of ike prefent face, and the %heFe of 
thsir navigatiou might e;^t«Ad ftqm the ifles of 
Jisifaoi to ^e itreigbts of Malaeca, the piUare, if 

4^ia^9«ad9ileQiaCI«i»l9^r6»i«4Hbdo4bui m^jht ixnttt. 

imf% Tl«««l%. ^U h p. S4S^^1*)» A ciwawaication thiou^h Tki- 
bet hat been lately exploied l)](^^ailaai fi>¥ereig«ft g| BenfaL 

we 
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CHAT, we may apply that name, of an Oriental Her- 
j^ ^ cules 7°. Without lofing fight of land, they 
might fail along the coaft to the extreme pro- 
montory of Achin, which is annually vifited by 
ten or twelve fhips laden with the prodndlions, 
the manufa6lures, and even the artificers, of 
China ; the ifland of Sumatra and the oppofite 
peninfula, are faintly delineated'' as the regions 
of gold andfilver; and the trading cities named 
in the geography of Ptolemy, may indicate, that 
this wealth was not folely derived irom the 
mines. The direfil interval between Sumatra 
and Ceylon is about three hundred leagues ; the 
Chinefe and Indian navigators were conduced 
by the flight of birds and periodical winds, and 
the ocean might be fecurely traverfed in fquare- 
built fliips, which, infl;ead of iron, were fewed 
together with the ftrong thread of the cocoa- 
nut. Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana,. was di- 
vided between two hofl:ile princes; one of whom 
poflefled the mountains, the elephants, and the 
luminous carbuncle, and the other enjoyed the 
more folid riches of domefl^ic indufl;ry, foreign 

7° For the Chinefe navigation to Malacca and Achin^ perhaps to 
Ceylon, See Renaudot on the two Mahometan Travellers, p. 8 — ii. 
13 — 17- 141 — 157')> Dampier (vol. ii; p. I36.)> the Hift. Philofophi- 
que des deux Indes (tem.i. p*t;8.)» and the Hift. Generales des Voy- 
ages (torn. vi. p. 201.). 

^" The knowledge, or rather ignorance,' of Strabo, Pliny, Ptolemy, 
Arrian, Marcian, &c. of the countries eaftward of Cape Comorin,.is 
finely illuftrated by d'Anville (Antiquite Geographique de I'Inde, elpe- 
cially p 161 — 198.). Our geography of India is improved by com- 
merce and conqueft ; and has been illuftrated by the excellent map8 and 
memoirs of Mafor Rennel. If he extends the fphere of his inquiries 
with the fame critical knowledge and fagacity, he will fucceedi and 
may furpais^ the firft of modem geographers. 

trade, 
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traiJe, and tb« c»pacious harbour of Tniique< c n A ^ 
niale> which received and difmifled the fleets of ^ ^^ , 
tW E^ift and Weft. In this hofpitable ifle, at an 
e^ual diftance (as it tras computed) from their 
refpa^ive countries^ the filk merchants of Chiiaa^ 
who bad coUe^^d in their Voyages alotes, cloves^ 
nutoaeg^ and fantal wood, maintdined a free and 
beneficial commerce with the inhabitants of the 
Ferfi^n Gulf* The fuljje6ls of the greikt king 
exalted, without a rivals his power and magni- 
^cence ; and the Roman, who confounded their 
vanity by comparing his paltry coin with a gold 
medid of the Emperor Anaitafiu^, had failed to 
Ceylon m an Ethiopian fliip, as a iimple pa& 
fenger 7^ 

As filk became of tndifpeniabte ule, the Em* intrbduc^ 
perar Jullinian &w^ with concern, that the Per^ fi^-womis 
fians had occupied by land and fea the monopoly iiito 
of this Important fnpply^ and that the wealth of ^^^*^ 
his fubjeS;s was continually drained by a nation oi* 
enemies and idblater& An active government 
Wot»ld have reiiored the trade o£ Egypt and the 
navigation of the Red Sea, whick had decayed 
witfa the profperity of the empire ^ and the Ro^ 
laanr veflels>mi^t hafve failed, £oir the purchaib of^ 
fiUc^ to the ports of Ceylon, of Malacca, ox even 
of China< Juftinian embraced a more humble ex-» 
pedf^it,, and folieited the aid of his Chriftian 

'nlic Titprofeanfe: of Pliny (vi. a^i), SoHnus (c. S3*'h ^^ Stdtt»r- 
Hfemmat Exercttat. (p. 7S1, 7^ 3.)» and moft of the ancientS) who ofteit 
confound the! iflands of Ceylon and Suiru^a^ is more ctotrly defcribed 
fa|r'€lcifina»Ih^opl«Hfte» ; yet even the Chri£&ui tttpeigrapher hu exag- 
gwiiUBid i^ dimenfionr. I^ infi>niiadoB on the Indliii isid Chinefi^ 
tnuk is rare and ourious(Lii. p. 138.1. xi« p*^37t 338* edit* Montfaucoo}l 
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t HA ?. allies, the Ethiopians of Abyffinia, who haif t€^ 
cently acquired the arts of navigation, the fpirit 
of trade, and the fea-port of Adulis", ftill deco- 
rated with the trophies of a Grecian conqueror. 
Along the African coaft, they penetrated to the 
equator in.fearch of gold, emeralds, and aroma- 
tics; but they wifely declined an unequal compe- 
tition in' which they muft be always prevented by 
the vicinity of the Perfians to the markets of 
India; and the Emperor fubmitted to the difap- 
pointment till hi^ wifb^s were gratified by an un- 
expe6led event.^ The gofpel had been preached 
to the Indians : a bifhop already governed the 
Chriftians of St-Thomas art the pepper-coaft of 
Malabar ; a church was planted in Ceylon, and 
the miffionkries purfued the footfteps^ of com- 
merce to the extremities of Afia'\ Two Perfianf 
monks had long refided in China, perhaps in the 
royal city of Nankin, the feat of a monarch ad- 
dicted to foreign fuperflitions, and who a6tually 
received an embaffy from the ifle of Ceylon* 
Amidft their pious occupations, they viewed 
with a curious eye the common drefi of the 
Chinefe, the manufactures of filk, and the my- 
riads of filk- worms, whofe education (either on 
trees or in houfes) had once been conlidered a» 



'^* See Proicopius, Pctfic. (f. ii. c*. lo.). Cofinas' afibnk'fome iiltereft- 
in^ knowledge of the port and infcription of Adulis (Topograph. 
Chrift. 1. ii. p. 138. 140 — 143.)^ and of the trade of the Axumites 
along the African coaiU of Barbaria or Zingi (p. 1389 139.)> and aa 
far as Tapr6bane (1. xi. p. 339.)» 

^ See the Chri^an inifiions in India, in Gofmas (1. iii. p. 178, 179. 
k xi. p. 337.}, and confvlt A&muL BiblioU Orient. (tom«iv. p. 4T3«— 

th» 
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the labour of queens'^ They foon difcovererf c HA IV 
that it was impral6ticable to tranlport the fliort-* -^^ 
lived infe6l, but that in the eggs a numerous pro^" 
geriy might be preferved and multiplied in a dit 
tant climate. Religion or intereft had more 
power over the Perfian monks than the love of 
their country; after a long journey,* they arrived^ 
at Conftahtinople, imparted their proje6l to the 
Emperor, and were liberally encouraged by the 
gifts and promifes of Juftinian. To the hifto- 
rians of that prince, a campaign at the foot of 
mount Caucafus has feemed more deferying^ df a 
minute I'elatioh than the labours of thefe mit 
fionaries of commerce, who again Entered Chinay 
deceived a jealous people by concealing the eggs 
of the filk-worm in a hollow cane, and returned 
in triumph with the fpoilsi of the Eaft^ Under 
their direftion, the eggs were hatched at the 
pf oper feafon by the artificial heat of dung ; the 
worms were fed with mulberry leaves^ they 
lived and laboured in a foreign climate : a fuflB-^ 
cient number of butterflies was faved to propa- 
gate the race, and trees were planted to fupply 
the nourifhment of the rifing generations. Ex- 
perience and reflexion corre6led the errors of a 
new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambafladors ac- 
knowledged, in the fucceeding reign, that the 
Romans were not inferior to the natives of China 
in the education of the infedls, and the manu-^ 



7^ The inventlony manufa<5lure9 and general ofe of filk in China* 
may be feen in Duhalde (Defcription Gea^rale de la Chine^. torn. ii. 
p. 165. 205-^223.). The province of Chekiaa is the moft renowned 
both for quantity and quality. 
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CHAP, fafifcures of filk^.*, in which both China and Gon- 
^^ ftantiiiople h^ve been furpafled by the indullry 
of modern Europe. I am not infenifible of the ber 
nefits of elegant luxury ; yet I refledl with fome 
pain, that if the importers of filk had ii]\tfP(}upe4 
the art of printings already pra£fcifed hiy the Chi* 
nefe, the comedies of Menander aqd the entire 
decads of Livy would have been perpetuated in 
the editions of the fixth century. A larger view 
of the globe might at le^fl hav?; promoted the 
improvement of fpeculativefcienc§, buttheChrif- 
tian geography was forcibly extr^ed from text^ 
of Scripture, and the ftudy qf nature was the 
fureft fymptom of an unbelieving mind. The or- 
thodox faith confined the habit^faile world t^ o»f 
temperate zone, and reprefented the ^a.rth as an 
oblong furface, four hundred days journey ip 
length, two hundred in breadth ^ encompd^ired by 
the pce^u, and cpyer^d by tl^e folid cryftal of 
the firmament ^^ 

^^ Procopius, I. viii. G<^c. iv. c« 17. Theopliaitesy Byzant. apud 
phot. Cod. Ixxziv. p. 38. Zonsun^ torn. ii. 1. xiy. p. 69. Pagi 
(torn. ii. p. 6o2b0 ^^ff^ ^^ ^^ 7^^ 55^ ^^ memorable importation. 
Menander (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107.) mentions the admiration of the 
Sogdoites; and Theophyladt Simocatta (L viL c. 9.) darkty rqpreJents 
the two rival kingdoms in (China) the country of filk. 

"" Cofmasy fumamed Indicopleuftesy or the Indian navigator, per^ 
formed his voyage about the year 5 %%9 and compofed at Alexandria» be- 
tween S2S ^^'^ 54 7> ChriJftian Topography (Montf^ucon, Vnehx. c. u\ 
in which he refutes the impious opinion, that the earth is a globe; and 
Photiushad i^ead this work (Cod. zxxvi. p. 9, io.)» which di4day8 th^ 
prejudices of a monk, with the knowledge of a merchant; the moft va- 
^^uable part has been given in French, and in Greek by Melchifedec The- 
-''*''^ venot (Relations Curi^ufes, part L), and the whole is fince publiihed in 
a fplendid edition by the Pere Mon&ucon (Nova CoUectio Patrum, Pa- 
ris, 1 707, % vols, in fol. tom. ii. p. 113 — 346.). But the editor, a theo- 
logian, might bluih at not difcovering the Neftorian herefy of Cofmai, 
which has been dete^ed by la Croze (Chriflianiiine des Indes, torn, i- 
P- 40— 5^)- 

IV. The 
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IV. The fubjeas of Juftitiian were diffatisfied c H A P- 
with the times, and with the government. Eu^ ^ -^- ~j 
rope was over-run by the barbarians, and Afia State of 
by the monks : the poverty of the Weft dilbou- 
raged the trade and mannfa6tures of the Eaft ; 
the produce of labour was confumed by the un- 
profitable fervants of the church, the ftate, and 
the army; and a rapid decrede was felt in the 
fixed and circulating capitals which conftitutethe 
national wealth. The public diftrefs had been al- 
leviated by the oeconomy of Anaffafius, and that 
prudent Emperor accumulated an immenfe trea- 
fiire while he delivered his people from the moft 
odious or oppreffive taxes. Their gratitude uni- 
verfaHy applauded the abolition of the gold of 
(E0i^on^ a perfbnal tribute on the induftry of the 
pobr^% but Aiore intolerable, as it fhould feem, 
in the form than in the fubftance, fince the flouj. 
riffiing city of Etiefia paid only one hundred and 
forty pounds of gold, which was coUe^ed in four 
years fr<Hn ten thoufand artificers ''. Yet fuch 
w4i the parfimony whichfupported this liberal dit 
pofition, that, in a reign of twenty-f^ven years, 
Anaflafius faVed, from his annual revenue, the 



7" Evagrliis (!• iii. c. 39, 40.) is ixiinute and grateful, but angry with 
Zoiintus for calumniating tHe grefat Cohilan^lne. In coUecfling all thie 
bonds and records of the tax, the humanity of AnaHafius was diligent and 
artful; fathers were fometimes compelled to proftitute their daughters 
(Zodm. Hif);'. 1. ii. c. 38. p. 165, i66. Lipiise, 1784!). Timotheus of 
Ga2a chofe fuch an event for the fubjedl of a tragedy (Suidas, torn. ilL 
p. 475 .), which contributed to the abolition of the tax (Cedrenus, p. ^s*)^ 
^an hajJpy inilance (if it be triie) of the ufe of the theatre. 

7' See Jofua Stylites, in the BiSliotheca Qrientalis of AHeman 
(torn. L p. 268.). This capitatioA Ux is dightly mentioned in the 
Chronicle of Eddla. 

H 3 enormous 
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CHAP, enormous fum of thirteen , million fterling, pr 
5^- three hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of 
gold'°. His example was negle6led, and his 
treafure was abufed, by the nephew of Juftin. 
The richesof Juftinian were Ipeedily exhaufted by 
alms and buildings, by ambitious wars, and ig« 
. nominious treaties. His revenues were found in.- 
adequate to his expences. Every art was tried to 
extort from the people the gold and filver which 
he fcattered with a lavilh hand from Perfia to 
France^' ; his reign was marked by the viciffi- 
tudes, or rather by the combat, of rapacioufnels 
and avarice, of fplendour and poverty: he lived 
with the reputation of hidden treafures®*, and 
bequeathed to his fucceffor the payment of his 
debts^^ Such a character has been juftly ac-. 
cufed by the voice of the people and of pofterity : 
but public difcontent is credulous; private malice 
is bold ; and a lover of truth will perufe with a 
fufpicious eye the inflru6live anecdotes of Pro-r 
copius. The fecret hiftorian reprefents only the 
vices of Juftinian, and thofe vices are darkened by 



^^ Prpcopius Anecdot. c. 19.) iixes this fum from the report of the 
Jreafurers themfelves. Tiberius had victej ter millies; but far different 
was his empire from that of Anaitafius. 

®' Evagrius (I. iv. c. 30.), in the next generation, was moderate and 
well informed; and Zonaras (1. xiv, c. 61.), in the xiith century, had 
read with care, and thought without prejudice: yet their colours are al- 
moft as black as thofe of the Anecdotes. 

®* Procopius (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle conje<Slures of the 
times. The death of Juftinian, lays the fecret hiftorian, will expofc 
Jiis wealth or poverty. 

®3 See Corippus de Laudibus Juftini Aug. 1, ii. a6Q, &c, 384, &c. 

*< Plurima funt vivo nimium negledla p^renti, 

« Unde tojt exhauftus contraxit debita fifcus," 

Centenaries of gold were^rought by ftrong arms into the hippodrome, 

«* Debita genitoris perfolvit, cauta recieplt*" 

■ his 
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liis malevolent pencil. Ambiguous a6tions are im* G H A R 
puted to the worft motives: error is confounded »_r\^_^ 
with guilt, accident with deiign, and laws with 
abufes: the partial injuftice of a moment is dex- 
troufly applied as the general maxim of a reign af 
thirty-two years: the Emperor alone is made re^ 
:^onfiblefor the faults of his officers, the diforders 
of the times, and the corruption of his fubjeiSls ; 
and even the calamities of nature, plagues, earth- 
quakes, and inundations, are imputed to. the 
prince of the daemons, who had mifchievoufly 
aflumed the form of Juflinian*^ 

After this precaution, I fhall briefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under the fol- 
lowing heads : I. Juftinian was fo profufe that he PemiGioua 
could not be liberal. The civil and military offi- favings. 
cers, when they were admitted into the fervice of 
the palace, obtained an humble rank and a mo- 
derate ftipend; they afcended by feniority to a 
ftation of affluence and repofe ; the annual pen- 
jions, of which the mod honourable clafs was 
abolifhed by Juftinian, amounted to four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds ; and this domeftic oecoi* 
nomy was deplored by the venal or indigent cour- 
tiers as the laft outrage on the majefty of the 
empire. The pofts, the falaries of phyficians, 
and the no6lurnal illuminations, were obje6ls of 
more general cpncern; and the cities might juftly 
complain, that he ufurped the municipal revenues 
which had been appropriated to thefe ufeful infti.. 
tutions. Even the foldiers were injured; and fuch 

^ The Anecdotes (c, zx— X4« z8. ao— 30.) fupply snai^ fa^g and 
more con^plsuau. 

H 4 W^ 
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CHAP, was the decay of military fpirit, that they wetd 
y ^^_j injured with impunity. The Emperor refuibd, 
at the return of each fifth year, thie cuftomary do- 
native of five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans 
to beg their bread, and fuffered unpaid armiei§ 
to melt away in the wars of Italy and Perfia, 
^®™^- II. The humanity of his predeceffors had always 
remitted, in fome aufpicious circumftance of their 
reign, the arrears of the public tribute j and they 
dextroufly affumed the merit of refigning thofQ 
claims which it was impracticable to enforce- 
" Juflinian, in the fpace of thirty^two years, has 
♦* never granted a fimilar indulgence; and many 
" of his fubje6ts have renounced the poffeffion of 
** thofe lands whofe value is infuflScient td fatisfy 
" the demands of the treafury. To the citiesi 
" which had fuffered by hoftile inroads, Anafta^ 
«' fius promifed a general exemption of feveti 
^* years ; the provinces of Juflinian have beeil 
«' ravaged by the Perfians and Arabs, the Huni 
<^ and Sclavonians ; but his vain and ridiculous 
^' difpenfation of a fingle year has been confibed 
" to thofe places which were actually taken by 
" the enemy." Such is the language of the 
fecret hiftorian, who exprefsly denies th*t any^ 
indulgence was granted to Paleiline after the re« 
volt of the Samaritans; a faJfe and odious charge^ 
confuted by the authentic record^ which attefts 
a relief of thirteen centenaries of gold (fifty-two 
thoufand pounds) obtained for that defolate pro* 
vince by the interceifian of St. Sabas^^ lU. Fro-^ 

copius 

'^ One to Scythopolisi capital of the fecond PalefHtte^ and twdvt 
for the r^ft Qf the province* Aleaua^ (p. 59.) honeftly produces this 
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Gopius has not coDdefcended to explain the C H A E 
fyftem of taxation^ which fell like a haiUftorm . ^ , j 
upon the land^ like a devouring pefjtilence on 
its uihabitants ; but we fhoitld become the ^c^ 
eompilices of hisf malignity, if we imputed to Ju£. 
tinian alone the ancient though rigorous prin^ 
ciple, that a whole diftrift fliould be condemned 
to fuftain the partial lofs of the perfons ot pro^ 
perty of individuals. The Amma^ or fupply of Taxo, 
com for the ufe of the army and capital, was a 
grievous and arbitrary exa£lion, which exceeded^ 
perhaps in a tenfold proportion^ the ability of 
the farmer ; and his diilrefs was aggravated by 
the partial injuftice of weights and meafures^ and 
die expence and labour of diftant carriage^ In 
a time of fcarcity, an extraordinary requifition 
was made to the adjacent provinces of Tbrac6^ 
Bithynia, and I%rygia; but the proprietors, aftet 
A wearifbme journey aivd a perilous navigation^ 
received fo inadequate a compenfation, that they 
would have chofen the alternative of delivering 
both the corn and price at the dows of their gra- 
naries. Thefb precautions might indicate a ten* 
der folicitude for the welfare of the capital ; yet 
Conftantinople did not efcape the rapacious deC 
potifm of Juftiftian. Till bis reign, the ftreighti 
of the Bofphorus and Hellefpotlf Werd open to the 
freedom of trade, and nothing was prohibited ex- 
cept the eitpoftation of arrii^ for the ferviee of the 
baffbarians. At each of thcfe gates of the city, 

fa(afrom a MS. fife of St, Sabas, by his difdple Cynl, ki die Vatican 
Jibnuy, and fioce publiihed by Coteleriui. 

aprastor 
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iC H A P. a praetor was ftationed, the minifter of Imperial 

^ ~^ avarice; heavy cuftoms were impofed on the veC- 
fels and their merchandize ; the oppreffion was 
retaliated on the helplefs confumer : the poor were 
affli6ted by the artificial fc^city, and exorbitant 
price of the market ; and a people, accuftomed 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
fometimes complain of the deficiency of water and 
bread ^\ The aerial tribute without a name, a 
Jaw, or a definite objeft, was an annual gift of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, which 
the Emperpr accepted from his Praetorian prae- 
fe6i; ; and the means of payment were abandoned 

Mono- to the difcretion of that powerful magiilrate. IV. 

F>^". Even fuch a tax was lefs intolerable than the pri- 
vilegeof monopolies, which checked the fair comr 
petition of induftry, and for the fake of a fmall 
and diihoneit gain, impofed an arbitrary burthen 
pn the wants and luxury of the fubje^t* " As 
^* foon (I tranfcribe the anecdotes) as the exr 
** clufive fale of filk was ufurped by the Imperial 
** treafurer, a whole people, the manufaflurers of 
*' Tyre ^nd Berytus, was reduced to extreme 
^ mifery, and either periihed with hunger, or 
** fled to the hoftile dominions of Perfia." A 
province might fuffer by the decay of its manui> 
fa£tutes, but in this example of filk, Procopius 
has partially overlooked the ineftimable aud 
lafl;ing benefit which the empire received from 
the curiofity of Juftinian, Jlis addition of one- 

'^ Jolin Malala (torn* ii. p. %$%.) mentionB the want of breads and 
Xomns (1. xit. p. 63.) the leaden pipesi whiph Juftixuan> or his ier- 
TantS) ftole from the aquedu^ 

feventh 
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feventh to the ordinary price of copper-money chap. 
may be interpreted with the fame candour ; and , ^ . _^ 
the alteration, which might be wife, appears to 
have been innocent j fince he neither allayed the 
purity, nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin*% 
the legal meafure of public and private pay- 
ments, V. The ample jurifdi6lion required by venality. 
the farmers of the revenue to accomplilh their 
engagements, might be placed in an odious light, 
as if they had purchafed from the Emperor the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. And a 
more dire6l fale of honours and offices was tranf. 
a£ted in the palace, with the permiffion, or at 
leaft with the connivance, of Juftinian and Theo» 
dora. The claims of merit, even thofe of favour, 
were difregarded, and it was almofl reafonable 
to £xpe6l, that the bold adventurer, who had 
undertaken the trade of a magiftrate, fliould find 
a rich compeniadon for infamy, labour, danger, 
the debts which he had contra£led, and the 
heavy intereit which he psid. A fenfe of the 
difgrace and mifchief of this venal pradlice, at 
length awakened the flumbering virtue of Juf- 
tinian; and he attempted, by the fan€tion of 
paths ^f and penalties, to guard the integrity of 

^ For ^ aiireusy one fxtk of an oi^ice of goldy inftead of 2io» he 
save no more than z 80 foUesf or ojpactB of copper* A difproportion of 
the minty below the marl^et price* muft have foon produced a fcarcity of 
finall money. Jji Eng1^9 twchfc pence in copper would fell for no 
more than Jirven pence (Smith's IHq^ry into the Wealth of Nations* 
vol. i. p. 49.). For Juftinlan'ft jpold coin, fee Evagrius (1. iv. c. 30.). 

®' The oath is conceived In the moft formidable words (Novell, viii. 
tit. 3.). The defaulters imprecate on themfelvest qoicquid habent te« 
lomm armamentaria coeli: the part of Judas* the l^pnfy of Giezi* the 
tiRemor of Caini &e. befides all tempor^d paioa* 

his 
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Chap* his government : but at the end df a year of 
t J^ ^ perjurj^ bis rigorous edi6l was fufpended, and 
corruption licentioufly abufed her triuraph over 
Tefta- the impotence of the laws. VI. The teilament 
J»enu. ^f Eui^iiug^ count of the domeftics, declared the 
Emperor his fole heir, on condition, however, 
that he fliould difcharge his debts and legacies, 
allow to his three daughters a decent main* 
tenance, and beflow each of them in marriage^ 
with a portion of ten pounds of gold* Btit the 
iplendid fortune of Eulalius bad been confumed 
by fire ^ and the inventory oC his goods did not 
Exceed the trifling fum of five hundred and fix£y« 
foui? pieces of gold. A iimilar inftancey iit 
Grecitm hiftory, admotiifired the Ettiperof of the 
honourable part prefciibed for hk imitafcien* 
He checked the felfifh zmirmurs of the^ treafury, 
Applauded the confidence of his frieiifd^ dif- 
charged the legacies and debts, educated the 
thre^ virgite imder the ey6 of tlii^ Emprefi Theo* 
dbra^ arid doubled the maifriage pfortioii wlneK 
had fat isfied the tei!iderrref» of their ^rther ^\ 
The humafifity of a ptince (S6t ^riiices^ candot h6 
generoiis) is* dtttitHed to fonie pr^ft ) yet even 
Jn this a^ of virtue we may difcovcr the invete-* 
rate cuftom of fupplanting the legal or natural 
heir&, whidh Proeopios in^iites to' the reigii of 
Juftitiiatt. His charge i§ fupported by emitien€ 
names sli^dfcandalouflrex^mpr^er^ n^klier widowii 
not orphaiis were fpared ; and the aft of Ibli- 

BddaiBidaB <if CtfMh (in Tdxar6y c. %%9' «3- tbm. ii. p. 550^)1 and the 
ftocy has produced m wf/tak^diff thongh kMct cbmedjr of Fbntenelloi 

citings 
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citing, or extorting, or fyppoflng teftaip^ntj, WM Q H 4 ». 
bepeficidly praflifed ^y \hp^ ftgents of the palacet ^ ^^ , 
This hafe an4 mifchi^vQgis tyrf^nnj invad§& th? 
fecuFity of pfiv^te Ijfe ; 4n4 the gipns^roh whp 
has indulge4 ^n appetite for gf^in will foon \f^ 
tempted \p anticipate the qipp^ent gf fucq^Qni 
to intei^rel w^tl) as an evidence of gyi}t!i ai|4 
to priced, froBR \]\e claim ?f inheritance, tq^ th* 
powfx of cpflflfcfitipn. VII. Ampiig th^ forms pf 
rapine, a philofopher m^y \)e p^mitted tp n^iiin^ 
the converfion of Pagan or herptic^l rich^ tp 
th^ uf? of the faithful ; but ip ^h^ tiin^ of Jufti^ 
siian ^his holy plunder was cpndemnpd hy the 
fe^tarie^ a|pne, who became the vi6):ims of his 
orthodox avarice *^°. 

Diihonour might be ultimately refle^ed pp The mini^ 
the chara^er of Juflinian j but wuch of the j^^j^ 
guilt, ^nd i^ill more of the porpfit^ w9ftinterQ^tpd 
by the miniflera, who were f?ldPW pro^i^pted fcoT 
their virtues, 9,pd npt always felf^^.ed for th^ic 
talents ^\ "^he merits of TrihOQiw the qn^ftof 
will hereafter he v^eighed in th?^ r^ f^Qp^tipa of 
tbe Roma^ law ; l[>ut; the oecoEotoy qf the EgA 
was fubordinate tp the frastovi^n prg&fe^, s^np 
Procopi^s h»& judified his ^ecdpte.$ by thp 
portrait which h^ expoies in hiiji publi<; hiftory, 
9f the notprious vices of John^ pf Cappadocia '*♦ 

Hi* 

9°. John MalaJUj. torn. ii. p. 1019 ioa» 1.03. 

^' One of Uiefey Anatoliusy perifhed in :ui earthquake — doubtlefs a 
judgynent! The complaints and clajmoucs of tlia people in Agathiat 
(1. ▼. p. Z469 147O ^^^ almoft an echo of the anecdote. The aliena pe* 
^uaia redd^ndft of Codppiia (U il 3819 &c.) is not vffy konoi^ahla to . 
Juitinian's memory. 

^ Se^ the hiQoiy and c])4rai£Ur of John of Cappadcxua ia 
(Periic. 1. i. c. 2^ ^« k jjL c. 30, Vgadal L L c* 13. Anecdote c« a. 

I7*aa.> 
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His knowledge was not borrowed from the 
fchools ^^ and his ftyle was fcarcely legible ; but 
he excelled in the powers of native genius, to 
fugged the wifefl counfels, and to find expe- 
dients in the mofl defperate fituations. The 
corruption of his heart was equal to the vigour 
of his underftanding. Although he was fuf- 
pe6led of magic and Pagan fuperftition, he ap- 
peared infenfible to the fear of God or the re- 
proaches of man ; and his afpiring fortune was 
raifed on the death of thoufands, the poverty of 
millions, the ruin of cities, and the defolation 
of provinces. From the dawn of light to the 
moment of dinner, he affiduoufly laboured to 
enrich his mafter and himfelf at the expence of 
the Roman world ; the remainder of the day was 
fpent in fenfual and obfcene pleafures, and the 
filent hours of the night were interrupted by the 
perpetual dread of the juftice of an affaffin. His 
abilities, perhaps his vices, recommended him to 
the lafting friendftiip of Juftinian : the Emperor 
yielded with relu6lance to the fury of the people; 
his victory was difplayed by the immediate re- 
ftoration of their enemy; and they felt above ten 
years, under his oppreffive adminiftration, that 
he was ftimulated by revenge, rather than in- 
flru6ted by misfortune. Their murmurs ferved 
only to fortify the refolution of Juftinian ; but 
the praefedl, in the infolence of favour, provoked 
the refentment of Theodora, difdained a power 

17. 22.). The agreement of the hiftoiy and anecdotes is a mortaV 
wound to the reputation of the prsefe^fV. 

9i Ou yctf aXXo v^ed ej y^obfMfjMTtrai ^oirvv s/uuedEy or* ixn ypMfjLiiMTOty 
xeu ravra xmm kclku^ y^a^'ow— -a forcible expreifion. 

1 1 before 
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fcefbie which every knee Was bent, and attempted c R A p* 
to fow the feeds of difcord between the Emperor ^ ^^ 
and his beloved confort. Even Theodora herfelf 
was conftrained to difTemble, to wait a favour- 
able moment, and by an artful confpiracy td 
tender John of Cappadocia the accomplice of 
his own deflrudiion. At a time when Belifarius, 
unlefs he had been a hero, muft have fliewn him- 
felf a rebel, his wife Antonina, who enjoyed the 
fecrtt confidence of the Emprefs, communicated 
his feigned difcontent to Euphemia, the daughter 
of the praefeft ; the credulous virgin imparted to 
her father the dangerous proje6l, and John, who 
might have known the value of oaths and pro- 
mifes was tempted to accept a nocturnal, and 
almoft treafonable, interview with the wife of 
Belifarius. An ambufcade of guards and eunuchs 
bad been polled by the command of Theodora j 
they rafted with drawn fwords to feize or punifh 
the guilty itrinifter : he was faved by the fidelity 
of his* attendants ; but inftead of appealing to a 
gracious fovereign, who had privately warned 
bim of his danger, he pufiUanimoufly fled to the 
fanAuary of the church. The favourite of Juf- 
tinian \^as facrifiiced to conjugal tendernefs or 
domeftic tranquillity ; the converfion of a pr». 
fe6t into a prieft extinguiflied his ambitious 
hopes, but the friendfliip of the Emperor alle- 
viated his dilgrace, and he retained in the mild 
esile of Cyzicus an ample portion of his riches. 
Suteh imperfedt revenge could not fatisfy the un- 
relenting hatred of Theodora ; the murder of 
his old en^my, the bifliop of Cyzicus, afforded 

a decent 
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C M A R A i^wwt pietence; and John of Cappadocia, 
^^^ whofe d^ioM bad d?fei?ved a thoufaBd deaths, 
tf^ at 1$.^ condemrved £6r a crime of which he 
waa inneic^iftt* A great miciifter^ who bad been 
iov^fted with the hooours of conful andpatri-^ 
ciaiti^ waa igOiQiDinioufly fcoUrged like the vileft 
of m3Je&6)sws; a tattered cloak was the fole 
remnant of his fortunes ; he was tranfported in 
a bark to the place of his banilhmeiit at Anti- 
nopolia in Upper Egypt, and the pi*a8fe6t of the 
£ail begged his bread through the cities which 
bad trembled at his name. During an exile of 
&veu yeu^ id% \i& was protraAed and threat- 
enfid hy the ingenious cruelty of Theodora ^ 
md wheii her death perautted the Emperor to 
recal a fenrant whom be had ahaikloDed with re^ 
gret^ the ambitiioii of Joha of Cappadoeia was 
{educed to the humble dutiea of the facerdotal 
profefiioii. His fuccefiora convinced the fub« 
j^^ of Juftinian^ that the arts of oppreflion 
might ftill be improved by experience and in^ 
duftry ; the frauds of a Syrian banker trere in^ 
tiiodiiced into the adminiftration of the finances^ 
and the example of the prsefeA wae diligently 
copied by the quflpftor^ the public and private 
teeafurer, the governors of provinces, and tho 
principal magtilcates of the EafterQ empire ^\ 



9+ The chronology of Ptocopius is loofe and obi^ure; but ^t&.th« 
4id qf Fagit. I caa difcfsm thatj Joha was appointed £hiptoriaa' pneiMr 
of the E^aft iiiutha year 5^3°!;. tfcM; h^ waA^reau>v«d.tii. JaAuaiy 53a — 
reftored before June 533 — baniihe4 io j[4i — and repaHed between 
Tone 54S and Aptil' i, 549. Airman, (p. 969 9^) gms tike^lift of bb 
tfeA.&iovSpp--r a. ni{(iid f^ 
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V. The edifices of Juftinian were cemented CHAP, 
with the blood and treafure of his people ; but , ^^^ 
thofe (lately ftru61;ures appeared to announce the Hb edifi- 
profperity of the empire, and a£lually difplayed ^^ti 
the flcill of their architects. Both the theory and 
practice of the arts which depend on mathema** 
tical fcience and mechanical power were culti- 
vated under the patronage of the emperors ; the 
fame of Archimedes was rivalled by Proclus and 
Anthemius ; and if their miracles had been re- 
lated by intelligent Xpeftators, they might now 
enlarge the fpeculations, inflead of exciting the 
diftruft, of philofophers. A tradition has pre- 
vailed, that the Roman fleet was reduced to afhes 
in the port of Syracufe by the burning-glafles of 
Archimedes''^; and it is aiTerted that a fimilar 
expedient was employed by Proclus to deftroy the 
Gothic veflels in the harbour of Conftantinople, 
and to protect his benefadlor Anaftafius againfl 
the bold enterprife of Vitalian'*. A machine was 
fixed on the walls of the city, confifting of an 
hexagon mirror of polifhed brafs, wifli many 
fmaller and moveable polygons to receive and 
reflet the rays of the meridian fun ; and a con- 
fuming flame was darted, to the diftance, per- 



^ This conflagration b hinted by Lucian(iaii99k» c.2.)and Galen 
(1. iiL de temperamendsy torn. i. p. Sz. edit. Bafil) in the fecond cen* 
tury. A thoufand years afterwards* it is politively affirthed by Zo- 
naras (1. ix. p. 424.) on the faith of Dion Cafiius, by Tzetzes (Chi- 
liad ii. xx9f &c»> Enfiathius (ad Iliad. £. p. 338.> and the fcholiaft 
of Lucian. See Fabricius (Bibliot. Or«c. 1. iii. c. »«. torn, ii^ p. ssu 
5aa.)b to whom I am nuxe orkfr ind^Medfor fever^of thefe quotations* 

^ ZonacM (L xiv. n. 5^} HtktDi tib» fiiftt without quoting any evi** 
^ence. 

VOL. VII. X haps. 
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CHAP, haps, of two hundred feet ''• The truth of thefe 
^^ two extraordinary fa6ls is invalidated by the fl- 
lence of the mod authentic hiftorians } and the 
ufe of burning-glaffes was never adopted in the 
attack or defence of places^\ Yet the admirable 
experiments of a French philofopher** have de- 
monftrated the poflibility of fuch a mirror; and, 
fince it is poflible, I am more difpofed to attribute 
the art to the greateft mathematicians of anti- 
quity, than to give the merit of the fidtion to the 
idle fancy of a monk or a fophift. According 
to another ftory, Proclus applied fulphur to the 
deftru6lion of the Gothic fleet '**° ; in a modern 
imagination, the name of fulphur is inftantly 
Conne6led with the fufpicion of gun-powder, and 
that fufpicion is propagated by the fecret arts of 
his difciple Anthemius '°'. A citizen of Tralles 
in Alia had five fons, who were all diftinguiflied 

^7 Tzetzes defcribes the artifice of thefe burning-glafles, which he 
had read, perhaps with no learned eyes, in a mathematical treatife of 
Ailthemius. That treatife, ?rEpi Tapa^o^uy /A9i;^a/LbtijLic6Tft;y9 has been lately 
publlihed, franilatedy and illuftrated, by M« Dupuys> a fcholar and a 
mathematician (Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions, torn. xlii. 

p. 39a— 45 1-)- 

5'*' In the fiege of Syracufe, by the filence of Polybius, Plutarch, 
Livy ; in the Hege of Conflantinople, by that of Marcellinus and all 
the contemporaries of the vith century. 

^'* Without any previous knowledge of Tzetzes or Anthemius, the 
immortal Buifon imagined and executed a fet of burning glailes, with 
/which he could inflame planks at the diftance of 200 feet (Supplement 
a THift. Naturelle, tom. i. p. 389 — 483. quarto edition). What mira- 
•cles would not his genius have performed for the public ferrice, with 
royal expcnce, and in the ftrong fun of Conftantinople or Syracufe ? 
. *°° John Malala (tom. ii. p. 1 10—144.) relates the fa<ft : but he feems 
to confound the names or perfons of Proclus and Marinus. • '. 

"^* Agathias, 1. v. p. 149—154, The merit of Anthemius as an ap' 
chite<Sl is loudly praifed by Procopius (de £dif. 1. i. c. i.) and Paulus 
Silentiarius (part i* 1349 Sec). 

in 
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itt their refpeftive profeffions by merit and fue- c H A Pr 
cefs. Olympius excelled in the knowledge and •^; ^ 
practice of the Roman jurifprudence. Diof- 
coras and Alexander became learned phyficians^ 
but the fkill of the former was exercifed for the 
benefit of his fellow citizens, while his more am-^ 
bitious brothers acquired wealth and reputation 
at Rome. The fame of Meti:odorus the gram-^ 
marian, and of Anthemius the mathematician and 
architect, reached the ears of the Emperor Jufli« 
nian, who invited them to Conilantinople ; and 
while the one inflru6ted the rifing generation in 
the fchools of eloquence, the other filled theca^* 
pital and provinces with more lafling monuments 
of his art. In a trifling difpute relative to the 
walls or windows of their contiguous houfes, he 
had been vanquifhed by the eloquence of his 
neighbour Zeno ; but the orator was defeated in 
his turn by the mailer of mechanics, whofe ma- 
licious, though harmlefs, ftratagems are darkly 
reprefented by the ignorance of Agathias. In 
a lower room, Anthemius arranged feveral vet 
fels or cauldrons of water, each of them covered 
by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, which 
rofe to a narrow top, and was artificially con- 
veyed among the joifts and rafters of the adjacent 
building. A fire was kindled beneath the caul- 
dron'; the fleam of the boiling water afcended 
through the tubes ; the houfe was fhaken by the 
eflForts of imprifoned air, and its trembling in- 
habitants might wonder that the city was uncon- 
fcious of the earthquake which they had felt. 
At another time, the friends of Zeno, as they fat 

I 2 at 
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CHAP, at table, were dazzled by the intolerable light 
^* which flafhed in their eyes frota the refle£ting 
mirrors of Anthemius ; they were aftonijQied by 
the noife which he produced from a colHfion of 
certain minute and fbnoiY>ui$ |>article3 ; and the 
orator declared in tragic ftyte to the fenate, that 
a mere mortal muft yield to the power of an an- 
tagonift, who (hoOk the earth with the trident of 
Neptune, and imitated the thunder and lightning 
of Jove himfelf. The genius of Anthemius and 
his colleague Ifidore the Milefian, was excited 
and employed by a prince, whofe tafte fbr archi- 
te6ture had degenerated into a mifchievous and 
coftly paffion. His favourite archite6ls fubmit« 
ted their deiigns and difficulties to Juilinian, and 
difcreetly confeffed how much their laborious 
meditations were furpaffed by the intuitive know^* 
ledge or celeftial infpiration of an Emperor, whole 
views were always direfted to the benefit of his 
people, the glory of his reign, and the falvation 
of his foul"*. 
Founda- '"^^ principal church which was dedicated by 
tion of the the fouudcr of Conftantinople to Saint Sophia, or 
«t.&^hil '^® eternal wifdom, had been twice deftroyed by 
^ fire ; after the exile of John Chryfoftom, and 
during the Nika of the blue and green fa£Hons. 
No fooner did the tumult fubfide, than the ChrijCl 
tian populace deplored their facrilegious rafli- 
nefs ; but they might have rejoiced in the cala* 

^ See Procopius (de Edificiis) LL c* x» a* Lii* c* s*)* He relates a 
coincidence of dreams which fuppoles fome fraud in Jufiinian or his 
architedi. They both Ikwf in >a vilionx the. iamei plan for flopping an 
inundation at Danu A ftone quarry near Jerulalem was revealed to 
the Emperor (1. v* c. 6.): an angel was tricked into the peipetual cufiody 
of St* Sophia (Anonym, de Antiq. C. P. L iy. p. 7o«). 

mity. 
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mity, had they forefeen the glory of th$ new tern* 
pie which at the end of forty days was ftrenuoufly 
midertaken by thepiety of Jiiftipiau'®^ The ruins 
were cleared away, a niore fpacious plan was de- 
Xcribed, and as it required the confept of fome 
proprietors of ground, they obtained the moft 
exorbitant terms from the eager deiir^s and timo- 
rous confcience of the monarch. Anthemius 
formed the deiign, and his genius dire£t^4 tb^ 
hands often thoufand workmen, whofe paymeilt 
in pieces of fine filver was never delayed beyond 
the evening. The Emperor himfelf, clad in a 
linen tunic, furveyed each day their rapid pro- 
grels, and encouraged their diligence by his fa- 
miliarity, his zeal, and his rewards. The new 
cathedral of St. Sophia was conf^crated by the 
patriarch, five years, eleven months, and ten 
days from the ^r(l foundation ; and in the midft 
of the folemn feftival, Juiliniaijt exclaimed with 
devout vanity, " Glory be to God, who hath 
" thought me worthy to accomplifli fo great a 

"*' Among the crowd of ancients and modems who have celebrated 
the edifice* <^ St.Sophia» I Ihall diftinguiih and ibllowy I. . Four original 
fpedators and hiftorians: Procopius (de Edific. 1. i. c. u), Agathias 
(I.T. p. 15 ay tS3*)9 Paul Silentiarius (in a poem of 1026 hexameters, ad 
calcem Annas Comiiem. (Alexiad.), and Evagrius (L iv. c. 3 x.). %. Two 
legendary Greeks of a later period: George Codinus (de Origin C. ?• 
p. 64— *74*)» and the anonymous writer of Runduri (Imp. Orient, torn, i* 
1. iv. p. 65— 8o. 3« The great Byzantine antiquarianf Ducange (Com^ 
ment.ad Paul Silentiar. p*5a5— 598* and C.P. Chriftir Liii. p. 5 — 
78.). 4« Two FrenchTravellers — the one PeterGyllius (de Topograph. 
C- P. 1. ii. c. 3, 4.) in the xvith ; the other, Grebt (Voyage de C. P. 
p. 95— .164. Parisy i^oy m 4to: he has given plans, profpeAs, and in« 
.fide-iriews of St. Sophia; and his plans, though on a finaller fcale, 
appear more correA than ihofe of Ducange. I have adopted and 
reduced die meafures of Grdot: but as no Chriftian can now afcend 
.Ihe dome, the height is borrowed from Evagrius, compared with Gyl- 
. Uuiy Greavcsi aad the Oriental Geographer. 

I 3 w « work. 
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CHAP. <« work; I have vanquiflied thee, O Solomon '*'^!** 
^^ , But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before 
twenty years had elapfed, was humbled by an 
earthquake, which overthrew the eaftern part of 
the dome. Its fplendour was again reftored by 
the perfeverance of the fame prince ; and in the 
thirty.fixth year of his reign, Juftinian celebrated 
the fecond dedication of a temple, which remains, 
after twelve centuries, a ftately monument of his 
fame. The archite6lure of St, Sophia, which is 
now converted into the principal mofch, has been 
imitated by the Turkilh fultans, and that vene- 
rable pile continues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiofity of 
Defcrip. European travellers. The eye of the fpe6lator is 
difappointed by an irregular profpe6l of half- 
domes and fhelving roofs : the weftern front, the 
principal approach, is deftitute of fimplicity and 
magnificence : and the fcale of dimenfions has 
been much furpaffed by feveral of the Latin ca- 
thedrals. But the archite6l who firft eredled an 
aerial cupola, is entitled to the praife of bold 
idefign and Ikilful execution. The dome of St. So- 
phia, illuminated by four-and^twenty windows is 
formed with fo fmall a curve, that the depth is 
equal only to one -fixth of its diameter j the mea- 
fure of that diameter is. pne hundred and fifteen 
feet, and the lofty centre, where a crefcent has 

^^ Solomon's temple was furrounded with courts, porticoes, &c. ; 
but the proper Aru(5lure of the houfe of God was no more (if we take 
the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit at 22 inches) than ss feet in height, 36^- 
in breadth, and no in length- — a fmall pariih church, fays Prideaux 
(Conne(5lion^ vol.i. p. 144.* folio); but few fanduaries could be valued 
at four or five millions ilerling * ! 
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fUpplatited the crofs, fifes to the perpendicular chap. 
height of one hundred aftd eighty feet above the 
pavement. The circle which encompafTes the 
dome, lightly repofes on four ftrong arches, and 
their weight is firmly fupported by four maffy 
piles, whofe ftrength is affiiled on the northern 
and fouthern fides by four columns of Egyptian 
granite. A Greek crofs, infcribed in a quad- 
rangle, reprefents the form of thd edifice ;" the 
exa6t breadth is two hundred and forty-three 
feet, and two hundred and fixty^nine may be 
afligned for the extreme length from the fano- 
tuary in the eaft to the nine weftern doors which 
open into the veflibule, and from thence into the 
nartJiex or exterior portico. That portico was 
the humble ftation of the penitents. The nave 
or body of the church was filled by the congre- 
gation of the faithful ; but the two fexes were pru- 
dently diftinguilhed, and the upper and lower 
galleries were allotted for the more private de- 
votion of the women. Beyond the northern and 
fouthern piles, a baluftrade, terminated on either 
fide by the thrones of the Emperor and the patri- 
arch, divided the nave from the choir : aiid the 
fpace, as far as the fleps of the altar, was occu- 
pied by the clergy and fingers. The altar itfelf, 
a name which infenfibly became familiar to Chrifi 
tian ears, was placed in the eafteri\ recefs, arti- 
ficially built in the form of a demi-cylinder ; and 
this fan6luary communicated by l^veral doors 
with the facrifty, the veftry, the baptiflery, and 
the coiitigiious buildings, fubfervient either to 
^he pomp of worfhip, or the private ufe of thq 
14 eccle^ 
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CHAP, ecclefiailical minifters. The memory of paft ca* 
^^ ^y^" lamities infpired Juflinian with a wife refolution, 
that no wood, except for the doors, fliQuld be ad- 
mitted into the new edifice ; and the choice of 
the materials was applied to the flrength, the 
lightnefs, or the fplendour of the relpedlive parts» 
The folid piles which fuftained the cupola were 
compofed of huge blocks of freeftone, hewn into 
fquares and triangles, fortified by circles of iron, 
and firmly cemented by the infufion of lead and 
quicklime : but the weight of the cupola was 
diminifhed by the levity of its fubflance, which 
confids either of pumice-ilone that floats in the 
water, or of bricks from the ifle of Rhodes, five 
times lefs ponderous than the ordinary fort. The 
whole frame of the edifice was conflru^led of 
brick ; but thofe bafe materials were concealed 
by a crufl of marble; and the infide of St. Sophia, 
the cupola, the two larger^ and the fix fmaller, 
femi*domes, the walls, the hundred columns, 
fend the pavement, delight even the eyes of 
barbarians, with a rich and variegated pi^ure. 
Maui)ic8. A poet °% who beheld the primitive ludre of 
St. Sophia, enumerates the colours, the Ihades, 
and the fpots of ten or twelve marbles, jaC 

"^ PSsiu Sitentiaiiusi in daric and poetic lanrgua^» defcribes the various 
ftoDes attd marbles that '«rere employed in the edifice of St. Sophia (P. iL 
p« z 39. X 3 3. &c. &c.) : I . The Caryjiian — pale, with iron veins. 2. The 
ybrygian-^cS two forts, both of a rofy hue ; the one with a white fhade, 
the other purple, whih iUver flowers. ^.The Porpfyryqf Egypt ^^^\h 
finall ftars. 4. The green marble ofLaconia* \s. The Carian'-^fnrom 
Mount laiEs, with oblique veins, white and red. 6. The Lydian — pale, 
with a red flower. 7. The African or Maurhanian'^of a gdd or 
iafiron hue. $• The Celtic^^ black, with white veins. 9. The Barbaric 
•—white, with black edges. Befides the Proconrufiany which iFormed the 
pavement ; Tbejalmth Mol^an, &c« which are left dtffcin^y painted 

pers, 
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pers, and porphyries, which nature had proftrfely chap. 
diverfified, and which were blended and con- ^ ^-, _^ 
traded as it were by a fkilful painter. The tri. 
umph of Chrifl was adored with the lail Q)oil9 
of Ps^anifin, but the greater part of thefe coftly 
ftones was extra6ted from the quarries of Alia 
Minor, the ifles and continent of Greece, Egypt, 
Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, 
which Aurelian had placed in the temple of the 
fun, were offered by the piety of a Roman ma- 
tron ; eight others of green marble were prefented 
by the ambitious zeal of the magiflrates of Ephe- 
fus : both are admirable by their fize and beauty, 
but every order of archite6lure difclaims their 
fkntaftic capitals. A variety of ornaments and 
figures was curiouHy expreffed in mofaic ; and the 
images of Chrifl, of the Virgin, of faints, and of 
angels, which have been defaced byTurkifli fiina- 
ticifm, were dangeroufly expofed to the fuper- 
ftitiofi of the Greeks. According to the ian^ity 
of each obje6l, the precious metals were diftri- 
buted in thin leaves or in folid mafies. The 
baluilrade of the choir, the capitals of th« pillars, 
the ornaments of the doors and galleries, were 
of gilt bronze ; the fpe6tator was dazzled by the 
glittering aQ>e6l of the cupola; the ian3;uary 
contained forty thoufand pound weight of IHver j 
and the holy vafes and veflments of the altar 
were of the pureft gold, enriched with ineftimable 
gems. Before the Jlru6ture of th^ church had 
rifen two cubits above the ground, forty-five 
thoufend two hundred pounds were already con- 
fumed; and the whole expente amounted to ^^^^ 

thjee 
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CHAP, three hundred and twenty tfaoufand: each reader^ 
^^- according to the meafiire of his belief, may 
eftimate their value either in gold or filver ; but 
the fum of one million fterling is the refult of 
the loweft computation. A magnificent temple 
is a laudable monument of national tafte and 
religion, and the enthufiaft who entered the 
dome of St, Sophia, might be tempted to fuppofe 
that it was the refidence, or even the workman^ 
fliip, of the Deity. Yet how dull is the artifice, 
how infignificant is the labour, if it be compared 
with the formation of the vilefl; infeft that crawls 
upon the furface of the temple ! 
Churches ^^ miuute a defcription of an edifice which 
and time has refpedted, may atteft the truth, and 

^*^^*' excufe the relation of the innumerable works, 
both in the capital and provinces, which Jufi;inian 
confi;ru6led on a fmaller fcale and lefs durable 
foundations '^^« In Conilantinople alone, and 
• the adjacent fuburbs, he dedicated twenty-five 
churches to the honour of Chrift, the Virgin, 
and the faints : moil of thefe churches were 
decorated with marble and gold; and their 
various fituation was Ikilfully.chofen in a popu^ 
lous fquare, or a pleafant grove ; on the margin of 
the fea-fhore, or on fpbie lofty eminence which 
overlooked the continents of Europe and Afia- 
The church of the Holy Apoftles at Conftanti- 
nople, and that of St. John at Ephefus, appear 

'"^The fix books of the Edifices of Procopius are thus diftributed s the 
J!r/f is confined to ConfUntinople ; the/ecomi includes Mefopotamia and 
Syria; the tbini, Armenia and the Euxine; the fourtlh Europe; the 
Jtfib, AtuL Minor and PalefUne ; theJxtJby Egypt and Africa. Italy is 
forgot by the Emperor or th^ hiflprian, who,publif]ied thi^ work of adu^ 
Jfition before the date (A. D. 'S55') of its foiid conqueft. 

to 
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to have been framed on the fame model : their C H A P. 
domes alpired to imitate the cupolas of St. Sophia; 
but the altar was more judicioufly placed under 
the centre of the dome, at the jun6tion of four 
ftately porticoes, which more accurately ex* 
preffed the figure of the Greek crofs. The 
Virgin of Jerufalem might exult in the temple 
ere6led by her Imperial votary on a moft un^ 
grateful fpot, which afforded neither ground not 
materials to the architedl. A level was formed, 
by raifing part of a deep valley to the height of 
the mountain. The Hones of a neighbouring 
quarry were hewn into regular forms; each block 
was fixed on a peculiar carriage drawn by forty 
of the ftrongeft oxen, and the roads were widened 
for thepaffage of fuch enormous weights. Leba- 
non furnifhed her loftieft cedars for the timbers 
of the church ; and the feafonable difcovery of 
a vein of red marble, fupplied its beautiful 
columns, twb of which, the fupporters of the 
exterior portico, were fefteemed the largeft in the 
world. The pious munificence of the Emperor 
was diffufed over the Holy Land ; and if reafon 
Ihould condemn the monafteries of both fexes 
which were built or refl:ored by Juftinian, yet 
charity mull applaud the wells which he funk, 
and the hofpitals which he founded for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The fchifmatical temper 
of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty; but 
in Syria and Africa Tome remedies were applied 
to the difafters of wars and earthquakes, and 
both Carthage and Antioch, emerging from their 
yqins, might revere the name pf their ^racioi^s 

bene- 
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.C|i A P« benefactor '•^ Altnoft every faint in the calendar 
^^* acquired the honours of a temple ; alraoft every 
city of the empire obtained the folid advantages 
of bridges, hoQ)itals» and aquedu6ts ; but the 
fevere liberality of the monarch difdained to 
indulge his fubje^s in the popular luxury of baths 
and theatres. While Juilinian laboured for the 
public iervice, he was not unmindful of his own 
dignity and cafe. The Byzantine palace, which 
had been damaged by the conflagration was re- 
ilored with new magnificence ; and fome notion 
may be conceived of the whole edifice, by the 
yeilibule or hall, which, from the door$ perhaps, 
or the roof, was furnamed chake^ or the brazen. 
The domeof a fpacious quadrangle was fupported 
by ma% pillars; the pavement and walls were en- 
cruited with many-coloured maii)les — the eme- 
rald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and the 
white Phrygian ftone inter&Cted with veins of 
a fea-green hue : the mofaic paintings of the 
dome and fides reprefented the glories of the 
African and Italian triumphs. On the Afiatic 
fliore of the Propontis, at a fmall diftance to 
the eaft of Chalcedon, the coftly palace and 
gardens of Heraeum '•^ were prepared for the 
fummer refidence of Jufl^inian, and more efpe- 
cially of Theodora. The poets of the age have 
celebrated the rare alliance of nature and art, 

■^ Juflinian once gave tortfSiv^ centenaries of goM (xSosOOo/.) 
for the repain of Andoch afbr the earthquake (John Malabo tom. ii. 
p. 146 — 149«> 

*•• For the Heneum* the ^Mdace of Theodora, fee Gyllius (de Bof- 
poro ThraciO) LiiL c«xi.)» Alemasu (Not. ad Anecdot. p. So* 8i. iHio 
quotes feveral epigprams of the i^tholpgy), and Ducang^ (C. P. CfarLft. 
l.iv.c»l3*p.X75f <76*> 

^ the 
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the harmony of the nymphs of the groves, the chap* 
fountains^ and the waves j yet the crowd of . ^_f 
attendants who followed the court complained of 
their inconvenient lodgings '% and the nymphs, 
were too often alarmed by the famous Porphyrio, 
a whale of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in 
length, who was ftranded at the mouth of the 
river Sangaris after he had infefled more than 
half a century the feas of Conftantinople "% 

The fortifications of Europe and Afia were Fortificau 
multiplied by Jullinian ; but the repetition of ^*^^ 
thofe timid and fruitlefs precautions expofes to 
a philofophic eye the debility of the empire '". 
From Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux 
of the Save to the mouth of the Danube, a chain 
of above, fourfcore forttfed places was extended 
along the banks of the great river. Single watch* 
towers were changed into fpacious citadels i va- 
cant walls, which the engineers contra3:ed or 
enlarged according to the nature of the ground, 
were filled with colonies or garrifons ; a flrong 
fortrefe defended the ruins of Trajan's bridge "% 

and 

'^ Comparey in the Edifices (1. i. c. zx.) and in the Anecdotes (c. 8* 
15.]^ the difierent ftyles of adulatbn and malevdence t ifaipt of the 
paint or cleanfed from the dirty the objeA appears to be the fame. 
. ''o Procopiusy 1. viii. 29 ; moft probably a ftranger and wanderer» a* 
the Mediterranean does not breed whales. Balcnse ipioque in noftm 
maria penetrant (Plin. HiiL Natur. ix. a.)* Betweeii the polar circle and 
tiie tropic* the cetaceons animak of the ocean grow to the length of 509 
So» or 100 feet (IM. des Voyagesy torn. xv. p. 489. Pennant's Bcttilh 
Zoology, vol. iiL p. 35.). 

'" Montefquieu obferves (torn. iii. p. 503. Confiderations fur k 
Grandeur eTla Decadence des Romainsy c. xx.) that Juftinian's em« 
pire was like France in the time of the Norman inroads— never fo 
weak as when every village was fortified. 

"' Procopius affinns (1. iv. c. 6.) that the Danube was ibpped by the 
ruint of the bridge.. Had ApoUodorusy the Archite^y lef^ a defcription 
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and feveral military ilations affected to ipread 
beyond the Danube the pride of the Roman 
name. But that name was divefled of its ter- 
rors ; the Barbarians, in their annual inroads, 
pafled and contemptuoufly repaffed, before thefe 
ufelefs bulwarks; and the inhabitants of the 
frontier, inftead of repofing under the Ihadow of 
the general defence, were compelled to guard, 
with incefiant vigilance, their feparate habita- 
tions. The folitude of ancient cities was re- 
pleniflied ; the new foundations of Juftinian ac- 
quired, perhaps too haftily, the epithets of im^ 
pregnable and populous ; and the aufjpicious 
place of his own nativity attracted the grateful 
reverence of the vaineft of princes. Under the 
name of Jufiiniafia prmuy the obfcure village of 
Taurefium became the feat of an archbifhop and 
a praefe6t, whofe jurifdi6lion extended over feven 
warlike provinces of lUyricum "' ; and the cor- 
rupt appellation of Giii/iendil ftill indicates, 
about twenty miles to the fouth of Sophia, the 
refidence of a Turkifh fanjak "*. For the ufe of 
the Emperor's countrymen, a cathedral, a palace, 

ef his own work, the fabulous wonders of Dion Cafiius (Llxviii. 
p. 1 1 29.) would have been corredled by the genuine pidhire. Trajan't 
bridge conlifted of twenty or twenty-two ftone piles with wooden 
arches ; the river is ihallowy the current gentle, and the whole inter- 
val no more than 443 (Reimer ad Dion, from Marfigli) or 515 toi/ei 
(d'Anville Geographie Ancienne, torn. i. p. 305 .)• 

"^ Of the two Dacias, Mediterranea and Ripei\fisy Dardania» Prae- 
valitana, the fecond Macfia> and the fecond Macedonia. See Juftiniaa 
(Novell. xi.)y who fpeaks of his caitles beyond the Danube* and o£ 
homines femper belUcus fudoribus inhaerentes. 

"-^ See d'Anville (Memoires de I'Academie* &c. tom.i5cxi. p 289^ 
a9o.)» Rycaut (Prefent State of the Turkifh Empire* p. 97- 316.^ Mar- 
figli (Stato Militare del Imperio Ottomano, p. 130.). The fanjak of 
Giuftendii is one of the twenty under the beglerbeg of Rumelia, and 
his diih-i^ maintains 48 zaims and 588 timariots* 

and 
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and an aqueduct, were fpeedily conftru6led;-the chap. 
public and private edifices were adapted to the ^^ 
greatnefs of a royal city ; and the ftrength of the 
walls refifted, during the life-time of Juftinian^ 
the unflcilful aflaults of the Huns and Sclavo« 
nians. Their progrefs was fometimes retarded, 
and their hopes of rapine were difappointed, 
by the innumerable caftles, which, in the pro- 
vinces of Dacia, Epirus, Theffaly, Macedonia, 
and Thrace, appeared to cover the whole face of 
the country. Six hundred of thefe forts were 
built or repaired by the Emperor : but it feems 
reafonable to believe, that the far greater part 
confifled only of a ftone or brick tower, in the 
midft of a fquare or circular area, which was 
furrounded by a wall and ditch, and afforded in 
a moment of danger fome prote6lion to the pea* 
fants and cattle of the neighbouring villages "^ 
Yet thefe military works, which exhaufled the 
public treafure, could not remove the jufl ap. 
prehenfions of Juilinian and his European fub- 
je6ls. The warm baths of Anchialus in Thrace 
were rendered as fafe as they were falutary ; but 
the rich paflures of Theflaionica were foraged 
by the Scythian cavalry ; the delicious vale of 
Tempe, three hundred miles from the Danube, 
was continually alarmed by the found of war "^ j 
and no unfortified fpot, however diflant or foli- 

"5 Thefe fortifications may be compared to the caftles in Mingrelia 
(Chardin, Voyages en Perfe, torn. i. p. 60. 13 1.-— a natural pidlure. 
^ * !* The valley oi Tempe is fituate along the river Peneus, between the 
hills of OfTa and Olympus: it is only five miles long, and in fome places 
my more than 120 feet in breadth. Its verdant, beauties are elegantly 
defcribed by Pliny (Hift. Natur. 1. iv.ij.), and more diffufely by -ffiliau 
^Hiil. Var. l.iii. c.i.). 
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CHAP, tafy, could ftcurely enjoy the bleffings of peace, 
XL* The ftreights of Thermopylae, which feemed to 
protect, but which had fo often betrayed, the 
fafety of Greece, were diligently ftrengthened 
by the labours of Juftinian. From the edge of 
the fea-fhore, through the foreft and vallies, and 
as far as the fummit of the Theifalian mountains, 
a ftrong wall was continued, which occupied 
every pra£i;icable entrance. Inftead of an hafty 
crowd of peafants, a garrifon of two thoufand 
foldiers was flatiioned along the rampart ; grana- 
ries of corn, and refervoirs of water, were pro- 
vided for their ufe ; and by a precaution that in* 
^ired the cowardice which it forefaw, conve- 
nient fortreffes were eredled for their retreat. 
The walls of Corinth, overthrown by an earth- 
quake, and the mouldering bulwarks of Athens 
and Platsea, were carefully reftored ; the Barba- 
rians were difcouraged by the profpeft of fuc-, 
ceffive and painful fieges ; and the naked cities 
of Peloponnefus were covered by the fortifica- 
tions of the ifthmus of Corinth. At the extremity 
of Europe, another peninfula, the ThracianCher- 
fbnefus, runs three days journey into the fea, to 
form, with the adjacent Ihores of Alia, the 
ftreights of the Hellefpont. The intervals be- 
tween eleven populous towns w^ere filled by lojfty 
woods, fair paftures, and arable lands : and the 
ifthmus, or thirty-feven ftadia or furlongs, had 
been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 
years before the reign of Juftinian "^ In an age 

"7 Xenophon Hellenic. 1. iii. c. %. After a long and tedious conver* 
£ition with, the Byzantine declaimera, how refireihing is the truth, die 
fimplicityi the elegance of an Attic writer! 

i6 of 
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of freedom and valour, theflightell rampart may c H A p* 
prevent a furprife ; and Procopius appears infen- ^^^ 
fible of the fuperiority of ancient times, while he 
praifes the folid conflru£lion and double parapet 
of a wall, whofe long arms ftretched on either 
fide into the fea ; but whofe ftrength was deemed 
infufficient to guard the Cherfonefus, if each city, 
and particularly Galipoli and Seflus, had not 
been fecured by their peculiar fortifications. The 
long wall, as it was emphatically ftyled, was a 
work as difgraceful in the obje6l, as it was re- 
mediable in the execution. The riches of a ca- . 
pital difFufe themfelves over the neighbouring 
country, and the territory of Conftantinople, a 
paradife of nature, was adorned with the luxurious 
gardens and villas of the fenators and opulent 
citizens. But their wealth ferved only to attradt 
the bold and rapacious barbarians } the nobleft of 
the Homans, in the bofom of peaceful indolence, 
were led away into Scythian captivity, and their 
fovereign might view, from his palace, the hoftile 
flames which were infolently fpread to the gates 
of the Imperial city. At the diftance only of 
forty miles, Anaftafius was conftrained to efta* 
blifli a laft frontier ; his long wall, of fixty miles 
from the Propontis to the Euxine, proclaimed 
the impotence of his arms ; and as the danger 
became more imminent, new fortifications were 
added by the indefatigable prudence of Jufti- 
man "^ 

Afia Minor, after the fubmiffion of the liau- Security of 

Aiia> after 
'^^ See the long wall in Evagrius (\^ iv. c. 38.). This whole article ia 
drawn from the fourth book of the Edifices^ except Anchiahu (l.iiL c. y*)* 
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rians "', remained without enemies jj^nd without 
fortifications. Thofe bold favages, who had dit 
Ae con- dained to be the fubjedls of Gallienus, perfifted 
queft of |.^Q hundred and thirty years in a life of iude-^ 
pendence and rapine. The moft fuccefeful 
princes refpefted the ftrength of the mountains 
and the defpair of the natives ; their fierce fpirit 
was fometimes foothed with gifts, and fometimes 
reftrained by terror ; and a military count, with 
three legions, fixed his permanent and igno- 
minious ftation in the heart of the Roman pro- 
vinces '*^ But no fooner was the vigilance of 
power relaxed or diverted, than the light-armed 
fquadrons defcended from the hills, and invaded 
the peaceful plenty of Afia. Although the Ifau- 
rians were not remarkable for ftature or bravery, 
^ant rendered them bold, and experience made 
them Ikilful in the exercife of predatory war. 
They advanced with fecrecy and fpeed to the at- 
tack of villages and defencelefs towns ; their fly- 
ing parties have fometimes touched the Hellet 
pont, the Euxine, and the gates of Tarfus, An- 
tioch, or Damafcus '*' ; and the Ipoil was lodged 
in their inacceflible mountains, before the Roman 
troops had^ received their orders, or the diflant 
province had computed its lofs. The guilt of 

"5 Turn back to vol. i. p. 454. la the courle of this hiftor)', I have 
fometimes mentioned, and much oftener flighted, the hafty inroadr 
of the Ifaurians, which were jiot attended with any confequences. 

^^ Trebellius Pollio in Hiil. Auguft. p. 107. who lived under Dio- 
cletfan, or Conftantine. See likewife Pancirolus ad Not. Imp. Orient. 
c» 115. 141. See Cod. Theodof. l.ix. tit. 3s • leg. 37. with a copious 
coUedlive Annotation of Godefroy, torn. iii. p. 256, 257. 

"* See the full and wide extent of their inroads in Philoftcwgius (HifL^ 
EccleC L XI. c. 8 ), with Godefroy's learned DifFertations. 

rebellioa 
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rebellion and robbery excluded them from the chap. 
rights of national enemies ; and the magiftrates ^^' 
were inilru6led by an edi6l, that the trial orpu- 
nifhment jof an Ifaurian, even on the feftival of 
Eafter, was a meritorious act of juftice and 
piety'**. If the captives were condemned to do- 
meflic flavery, they maintained, with their fword 
or dagger, the private quarrel of their mailers ; 
and it was found expedient for the public tran- 
quillity, to prohibit the fervice of fuch danger- 
ous retainers. When their countryman Tarca- 
liflaeus or Zeno afcended the throne, he invited 
a faithful and formidable band of Ifaurians, who 
infulted the court and city, and were rewarded 
by an annual tribute of five thoufand pounds of 
gold. But the hopes of fortune depopulated the 
mountains, luxury enervated the hardinefs of 
their minds and bodies, and in proportion as 
they mixed with mankind, they became lefs qua-^ 
lified for the enjoyment of poor and folitary 
freedom. After the death of Zeno, his fucceflbr 
Anaflafius fuppreffed their penfions, expofed 
their perfons to the revenge of the people, ba-^ 
nifhed them from Conftantinople, and prepared 
to fuftain a war, which left only the alternative 
of vi6t:ory or fervitude. A brother of the laft 
emperor ufurped the title of Auguftus, his caufe 
was powerfully fupported by the arms, the trea- 
fures, and the magazines colledled by Zeno; and 
the native Ifaurians muft have formed the fmall- 

■^' Cod. Juftinian. 1. ix. tit,- it, leg. lo. The punUhments are fevere 
—a fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradation, and even death. 
The public peace might afford a pretence, but Zeno was defirous of 
monopolizinjg^ the valour and fervice of the Ifaurians« 

K a eft 
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CHAP, eft portion of the hundred and fifty thoufandt 
, ""-^ barbarians under his ftandard^ which was fandli- 
fied, for the firft time, by the prefence of a fight- 
ing bifhop. Their diforderly numbers were van- 
quifhed in the plains of Phrygia by the valour 
and difcipline of the Goths; but a war of fix 
years almoft exhaufled the courage of the Em* 
A.D. peror'*^^ The Ifaurians retired to their moun- 
49»— 49 • tains; their fbrtrefles were focceffively befieged- 
and ruined ; their communication with the fea 
was intercepted; the bravefl; of their leaders died 
in arms ; the furviving chiefs, before their exe- 
cution, were dragged in chains through tne hip- 
podrome; a colony of their youth was tranC- 
planted into Thrace, and the remnant of the 
people fubmitted to the Roman government. 
Yet fome generations elapfed before their minds- 
were reduced to the level of flavery. The popu- 
lous villages of Mount Taurus were fiOiled with 
horfemen and archers ; they refifted the impo- 
fition of tributes, but they recruited the armies 
of Jufliinian ; and his civil magifl:rates, the pro- 
conful of Cappadocia, the Count of Ifauria, and 
the preetors of Lyeaonia and Pifidia, were in- 
verted with military power to reflrain the licen- 
tious pra6lice of rapes and aflfaflinations '^\ 

'^ The Ifaurian war and the triumph of Anaibiius are briefly and 
darkly reprefented by John Malala (torn. ii. p. io6» 107.)} Evagrius (1. ill. 
c.35»)> Thec^phanes (p. 118 — lac), and the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

**♦ Fortes eac regio (fays Juftinian) viros habet, nee in ullo difiert ab* 
lifturiay though Pracopius (Perfic. 1. i. c. 18.) nuu-ks an eilential diffe- 
rence between 'their military characfte;:; yet in former times the Lycao- 
nians and Pifidians had defended their liberty aigainfl the great King 
(Xenophonw Anabafis, 1. iii. c. 2.). Juftinian introduces fome falfe and. 
ridiculous erudition of the ancient eropireof the Pifidian$» andof Lycaoii» 
who> after vifiting Rome (Jong before iEneas)^ gave a name and peo-» 
pie to Lyeaonia (Novell. a4> a5- »7- 30.). 

If 
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If we extend our view from the tropic to the c H A ?• 
iiiOuthoftheTanais,wemay'obferve on one hand ^ 5^' 
the precautions of Juftinian to curb the favages Fortifica- 
of ^Ethiopia '*% and on the other, the long walls tionsofthe 
which he conftru6led in Crimaea for the protec- ^"^ 
tion of his friendly Goths, a colony of three thou- 
fand (hepherds and warriors '**. From that pen- From the 
infula to Trebizond, the eaftern curve of the ^"^^?^ 

, ' the Perfias 

Euxine was fecured by forts, by alliance, or by frontier. 
religion : and the poffeffion of Lazica^ the 
Colchos of ancient, the Mingrelia of modem 
geography, foon became the obje6l of an impor« 
tant war. Trebizond, in after-times the feat of 
a romantic empire, was indebted to the liberality 
of Juftinian for a church, an aquedu6l, and a 
caftle, whofe ditches are hewn in the folid rock. 
From that maritime city, a frontier line of five 
hundred miles may be drawn to the fortrefs of 
Circefium, the laft Roman ftation on the Eu- 
phrates '*\ Above Trebizond immediately, and 
five days journey to the fouth, the country rifes 
into dark forefts and craggy mountains, as favage 
though not fo lofty as the Alps and the Pyrenees. 

"5 See Procopius, Perfic. 1. i. c. 19. The altar of national concord^ 
of annual facrifice and oaths, which Diocletian had ere<5led in the I He 
of £lephantine9 was demolifhed by Juftinian with lefs policy than zeal. 

" Procopius de Edificiis, 1. iii. c. 7. Hift. I. viii. c. 3, 4. Thefe un- 
ambitious Goths had refufed to follow the ftandard of Theodoric. As 
late as the xvth and xvith century, the name and nation might be dif- 
covered between Caffa and the Streights of Azoph (d'Auville Memoires 
de I'Academie, torn. xxx. p. a40.)« They well deferved the curiofity of 
Buibequius (p. 321 — 316.): but feem to have vanilhed in the more re- 
cient account of the Mii&ons du Levant (tom. i.), Tott, PeyfTonel, <Scc. 

"7 For the geography and archite&ure of this Armenian border, fee 
the Perfian Wars and Edifices (l.ii. Ci4— -7. l.iii. c.a— 7.) of Ptocopius. 
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In this rigorous climate **% where the fnows feU 
dom melt, the fruits are tardy and taftelefe, even 
honey is poifonous ; the moll induftrious tillage 
would be confined to fome pleafant vallies ; and 
the pafloral tribes obtained a fcanty fuftenance 
from the flefli and milk of their cattle. The 
Chali/bians '^'^ derived their name and temper 
from the iron quality of the foil; and, fixice 
the days of Cyrus, they might produce, under 
the various appellations of Chaldaeans and Zar 
nians, an uninterrupted prefcription of war and 
rapine. Under the reign of Juftinian, they ac- 
knowledged the God and the Emperor of the 
Romans, and feven fortreffes were built in the 
moil acceffible paffes, to exclude the ambi- 
tion of the Perjflan monarch '3°. The principal 
fource of the Euphrates defcends from the Cha- 
lybian mountains, and feems to flow towards 
the weft and the Euxine ; bending to the fouth- 
;^veft5 the river paffes under the walls of Satala, 

"^ The country is defcribedbyToumefort (Voyage au Levant, torn, iii, 
lettre xvii. xviii.). That fldlful botaniil foon difcovered the plant that in- 
fe<Sls the honey (Plin. xxi. 44, 45.). He obferves, that the foldiers of 
LucuUus might indeed be aftoniihed at the cold, lince, even in the plain 
of Erzenim, fnow fometimes falls in June, and the han^eft is ieldom 
iiniihed before September. The hills of Armenia are below the fortieth 
degree of latitude; but in the mountainous country which I inhabit, it 
is well known that an afcent of fome hours carries the traveller from the 
climate of Languedoc to that of Norway, and a general theory has been 
introduced, that under the line an elevation of 2400 toi/es is equivju- 
lent to the cold of the polar circle (Remond, Obfervations fur les Voy- 
ages de Coxe dans la SuifTe, tom.ii. p. 104.). 

"9 The identity or proximity of the Chalybians, or Chaldaeans, may 

be inveftigated in Strabo (1, xii. p. 825, 826.), Cellarius (Geograph. An- 

tiq. torn. ii. p. 20a — 204.), and Freret (Mem. de I'Academie, torn, iv, 

p. 594.). Xenophon fuppofes, in his romance (Cyropsed. 1. iii.),the feme 

. Barbarians againft whom he had fpught in his retreat (Anabafis, I. iv.). 

'^° Procopius, Perfic. 1. 1. c» 15. DeEdific. l.iii^ c. 6. 
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and Melitene (which were reftored by Juftinian c H A ?• 
as the bulwarks of the leffer Armenia), and gra- ^ * 
dually approaches the Mediterranean fea ; till at 
length, repelled by Mount Taurus ''', the Eu- 
phrates inclines his long and flexible courfe to the 
fouth-eaft and the Gulph of Perfia. Among the 
Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we dil^ 
tinguifti two recent foundations, which were 
named from Theodofius, and the relics of the 
martyrs ; and two capitals, Amida and Edefla, 
which are celebrated in the hiftory of every age. 
Their ftrength was proportioned by Juftinian to 
the danger of their fituation. A ditch and pali- 
fade might be fuflScient to refift the artlefs force 
of the cavalry of Scythiaj but more elaborate 
works were required to fuflain a regular liege 
againft the arms and treafures of the great King. 
His Ikilful engineers underftood the methods of 
condu3:ing deep mines, and of railing platforms 
to the level of the rampart; he Ihook the ftroHgeft 
battlements with his military engines, and fome^ 
times advanced to the aflaplt with a line of move- 
able turrets on the backs of elephants. In the 
great cities of the Eaft, the difadvantage of fpace, 
perhaps of pofition, was compenfatqd by the zeal 
of the people, who feconded the garrifon in the . 
defence of their country and religion ; and the 
fabulous promife of the Son of God, that EdeflTat 
^ould never be taken, filled the citizens with 



'^* Ni Taurus obftet in noftra maria venturus (Pomponius Mela, 
4ii. 8.). Pliny> a poet as*well as a naturalift (v. 20. J, perfonifies the river 
and mountain, and defcribes their combat. See the courfe of the Tir 
|;rit and Euphrates, in the excellent treatife of D'Anville. 
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CHAP, valiant confidence, and chilled the befiegers with 
^^Z^ doubt and difinay'^*. The fubordinate towns 
of Armenia and Mefopotamia were diligently 
ftrengthened, and the polls which appeared to 
have any command of ground or water, were 
occupied by numerous forts, fubftantially built 
of Hone, or more haftily ere6bed with the ob- 
vious materials of earth and brick. The eye 
of Juftinian inveftigated every fpot ; and his 
cruel precautions might attract the war into 
» fome lonely vale, whofe peaceful natives, con^ 
nested by trade and marriage, were ignorant 
of national difcord and the quarrels of princes. 
Weftward of the Euphrates, a fandy defert ex- 
tends above fix hundred miles to the Red Sea. 
Nature had interpofed a vacant Iblitude between 
the ambition of two rival empires : the Arabians^ 
till Mahomet arofe, were formidable only as rob- 
bers : and in the proud fecurity of peace, the 
fortifications of Syria were negledled on the moft 
vulnerable fide» 
Death of ^"^ ^^^ national enmity, at leaft the efFe6ls of 
Perozes, that enmity, had been fufpended by a truce, 
^^ ^^ which continued above fourfcore years. An am* 
A. D. 488. baflador from the Emperor Zeno accompanied 
the rafli and unfortunate Perozes, in his expedi- 
tion againft the Nepthalites or white Huns, whofe 
conquefts had been fl;retched from the Caipian to 

»'' Procopius (Perfic. 1. ii. c. 12.) tells the ftoiy with the tone half 
fcepticaly half fuperititious, of Herodotus. The promife was not in the 
primitive lye of £ufebius> but dates at leaft from the year 4009 and a 
third lye, the Feronicay was foon raifed on the two fonner (Evagriusy 
4* iy. c. 57.). As Edeila has been taken, Tillemont muft ^iCr\^\rn tht 
prpmife ^Mern* £ccle«. torn. L p. 362. 383. 6X7.}, 
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the heart of India, whofe throne was enriched chap. 
with emeralds'", and whofe cavalry was fup- ^ * . 
ported by a line of two thoufand elephants''*. 
The Perfians were twice circumvented, in a fitu- 
ation which made valour ufelefs and flight ini- 
poflible ; and the double vi6lory of the Huns was 
atchieved by military ftratagem. They difmifled 
their, royal captive after he had fubmitted to 
adore the majefty of a barbarian ; and the humili- 
ation was poorly evaded by the cafuiftical fubtilty 
of the Magi, who inftrufted Perozes to dire^ 
his attention to the rifing fun. The indignant 
fucceffor of Cyrus forgot his danger and his 
gratitude ; he renewed the attack with head- 
ftrong fury, and loft both his army and his life''*. 
The death of Perozes abandoned Perfia to her 
foreign and domeftic enemies ; and twelve years. 

'-3 They were purdiafed from the merchants of Adulis who traded 
to India (Cofmas, Topograph. Chrift. 1. xi. p. 339.); yet> in the efti* 
mate of precious ftonest the Scythian emerald was the firft) the Bac- 
trian the fecondy the Ethiopian only the third (Hill's Theophrafinsy 
p. 6i. &c* 92.). The prodiuStiony mines, &c. of emeralds, are involved 
in darknefs ; and it is doubtful whether we poiTefs any of the twelve 
forts known to the ancients (Goguet, Origine des Loix, &c. part* ii. 
1. ii. c. z. art. 3.). In this war the Huns got, or at leaft Perozes loft, the 
fineft pearl in the world, of which Procopius relates a ndiculous fable* 
'3* The Indo^ytha continued to reign from the time of Auguftus 
(Dionyf. Perieget. 1088. with the Commentary of Euftathius, in Hud« 
fon, Geograph. Minor, torn, iv.) to that of the elder Juftin (Coimasy 
Topograph. Chrift. 1. xi. p* 338, 339*)« On their origin and conqueftiy 
fee D'Anville (fur I'Inde, p. z8. 45. &c. 69. 85. 89.). In the fecond 
century Uiey were mafters of Lance or Guzerat. 

' '^^ See the fate of Phirouz or Perozes, and its confequences, in Pro* 
copius (Perfic. 1. i. c. 3 — 6.), who may be compared with the fragments 
of Oriental hiftory (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p^ 351. and Texeira* 
KGftory of Perfia, tranflated or abridged by Stephens, L i. c. 32. p. 13 jt 
•—138.). The chronology is ably afcertained by Aflemaa. (BiUiot. On- 
^« torn, ill p. ^96 — 4^7.) 

of 
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c H A P. of conf ufion elapfed before his fon Cabades or 
^^* Kobad could embrace any defigos of ambition 
or revenge. The unkind parfimony of Anaflafius 
was the motive or pretence of a Roman war'^* j 
the Huns and Arabs marched under the Perfian 
llandard, and the fortifications of Armenia and 
Mefopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
imperfect condition. The Emperor returned his 
thanks to the governor and people of Marty- 
ropolis, for the prompt furrender of a city which 
could not be fuccefsfuUy defended, and the con- 
flagration of Theodofiopolis might juftify the 
condu6l of their prudent neighbours. Amida 
fuilained a long and deftrudlive liege : at the 
end of three months the lofs of fifty thoufand 
of the foldiers of Cabades was not balanced by 
any profpe6t of fuccefs, and it was in vain that 
the Magi deduced a flattering predi6lion from 
the indecency of the women on the ramparts, 
who had revealed their mofl; fecret charms to the 
eyes of the aflailants. At length, in a filent 
night, they afcended the mofl: acceffible tower, 
which was guarded only by fome monks, op- 
prefled, after the duties of a feftival, with fleep 
and wine. Scaling ladders were applied at the 
dawn of day, the prefence of Cabades, his ftern 
command, and his drawn fword, compelled the 
Perfians to vanquifli ; and before it was fliejthed, 
fourfcore thoufand of the inhabitants had ex* 



^^ The Perfian war, under the reigns of Anaflafius and Jufim, may 
be colle^led from Procopius (Perfic. 1. i. c. 7, 89 9.) Theophanes (in 
Chronograph, p. 124 — 127*]^ Evagrius (1. iii. c. 37.), Marcellinus (in 
ChroQ* P'47*)i and Jofue StyUtes (apud Aflexouu torn. i« p. %yz — 281.). 
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piated the blood of their companions. After C H A p» 
the iiege of Amida, the war continued three ^^^ 
years, and the unhappy frontier tailed the full 
meafure of its calamities. The gold of Anaftafius 
was offered too late, the number of his troops 
was defeated by the number of their generals ; 
the country was ftripped of its inhabitants, and 
both the living and the dead were abandoned to 
the wiM beafts of the defert. The refiftance of 
Edefla, and the deficiency of fpoil, inclined the 
mind of Cabades to peace; he fold his conquefts 
for an exorbitant price : and the fame line, though 
marked with flaughter and devaftation, flill 
feparated the two empires. To avert the repe- 
tition of the fame evils, Anaftafius refolved to 
found a new colony, fo ftrong, that it fiiould 
defy the power of the Perfian, fo far advanced 
towards Aflyria, that its ftationary troops might 
defend the province by the menace or operation 
of offenfive war. For this purpofe, the town» of Fortifica- 
•Dara '", fourteen miles from Nifibis, and four ^^nsof 
days journey from the Tigris, was peopled and 
adorned ; the hafty works of Anaftafius were im^ 
proved by the perfeverance of Juftinian ; and 
without infifting on places lefs important, the 
fortifications of Dara may reprefent the military 
archite6lure of the age. The city was furrounded 
with two walls, and the interval between- them, 
of fifty paces, afforded a retreat to the cattle of 



*^' The defcription of Dara is amply and corre^Iy given by Procopius 
(Perfic- Li. c. 10. l.ii. c. 13. De Edific. l.ii. c.i, a, 3. l.iii. c.5.). See 
the fituation in D'Anville (I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p.53> 54> 55.), though 
he feenos to double the interval between Dara and Niiibis. 

the 
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CHAP, the befieged. The inner wall was a monument 
, ^' _f of ftrength and beauty : it meafured fixty feet 
from the ground, and the height of the towers 
was one hundred feet ; the loop-holes, from 
whence an enemy might be annoyed with miflile 
weapons, were fmall, but numerous : the foldiers 
were planted along the rampart, under the 
fhelter of double galleries, and a third platform, 
ipacious and fecure, was raifed on the fummit 
of the towers. The exterior wall appears to 
have been lefs lofty, but more folid ; and each 
tower was protected by a quadrangular bulwark. 
A hard rocky foil refifted the tools of the miners, 
and on the fouth-eaft, where the ground was more 
tra6lable, their approach was retarded by a new 
work, which advanced in the fliape of an half- 
moon. The double and treble ditches were 
filled with a ftream of water ; and in the manage- 
ment of the river, the moft Ikilful labour was 
employed to fupply the inhabitants^ to diftrels 
the? befiegers, and to prevent the mifchiefs of a 
natural or artificial inundation. Dara continued 
more than fixty years to fulfil the wifties of its 
founders, and to provoke the jealoufy of the 
Perfians^ who inceiTantly complained, that this 
impregnable fortrefs had been confi,ru6fced in 
manifeft violation of the treaty of peace between 
I the two empires. 

I ThcCaf- Between the Euxine and the Cafpian, the 

^1^^ countries of Colchos, Iberia, and Albania, are 
gates. interfered in every direction by the branches of 
Mount Caucafus; and the two principal ^flfe^, or 
pafles, from north to fouth, have been frequently 

con- 
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confounded in thegeography both of the ancients char 
and moderns. The name of Cq/pian or AUnnian ^ ^^^ 
gates is properly applied to Derbend *'% which 
occupies a fliort declivity between the mountains 
and the fea ; the city, if we give credit to local 
tradition, had been founded by the Greeks ; and 
this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Perfia, with a mole, double walls, and doors 
of iron. The Iberian gates '^^ are formed by 
a narrow paflage of fix miles in Mount Cau- 
cafus, which opens from the northern fide of 
Iberia or Georgia, into the plain that reaches to 
the Tanais and the Volga. A fortrefs, defigned 
by Alexander perhaps, or one of his fucceflbrs, 
to command that important pafs, had defcended 
by right of conqueft or inheritance to a prince of 
the Huns, who oflfered it for a moderate price to 
the Emperor : but while Anafl;afius paufed, while 
he timoroufly computed the cod and the dif^ 
tance, a more vigilant rival interppfed, and Ca- 
bades forcibly occupied the fl:reights of Caucafus. 
The Albinian and Iberian gates excluded the 
horfemen of Scythia from the fliorteft and moft 
pradlicable roads, and the whole front of the 
mountains was covered by the rampart of Gog 
and Magog, the long wall which has excited the 

*'® For the city and pafs of Derbend, fee D'Herbelot Bibliot. Orient, 
(p. 157. 291. 807.), Petite de la Croix (Hill, de Gengifcan, 1. iv. c. 9.)^ 
Hiftoire Genealogique des Tatars (torn. i. p. lac), Olearius (Voyage en 
Perfe, p. 1039 — 1041.), and Comeille le Bruyn (Voyages, torn. i. p. 1469 
147.): his view may be compared with the plan of Oleariusy who judgef 
the wall to be of Ihells and gravel hardened by time. 

'^ Procopius, though with fome confiifion, always denominates them 
Cafpian (Perfic. 1. i. c. 10.). The pafi is now ftyled Tatartopa, th6 
TaAai^gates (D'Anville} Geographic Ancieone} torn. ii. p* 119, zao.> 

cjuriofity 
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CHAP, curiofity of an Arabian caliph '^° and a Ruffian 
^ _ ' . conqueror'^'. According to a recent defcrip- 
tion, huge ftones feven feet thick, twenty-one 
feet in length, or height, are artificially joined 
without iron or cement, to compofe a wall, 
which runs above three hundred miles fix>m the 
fliores of Derbend, over the hills and through the 
vallies of Dagheftan and Georgia. Without a 
vifion, fuch a work might be undertaken by the 
policy of Cabades ; without a miracle, it might 
be accompliflied by his fon, fo formidable to the 
Romans under the name of Chofroes ; fo dear to 
the Orientals, under the appellation of Nufliir- 
wan. The Perfian monarch held in his hand 
the keys both of peace and war ; but he ftipu- 
lated, in every treaty, that Juftinian fhould con- 
tribute to the expence of a common barrier, 
which equally prote6led the two empires from 
the inroads of the Scythians ^'^^. 

VII. Juftinian fuppreffed the fchools of Athens 
and the confulfliip of Rome, which had given fo 
many fages and heroes to mankind. Both thefe 
inftitutions had longfince degenerated from their 

- '^^ The imaginary rampart of Qog and Magog, which was ferioufly 
explored and believed by a caliph of the ixth century, appears to be 
derived from the gates of Mount Caucafus, and a vague report of the 
wall of China (Geograph. Nubieniis, p. 26y — ayo. Memoires de I'Aca* 
deraie, torn. xxxi. p. a 10-^2 19.). 

'^* See a learned diflertation of Baier, ile muro CaucafeOf in Comment- 
Acad. Petropol. ann. 172$, torn. i. p. 425 — 463.; but it is deftitute of 
a map or plan. When the Czar Peter I. became mailer of Derbend in 
the year 1722, the meafure of the wall yras found to be 3285 Ruffian 
^rgygiay or fathom, each of feven feet Englifh ; in the whole fomewhat 
more than four miles in length. 

'^^ See the fortifications and treaties of Chofroes or Nufhirwan, in 
Procopius (Perfic. L L c« i6. %%• 1. ii.) and D'Herbelot (p. 682.); - 

primitive 
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primitive glory; yet fome reproach may be juftly chap* 
infli6led on the avarice and jealoufy of a prince, ^ _ ^\j 
by whofe hand fuch venerable ruins were de- 
ftroyed. 

Athens, after her Perfian triumphs, adopted The 
the philofophy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily ; ^^^^^^ ^ 
and thele Itudies became the patrimony of a city 
whofe inhabitants, about thirty thoufand males, 
condenfed, within the period of a fingle life, the 
genius of age and millions. Our fenfe of the 
dignity of human nature is exalted by the fimple 
recolle6lion, that Ifocrates '^^ was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon; that he affifted, perhaps 
with the hiftorian Thucydides, at the firft repre- 
fentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides ; and that his pupils 
iEfchines and Demofthenes contended for the 
crown of patriotifm in the prefence of Ariftotle, 
the mailer of Theophraftus, who taught at Athens 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 
fe6ls '^. The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 
the benefits of their domeftic education, which 
was communicated without envy to the rival 
cities. Two thoufand difciples heard the lefTonis 
of Theophraftus '^* j the fchools of rhetoric mud 

'^ The life of Ifocrates extends from Olymp. Ixxxvi. 1. to ex. 3. 
(ante ChrilL 436—338.). See Dionyf. Halicam. torn. ii. p. 149, 150* 
edit.Hudfon. Plutarch (five anonymous), in Vit. X. Oratorem, p. 15 3 8^ 
— 1543* edit. H. Steph. Phot. cod. cclix. p. 1453- 

'^ The fchools of Athens are copioufly though condfely reprefented 
in the Fortuna Attica of Meurfius (c. viii. p. 59—73. in torn. i. Opp.). 
For the fbte and arts of the city, fee the firft book of Paufanias> and 
a.fmall tradt of Dicasarchus (in the fecond volume of Hudfon's Geogra- 
phers), who wrote about Olymp. cxvii. Dodwell's DiiTertat. fedl. 4.)* 

'^ Diogen. Laert. de. Vit. Philofoph. 1. y. fegm. 37. p. 289. 

have 
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CHAP, have been ftill more populous than thofe of phitd-^ 
fophy ; and a rapid fucceffion of ftudents diffufed 
the fame of their teachers as far as the utmoft 
limits of the Grecian language and name. Thofe 
limits were enlarged by the vi6lories of Alex- 
ander ; the arts of Athens furvived her freedom 
and dominion ; and the Greek colonies which the 
Macedonians planted in Egypt, and fcattered 
over Afia, undertook long and frequent pilgrim- 
ages to worfhip the Mufes in their favourite 
temple on the banks of the Iliffus. The Latin con- 
querors refpedlfuUy liftelied to the inftrufilions 
of their fubje6ls and captives ; the names of 
Cicero and Horace were enrolled in the fchools 
of Athens ; and after the pjerfedt fettlement of 
the Roman empire, the natives of Italy, of Af- 
rica, and of Britain, converfed in the groves of 
the academy with their fellow-ftudents of the 
Eaft. The ftudies of philofophy and eloquence 
are congenial to a popular (late, which encou- 
rages the freedom of inquiry, and fubmits only 
to the force of perfuafion. In the republics of 
Greece and Rome, the art of fpeaking was the 
powerful engine of patriotifm or ambition ; and 
the fchools of rhetoric poured forth a colony of 
ftatefmen and legiflators. When the liberty 
of public debate was fuppreffed, the orator, in 
the honourable profeffion of an advocate, might 
plead the caufe of innocence and juftice ; he 
might abufe his talents in the more profitable 
trade of panegyric 5 and the fame precepts 
continued to didlate the fanciful declamations 
of the fophift, and the chafter beauties of hif- 
10 torical 
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torical CQmpofition. The iyfteins which pro- chap. 
fefled to unfold the nature of God, of man, and , ^^ 
of the univerfe, entertained the curiofity of the 
philofophic ftudent ; and according to the tem- 
per of his mind, he might doubt with the fcep- 
tics, or decide with the ftoics, fublimely fpeculate 
with Plato, or feverely argue with Ariftotle. The 
pride of the adverfe fe£ls had fixed an unat- 
tainable term of moral happinefs and perfe3:ion : 
but the race was glorious and falutary ; the difl 
ciples of Zeno, and even thofe of Epicurus, were 
taught both to a6l and to fuffer ; and the death of 
Petronius was not lefs effedlual than that of Se- 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the difcovery of his 
impotence. The light of fcience could not in- 
deed be confined within the walls of Athens. 
Her incomparable wr;iters addrels themfelves to 
the human race ; the living mafters emigrated to 
Italy and Afia ; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the iludy of the law ; aftronpmy and 
phyfic were cultivated in the mufaeum of Al^x^ 
andria ; but the Attic fchools of rhetoric and phi- 
lofophy maintained their fuperior reputation from 
the Peloponnefian war to the reign of Juftinian. 
Athens, though fituate in a barren foil, polSefled 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That facred retirement was fel- 
dom difturbed by tbe bufinefii of trade or go- 
vernment ; and the lail of the Athenians were 
diftinguiflied hy- their lively wit, the purity of 
thair tafte and language, their focial manners, 
and fome traoes, at leaft in difi^ourfe, of the mag- 
nanimity joi th^ir £rthers. In the fi^burbs <^tha 
. voii* vu. L city. 




,46 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

city, the acadermf of the Platonifts, the Jycamm of 
the Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics, and 
the garden of the Epicureans, were planted with 
trees and decorated with flatues : and the philo- 
fophersy inftead of being immured in a cloifter, 
delivered their inflru6tions in fpacious and 
pleafant walks, which, at diflPerent hours, were 
confecrated to the exercifes of the mind and 
body. The genius of the founders ftill lived in 
thofe venerable feats; the ambition of fucceeding 
to the matters of human reafon, excited a gene- 
rous emulation ; and the merit of the candidates 
was determined, on each vacancy, by the free 
voices of an enlightened people. The Athenian 
profeffors were paid by their difciples : according 
to their mutual wants and abilities, the price 
appears to have varied from a mina to a talent ; 
and Ifocrates himfelf, who derides the avarice of 
the fophifts, required in his fchool of rhetoric, 
about thirty pounds from ^ach of his hundred 
pupils. The wages of induftry are juft and 
honourable, yet the fame Ifocrates flied tears at 
the firft receipt of a ftipend ; the Stoic might 
blufli when he was hired to preach the contempt 
of money ; and I fhould be forry to difcover, 
that Ariftotle or Plato fo far degenerated from 
the example of Socrates, as to exchange know- 
ledge for gold. But fome property of lands and 
houfes was fettled by the permiffion of the laws, 
and the legacies of deceafed friends, on the phi- 
lofophic chairs of Athens. Epicurus bequeathed 
to his difciples the gardens which he had pur- 
chafed for eighty minas or two hundred and fifty 

pounds. 
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pounds, with a fund fuflSicient for their frugal chap. 
lubfiftence and monthly feftivals'^; and the pa- ^^' 
tritnony of Plato afforded an annual rent, which, 
in eight centuries, was gradually increafed from 
three to one thouland pieces of gold '*'. The 
fchools of Athens were protected by the wifeft 
and moft virtuous of the Roman princes. The 
library which Hadrian founded, was placed in a 
portico adorned with pi6lures, ftatues, and a roof 
of alabafler, and fupported by one hundred co- 
lumns of Phrygian marble. The public falaries 
were affigned by the generous fpirit of the An- 
tonines ; and each profeffor, of politics, of rhe- 
toric, of the Platonic, the Peripatetic, the Stoic, 
and the Epicurean philofophy, received an an- 
nual ftipend often thoufand drachmae, or more 
than three hundred pounds fterling**'. After 
the death of Marcus, thefe liberal donations, and 
the privileges attached to the thrones of fcience, 
were abolilhed and revived, diminiflied and en- 
larged : but fome veftige of royal bounty may be 
found under the fucceffors of Conftantine ; and 
their arbitrary choice of an unworthy candidate 
might tempt the philolbphers of Athens to re- 

'^^ See the tefUment of Epicurus in Diogen. Laert. 1. x.fegm. 16-— 
20* p. 6119 6 12* A iingle epifUe (ad Familiariesy xiii. i.) difplays the in- 
juitice of the Areopagus, the fidelity of the Epicureans, the dextrous po- 
litenefs of Cicero, and the'mixture of contempt and efteem with which 
the Roman fenators confidered the philofophy and philofophers of Greece. 

'^^ pamalbius, in Vit. Ifidor. apud Photium, cod. ccxlii. p. 1054. 

'^ See Lucian (in Eunech. torn. ii. p. 350 — 359. edit. Reitz), Philo- 
flratus (in Vit. Sophift. 1. ii. c. 2.), and Dion Caifius, or Xiphilin (l.lxxi. 
p. 1195 .). with their editors Du Soul, Olearius, and Reimar, and, above 
all, Ssilmaiius (ad Hift. Anguft. p. ^%>y A judicious philofopher (Smith's 
Wealth of Nations, Vol. ii. p. 340— '374-) prefers the free contribution 
cH the Hudeats to a fixed ftipend for the profefibr. 

L 2 gret 
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CHAP, gret the days of independence and poverty '^\ 
^ ^' It is remarkable, that the impartial favour of the 
Antonines was beftowed on the four adverfe 
fe6ls of philolbphy, which they confidered as 
equally ufeful or at lead as equally innocent. 
Socrates had formerly been the glory and the 
• reproach of his country ; and the firft leflbns of 
Epicurus fo ftrangely fcandalized the pious ears 
of the Athenians, that by his exile, and that of 
his antagonifts, they filenced all vain difputes 
concerning the nature of the gods. But in the 
enfuing year they recalled the hafty decree, re- 
ftored the liberty of the fchools, and were con- 
vinced, by the experience of ages, that the mo- 
ral charadter of philofophers is not affefted by 
the diverfty of their theological fpeculations ^^^ 
They are The Gothic arms Were lefs fatal to the fchools of 
b ^ildH^^ Athens than the eftablifliment of a new religion, 
Jg^ " whofe minifters fuperfeded the exercife of reafon, 
refolved every queftion by an article of faith, and 
condemned the infidel or fceptic to eternal flames. 
In many a volume of laborious controverfy, they 
expofed the weaknefs of the underilanding and 
the corruption of the heart, infulted human na- 
ture in the fages of antiquity, and profcribed the 
Ipirit of phik)fophical inquiry, fo repugnant to the 

- '^' Bnicker, Hifl. Grit. Philofoph. torn. ii. p. 3Xo» &c. 

^^ rThe birth of Epicurus is fixed t6 the year 34a before Chrift 
(Bayle.)» Olympiad cix. 3.; and he opened his fchod at Athena^ Olymp* 
cxviii. 3. 306 years before the fame aenu This intolerent law (Athe- 
raeusy 1. xiiL p. 610. Diogen. Lsertius, 1. v. f. 38. p. ^90. Julius Pol- 
luxy ix. 59 was enadled in the fame* or the fucceeding year (Sigoniusy 
Opp. torn* v. p. 62. Menagius» ad Diogen. Laert. p. 404* Corfini 
Falti Attidy tom. iv. p. 67, 68.> Theophraftus* chief of the Peri|)»- 
tetica, and dilciple of Ariiiotle» was involved in the fiune exile. 
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doctrine, or at leaft to the temper, of an humble chap. 
believer. The furviving fe6l of the Platonifts, ^^ . 
whom Plato would have blufhed to acknowledge, 
extravagantly mingled a fublime theory with the 
pra^ice of fuperftition and magic ; and as they 
remained alone in the midfl of a Chriftian world, 
they indulged a fecret rancour againft the go- 
vernment of the church and date; whofe feverity 
was ftill fufpended over their heads. About a 
century after the reign of Julian '^\ Proclus *** Proclufc. 
was permitted to teach in the philofophic chair 
of the academy, and fuch was his induftry that 
he frequently, in the fame day, pronounced five 
leffons, and compofed feven hundred lines. His 
fagacious mind explored the deeped queftions of 
morals and metaphyfics, and he ventured to urge 
eighteen arguments againft the Chriftian doc- 
trine of the creation of the world. But in the 
intervals of ftudy, he per/bnatty converfed with 
Pan, ^fculapius, and Minerva, in whofe myt 
teries he was fecretly initiated, and whofe prot 
trate ftatues he adored ; in the devout perfuafion 
that the philofopher, who is a citizen of the uni- 
verfe, fhould be the prieft of its v<arious deities. 
An eclipfe of the fun announced his approaching 
end ; and his life, with that of his fcholar Ifi- 

*'' This 18 no fanciful «ra: the Pagans reckoned their calamities from 
the reign of their hero. ProcluS) whofe nativity is marked by his horo- 
Icope (A* D. 41 »> February 8, at C. P.), died 144 years aivo ItfXiavtf 
fioffiXtucf A. D. 485. (Marin, in VitA Procli, c. 36.). 

"" The fife of Proclus, by Marinus, was publiflied by Fabricius 
(Hamburgh^ 170O9 et ad calcem Bibliot. Latin. Londk 1703). See Sui- 
das (tom. itL p. 185, i86.> Fabricius (Bibliot. Grs^. L v. c. a6. 
p. 449-.j5J(.^ and Brucko: (Hift. Crit. Philofoph. tom. ii. p. 319 — 
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CHAP, dore '^% compiled by two of their moft learned 

, ; difciples, exhibits a deplorable pi6lure of the 

Hisfuc- fecond childhood of human reafbn. Yet the 
a!d?* golden chain, as it was fondly ftyled, of the 
485—529. Platonic fucceffion, continued forty-four years 
from the death of Proclus to the edi6b of Juf- 
tinian '^% which impofed a perpetual filence on 
the fchools of Athens, and excited the grief 
and indignation of the few remaining votaries 
of Grecian fcience and fuperftition. Seven 
friends and philofophers, Diogenes and Her- 
mias, Eulalius and Prifcian, Damafcius, Ifidore, 
and Simplicius, who diffented from the religion 
of their fovereign, embraced the refolution of 
feeking in a foreign land the freedom which was 
denied in their native country. They had heard, 
and they creduloufly believed, that the republic 
of Plato was realized in the defpotic government 
of Perfia, and that a patriot king reigned over 
the happieft and moft virtuous of nations. They 
were foon aftonifhed by the natural difcovery, 
that Perfia refembled the other countries of the 
globe ; that Chofroes, who afFe6led the name of 
a philofopher, was vain, cruel, and ambitious ; 
that bigotry, and afpirit of intolerance, prevailed 
among the Magi ; that the nobles were haughty, 
the courtiers fervile, and the magiftrates unjuft ; 

that the guilty fometimes efcaped, and that the 

/ 

"^ The life of Ifidore was compofed by Damafcius (apud Photium,. 
cod. ccxlil. p. loaS — 1076). See the laft age of the Pagan philofo- 
phers in Brucker (torn. ii. p. 341—35 1.)« 

*** The fuppreffion of the fchools of Athens is recorded by John Ma- 
lala (torn. ii. p. 1 87. fur Decio Cof. Sol.)f and an anonymous Chronicle 
in the Vatican library (apud Aleman. p. xo6.}. 

16 innocent 
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innocent were often opprefled. The difappoint- chap. 
ment of the philofbphers provoked them to 6ver. , y^ ^ 
look the real virtues of the Perfians ; and they 
were fcandalized, more deeply perhaps than be« 
came their profeffion, with the plurality of wives 
and concubines, the inceftuous marriages, and 
the cuftom of expofing dead bodies to the dogs 
and vultures, inftead of hiding them in the earthy 
or confuming them with fire. Their repentance 
was expreffed by a precipitate return, and they 
loudly declared that they had rather die on the 
borders of the empire, than enjoy the wealth and 
favour of the Barbarian. From this journey, 
however, they derived a benefit which reflets 
the pureft luftre on the character of Chofroes. 
He required, that the feven fages who had vifited 
the court of Perfia, fhould be exempted from the 
penal laws which Jullinian enabled againfl his 
Pagan fubjefits; and this privilege, exprefsly 
ftipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by 
the vigilance of a powerful mediator '". Simr The laft of 
plicius and his companions, ended their lives in fjl^^^^^' 
peace and obfcurity : and as they left no difci- 
pies, they terminate the long lift of Grecian 
philofophers, who may be juftly praifed, notwith- 
ftanding their defers, as the wifeft and moft vir- 
tuous of their contemporaries. The writings of 
Simplicius are now extant. His phyfical and 
metaphyfical commentaries on Ariftotle have 

'^^ Agathius (1. ii. p. 69^ 709 71.) relates this curious ftdry. Chofroes 
afcended the throne in the year ss^t and made his firft peace with the 
Romans in the beginning of S339 & date moft compatible with his 
young £ame and the old age of Ifidore' (Aifeman. BibHot. Orient- 
^m. ill. p. 404* P^» torn. ii. p. 543- SSO-)* 

L 4 pafled 
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CHAP, pafled away with the fafliion of the times ; but 
^^ , his moral interpretation of Epidtetus is preferved 
in the library of nations, as a claffic book, moil 
excellently adapted to direct the will, to purify 
the heart, and to confirm the underftanding, by 
a jull confidence in the nature both of God and 
man. 
The Ro- About the lame time that Pythagoras firft in- 
man con- vented the appellation of philofopher, liberty 
^^^" and the confullhip were founded at Rome by 
by Jufii- the elder Brutus The revolutions of the Con- 
^^^ fular ofiice, which may be viewed in the fucce& 
' five lights of a fubflance, a fliadow, and a name^ 
have been occafionally mentioned in the prefent 
hiftory. The firfl: magifi^rates of the republic had 
been chofen by the people, to exeitcife, in th^ 
fenate and in the camp, the powers of peace and 
war, which were afterwards tranflated to the em- 
perors. But the tradition of ancient dignity was 
long revered by the Romans and Barbarians. A 
Gothic hiflorian s^plauds the confuUhip of Theo- 
doric as the height of all temporal glory and 
greatnefs'^^; the King of Italy himfelf congratu- 
lates thofe annual favourites of fortune, wfao» 
without the cares, enjoyed the fplendour of the 
throne ; and at the end of a thoufand years^ 
two confuls were created by the fovereigns of 
Rome and Conftantinople, for the fi^le purpofe 
of giving a date to the year, and a feftivd to 
the people. But the expences of this fefiival, 
in which the wealthy and the vain afpired to fur- 

'^^ Caf&dor* Varuurttm Epift. vL u Jornaadesy c 57. p. 696. edit. 
Grot. Quod fummum bonum priwiimqM ia fluAdo decut edidtiir. 
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pa& their predeceffora, infenfibly arofe to ihe CHAP, 
enormous fum of fourfcore thoufand pounds; ^ ^^ ^ . 
the wifeft fenators declined an ufelefs honour^ 
which involved the certain ruin of their families j 
and to this relu6tance I (hould impute the fre» 
quent chafms in the laft age of the confular 
Fq/U. The predeceflbrs of Juftinian had affilled 
from the public treafures the dignity of the leis 
opulent candidates ; the avarice of that prince 
preferred the cheaper and more convenient 
method of advice and regulation ^^\ Seven prO'- 
cejjions or fpe&acles were the number to which 
his edi6l confined the horfe and chariot races, 
the athletic fports, the mufic, and pantomimes 
of the theatre, and the hunting of wild beafts ; 
* and fmall pieces of filver were difcreetly fub- 
ilituted to the gold medals, which had always 
excited tumult and drunkennefs^ when they were 
fcattered with a profufe hand among the popu» 
lace. Nothwithflanding thefe precautions, and 
his own example, the fucceffion of confuls finally 
ceafed in the thirteenth year of Juftinian, whofe 
defpotic temper might be gratified by the filent 
extin6lion of a title which admoniflied the 
Romans of their ancient freedom '^. Yet the 
annual confullhip ftill lived in the minds of the 
people: they fondly expected its fpeedy re» 
iloration; they ; applauded the gracious conde- 

'^^ See the regulations of Juftinian (Novell, cr.]^ dated atConaanti- 
nopfey July 5» and addrefled to StrategiuS) treafurer of the en^are. 

^ FhKopiusy in Anecdot. c. %6* Aleman. p. io6. In the xviitUi yext 
after the confulihip of Bafilius^ according to die reckoning of Maroelli* 
nuBy Vi^oTy Mariusy &c. the fecret hiftory was compofedy andy in the 
eyes of Frocopiusi the confullhip was finally abolilhed. 

fcenfion 
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CHAP* fcenfion of fucceffive princes, by whom it was 
aflbmed in the firft year of their reign; and 
three centuries elapfed, after the death of Jufti- 
nian, before that obfolete dignity, which had 
been fupprefled by cuftom, could be abolifhed 
by law '5^. The imperfe6l mode of diftinguiftiing 
each year by the name of a magiftrate, was 
ufually fupplied by the date of a permanent 
aera: the creation of the world, according to 
the feptuagint verfion, was adopted by the 
Greeks '*°; and the Latins, fince the age of 
Charlemagne, have computed their time from 
the birth of Chrift '*'. 

'» By Leo^the phUofopher (Novell, xciv. A. D. 8S6 — 9ii.> See 
Pigi (Diflertat. Hypatlcay p. ^ts — 36a.) and Ducange (Glofs. Graec, 
p. 16359 1636.). Even the title was vilified; cpnfulatus cpdicilli - • - - 
yilefcunty fays the Emperor himfelf. 

'^ According to Julius Africanusy &c« the world was created the firft 
of September, 5 5 08 years^ three months, and twenty-five days before the 
birth of Chrift (fee Pezron, Antiqttite des Terns defendtle, p. 20 — 28.); 
and this aera has been ufed by the Greeks, the Oriental Chriftians, and 
even by the Ruffians, till the reign of Peter I. The period, however 
arbitrary, is dear and convenient. Of the 7296 years which are fup- 
pofed to elapfe fince the creation, we (hall find 3000 of ignorance and 
darknefs; 2000 either fabulous or doubtful; 1000 of ancient hiftory, 
commencing with the Perfian empire, and the Republics of Rome and 
Athens ; 1000 iFrom the fall of the Roman empire in the weft to the dif > 
covery of America; and the remaining 296 will almoft complete three 
centuries of the modem ftate df Europe and mankind. I regret this 
chronology, fo far preferable to our double and perplexed method of 
counting backwards and forwards the years before and after the Chrif- 
tian sera. 

'^* The aera of the world has prevailed in the Eaft fince the vith gene- 
ral council (A. D. 68 1). In the Weft the Chriftian sera was firft invented 
in the vith century : it was propagated in the viiith by the authority and 
writings of venerable Bede ; but it was not till the xth that the ufe be- 
came legal and popular. See I'Art de verifier les Dates, Difiert. IVeli- 
minaire, p» iii. xii. Didlionaire Diplomatique, tom. i. p. 329—- 337. ; 
the works of a laborious fociety of Benedi^ine monks. 
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CHAP. XLL 

Conque/ls of Jujiinian in the Wejl. — Charader 
andfirji Campaigns of Beli/aritis. -^ He in^ 
vades and Jubdues the Vandal Kingdom of 
Africa. — His Triumph. — The Gothic War. 
— He recovers Sicily j Naples^ and Rome. — 
Siege of Rome by the Goths. ---^ Their Retreat^ 
and LoJJes. — Surrender of Ravenna. — Glory 
of Beli/arius. — His domeJHc SJiame and Mif 
fortunes. 



"^YHEN Juftinian afcended the throne, about CHAP, 
fifty years after the fall of the Weftern . ~^ \^. 
empire, the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals juftinian 



had obtained a folid, and as it might feem, a ^^^^ *^ 
legal eftablifhment both in Europe and Africa. Africa, 
The titles which Roman viflory had infcribed, A.D.533. 
were erazed with equal j uftice by the fword of the 
Barbarians ; and their fuccefsful rapine derived a 
more venerable fandlion from time, from treaties, 
and from the oaths of fidelity, already repeated 
by a fecond or third generation of obedient fub* 
jefts. Experience and Chriftianity had refuted 
the fuperfl:itious hope, that Rome was founded 
by the gods to reign for ever over the nations of 
the earth. But the proud claim of perpetual 
and indefeafible dominion, which her foldiers 
could no longer maintain, was firmly afferted by 
her ftatefmen and lawyers, whofe opinions have 
been fometimes revived and propagated in the 

modern 
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CHAP, modern fchools of jurijptudence.' After Rome 
^ herfelf had been ftripped of the Imperial purple, 
the princes of Conftantinople aflumed the fole 
and facred fceptre of the monarchy ; demanded, 
as their rightful inheritance, the provinces which 
had been fubdued by the confuls, or poffeffed 
by the Caefars; and feebly afpired to deliver 
their faithful fubjefts of the Weft from the 
ufurpation of heretics and barbarians. The 
Execution of this fplendid defign was in forae 
degree referved for Juftinian. During the five 
firft years of his reign, he reludlantly waged a 
coftly and unprofitable war againft the Perfians ; 
till his pride fubmitted to his ambition, and he 
purchafed, at the price of four hundred and 
forty, thoufiind pounds fterling, the benefit of a 
precarious truce, which, in the language of both 
nations, was dignified with the appellation of the 
endle/s peace. The fafety of the Eaft enabled the 
Emperor to employ his forces againft the Van- 
dals ; and the internal ftate of Africa afibrded an 
honourable motive, and promifed a powerful fup- 
port, to the Roman arms \ 
State of According to the teflament of the founder, the 
the Van- African kingdom had lineally defcended to Hil- 
deric, " deric the eldeft of the Vandal princes, A mild 
A. D. diipofition inclined the fon of a tyrant, the grand- 

5»3— 530. 

' The complete feiies of the Vandal war is related by Bpocopius in 
a regular and elegant narrative (1* i. c. 9 — 25. L ii. c. i — 13.); and hap* 
py would be my lot* could I always tread in the footfieps of fuch a 
guide. From the entire and diligent perulal of the Greek texty I have a 
right to pronounce that the Ladn and French verfions of Grotius and 
Codfittnuiynotbeimplicidytrufied; yet the prefident Coufin has been 
often praifed> and Hugo Grotius was the firft ichohrof alemiedage. 

fon 
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ton of a conqueror, to prefer the counfels of cle- CHAP, 
mency and peace ; and his acceffion was marked ^^^^ 
by the iahitary edi^l, which reftored two hun- 
dred bifliops to their churches, and allowed the 
free profeiEon of the Athanafian creed *. But 
the Catholics accepted, with cold and tranfient 
gratitude, a favour fo inadequate to their preten- 
fions, and the virtues of Hilderic offended the 
prejudices of his countrymen. The Arian clergy 
prefumed to infinuate that he had renounce the 
faith, and the foldiers more loudly complained 
that he had degenerated from the courage, of his 
anceflors. His ambaffadors were fuipe6ied of a 
fecret and difgraceful negociation in the Byzan- 
tine court ; and his general the Achilles \ as he 
was named, of the Vandals, loft a battle againft 
the naked and diforderly Moors. The public Oeiimer, 
difcontent was exafperated by Gelimer, whofe 530— 534. 
age, defcent, and military fame gave him an ap- 
parent title to the fucceffion : he aflUmed, with 
the confent of the nation, the reins of govern- 
ment ; and his unfortunate fovereign funk with- 
out a ftruggle from the throne to a dungeon, 
where he was ftriftly guar4ed with a faithful 

''SeeRttinsityHiiLPerrecut.VadAl.c.xii.p.iSg. Hn bcft evidencft 
48 drawn from the life of St. Fulgaatkis^ compofed by one of his difci- 
pies* tranfcribed in a great meafure in the annals of Baroniu8> and 
pfioted in feyeral gnat coUedions (Catak^. Bibliot. BanxnatriMf toauL 
-voL ii. p. z»58«). ' 

* For what quality of the mind or body? For ^eed or beauty^ or 
valouR^In what language did the VandaknadHomerl^^Did he ^ak 
German ? — The Latins iiad four veifions (Fabric, torn. i. 1. ii. c* >3f 
p. 297.) : yet in fpite of the praifes of Seneca (Confol. c. a6.), they 
appear to have been more fucctliftl in inutJiting than in traflfbting 
the Greek poets^ ButthenasaeofAc^lesmightbeliuooiMafidpopii* 
hr, even among the illiterate Barbarians. 

coun« _ 
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CHAP, coutifellor, and his unpopular nephew the Achil- 
^j* les of the Vandals, But the indulgence which 
Hilderic had (hewn to his Catholic fubje6ts had 
powerfully recommended him to the favour of 
Juflinian wTio, for the benefit of his own fefit, 
could acknowledge the ufe and juftice of reli- 
gious toleration : their alliance, while the nephew 
of Juflin remained in a private flation, was ce- 
mented by the mutual exchange of gifts and 
letters ; and the Emperor Juflinian afferted the 
caufe of royalty and friendfhip. In two fuc- 
ceflive embaffies, he admonifhed the ufurper to 
repent of his treafon, or to abflain, at leafl, from 
any further violence, which might provoke the 
difpleafure of God and of the Romans ; to re- 
verence the laws of kindred and fuccefSon, and 
to fufFer an infirm old man peaceably to end his 
days, either on the throne of Carthage, or in 
the palace of Conflantinople. The paffions or 
even the prudence of Gelimer compelled him 
to rejeft tbefe requefls, which were urged in 
the haughty tone of menace and command ; and 
he juflified his ambition in a language rarely 
ipoken in the Byzantine court, by alleging the 
right of a-free people to remove or punifh their 
chief liiagiflrate, who had failed in the execution 
of the kingly office. After this fruitlefs expoflu- 
lation, the captive monarch was more rigoroufly 
treated^ his nephew was deprived of his eyes, 
and the cruel Vandal, confident in his flrength 
and diflance, derided the vain threats and flow 
preparations of the Emperor of the Eafl. Jufli- 
nian refolved to deliver, or revenge his friend, 

Gelimer 
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Gelimer to maintain his ufurpation : and the war c h A ?, 

YT T 

was preceded, according to the pra6lice of civi- . J~ ^ 
lized nations, by the moil folemn proteftations 
that each party was fincerely defirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only Dehates 
to the vain and idle populace of Conftantinople, ^i^!^ 
whofe poverty exempted them from tribute, and war. 
whofe cowardice was feldom expofed to military 
fervice. But the wifer citizens, who judged of 
the future by the paft, revolved in their memory 
the immenfe lofs,both of men and money, which 
the empire had fuflained in the expedition of 
Bafilifcus. The troops, which after five labori- 
ous campaigns, had been recalled from the Per- 
fian frontier, dreaded the fea, the climate, and 
the arms of an unknown enemy. The minifters 
of the finances computed, as far as they might 
compute, the demands of an African war ; the 
taxes which muil be found and levied to fupjdy 
thofe infatiate demands; and the danger, left 
their own lives, or at leaft their lucrative employ- 
ments, ihould be made refponfible for tlie defi- 
ciency of the fupply. Infpired by fuch felfifli 
motives (for we may not fulpdft him of any zeal 
for the public good), John of Cappadocia ven- 
tured to oppofe in full council the inclinations 
of his mailer. He confeiTed, that a vifikory of 
fuch importance could not be too dearly pur^ 
chafed ; but he reprefented in a grave difcourie 
the certain diificulties and the uncertain event. 
*^ You undertake," faid the prsefeft, " to be- 
fiege Carthage by land, the diilance is not lefs 
" than one hundred and forty days journey j on 

«* the 
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CHAP. " the fea, a whole year * muft elapfe before you 
*^'' •' can receive any intelligence from your fleet. 
«* If Africa ihould be reduced, it cannot be 
** preferved without the additional conquefl of 
" Sicily and Italy. Succefs will impofe the 
^< obligation of new labours; a fingle misfortune 
<< will attra6t the Barbarians into the heart ctf* 
** your exhaufl^ed empire." Juftinian felt the 
weight of this falutary advice ; he was con- 
founded by the unwonted freedom of an obfe- 
quiotis fervant ; and the defign of the war would 
perhaps have been relinquifhed, if his courage 
had not been revived by a voice which filenced 
the doubts of profane reafon. << I have feen a 
** vifion," cried an artful or fanatic bifliop of the 
Eaft. ** It is the will of heaven, O Emperor ! 
" that you fliould not abandon your holy enter- 
' " prife for the deliverance of the African church. 
** The God of battles will march before your 
*' ftandard, and difperfe your enemies, who are 
^ the enemies of his Son." Hie Emperor might 
be tempted, and his counfellors were conftrained, 
to give credit to this feafonable revelation : but 
they derived more rational hope from the revolt, 
which the adherents of Hilderic or Athanafius 
had already excited on the borders of the Van- 
dal moniurcfay. Pudentius, an African fubje6);, 
had privately fignified his loyal intentions^ and 
a fmall military aid reftored the province of 

* Anar — ahfurd exaggeration ! The conqueft of Africa may be 
dated A. D. 533. September 14. It is celebrated by Juftisian in the pre- 
ft^e to his la^tutesy which nwra pybfiflied Novctafaer ax. of thciaiB«» 
^ear. Including the voyage and retuni, Iji^Qb % ($i|Pptt(ation might bc^ 
truly applied to imr Indian empire. 

Tripoli 
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Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. The chap. 
government of Sardinia had been entrufted to » ^*^ 
Godas, a valiant barbarian; he fufpended the 
payment of tribute, difclaimed his allegiance 
to the ufurper, and gave audience to the emif- 
dries of Juftinian, who found him matter of that 
fruitful ifland, at the head of his guards, and 
proudly invefted with the enfigns of royalty. 
The forces of the Vandals were diminiffied by 
difcord and fufpicion ; the Roman armies were 
animated by the fpirit of Belifarius ; one of thofe 
heroic namea which are familiar to every age and 
to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was born, and Chara<acr 
perhaps educated, among the Thracian peafants^, ^jl*^^*^* 
without any of thofe Oidvantages which had form- rius. 
ed the virtues of the elder and the younger Sci- 
pio; a noble origin, liberal ftudies, and the emu- 
lation of a free ftate. The filence of a loquacious 
fecretary may be admitted, to prove that the 
youth of Belifariusi could not afford any fubje6t 
of praife : he ferved, mod affuredly with valour 
and reputation, among the private guards of 
Juftiniati ; and when his patron became Em-^ 
peror, the domeftic was promoted to military 
command. After a bold inroad into Perfar- 
menia,*in which his glory was fliared by a col- 
league, and his progrefs was checked by an 

KiiToci (Procop. Vandal. I. i. c. 1 1.). Aleman (Not. ad Anecdot. p. 5.}, 
an Itaiian» could eafily rejedt the German vanity of Giphaniua and Vel* 
&TVL&9 who wiihed to claim the hero; but his Germania> a metropolis 
q£ Thrace^ I cannot find ia any civU or ecclefiaHical lifts of the pro- 
vinces and cities* 

vox. VII. M enemy. 
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CHAP, enemy, Belifarius repaired to the ifnp(Mrtaiit fta- 
^^'' tion of Dara, where, he fit ft accepted the fervice 
His fer- of Proeopius, the faithful companion, and dili- 
vices in the ggnt hiftorian of his exploits^. The Mirranes of 
^ar, Perfia advanced, with forty thoufand of her beft 
A. D.^ troops, to raze the fortifications of Dara ; and 
5*9— 53a. fignifiedlheday and the hour onwhich the citizens 
ihould prepare a bath for his refreihment after 
the toils of victory. He encountered an adver- 
fary equal to himfelf, by the new title of General 
of the £aft ; his fuperior in the fcience of war, 
but much inferior in the number and quality of 
his troops, which amounted only to twenty-five 
thoufand Romans and ftrangers, relaxed in their 
difcipline, and humbled by recent difafters. As 
the level plain of Dara refufed all flielter to ftra* 
tagem and ambufh, Belifarius prote3;ed his front 
with a deep trench, which was prolonged at firfl 
in perpendicular, and afterwards in parallel lines, 
to cover the wings of cavaJry advantageoufly 
pofted to command the flanks and rear of the 
enemy. When the Roman centre was fliaken, 
their well-timed and rapid charge decided the 
confli^ : the ftandard of Perfia fell ; the iminor* 
tah fled \ the infantry threw away their bucklers, 
and eight thoufand of the vanquifhed were left 
on the field of battle. In the next campaign, 
Syria was invaded on the fide of the defert ; and 
Belifarius, with twenty thoufand men, haftened 
from Dara to the relief of the province. During 
the wkole fummer, the defigns of the eneny 

^ The two firft Perfian campaigns of Belifarius ire ^JHy and co 
pioufly related by his fecretary (Perfic. L L c.ia— z8.>« 

were 
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were baffled by his Ikilful difpofitions : he preffed CHAP, 
their retreat, occupied each night their camp of ^^^' 
the preceding day, and would have fecured a 
bloodlefs viftory, if he could have refilled the im- 
patience of his own troops. Their valiant pro- 
mife was faintly fupported in the hour of battle ; 
the right wing was expofed by the treacherous or 
cowardly defertion of the Chriftian Arabs ; the 
Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, 
were oppreffed by fuperior numbers ; the flight of 
the Ifaurians was intercepted ; but the Roman in- 
fantry flood firm on the left, for Belifarius him- 
£e\€j difmounting from his horfe, ihewed them 
that intrepid defpair was their only fafety. They 
turned their backs to the Euphrates, and their 
faces to the enemy; innumerable arrows glanced 
without effe6l from the compadl and flielving 
ordpr of their bucklers ; an impenetrable line 
of pikes was oppofed to the repeated aflaults 
of the Perfian cavalry; and after a refifl:ance 
of many hours, the remaining troops were flcil- 
fully embarked under the fliadow of the night. 
The Perfian commander retired with diforder 
and dilgrace, to anfwer a ftri6b account of the 
lives of fo many foldiers which he had confumed 
in ^ barren vi^ory. But the fame of Belifarius 
was not fuUied by a defeat, in which alone he had 
faved his army from the confequences of their 
awn raflinefe: the approach of peace relieved him 
from the guard of the eaftern frontier, and his 
condfaA in the fetdition of Confl;antinople amply 
difcharged his obligations to the Emperor. 
When the African war became the topic of po- 
pular difcourfe and fecret deliberation, each of 

M 2 the 
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CHAP, the Roman generals was apprehenfive, rather 
■ ^ - i* , ^ than ambitious, of the dangerous honour ; but 
as foon as Juftinian had declared his preference 
of fuperior merit, their envy was rekindled by 
the unanimous applaufe which was given to the 
choice of Belifarius. The temper of the Byzan* 
tine court may encourage a fufpicion, that the 
hero was darkly affifted by the intrigues of his 
wife, the fair and fubtile Antonina, who alter- 
nately enjoyed the confidence, and incurred the 
hatred, of the Emprefs Theodora. The birth 
of Antonina was ignoble, fhe defcended from a 
family of charioteers ; and her chaftity has been 
ftained with the fbuleft reproach. Yet flie 
reigned with long and abfolute power over the 
mind of her illuftrious hufband; and if Anto- 
nina difdained the merit of conjugal fidelity, flie 
exprefled a manly friendfhip to Belifarius, whom 
file accompanied with undaunted refolution in 
all the hardfhips and, dangers of a military life \ 
Prepara- The preparations fqr the African war were not 
tionsfor unworthy of the lall conteft between Rome and 
can war; Carthage. The pride and flower of the army con- 
A.D.i33. fifted of the guards of Belifarius, who, according 
to the pei'nicious indulgenceofthetimes, devoted 
themfelves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
fervice of their patron. Their ftrengthandftature, 
for which they had been curioufly fele6led, the 
goodnefs of their horfes and armour, and theaffi* 
duous practice of all the exercifes of war, enabled 
themtoa^twhatevertheir courage might prompt; 

f See the birth and chara<5ler of Antomnai in thr Anecdotesi c. x. and 
the notee^of AlemannuS} p. j. 

and 
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and their courage was exalted by the fecial ho- char 
Hour of their rank, and the perfonal ambition of ^^^' 
favour arid fortune. Four hundred of the braveft 
of the Heruli marched under the banner of 
the faithful and active Pharas ; their untra6table 
valour was more highly prized than the tame fup- 
miflion of the Greeks and Syrians ; and of fuch 
importance was it deemed to procure a reinforce- 
ment of fix hundred Maflagetae, or Huns, that 
they were allured by fraud and deceit to engage 
in a naval expedition. Five thoufand horfe and 
ten thoufand foot were embarked at Conftanti- 
nople for the conqueft of Africa, but the infantry, 
for the moft part levied in Thrace and Ifauria, 
yielded to the more prevailing ufe and reputation 
of the cavalry ; and the Scythian bow was the 
weapon on which the armies of Rome were now 
reduced to place their principal dependence. 
From a laudable defire to aflert the dignity of 
his theme, Procopius defends the foldiers of his 
own time againft the morofe critics, who confined 
that refpe6J:able name to the heavy-armed war- 
riors of antiquity, and malicioufly obfcrved that 
the word archer is introduced by Homer * as a 
term of contempt. " Such contempt might per- 
" haps be due to the naked youths who appeared 
** on foot in the fields of Troy, and, lurking be- 
** hind a tomb-ftone, or the fliield of a friend, 

• See the preface of Procopius. The enemies of archery might quote 
the reproaches of Diomede (Iliads A. 385, &c.) and thepermitterevul- 
nera ventis of Lucan (viii. 384.)'. yet the Romans could not defpife the 
arrows of the Parthians ; and in the (lege of Troy, Pandarus, Paris, and 
Teucer, pierced thole haughty warriors who iafuhed them as womea 
or children. 
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CHAP*** drew the bow-ftring to their bread % and diC 
^^^ ** mifled a feeble and lifelefs arrow. But our 
* archers (purfues the hiftorian) are mounted 
' on horfes, which they manage with admirable 
" Ikill ; their head and Ihoulders are protected 
*' by a calk or buckler ; they wear greaves of 
" iron on their legs, and their bodies are guai'ded 
" by a coat of mail. On their right fide hangg 
** a quiver, a fword on their left, and their hand 
** is accuftomed to wield a lance or javelin in 
" clofer combat. Their bows are ftrong and 
" weighty ; they fhbot in every pofiible direc- 
** tion, advancing, retreating, to the front, to 
" the rear, or to either flank ; and as they are 
" taught to draw the bow-ftring not to the breaft, 
" but to the right ear, firm indeed muft be the 
** armour that can refift the rapid violence of 
•** theirfliaft." Fivehundredtranfports,navigated 
by twenty thoufand mariners of Egypt, Cilicia, 
and Ionia, were coUedled in the harbour of Con- 
ftantinople. The fmalleft of thefe veflels may be 
computed at thirty, the largeft at five hundred 
tons; and thefairaveragewillfupplyan allowance, 
liberal, but not profufe> of about one hundred 
thoufand tons *°, for the reception oi thirty-five 

thoufand 

' Vtvpnf jLtsv l^M^a vtXoianf rofw Ji o-»5»)poy (Iliad. A. 113*) How con- 
cife*— how juft— how b^idful is the whole pii^ure! I fe«* Uie atti- 
tudes of the archer— I hear the twanging of the bow: 

* The text appears to allow for the largeft veilids 50,000 medlinni} 
or 3000 tons (fince the midimnus weighed 160 Rotnan or lao aver- 
dupois, pounds). I have given a more raticmal interpretation^ by ibp- 
po^j^ that the Attic ftyle of Pt-ocopius conceals the legal and popular 
modtusy a fixth part of the mtdifnnus (Hoepef 's Attcient Memres, 
P* i5^.&cA A contrary and indeed a (hanger mifiake> has crept into ' 
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thoufitnd foldiers and iailors, of five thou&nd c h A f. 
horfes, of arms, engines, and military ftores, and ^* 
of a fufficieni ilock of water and provifions for a 
voyage, perhaps, of three months. The proud 
gallies, which in former ages fwept the Mediter. 
ranean with fo many hundred oars, had long 
fince difappeared ; and the fleet of Juftinian was 
efcorted only by ninety4wo light brigantines, 
covered from the miflile weapons of the enemy, 
and rowed by two thoufand of the brave and 
robuil youth of Conftantinople/ Twenty-two 
generals are named, mod ol* whom were after- 
wards diilinguiflied in the wars of Africa and 
Italy : but the fupreme command, both by land 
and fea, was delegated to Belifarius alone, with 
a boundlefs power of a^ing according to his dif- 
cretion as if the Emperor himfelf were prefent. 
The feparation of the naval and military profef- 
fioiis is at once the effect and the caufe of the 
modern improvements in the fcience of naviga* 
tion and maritime wan 

In the feventh year of the reign of Juftinian^ Departure 
and about the time of the fummer iblftice, the ^^^^^ 
whole fleet of fix hundred Ihips was ranged in a?d. s33- 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. ^^^^* 
The patriarch pronounced his benedi&ipn, the 
Emperor fignified his laft commands, tbegeneraPs 
trumpet gave the iignal of departure, and every 
heart, according to its fears or wifhes, explored 

an oration of Dinarchus (contra Demofthenem, in Reifke Orator. Graec. 
torn. iv. P. ii. p. 34.). By reducing the number of ihips from 500 to 50, 
and feraaflating (xihfAWi hf minesy or pounds, Coufin has generouny 
allowed 500 tons for Ac whcfl^ of the ki^ria] #eet?«>-> Did he never . 
think? 
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CHAP* with anxious curiofity the omens of misfortune 
XLI. and fuccefs. The firft halt was made at Perinthus 
or Heraclea, where Belifarius waited five days to 
receive fome Thracian horfes, a military gift of 
his fovereign. From thence the fleet purfued their 
courfe through the midft of the Propontis; but as 
they ftruggled to pafs the Strei^hts of the Helle- 
Q)ont, an unfavourable wind detained them four 
days at Abydus, where the general exhibited a 
memorable leflTon of firmnefs and feverity. Two 
of the Huns, who in a drunken quarrel had flain 
one of their fellow-foldiers, were inftantly Ihewn 
to the army fufpended on a lofty gibbet. The na- 
tional indignity was refented by their country- 
men, who difclaimed the fervile laws of the em- 
pire, and afferted the free privilege of Scythia, 
where a fmall fine was allowed to expiate the 
hafty fallies of intemperance and anger. Their 
complaints were fpecious, their clamours were 
loud, and the Romans were not averfe to the 
example of diforder and impunity. But the 
rifing fedition was appeafed by the authority 
and eloquence of the general: and he repre- 
fented to the affembled troops the obligation of 
juftice, the importance of difcipline, the rewards 
of piety and virtue, and the unpardonable guilt 
of murder, which, in his apprehenfion, was ag- 
gravated rather than excufed by the vice of 
intoxication". In the navigation from the 
Hellefpont to Peloponnefus, which the Greeks, 

" I have read of a Greek legiflator, who inflifted a double penalty on 
the crimes committed in a ftate of intoxication ; but it feems agreed 
1^ this was rather a political than a moral law. 

15 after 
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after the fiege of Troy had performed in four c H A p- 
days ", the fleet of Belifarius was guided in their ^ ^ ^ 
courfebyhis mafter-galley,confpicuous in the day 
by the rednefs of the fails, and in the night by the 
torches blazing from the maft-head. It was the 
duty of the pilots, as they fleered between the 
iflands, and turned the capes of Malea and Taena- 
rium, to preferve the juft order and regular inter- 
vals of fuch a multitude of fliips ; as the wind 
was fair and moderate, their labours were not 
unfuccefsful, and the troops were fafely dif- 
embarked at Methone on the Meflenian coaft, 
to repofe themfelves for a while after the fatigues 
of the fea* In this place they experienced how 
avarice, invefted with authority, may fport with 
the lives of thoufands which are bravely expofed 
for the public fervice. According to military 
pra6lice, the bread or bifcuit of the Romans 
was twice prepared in the oven, and a diminu- 
tion of one-fourth was cheerfully allowed for the 
lofs of weight. To gain this miferable profit, 
and to fave the expence of wood, the praefedt 
John of Cappadocia had given orders that the 
flour fliould be flightly baked by the fame fire 
which warmed the baths of Conflantinople : and 
when the facks were opened, a foft and mouldy 
pafle was diflributed to the.army. Such unwhole- 
feme food, affifled by the heat of the climate 

" Or even in three days, (ince they anchored the firft evening in the 
neighbouring ifle of Tenedos: the fecond day fliey failed to Lefbos, the 
third to the promontory of Euboea, and oh the fourth they reached Ar- 
gos (Homer, Odyfs T. 130 — 183. Wood's Eflay on Homer, p. 40 — 
46.). A pirate failed from the Hellefpont to the feapOTt at Sparta in 
three days (Xenophon, Hellen. L ii. c. i.). 

and 
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CHAP, and feaibn, foon produced an epidemical difeafe, 
^y*^ which fwept away five hundred foldiers. Their 
health was reftored by th e diligence of Belifarius, 
who provided freih bread at Methone, and 
boldly exprefled his juil and humane indigna- 
tion : the Emperor heard hi« complaint; the gene- 
ral was praifed; but the minifter was not pu- 
niihed. From the port of Methone, the pilots 
fleered along the weflern coaft of Peloponnefhs, 
as far as the ifle of Zacynthus or Zant, before 
they undertook the voyage (in their eyes a mofl 
arduous voyage) of one hundred leagues over 
the Ionian fea. As the fleet was furprifed by a 
calm, fixteen days were confumed in the flow 
navigation ; and even the general would have 
fuffered the intolerable hardihip of thirft, if the 
ingenuity of Antonina had not preferved the 
water in glafs bottles, which fhe buried deep in 
the fand in a part of the fhip impervious to the 
rays of the fun. At length the harbour of 
Caucana'% on the fouthem fide of Sicily, afforded 
a fecure and hofpitable fhelter. The Gothic 
officers who governed the ifland in the name of 
the daughter and grandfon of Theodoric obeyed 
their imprudent orders, to receive the troops of 
Juflinian like friends and allies ; provifions were 
liberally fupplied, the cavalry was-remounted^^ 
and Procopius foon returned from Syracufe with 

4 
'^ Caucana, near Camarina, is at leaft 50 miles (350 or 400 ftadia) 

from Syracufe (ClUv6if, Sicil a Antiqua, p. 191.). 

'♦ Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c ^. Tibi toUit hinnilum apta quadrfgis 

equa, in the Sicilian pailures of Grof|>hud (Horat. Carm. ii. i6.). Acra- 

gas . . • . magnanimiim quondam generator equorum (Virg. ^neiiL 

iii. 704.)* Thero's horfes, whofe victories are immortalized by Pmdar, 

Mrere bred in this country, 
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correct information of the Aate and defigna of the Q H A Pi 
Vandak. His intelligence determined Belifariut ,_ . -^-'.^ 
to haften his operations, and his wife impatience 
was feconded by the winds. The fleet loft fight 
of Sicily, paflbd before the ifle of Malta, dif* 
covered the capes of Africa, ran along the coaft 
with a ftrong gale from the north-eaft, and finally 
cafl anchor at the promontory of Caput Vada, 
about five days journey to the fouth of Carthage *^ 

If Gelimer had been informed of the approach ^J^"« 
of the enemy, he muft have delayed the conqueft the coaft 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per- of Africa 
fon and kingdom/ A detachment of five thou- temberf^ 
fand foldiers, and one hundred and twenty gallies, 
would have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals ; and the defcendant of Genferic might 
havefurprifed and opprefTed a fleet of deep-laden 
tranfports incapable of aftion, and of light bri- 
gan tines that feemed only qualified for flight. Be- 
liiarius had fecretly trembled when he overheard 
his foldiers, in the pafikge, emboldening each 
other to confefs their apprehenfions : if they 
were once on ihore, they hoped to maintain the 
honour of their arms ; but if they Ihould be 
attacked at fea they did not blufh to acknowledge 
* that they wanted courage to contend at the fame 
time with the winds, the waves, and the Bar- 
barians '\ The knowledge of their fentiments 

** The Caput vada of Procopius (where Juftinian afterwatds founded 
a city — de Ediik. 1. vi. c. 6.) is the promontory of Amnion in Strabo, 
the firachodes of l^tolfemy^ the Capaudi^ of the modetns, a long norrow 
flip that runs into the fea (Shaw's Travels, p. iii.). 

^ A centurion of Mark Afttony eacprtffed, though in a inore manly 
firain, the iajne diflike to the fea and t9 AavalcomlKiti (Phoarch in Aa« 
tonio> p« 1730. edit Hen. Steph.). 

decided 
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CHAP, decided Belifatius to feize the firft opportunity of 
^^' landing them on the coaft of .Africa ; and he 
prudently rejefted, in a council of war, the pro- 
pofal of failing with the fleet and army into the 
port of Carthage. Three months after their de- 
parture from Conilantinople, the men and horfes, 
the arras and military ftores, were fafely difem- 
barked, and five foldiers were left as a guard on 
board each of the Ihips, which wer6 difpofed in 
the form of a femicircle. The remainder of the 
troops occupied a camp on the fea-fhore, which 
they fortified, according to ancient difcipline, 
with a ditch and rampart; and the difcovery of 
a fource of frelh water, while it allayed the thirft, 
excited the fuperftitious confidence, of the Ro- 
mans. The next morning, fome of the neigh- 
bouring gardens were pillaged ; and Belifarius 
after challifing the offenders, embraced the flight 
occafion, but the decifive moment, of inculcating 
the maxims of juftice, moderation, and genuine 
policy. " When I firft accepted the commiffion 
** of fubduing Africa, I depended much lefs,** 
faid the general, " on the numbers, or even the 
^' bravery^ of my troops, than upon the friendly 
^* difpofition of the natives, and their immortal 
*« hatred to the Vandals. You alone can deprive 
" me of this hope : if you continue to extort by 
" rapine what might be purchafed for a little 
** money, fuch a6ls of violence will reconcile 
« thefe implacable enemies, and unite them in a 
*« juft and holy league againft the invaders of 
*' their country." Thefe exhortations were en- 
forced by a rigid difcipline, of which the foldiers 

them- 
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themfelves foon felt and praifed the falutary ef- c H A ?• 
fe6ls. The inhabitants, inftead of deferting their i_ ^-.^ 
houfes, or hiding their corn, fupplied the Ro- 
mans with a fair and liberal market : the civil 
officers of the province continued to exercife 
their fun£lions in the name of Juftinian ; and the 
clergy, from motives of confcience and intereft, 
^fljduoufly laboured to promote the caufe of a 
Catholic Emperor. The fmall town of Sulle6te *^, 
one day's journey from the camp, had the honour 
of being foremoft to open her gates, and to re- 
fume her ancient allegiance : the larger cities of 
Leptis and Adrumetum imitated the example of 
loyalty as foon as Belifarius appeared ; and he 
advanced without oppofition as far as Graffe, a 
palace of the Vandal kings, at the diftance of 
fifty miles from Carthage. The weary Romans 
indulged themfelves in the refreftiment of fliady 
groves, cool fountains, and delicious fruits ; and 
the preference which Procopius allows to thefe 
gardens over any that he had feen, either in the 
Eaft or Weft, may be afcribed either to the tafte 
or the fatigue of the hiftorian. In three genera- 
tions profperity and a warm climate had diffolved 
Ifee hardy virtue of the Vandals, who infenfibly 
became the moft luxurious of mankind. In their 
villas and gardens, which might deferve the Per* 

^ Sulledle 18 perhaps the Tuni Hannibalis, an old buildings now as 
Urge as the Tower of London. The march of Belifarius to Leptis^ 
AdnunetuiDy &c. is illufbrated by the campaign of Caefar (Hirtius> de 
Belb Africanoy with the Analyfe of Guichanit.)^ and Shaw's TrareU 
(p. 105-— XX3O in the iame couatiy. 
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CHAP, fian name ofparadi/e '% they enjoyed a cool and 
\, j,^-,^ elegant repofe; and, after the daily uf of the 
bath, the Barbarians were feated at a table pro- 
fufely fpread with the delicacies of the la e and 
fea. Their filken robes, loofely flowing after the 
fafliion of the Medes, were embroidered with 
gold : love arid hunting were the labours of their 
life, and their vacant hours were amufed by pan- 
tomimes, chariot-races, and the mufic and dances 
i)£ the theatre. 
Defeats In a march of teni or twelve days, the vigilance 

daL in a" ^^ Bielifkrius was conftantly awake and active 
firft battle, agaiufl his unfeen enemies, by whom in every 
place, and at every hour, he might be fuddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, 
John the Aimenian, led the vanguard of three 
hundred horfe ; fix hundred MaflagetaB covered 
at a certain diftance the left flank ; and the whole 
fleet fl;eering along the coaft, feldom lofl; fight 
of the army, which moved each day about twelve 
miles, and lodged in the evening in fl^rong camps, 
or in friendly towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer 
with anxiety and terror. He prudently wiflied to 
protra6l the war till his brother, with his veteran 
troops, fliould return from the conqueft of Sar- 
dinia ; and he now lamented the rafli policy of 
his anceftors, who, by defl^roying the fortifica- 

'" nat^ikro; x«&XXa$io? dvamn if mfAtH i^/^mv. The pantdilefly a 

-xofDfi and falhion adopted from Perfia> mxy be roprefented by the royal 

gaifden of Ifpahan (Voyage d'OlearhiSy p. 774.). See, in ^ Ortek ro* 

m^nceS) their moil p^edl model (Loiifusy ^^tonil. 1. iv* p. 99— ^loi. 

Achillus Tatiusy 1. i. p. 2%^ 23.). 
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tionft of Africa, had left bim only thedangdTous chap. 
refource of riflcing a battle in the neighbourhood ^^' 
of his capital. The Vandal conquerors, from 
their original number of fifty thoufand, were 
multiplied, without including their wonien and 
children, to one hundred and fixty thoufand 
fighting men : and fuch forces, animated with 
valour and union, might have crufhed, at their 
iirft landing, th^ feeble and exhaufled bands of 
the Roman general. But the friends of the cap* 
tive king were more inclined to accept the invi- 
tations, than to refiil the progrefs, of Belifarius ; 
and many a proud Barbarian difguifed his aver- 
jBon to war under the more fjpecious name of his 
hatred to the uftirper. Yet the authority and 
promifes of Gelimer coUefted a formidable army, 
and his plans were concerted with fome degree 
of military (kill. An order was difpatcbed to 
his brother Ammatas, to coUedt all the forces of 
Carthage, and to encounter the van of the Ro- 
man army at the diilance of ten miles from the 
city ; his nephew Gibamund, with two thoufand 
borfe, was df ftined to attack their lefit, when the 
monarch himfelf, who filently followed, fliould 
charge their rear, in a fituation which excluded 
them from the aid or even the view of their fleet. 
But the raihnefs of Ammatas was fatal to himfelf 
and his country. He anticipated the hour of at- 
tack, outflripped his tardy followers, and was 
pierced with a mortal wound, after lie had flain 
with his own hand twelve of his boldeil anta- 
gonifls. His Vandals fled to Carthage; the 
highway, almoft ten milei^, waa flrewed with 

dead 
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CHAP, dead bodies ; and it feemed incredible that fuch 
^^ multitudes could be ilaughtered by the fwords 
of three hundred Romans. The nephew of Ge- 
limer was defeated after a flight combat by the 
fix hundred Maflagetae : they did not equal the 
third part of his numbers: but each Scythian was 
£red by the example of his chief, who glorioufly 
exercifed the privilege of his family, by riding 
foremoft and alone to flioot the firft arrow againft 
the enemy. In the meanwhile, Gelimer himfelf, 
ignorant of the event, and milguided by the 
windings of the hills, inadvertently pafled the 
Roman army, and reached the fcene of adtion 
where Ammatas had fallen. He wept the fate 
of his brother and of Carthage, charged with 
irrefiftible fury the advancing fquadrons, and 
might have purfued, and perhaps decided the 
victory, if he had not wafted thoie ineftimable 
moments in the difcharge of a vain, though 
pious, duty to the dead. While his ipirit was 
broken by this mournful office, he heard the 
trumpet of BeUlarius, who leaving Antonina 
and his infantry in the camp, prefled forwards 
with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry 
to rally his flying troops, and to reftore the for- 
tune of the day. Much room could not be found 
in this diforderly battle for the talents of a ge- 
neral ; but the king fled before the hero ; and the 
Vandals, accuftomed only to a Moorifli enemy» 
were incapable of withftanding the arms and diC- 
cipline of the Romans. Gelimer retired with 
hsdly fteps towards the deiert <^ Numidia ; but 
be had Soon the coniblation of leanung that his 

private 
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private orders for the execution of Hilderic and 
his captive friends had been faithfully obeyed. 
The tyrant's revenge was ufeful only to his 
enemies. The death of a lawfuf prince excited 
the companion of his people ; his life might have 
perplexed the victorious Romans ; and the lieu- 
tenant of Juflinian, by a crime of which he was 
innocent, was relieved from the painful alterna- 
tive of forfeiting his honour or relinquifliing his 
conqueils. 

As foori as the tumult had fubfided, the feveral Reduc- 
parts of the army informed each other of the ^^^^ 
accidents of the day; and Belifarius pitched his A.D.533, 
camp on the field of vi6lory, to which the tenth ^^^' ^^' 
mile-ftone from Carthage had applied the Latin 
appellation of decimus. From a wife fufpicion of 
theftratagems and refources of the Vandals, he 
marched the next day in order of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and 
allowed a night of repofe, that he might not, in 
darknefs and diforder, expofe the city to the li- 
cenfe of the foldiers, or the foldiers themfelves to 
the fecret ambufh of the city. But as the fears 
of Belifarius were the refult of calm and intrepid 
reafon, he was foon fatisfied that he might con- 
fide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly 
afpe6t of the capital. Carthage blazed with in- 
numerable torches, the fignals of the public joy ; 
the chain was removed that guarded the entrance 
of the port ; the gates were thrown open, and 
the people, with acclamations of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defeat 
of the Vandals, and the freedom of Africa, were 

TOL«'VJi. N announced 
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G H A P. announced to the city on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
^^^ when the churches were already adorned and illu- 
minated for the feftival of the martyr, whom three 
centuries of fuperilition had almoft raifed to a 
local deity. The Arians, confcious that their 
reign had expired, reiigned the temple to the 
Catholics, who refcued their faint from profane 
hands, performed the holy rights, and loudly pro- 
claimed the creed of Athanafius and Juftinian. 
One awful hour reverfed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. The fuppliant Vandals, who had 
fo lately indulged the vices of conquerors, fought 
an humble refuge in the fandluary of the church; 
while the merchants of the Eaft were delivered 
from the deeped dungeon of the palace by their 
affrighted keeper, who implored the protection 
of his captives, and fhewed them, through an 
aperture in the wall, the fails of the Roman fleet. 
After their feparation from the army, the naval 
commanders had proceeded with flow caution 
along the coafl:, till they reached the Hermasan 
promontory, and obtained the firfl^ intelligence 
of the victory of Belifarius. Faithful to his in- 
fl^ruCtions, they would have caft anchor about 
twenty miles from Carthage, if the more flcilful 
feamen had not reprefented the perils of the 
fliore, and the figns of an impending temped. 
Still ignorant of the revolution, they declined, 
however, the rafli attempt of forcing the chain 
of the port J arid the adjacent harbour and 
fuburb of Mandracium were infulted only by the 
rapine of a private oflicer who difobeyed and de- 
ferted his leaders. But the Imperial fleet, ad- 
vancing 
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vancing with a fair wind, fleered through the chap. 
narrow entrance of the Goletta, and occupied 
in the deep and capacious lake of Tunis a fecure 
ftation about five miles from the capital '^ No 
fooner was Belifarius informed of their arrival, 
than he difpatched orders that the greateft part 
of the mariners fhould be immediately landed 
to join the triumph, and to fwell the apparent 
numbers of the Romans. Before he allowed 
them to enter the gates of Carthage, he exhorted 
them, in a difcourfe worthy of himfelf and the 
occafion, not to difgrace the glory of their arms ; 
and to remember that the Vandals had been the 
tyrants, but that they were the deliverers of the 
Africans, who muft now be refpefted as the vo- 
luntary and affeftionate fubjefts of their common 
fovereign. The Romans marched through the 
ftreets in clofe ranks, prepared for battle if ah 
enemy had appeared ; the ftri6l order maintain- 
ed by the general imprinted on their minds the 
duty of obedience; and in an age in which cuftom 
and impunity ahnoft fan6lified the abuie of con- 
queft, the genius of one man repreffed the paf. 
fions of a victorious army. The voice of menace 
and complaint was filent ; the trade of Carthage 
was not interrupted j while Africa changed h^r 



'9 The ndghlsourbood of Cartluge^ the fea, the Und^ and tfaeriverS) 
are changed almoft as mudi as llie works of man. The ifUunusy or tmdk$ 
of the city is now confounded with the continent; the harbour is a dry 
plain ; and the lake^ or ftagnum* no more than a morais, with fix or fe« 
ven feet water in the mid-channd. See D'Anville (Gepgraphie And- 
tnne» torn. iii. p. Sa.)^ Shaw (Travelsy p. 77 — 84.)> Marmoi (Defcrip- 
tion de l'Afii^ue» torn. iL p. 461 .)» and Thuanus (iviii. i%* torn. iii. 
P»334-> 

N a mailer 
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CHAP, mdiler and her government, the fliops continued 

^^'_^ open and bufy; and the foldiers, after fufBcient 

guards had been pofted, modellly departed to the 

hoafes which were aUotted for their reception^ 

Belifarius fixed his refidence in the palace; feated 

himfelf on the throne of Genferic ; accepted and 

diilributed the Barbaric Ipofl ; granted their 

lives to the fuppliant Vandals j ,and laboured to 

repair the damage which the fuburb of Mandra*^ 

cium had fuflained in the preceding night* At 

fupper he entertained his principal officers with 

the form and magnificence of a royal banquet'*'. 

The vi6lor was refpe6lfully ferved by the captive 

officers of the houfehold ; and in the moments of 

feftivity, when the impartial fpeftators applauded 

the fortune and merit of Belifarius, his envious 

flatterers fecretly fhed their venom on every word 

and geflure which might alarm the fufpicions of 

a jealous monarch. One day was given to thefe 

pompous fcenes, which may not be defpifed as 

ufelefs, if they attradbed the popular veneration j 

but the aftive mind of Belifarius, which in the 

pride of vi6tory could fuppofe a defeat, had al* 

ready refolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 

fhould not depend on the chance of arms, or the 

favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 

thage had alone been exempted from the general 

profcription ; but in the reign of ninety-five years 

they were fufiered to decay by the thoughtlefs 

*° From Delphi* the name of Delphicum was given, both in Greek 
and Latin, to a tripod: and, by an eafy analogy, the fame appellatioB 
was extended at Rome, Conftantinople, and Carthage^ to the royal 
banqueting room (Procopius, Vandal. Lu c. s^z. Ducangei Glofs* Ormc. 
f, zjy* CktK^iMVi ad Alexiad. p. 4Xa*)> 

and 
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and indolent Vandals. A wifer conqueror re- c H A P. 

YT ¥ 

itdred with incredible difpatch the walls and . -^- . ^ 
ditches of the city. His liberality encouraged 
the workmen ; the foldiers, the mariners, and 
the citizens, vied with each other in the falutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had feared to trull his 
perfon in an open town, beheld with ^ftonilhment 
wand deipair the rifing ftrength of an impregnable 
fortrefs. 

That unfortunate monarch, after the lofs of his Final <!•» 
capital, applied himfejf to collect the remains of ^Jj^^ 
an army fcattered, rather than deftroyed, by the and the 
preceding battle j and the hopes of pillage at- ]^]^*^ 
tradled fome M oorilh bands to the flandard of Novembeiv 
Gelimen He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage ; infulted the 
capital, which he deprived of the ufe of an aque- 
du6t ; propofed an high reward for the head of 
every Roman ; affe6led to fpare the perfons land 
property of his African fubjefts, and fecretly ne- 
gotiated with the Arian fedtaries and the con- 
federate Huns. Under thefe circumflances, the 
conqueil of Sardinia ferved only to aggravate his 
diftrefe ; he refle6led with the deepeft anguiih, 
that he had wafted, in that ufelefs enterprife, five 
thouiand of his braveft troops ; and he read, with 
grief and Ihame, the vidlorious letters of his bro- , 

ther Zano, who expreffed a fanguine confidence 
that the King, after the example of their an- 
ceftors, has already chaftifed the rafhnefs of the 
Roman invader. " Alas ! my brother,'* replied 
Gelimer, ^^ Heaven has declared againft our uo- 
.** happy nation. While you have fubdued Sar- 

N 3 " dinia. 
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c H A P. « dinia, we have loft Africa. No fooner did 
^^ '* Belilarius appear with a handful of foldiers, 
** than courage and profperity deferted the caufe 
*^ of the Vandals. Your nephew Gibamund, your 
^ brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to deatb 
^* by the cowardice of their followers. Our 
" horfes, our (hips, Carthage itfelf, and all Afri- 
f* ca, are in the power of the enemy. Yet 
^^ the Vandals Hill prefer an ignominious repofe 
<^ at the expence of their wives and children, 
*^ their wealth and liberty. Nothing now re- 
^^ mains, except the field of Bulla, auji the hope 
«♦ of your valour. Abandon Sardinia ; fly to our 
** relief; reftore our empire, or periih by our 
•• fide.*' On the receipt of this epiftle, Zano 
imparted his grief to the principal Vandals ; but 
the intelligence was prudently concealedfromthe 
natives of the ifland. The troops embarked in 
one hundred and twenty gallies at the port of 
Cagliari, cad anchor the third day on the con- 
fines of Mauritania, and haftily purfued their 
march to join the royal ftandard in the camp of 
Bulla. Mournful was the interview : the two 
brothers embraced; they wept in filence; no 
queftions were aiked of the Sardinian viAory ; 
no inquiries were made of the African misfor- 
tunes : they faw before their eyes the whole ex- 
tent of their calamities ; and the abfence of their 
wives and children afibrded a melancholy proof, 
that either death or captivity had been their Icft. 
The languid ipirit of the Vandals was at length 
awakened and united by the entreaties of their 
King, the example of Zano, and the inftant 

danger 



I 
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danger which threatened their monarchy and re* c H A p. 
Kgion. The military ftrength of the nation ad- ^^^' 
vanced to battle ; and fuch was the rapid increafe, 
that, before their army reached Tricameron, 
about twenty miles from Carthage, they might 
boaft, perhaps with fome exaggeration, that they 
furpafled, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive 
powers of the Romans. But thefe powers were 
under the command of Belifarius : and, as he 
was confcious of their fuperior merit, he per- 
mitted the barbarians to furprife him at an un- 
feafonable hour. The Romans were inftantly 
under arms : a rivulet covered their front ; the 
cavalry formed th^ iirfl line, which Belifarius 
fupported in the centre, at the head of five hun-^ 
dred guards.; the infantry, at fome diilance, was 
pofted in the fecond line ; and the vigilance of 
the general watched the feparate ilation and am- 
biguous faith of the Maflagetse, who fecretly re- 
ferved their aid for the conquerors. The hifto* 
rian has inferted, and the reader may eaiily fup- 
ply, the fpeeches" of the commanders, who, by 
arguments the moil appofite to their fituation, 
inculcated the importance of vi£tory, and the 
contempt of life. Zano, with the troops which 
had followed him to the conqueft of Sardinia, 
was placed in the centre ; and the throne of Gen* 
Ibric might have flood, if the multitude of Van- 
dals had imitated their intrepid refolution. Caft- 
ing away their lances and miffile weapons, they 

" Thefe ontions always exprefs the fenfe of the tiine$, and ibme- 
limes of the i£ton» I have condenfed that fenfei and thrown away 
Hechuooation. 

N 4 drew 
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CHAP- dr^w their fwords and expedted the charge : the 
XLi. Roman cavalry thrice pafled the rivulet j they 
were thrice repulfed j and the confli6l was firmly 
tnaintained till Zano fell, and the ftandard of Be- 
lifarius was difplayed. Gelimer retreated to his 
camp ; the Huns joined the purfuit ; and the 
vi6lors defpoiled the bodies of the flain. Yet 
no more than fifty Romans, and eight, hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle ; fo 
inconfiderable was the carnage of a day, which 
extinguiflied a nation, and transferred the empire 
of Africa. In the evening Belifarius led his in- 
fantry to the attack of the camp ; and the puiil- 
lanimous flight of Gelimer expofed the vanity of 
hi^ recent declarations, that, to the vanquifhed, 
death was a Te\ie£y life a burthen, and infamy the 
only obje6l of terror. His departure was fecret; 
but as foon as the Vandals difcovered that their 
King had deferted them, they haftily difperfed, 
anxious only for their perfonal fafety, and carelefs 
of every obje6l that is dear or valuable to man- 
kind. The Romans entered the camp without 
refiftance ; and the wildeft fcenes of diforder were 
veiled in the darknefs and confufion of the night. 
Every Barbarian who met their fwords was in- 
humanly maflacred ; their widows and daughters, 
as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em- 
braced by the licentious foldiers ; and avarice it- 
felf was almofl; fatiated with the trealures of gold 
and filver, the accumulated fruits of conqueft or 
ceconomy in a long period of profperity and 
peace. In this frantic fearch, the troops even of 
Belifarius forgot their caution and refpe^. In. 

toxicated 
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toxlcated vdth lull and rapine, they explored in c H A P. 
fmall parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the ^ ^^^* 
woods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might 
poffibly conceal any delirable prize : laden with 
booty, they deferted their ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on the high road to Carthage ; 
and if the flying enemies had dared tq return, 
very few of the conquerors would have efcaped. 
Deeply fenfible of the diigrace and danger, Beli- 
larius pafled an apprebenfive night on the field of 
vifilory; at the dawn of day, he planted his 
ftandard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve* 
terans, and gradually reftored the modeily and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con^ 
cern of the Roman general to fubdue the hoftile, 
and to fave the proftrate Barbarian ; and the fup- 
pliant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were prote6led by his authority, dit 
armed, and feparately confined, that they might 
neither diflurb the public peace, nor become the 
viS;ims of popular revenge.. After difpatching a 
Ught detachment to tread the footlleps of Geli- 
mer, he advanced with his whole army, about 
ten days march, as far as Hippo Regius, which 
no longer poflefled the relics of St. Auguftin". 

The 

^ '* The relics of St Auguftin were carried by the AiFHcan biihops to 
their Sardiiuan exile (A. D. 500); and it was believed in the tiiith cen- 
twrff that Liutprand> King of the Lombards^ tranfported them (A. D. 
7ai) fro A Sardinia to-Pavia. In the year 1695, the Auguftan friars of 
that city fouvd a brick arch> marble coffin, filver cafe, filk wrappers 
boneS) bloody &c. and perhaps an infcription of Agofiino in Gothic let* 
ters. But this ufefui dkcovery has been difputed by reafon and jealoufy 
(Baronius, Anna!. A, D. 725* No. 2 — 9. Tillemont, Mem. Eccles^ 
torn. xiii. p; 944. Montfaucony Diarium Ital. p. 26 — 30. MuratoriD 
Antiq. ItaL Medii jEvi^ torn. v. diflbrt. Iviii* p. 9. who had compofed 
; a ieparate 
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CHAP. The feafon, and the certain intelligence that the 
^^^^ Vandal had fled to the inacceffible country of the 
Moors, determined Belifarius to relinquifli the 
vain purfuit^ and to fix his winter-quarters ats 
Carthage. From thence he dilpatched his prin-' 
cipal lieutenant, to inform the Emperor, that in 
the fpace of three months he bad atchieved the 
conqueft of Africa. 
Conqueft Belifadus fpoke the language of truth. The 
^^!f furviving Vandals yielded, without refiftance, 
rius, ' tiieir arms and their freedom : the neighbourhood 
A.D. 534- of Carthage fubmitted to his prefence j and the 
more diftant provinces were fucceflively fubdued 
by the report of his victory. Tripoli was con- 
firmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and 
Corfica furrendered to an officer, who carried, 
inilead of a fword, the head of the valiant Zano ; 
and the ifles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica, 
confented to remain an humble app^idage bf the 
African kingdom. Ca^farea, a royal city, which 
in loofer geopraphy may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was fituate thirty days march 
to the weflward of Carthage : by Land, the road 
was infefled by the Moors ; but the'fea was open, 
and the Romans were now matters of the fea. 
An a6live and difcreet tribune failed as far as the 
Streights, where he occupied Septem or Ceuta*^, 



z feparate treatife before the decree of the biihop of Pavuy and Pope 
Benedia XUl.). 

'^ T« Tt)( itoXiTtmi v^iuoh u the expreilion of Procopius (de Edific. 
L VI. c. 7.). CeuUy which has been defaced by the Portuguefe^ flou- 
iHhed in nobles and palaces, in agriculture and loanufadluresy under 
the more profperous reign of the Arabs (l^Afiique de Marxnolf torn* iL 
p.»36.> 

which 
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which tifes oppofite to Gibraltar on the African chap. 
coaft; that remote place was afterwards adorned ^^^ , 
and fortified by Juftinian ; and he feems to have 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 
pire to the columns of Hercules. He received 
the meflengers of viftory at the time when he 
was preparing to publiih the pandedls of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous Emperor 
celebrated the divine goodnef», and confefled, in 
filence, the merit of his fuccefsful general *^ Im- 
patient to abolifh the temporal and fpiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded, without 
delay, to the full eftablifhment of the Catholic 
church. Her jurifdifbion, wealth, and immu- 
nities, perhaps the moft eflential part of epif- 
copal religion, were reftored and amplified with a 
liberal hand ; the Arian worfiiip was fupprelTed ; 
the Donatift meetings were profcribed ^^ ; and 
the fynod of Carthage, by the voice of two hun- 
dred and feventeen bilhops '% applauded the juil 
meafure of pious retaliation. On fuch an oc- 
cafion, it may not be prefumed, that many 
orthodox prelates were abfent ; but the compara^ 
tiveiinallnefs of their number, which in ancient 



^ See die fecond and tiiM preamb&tt to tlie Digcfi» or PiodeAif pro- 
mulgated A. D. 5339 December i6. To the titles of Fandaticm and 
Africantuy Juftinian^ or rather Belifariusy had acquired a juft claim : Go» 
tbicus was premature^ and Francicus falfty and ollenfive to a great nation* 

'^ See the original a^ in Baionius (A. D. 5351 No. iz-^54.). The 
Emperor applauds his own clemency to the her^ticsy cum fufficiat eis 



* Dupin (Oeegraph. Sacn Affkana, p. lix* ad OptaL Milev.) ob* 
farm uid bewails this epi&opal decay. In the more pro^terons age of 
the church* he had noticed 690 bilhoprics; but hqwever minute wer^ 
tiie Aocefesy it is not probable that they i[s exifted at the lame time. 

councils 
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CHAP, councils had been twice or even thrice multipKcd, 
^^^ moft clearlyindicates the decay both of the church 
and Hate. While Juftinian approved himfelf the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his victorious lieutenant would Ipeedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of his dominion to 
the fpace which they occupied before the invafion 
of the Moors and Vandals ; and Belifarius was 
inilru6led to eftabliih five dukes or commanders 
in the convenient ftations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Caefarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatines or borders that 
might be fufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The kingdom of the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the prefence of a Praetorian praefeCt ; and four 
confulars, three prefidents, wiere appointed to ad* 
minifter the feven provinces under his civil jurit 
di6tion» The number of their fubordinate officers, 
clerks, meffengers, or affiilants, was minutely ex- 
preffedj three hundred and ninety-fix for the 
praefe£t himfelf, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees and falaries 
was more effeftual to confirm the right, than to 
prevent the abufe. Thefe magistrates might be 
oppreflive, but they were not idle: and the fubtile 
queftions of jufi^ice and revenue were infinitely 
propagated under the new government, which 
profefled to revive the freedom and equity of the 
Roman republic. The conqueror was folicitou& 
to exa6k a prompt and plentiful fupply from his 
African fubje6ts; and he allowed them to claim, 
even in the third degree, and from the collateral 
line, the houfes and lands of which their families 

had 
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had been unjuftly* defpoiled by the Vandals, chap. 
After the departure of Belifarius, who a6led by ^"^^' . ^ 
an high and fpecial commiifion, no ordinary pro- 
vifion was made for a mafter-generalof the forces; 
but the office of Praetorian praefeft was intrufted 
to a foldier; the civil and military powers were 
united, according to the pra6lice of Juftinian, in 
the chief governor; and the reprefentative of the 
Emperor in Africa, as well as in Italy, was foon 
diftinguiihed by the appellation of Exarch *^ 

Yet the conqueft of Africa was imperfe6l, till Bifbefi 
her former fovereign was delivered, either alive ^^ ^^ 
or dead, into the hands of the Romans. Doubt- Geiimer, 
ful of the event, Gelimer had given fecret orders ^P* ^^^ 
that a part of his treafure fhould be tranfported Spring. 
to Spain, where he hoped to find a fecure refuge 
at the court of the King of the Vifigoths* But 
thefe intentions were difappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable purfuit of his 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the fea«^ 
fiiore, and chafed the unfortunate monarch, with 
fome faithful followers, to the inacceffible moun* 
tain of Papua *% in the inland country of Numidia^ 
He was immediately befieged by Pharas, an of- 
ficer whofe truth and fobriety were the more ap- 
plauded, as fuch <|ualities could feldom be found 
aiiiotig the Heruli, the mod corrupt of the Bar- 

^^ The African laws of Juftinian are iUuftrated by his German bio- 
j^pher (Cod. L i. titl a;. Novell. 36, 37. 131. Vit. Juftinian, p. 349 

— 377-> 

'* Mount Papua is placed by D'Anville (torn. iii. p. 92. and Tabul. 
Imp. Rom. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and the fea; yet this fitua^. 
dofi ill agrees with the long pudTuit beyond Hippof and the words of 
Knocopius (U ii« 6* 4.)> ly rvs Nvp^io^ wx^to^* 

10 barian 
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CHAP, barian tribes. To his vigiUnce BdiiSuitiB had 
^^^' ' entrufted this important charge ; and after a 
bold attempt to fcale the mountain, in which he 
loft an hundred and ten foldiers, Fharas ex- 
pe^ed, during a winter liege, the operation of 
diftrefs and famine on the mind of the Vandal 
king. From the fofteft habits of pleafure, from 
the unbounded copnmand of induftry and wealth, 
he was reduced to ffiare the poverty of the 
Moors *% fupportable only to themfelves by their 
ignorance of a happier condition. In their rude 
hovels, of mud and hurdles, which confined the 
fmoke and excluded the light, they promifcuoufly 
flept on the ground, perhaps on a flieep-fkin, with 
their wives, their children, and their cattle. Sor* 
did and fcanty were their garments ; the ufe of 
bread and wine was unknown ; and their oaten 
or barley cakes, imperfe6lly baked in the aihes, 
were devoured almoil in a crude ftate by the 
hungry favages. The health of Gelimer muft 
have funk under theie flrange and unwonted 
hardfliips, from whatfoever caufe they had been 
endured j but his a6fcual mifery was embittered 
by the recollefiion of paft greatne&, the daily in- 
folence of his prote^rs, and the juft apprehen- 
fion, that the light and venal Moors might be 
tempted to betray the rights of hoipitalily. The 
knowledge of his fituation didlated the humane 



** Shaw (Travdfly p. 220.) moil accurately reprefents the mafUMTi^f 
iSbt Bedowteas andKabyki» the iaft of vfhamt by tfaek faBt^iBge» are the 
NOMuitdfllie Moors: yet faow dia«ged-«-4tow cmliaed are thefe nio* 
teatinsgnl-^pravifioiis ara pfenty among ibeeily and favcad i 
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and friendly epiftle of Pharas. " Like yourfelf/* chap. 
faid the chief of the Heruli, ** I am an illiterate ._^'^ 
^^ Barbarian, but I fpeak the language of plain 
" fenfe and an honed heart. Why will you 
** perfift in hopelefs obftinacy ? Why will you 
^* ruin yourfelf, your family, and nation ? The 
" love of freedom and abhorrence, of flavery? 
<* Alas! my deareft Gelimer, are you not already 
" the worft of flaves, the flave of the vile nation 
<* of the Moors ? Would it not be preferable to 
** fuftain at Conftantinople a life of poverty 
** and fervitude, rather than to reign the un- 
<< doubted monarch of the mountain of Papua ? 
** Do you think it a difgrace to be the fubjedb 
** ofjuftinianf Belifarius is hisfubje6t; andwe 
** ourfelves, whofe birth is not inferior to your 
*^ own, are not afihamed of our obedience to the 
*' Roman Emperor. That generous prince will 
** grant you a rich inheritance of lands, a place 
** in the fenate, and the dignity of Patrician : 
** fuch are his gracious intentions, and you may 
•* depend with full aflurance on the word of Be- 
^^ lifarius. So long as heaven has condemned us 
*« to fuffer, patience is a virtue ; but if we reje6l 
" the proffered deliverance, it degenerates into 
<* blind and ftupid defpair.'' ^< I am not infen* 
•* fible," replied the King of the Vandals, " how 
^^ kind and rational is your advice. But I can* 
<* not perfuade myfelf to become the flave of an 
** unjull enemy, who has deferved my impla- 
** cable hatred. Him I had never injured either 
<* by word or deed : yet he has fent againft me, 
^^ I know not from whence» a certain lielifarius, 

" who 
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CHAP. *« who has call me headlong from the thron* 
^^^' " into this abyfs of mifery. Juftinian is a man j 
" he is a prince j does he not dread for himfelf 
** a fimilar reverfe of fortune ; I can write no 
" more : my grief oppreffes me. Send me, I 
" befeech you, my dear Pharas, fend me, a 
c€ lyYQ 30^ ^ fpunge, and a loaf of bread.*' Froni 
the Vandal meflenger, Pharas was informed of 
the motives of this lingular requefl. It was long 
fince the King of Africa had tailed bread ; a 
defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the effe6l of 
fatigue or inceflant weeping ; and he wiflied to 
folace the melancholy hours by fitiging to the 
lyre the fad ftory of his own misfortunes. The 
humanity of Pharas was moved; he fent the 
three extraordinary gifts; but even his humanity 
prompted him to redouble the vigilance of his 
guard, that he might fooner compel his prifoner 
to embrace a refolution advantageous to the Ro- 
mans, but falutary to himfelf. The obftinacy of 
Gelimer at length yielded to reafon and neceffity ; 
the folemn affurances of fafety and honourable 
' treatment were ratified in the Emperor's name,' 
by the ambaffador of Belifarius ; and the King of 
the Vandals defcended from the mountain. The 
firft public interview was in one of the fuburbs of 
Carthage ; and when the royal captive accofted 
his conqueror, he burft into a fit of laughter. The 
crowd might naturally believe, that extreme grief 

^ By Procopius it is ftyled a lyre; perhaps harp would have beeit 
nioere national. The inllruments of mufic are thus difiinguiihed by 
Venantius Fortunatus: 

Romanufque Ijrd tibi plaudat^ Barbarus barpd, 

had 
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had deprived Gelimer of his fenfes ; but in this c H A p, 
mournfhl ilate, unfeafonable mirth infinuated to ^ ^^ 
more intelligent obfervers, that the vain and tran- 
litory fcenes of human greatnefs are unworthy of 
a ferious thought ''. 

Their contempt was foon juftified by a new Retum 
example of a vulgar truth j that flattery adheres ^^ *"- 
to power, and envy to fuperior merit. The chiefs mLiuj, 
of the Roman army prefumed to think them- A.D.534. 
felves the rivals of an hero. Their private dif- "^**°^ 
patches malicioufly affirmed, that the conqueror 
of Africa, flrong in his reputation and the public 
love, confpired to feat himfelf on the throne of 
the VandaJs. Juftinian liftened with too patient 
an ear ; and his £lence was the refult of jealoufy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native, of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turningtothe capital^ was indeed fubmitted to the 
difcretion^of Belifarius j but he wifely concluded, 
from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his • 
fovereign's temper, that he muft either refign his 
head, ere6t his ftandard, or confound his enemies 
by his prefence and fubmiffion. Innocence and 
courage decided his choice : his guards, captives, 
and.treafures, were diligently embarked j and fb 
proiperous was the navigation, that his arrival at 
Conftantinople preceded any certain account of 
his departure from the port of Carthage. Such 

^' Herodotus elegantly deicribes the ftrange effedls of grief in another 
royal captivet Pfammetichus of Egypt, who wept at the lefler and wa» 
filent at the greateft of his calamities (!• iii. c. 14.). In the interview of 
BauIus JEmilius and Pertes^ Belifarius might ftudy his part: But it is 
ph>bable that he never read either Livy or Plutarch ; and it Is certain 
that his generofity did not nted a tutor. 

VOL .vih o unfuf. 
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CHAP, unfufpefibing loyalty removed the apprehenfiops 
^"^' of Juftinian : envy was filenced and inflamed by 
the public gratitude : and the third Africanus ob- 
tained the honours of a triumph, a ceremony 
which the city of Conftantinople had never feen, 
and which ancient Rome, fince the reign of Ti- 
berius, had referved for the ai(/picious arms of 
the Caefars ^•. From the palace of Belifarius, the 
proceffion was condu6ted through the principal 
flreets to the hippodrome ; and this memorable 
day feemed to avenge the injuries of Genferic, 
and to expiate the fhame of the Romans. The 
wealth of nations was difplayed, the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury; rich armour, golden 
thrones, and the chariots of ilate which had been 
ufed by the Vandal queen ; the maJfly furniture 
of the royal banquet, the fplendour of precious 
ilones, the elegant forms of ilatues and vafes, 
the more fubftantial treafure of gold, and the 
holy veffels of the Jewifli temple, which after 
their long peregrination were refpe6bfully depo- 
fited in the Chriftian Church of Jerufalem. A 
long train of the nobleft Vandals relu6lantly ex- 
pofed their lofty ilature and manly countenance. 
Gelimer flowly advanced : he was clad in a pur- 
ple robe, and ilill maintained the msyefty of a 
king. Not a tear efcaped from his eyes, not a 
figh was heard ; but his pride or piety derived 
fome fecret confolation from the words of Solo- 



3' After the title of imperator had loil the old militazy fenie> and the 
Roman aufpices were aboliflied by Chriftianity (fee La Bleterie^ Mem. 
de rAcadeinie> torn. xxL p. 30a — ^z^•)y a triumph might be give« 
with left inconfiilency to a private gener^ 

mon. 
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Hion^% which he repeatedly pronounced, vanity \ 
VANITY ! ALL IS VANITY ! Inilead of afcending a 
triumphal car drawn by four horfes or elephants, 
the modelt conqueror marched on foot at the 
head of his brave companions; his prudenca 
might decline an honour too conipicuous for a 
fubjedt : and his magnanimity might juftly did 
dain what had been fo often fullied by the vileft 
of tyrants. The glorious proceffion entered tha 
gate of the hippodrome ; was faluted by the ac^ 
clamations of the fenate and people ; and halted 
before the throne where Jullinian and Theodora 
were feated to receive the homage of the captive 
monarch and the victorious hero. They both 
performed the cuftomary adoration ; and falling 
proftrate on the ground, refpedlfully touched the 
footftool of a prince who had not uniheathed his 
fword, and of a proftitute who had danced on 
the theatre : fome gentle violence was ufed to 
bend the flubborn fpirit of the grandfon of 6en- 
feric; and however trained to fervitude the ge^ 
nius of Belifarius mud have fecretly rebelled. 
He was immediately declared conful for the en- jjj^ ^^j^ 
fuing year, and the day of his inauguration re- conful- 
fembled the pomp of a fecond triumph : his cu- ^^ 
rule . chair was borne aloft on the flioulders of j^nuaiy x« 
captive Vandals ; and the fpoils of war, gold 



33 If the Ecclefiaftes be truly a work of Solomon^ and not, like Prior^s 
poem» a pious and moral compofition of more recent timesy in his Qame» 
^d on the fubje^ of his repentance. The latter is the opinion, oi the 
learned and fiee-fpirited Grotius (Opp. Theology torn. i. p. 45 8.) i sutd 
Indeed the Ecdeliafies and IVoverbs difplay a larger cprnpafi of thougjit 
and experience than feem to belong either to a Jew or .» king, 

O 2 GUpS^ 
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CHAP, eups, and rich girdles, were profufely fcattered 
^^ among the populace. 

But the pureft reward of Beliiarius was in the 
faithful execution of a treatyforwhich hishonour 
had been pledged to the King of the Vandals.The 
religious fcruples of Gelimer, who adhered to the 
Arian hereiy, were incompatible with the dignity 
of fenator or patrician i but he received from the 
Emperor an ample eftate in the province of Gu^ 
latia, where the abdicated monarch retired with 
his family and friends, to a life of peace, of afflu-^ 
ence, and perhaps of content ^^ The daughters of 
Hildericwere entertained with the reQ)e6tful tea- 
demefs due to their age and misfortune ; and JuC' 
tinian and Theodora accepted the honoiu: of edu- 
cating and enriching the female defcendants of 
the great Theodofius. The braved of the Vandal 
youth were diftributed into five fquadrons of ca- 
valry,, which adopted the name of their bene- 
fa6lor, and fupportedin the Perfian wars the glory 
of their anceftors. Butthefe rare exceptions, the 
reward of birth or valour ; are infufficient to ex*^ 
plain thefate of a nation, whofe numbers, before a 
ihortandbloodlefs war, amounted tomore than fix 
hundred thoufand perfons. After the exile of 
their king and nobles, the fervile crowd mightpur* 
chafe their fafety, by abjuring their chara6i;er, re- 
ligion, and language; and their degenerate pofte- 



^^ In tke Belifaire of MarmonteU the King and the conqueror of 
Afnca tneett fup> and converfe without recolledUng each other. It is 
furely a fault of that romance, that not only the hero> but all to whom 
he had been fo ciDnfpicuoUily known* appear to have loft their eyes or 
their memory. 

rity 
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rity would be infenfibly mingled with the common chap. 
herd of African fubje6ls. Yet even in the prefent ^ ^j* 
age, and in the heart of the Moorifli tribes, a cu- 
rious travellerhas difcovered the white complexion 
and long flaxen hair of a northern race ^^ ; and it 
was formerly believed, that the boldeft of the 
Vandals fled beyond the pow6r, or even th^ 
knowledge, of the Romans, to enjoy their folitary 
freedom on the ihores of the Atlantic ocean ^\ 
Africa had been their empire, it became their 
prifon ; nor could they entertain an hope, or even 
a wifli, of returning to the banks of the Elbe, 
where their brethren, of a fpirit iefe adventurous, 
flill wandered in their native fbrefl:s. It was iiil- 
poffible for cowards to furmount the barriers of 
unknown feas and hoftile barbarians : it wasim* 
poflible for brave men to expofe their nakedneis 
and defeat before the eyes of their countrymen, 
to defcribe the kingdoms which they had lofl;, 
and to claim a Ihare of the humble inheritance, 
'which, in a happier hour, they had almofl: una.> 
nimoufly renounced "• In the country between 
the Elbe and the Oder, feveral populous village^ 

35 Shawy p. 59. Yet fincc Procopius (1. ii. c, 13.) fpeak^ of a people 
of motmt Atlas* as already diftinguiihed by .white bodies and yellow 
hairy the phaenomenon (which is likewife vUible in the Andes of Peru, 
Bufibn^ torn. ill. p«5O40 "^7 naturally be afcribed to the elevation of 
the ground and the temperature of the air. 

3** The geographer of Ravenna (Liii. c. xi. p. 1299 I30» 131. Paris^" 
1688.) defcribes the Mauritania Gaditana (oppofite to Cadiz), ubi gem 
yandalorumy a Beliiario devi<5bi in Afric^y fugity et nunquan^ con»> 
pauiiit. 

^' A fingle v<Mce had protefiedy and Genferlc difmiflfed, without a 
formal anfwer, th^ Vaodals of Germany, but thofe of Africa derided 
his pi^idence, and affeaed to defpife the poverty of tjjieir forefts (Pto- 
copiu8» Yattdil. \, U c« 9a* 

03 of 
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CHAP, of Lu&tia are inhabited by the Vandals : they 
^^^^^ ftill preferve their language, their cuiloms, and 
the purity of their blood ; fupport with fome imr 
patience, the Saxon, or Pruffian yoke j and ferve 
with fecret and voluntary allegiance, the defcen- 
dant of their ancient kings, who in his garb and 
prefent fortune is confounded with the meaneft 
of his vaflals *•• The name and fituation of this 
unhappy people might indicate their defcent 
from one common ftock with the conquerors of 
Africa* But the ufe of a Sclavonian dialect more 
clearly reprefents them as the lafl remnant of 
the new colonies, who fucceeded to the genuine 
Vandals, already fcattered or deftroyed in the 
age of Procopius ^*. 
(tamiers I^ Belifarius had been tempted to hefitate in his 
and defeat allegiance, he might have urged, even againft the 
jjoo^ Emperor himfelf, the indiipenfable duty of laving 
A. D. S3S* Africa from an enemy more barbarous than the 
Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved 
in darknefs j they were ignorant of the ufe of 
letters ^. Their limits cannot be precifely de- 
fined : a boundlefs continent was open to the 

Libyan 

^ From tkc mouth of the great eledlor (in 1687). Tollius defcribea 
the fecret royalty and rebellious fpirit of the Vandals of Brandenburgh* 
^hocDuld mufter five or fix thouiand foldiers who had procuted fomt 
cannon, &c. (Itenerar. Hungar. p. 42. apud Dubos, Hift. de la Monar-* 
chie Frangoifey torn. i. p. i82> 183.). The veradtyy not of the elec- 
tor, but of Tollius himfelf, may jufUy be fufpe<5led. 

^9 Procopius (l.L caa.) was in total darknefs — ah fxfnfjLn Ti;«Jf 
W9IM I? tfAi au^iTcu. Under the reign of Dagobert (A, D. 630.), the 
Sclavonian tribes of the Sorbi and Venedi already bordered on Thu- 
nogia (Mafcouy HiiL of the Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5.). 

*'' Salluft reprefents the Moors as a remnant of the army of Heracles 
(de BelL Jugurth. c. ai.)> ^nd Procopius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. lo.) as the 
pplierity of the C an a n ssa n s who fled from the robber Jolhua (Xnam^). 

He 
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Libyan (hepherds ; the change of feafons and chap. 
paftures regulated their motions ; and their rude ^^^' 
huts and flender furniture were tranfported with 
the fkme eafe as their arms, their families, and 
their cattle, which confided of flieep, oxen, and 
camels^'. During the vigour of the Roman 
power, they obferved a relpefilful diftance from 
Carthage and the fea*{hore ; under the feeble 
reign of the Vandals, they invaded the cities of 
Numidia, occupied the fea-coaft from Tangier 
to Caefarea, and pitched their camps, with im- 
punity, in the fertile province of Byzacium. 
The formidable ilrength and artful condu6t of 
Belilarius fecured the neutrality of the Mooriih 
princes, whofe vanity afpired to receive, in the 
Emperor's name, the enfigns of their regal dig- 
nity ^. They were aftoniihed by the rapid event, 
and trembled in the prefence of their conqueror. 
But his approaching departure foon relieved the 
apprehenfions of a favage and fuperflitious peo- 
ple; the number of their wives allowed them to 
difregard the fafety of their infant hoftages ; and 
AVhen the Roman general hoifled fail in the port 
of Carthage, he heard the cries, and almoft be- 
held the flames, of the defolated province. Yet 

He quote$ two columnsy with a Phoenician infcription. I believe in the 
columns— •! doubt the infcription — and I rejedt the pedigree. 

*^ Virgil (Georgic. iii. 339.) and Fomponius Mela (L 8.) defcribe the 
vandering life of the African ihepherds, fimilar to that of the Arabs 
and Tartars; and Shaw (p. %z%.) is the beft commentator on the poet 
and the geographer. 

*' The cu&mary gifts were a fceptre, a crown or cap, a white doak^ 
t figured tunic and (hoes, all adorned with gold and filver; nor were 
thefe precious metals' lefs acceptable in the ihape of coin (Procop. Van- 

04 he 
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c: H A P. he perfifted in his refolution ; and leaving only 
^^' a part of his guards to reinforce the feeble gar- 
rifons, he entrufted the command of Africa to 
the eunuch Solomon ^% who proved himfelf not 
unworthy to be the fucceflbr of Belifarius. In the 
firft invafion, fome detachments, with two officers 
of merit, were furprized and intercepted ; but 
Solomon^ fpeedily aflembled his troops^ marched 
from Carthage into the heart of the country, and 
in two great battles deftroyed fixty thoufand of 
the barbarians. The Moors depended on their 
multitude, their fwiftnefs, and their inaccefiible 
mountains; and the aipe6l and fmell of their 
camels are faid to have produced fome confulion 
in the Roman cavalry ^\ But as foon as ihey 
were commanded to difmount, they derided this 
contemptible obftacle; as foon as the columns 
afcended the hills, the naked and diforderly crowd 
was dazzled by glittering arms and regular evo- 
lutions; and the menace of their female. prophets 
was repeatedly fulfilled^ that the Moors ihould be 
difcomfited by a heardlefs antagonift. The vie- 
torious eunuch advanced thirteen days journey 



^' See the African government and warfare of Solomon, in Proco{^us 
(Vandal. 1.11. c. io> zi» 12, 13. X9» ac). He wasrecalled^ and again 
reftored; and his lalt yi<5lory dates In the xliith year of Juitinian 
A. D. 539. An accident in his childhood had rendered him an eu- 
nuch (1. 1. c. 1 1.): the other Roman generals were amply furaiihed with 
beards, Tro^ovog ifcm'hM^ivoi (1. ii. c. 8.)> 

♦♦ This natural antipathy of the horfe for the camel, is affirmed by 
the ancients (Xenophon. Cyropad. 1. vi. p. 438. 1. vii. p. 483. 499. edit* 
Hutchinfon. Polyaen. Stratagem, vii. 6. Plin. Hift. Nat viii. a6. jBBlien 
de Natur* Animal. Liii. c. 7.); but it is difproved by daily experience^ 
and derided by the belt judges, the Orientals (Voyage D'Oleariusy 

from 
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from Carthage, to befiege mount Aurafius ^% CHAR 
the citadel, and at the fame time the garden of ^ ^^ 
Numidia. The range of hills, a branch of the 
great Atlas, contains, within a circumference of 
one hundred and twenty miles, a rare variety of 
foil and climate ; the intermediate vallies and 
elevated plains abound with rich paftures, per« 
petual ilreams, and fruits of a delicious tafte and 
uncommon magnitude. This fair folitude is de» 
corated with the ruins of Lambefa, a Roman 
city, once the feat of a legion, and the refidence 
of forty thoufand inhabitants. The Ionic temple 
of jSfculapius is encompafied with ]^looriih huts; 
and the cattle now graze in the midll of an am- 
phitheatre, under the Ihade of Corinthian co- 
lumns. A iharp perpendicular rock rifes above 
the level of the mountain, where the African 
princes depofited their wiveaand treafure ; and a 
pfoverb is familiar to the Arabs^ that the man may 
eat fire, who dares to attack the craggy clifls and 
inhofpitable natives of mount Aurafius. This 
hardy enterprife was twice attempted by the 
eunuch Solomon : from the firft, he retreated 
with fome difgrace ; and in the fecond, his pati- 
ence and provifions were almoft exhaufted ; and 
he muft again have retired, if he had not yielded 
to the impetuous courage of his troops, who 
audacioufly fcaled, to the aftonifliment of the 
Moors, the mountain, the hoftile camp, and the 

^ Procopius is the firft wlip defcribes mount Aurafius (Vandal. LiL 
^. 13. « De Edific. L yi. c. 7.). He may be compared with Leo Africa*^ 
Jius (dell Afirica» parte v. in Ramafio» torn, u fol. 77. reAo)^ Marmot 
(torn* ii. Pi 430*)b vsA Shaw (p. 56^^90* 

fummit 
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fummit of the Geminian took. A citadel was 
ere€i:ed to fecure this important conquefl, and 
to remind the Barbarians of their defeat : ^nd a& 
Solomon purfued his march to the weft, the long- 
lofl province of Mauritanian Sitifi was again an- 
nexed to the Roman empire. The Moorifli war 
continued feveral years after the departure of 
Belifarius ; but the laurels which he refigned to 
a faithful lieutenant, may be juftly afcribed to 
his own triumph. 
Neutrality The experience of paft faults, which may fome- 
B^B^^' times correct the mature age of an individual, is 
feldom profitable to the fuccefiive generations of 
mankind. The nations of antiquity, carelefs of 
each other's fafety, were feparatdly vanquifhed 
and enflaved by the Romans. This awful leflbn 
might have inftru6led the Barbarians of the Weft 
to oppofe, with timely counfels and confederate 
arms, the unbounded ambition of Juftinian. Yet 
the fame error was repeated, the fame confe- 
quences were felt, and the Goths, both of Italy 
and Spain, infenfible of their approaching danger, 
beheld with indifference, and even with joy, the 
rapid downfal of the Vandals. After the failure 
of the royal line, Theudes, a valiant and power- 
ful chief, afcended the throne of Spain, which 
he had formerly adminiftered in the nam€ of 
Theodoric and his infant grandfon. Under his 
command, the Vifigoths befieged the forti'efs of 
Ceuta on the African coaft: but, while they 
fpent the fabbath-day in peace and devotion, the 
pious fegurity of their camp was invaded by a 
fally from the town } and the king himfelf, with 

fome 
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fome difficulty and danger, efcaged from the chap. 
hands of a facrilegious enemy ^^. It was not xll 
long before his pride and refentment were grati- 
fied by a fuppliant embafly from the unfortunate 
Gelimer, who implored, in his diflrefs, the aid of 
the Spanifh monarch. But inilead of facrificing 
thefe unworthy paffions to the dictates of gene- 
rofity and prudence, Theudes amufed the am- 
bafladors, till he was fecretly informed of the 
lofs of Carthage, and then difmifled tiiem with 
obfcure and contemptuous advice, to feek in 
tiieir native country a true knowledge of the 
ftate of the Vandals ^\ The long, continuance ConqudU 
of the Italian war delayed the punilhment of the Romans m 
Vifigoths ; and the eyes of Theudes were clofed Spain, 
before they tailed the fruits of his miftaken ^1^*^^^^ 
policy. After his death, the fceptre of Spain 
was difputed by a civil war. The weaker can- 
didate folicited the prote6lion of Juftinian, and 
ambitiouily fubfcribed a treaty of alliance, which 
deeply wounded the independence and happi- 
nefs of his country. Several cities, both on the 
ocean and the Mediterranean, were ceded to the 
Roipan troops, who afterwards refufed to eva- 
cuate thofe pledges, as it ihould feem, either of 
fafety or payment ; and as they were fortified by 
perpetual fupplies from Africa, they maintained 
their impregnable fl:ations, for the mifchie^^ous 
purpofe of inflaming the civil and religious fac- 

^ Ifidor. Chron. p. 722. edit. Grot. Mariana, Hift. Hifpan. 1. v. c. S^ 
p. 173. Yet according to Ifidore, the ficge of Ceuta, and the death of 
Theudes, happened, A. M. H. 586, A.D. 548.; and the place wat 
defended, not by the Vandals, but by the Romans. 

^ Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. M* 

tions 
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CHAP, tions of the Barbarians. Seventy years elapfed 
n__?^^* before this painful thorn could be extirpated 
from the bofbm of the monarchy ; and as long 
as the emperors retained any ihare of thefe re« 
mote and ufelefs pofleflions, their vanity might 
number Spain in the lift of their provinces, and 
the fucceffors of Alaric in the rank of their 
vaflTals^. 
Beiifariu. The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy 
the oS^ ^^ ^®fs excufable than that of their Spaniih 
goths of brethren, and their punifhment was ftill more 
^D.534. immediate and terrible. From a motive of pri-^ 
vate revenge, they enabled their moft dangerous 
enemy to deftroy their moft valuable ally. A 
fitter of the great. Theodoric had been given in 
marriage to Thrafimond the African King ^: 
on this occafion, the fortrefs of Lilybaeum ^** in 
Sicily was refigned to the Vandals: and the 
Princefs Amalafrida was attended by a martial 
train of one thoufand nobles, and five thoufand 
Gothic ibldiers, who fignalized their valour in 
the Moorifli wars. Their merit was over-rated 
by themfelves, and perhaps negle6ted by the 
Vandals r they viewed the country with envy^ 
and the conquerors with difdain ; but their real 

^ See the original Chronicle of Ifidore^ and the vth and vxth books of 
the Hiftory of Spain by Mariana. The Romans 'were finally expelled 
hy Sointila King of the Viiigoths (A. D. 622-^^26.)^ after theh: reunion 
^ to the Cath^ church. 

^' See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procq>ius (Vandal> 
Li. c* 89 g.), and in Caffiodorius (Var. iz« i.) the expofhilation of her 
loyal brodier* Compare likewife the Chronicle of Vidtor Tunnunenfit. 

^'' Lilybieum was built by the Carthaginians^ Olym. xcv. 4.; and iB 
the firft Punic war> a firong fituation, an excellent haibour^ rendered 
|hat place an important objeA to botii nations. 
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or fi£litious confpiracy was prevented by a maf- C U A E^ 
facre ; the Goths were oppreffed, and the cap- 
tivity of Amalafrida was foon followed by her 
fecret and fufpicious death. The eloquent pen 
of Caffiodorius was employed to reproach the 
Vandal court with the cruel violation of every 
focial and public duty ; but the vengeance which 
he threatened in the name of his fovereign, might 
be derided with impunity, as long as Africa was 
protefted by the fea, and the Goths weredeftitute 
of a navy. In the blind impotence of grief and 
indignation, they joyfully fainted the approach 
of the Romans, entertained the fleet of Beli-^ 
farius in the ports of Sicily, and were ^eedily 
delighted or alarmed by the furprifing intelli* 
gence^ that their revenge was executed beyond 
the meafure of their hopes or perhaps of their 
wifliest To their friendfhip the Emperor was in- 
debted for the kingdom of Africa, and th&Gotha 
might reafonably think, that they were entitled 
to refume the pofleflion of a barren rock, fo re- 
cently feparated as a nuptial gift from the ifland 
of Sicily. They were foon undeceived by the 
haughty mandate of Belifarius, which excited 
their tardy and unavailing repentance. " The 
** city and promontory of LilybsBum," faid the 
Roman general, " belonged to the Vandals, and 
•* I claim them by the right of conquefl. Your 
.** fubmiflion may deferve the favour of the Em- 
** peror ; your obftinacy will provoke his difplea- 
** fure, and mufl kindle a war, that can terminate 
** only in your utter ruin. If you compel us to. 
^^ take up arms^ we ihall contend, not to regain 

« the 
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CHAP. " the pofleffion of a fingle city, but to deprive 
^^-_f " y^" ^^ ^^^ ^^^ provinces which you unjuftly 
** withhold from their lawful fovereign." A na- 
tion of two hundred thouiand foldiers might have 
fmiled at the vain menace of Juftinian and his 
lieutenant : but a fpirit of difcord and di&JSedtion 
prevailed in Italy, and the Goths fupported, with 
reluctance, the indignity of a female reign**. 
Govern- The birth of Amalafontha, the regent and 
S ? 0^^®^ ^^ Italy *% united the two moft iMuftrious 
Amaia- families of the Barbarians. Her mother, the fifter 
^^*» of Clovis, was defcended from the long-haired 
Italy. kings 6f the Merovingian race " ; and the regal 
A*D. fucceffioa of the AmaK was illuft rated in the ele- 
5»>- 534. ygj^jii generation, by her father, the great Theo- 
doric, whoie merit might have ennobled a ple- 
beian origin. The fex of his daughter excluded 
her from the Gothic throne ; but his vigilant ten- 
dernefs for his family and his people difcovered 
the lafl heir of the royal line, whofe anceilors 
had taken refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate 
Eutharic was fuddenly exalted to the rank of a 
conful and a prince. He enjoyed only a fliort 
time the charms of Amalafontha, and the hopes 
of the fucceffion ; and his widow, after the death 

" Compare the difierent paflages of Procoplus (Vandal. UiL c. 5* 
Gothic. L i. c. 3.). 

S' For the seign and charadbr of AinaIafontha» fee Procopius (Gothic. 
|. i* c. %i $9 4- and AnecdoL c 16. with the Notes of Aleinannu8)» Ca& 
fiodorius (Var. viiL ix. z. and xL i.), and Jomandes (de lUbus Geticis. 
t. 59* and De Succe£Bone Regnorunit in Muratori, torn. i. p. 24i.)» 

^^ The marriage of Theodoric with Aadefleda^ the fifier of Qovis, 
may be placed in the year 4959 foon after the couquefi of Italy (de Buat. 
Hift. def. Peuples, tom, ix. p. 213.). The nuptials of Eutharic and 
Amala&ntha were celebxated in 51^ (Cafiiodof. in Chron. p. 453.). 
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of her hufband and father was left the guardian chap. 



of her fon Athalaric, and the kingdom of Italy. ^^^* 



Atthe age of about twenty-eightyears, the endow- 
ments of her mind and perfon had attained their 
perfect maturity. Her beauty, which, in the ap- 
prehenfion of Theodora herfelf, might have dif- 
puted the conqueft of an emperor, was animated 
by manly fenfe, afitivity, and refolution. Edu- 
cation and experience had cultivated her talents; 
her philofophic ftudies were exempt from vanity; 
and, though flie expreffed herfelf with eqiiai ele- 
gance and eafe in the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Gothic tongue, the daughter of Theodoric main- 
tained in her counfels a difcreet and impene- 
trable filence. By a faithful imitation of the 
virtues £he revived the prolperity of his reign : 
while flie ftrove, with pious cai'e, to expiate the 
faults, and to obliterate the darker memory of 
his declining age. The children of Boethius 
and Symmachus were reftored to their paternal 
inheritance : her extreme lenity never confented 
to inflift any corporal or pecuniary penalties* on 
her Roman fubjedls; and flie generoufly def- 
pifed the clamours of the Goths, who, at the end 
of forty years, flill confidered the people of Italy 
as their flaves or their enemies. Her falutary 
meafures were directed by the wifdom, and cele- 
brated by the eloquence, of Cafliodorius ; fliefo- 
licited and deferved the friendfliip of the Empe- 
ror ; and the kingdoms of Europe refpedled, both 
in peace and war, the •majefty of the Gothic 
throne. But the future happinefs of the Queen 
and of Italy depended on the education of her fon, 

who 
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C H A ft who was deftined, by his birth, to fupport the 
^^' different and almoft incompatible chara6ters of 
the chief of a Barbarian camp, and the firft magif- 
trate of a civilized nation. From the age of ten 
years ^V Athalaric was diligently inftru6led in the 
atts and fciences, either ufeful or ornamental for 
a Roman prince : and three venerable Goths 
^ere chofen to inftil the principles of honour 
and virtue into the mind of their young king. But 
the pupil who is infenfible of the benefits, muft 
abhor the reftraints, of education ; and the foli- 
citude of the Queen, which afFe£lion rendered 
anxious and fevere, offended the untra6lable na- 
ture of her fon and his fubjedts. On a folemn 
feftival, when the Goths were affembled in the 
palace of Ravenna, the royal youth efcaped from 
his mother's apartment, and, with tears of pride 
and anger, complained of a blow which his ftub- 
born difobedience had provoked her to infli6l. 
The Barbarians refented the indignity which had 
been offered to their king ; accufed the regent 
of confpiring againft his life and crown ; and 
imperioufly demanded that the grandfon of 
Theodoric fliould be refcued from the daftardly 
difcipline of women and pedants, and edu- 
cated, like a valiant Goth, in th« fociety of his 
equals, and the glorious ignorance of his an- 
ceftors. To this rude clamour, importunately 
urged as the voice of the nation, Amalafontha 
•was compelled to yield her reafon, and the 

'♦ At the death of Theodoric, his ^ndfon Athalaric is defciibed by 
Firocopius as a boy about eight years old — oKrra ypyovoig crn. Caffio- 
<k»riu89 with authority and reafon> adds two years to hit age^-^infan* 
tulum adhuc vix deceimem. 

deareft 
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deareft wilhes of her heart The King of Italy CHAP, 
was abandoned to wine, to women, and to ruftic ' 

Iports ; and the indifcreet contempt of the un- 
grateful youth, betrayed the mifchievous defigns 
of his favourites and her enemies. Encompafled 
with domeftic foes, flie entered into a fecret nego- 
tiation with the Emperor Juftinian j obtained the 
allbranceof a friendly reception, and had a6tually 
depofited at Dyrachium in Epirus, a treafure of 
forty thoufand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and fafety, if Ihe had 
calmly retired from barbarous fadlion, to the 
peace and fplendour of Conftantinople. But the! 
mind of Amalafontha was inflamed by ambition 
and revenge ; and while her fliips lay at anchor 
in the port, (he waited for the fuccefs of a crime? 
which her paflions excufed or applauded as ail 
a6l of jufl:ice. Three of the mofl: dangerous male- 
contents had been feparately removed, tinder the 
pretence of truH and command, to the frontiers 
of Italy : they were aflaflinated by her private 
emilTaries ; and the blood of thefe noble Gothic 
rendered the Queen-mother abfolute in the court 
of Ravenna, and jufl:ly odious to a free people* 
But if ftie had lamented the diforders of her fon, 
flie foon wept his irreparable lofs ; and the death 
of Athalaric, who, at the age of fixteeii, was con- 
fumed by premature intemperance, left her def- 
titute of any firm fupport or legal authority. 
Inftead of fubmitting to the laws of her country, 
which held as a fundamental maxim, that the 
fucceflion could never pafs from the lance to the 
diftaff, the daughter of Theodoric qonceived the 
^ VOL. vii. P imprac- 
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CHAP* impra6licable defign of (baring, with onie of her 
^^^' coufins, the regal titfe^, and of referving in her 
own hands the fubftance of fupreme power. He 
received the propofal with profound relpe6l and 
affected gratitude ; and the eloquent Caffiodorius 
announced to the fenate and the Emperor, that 
Amalafontha and Theodatus had afcended the 
throne of Italy. His birth (for his mother was 
the fifter of Theodoric) might be confidered as 
an imperfe6l title ; and the choice of Amalafontha 
was more ftrongly dire6led by her contempt of 
his avarice and pufiUanimity, which had deprived 
him of the love of the Italians, and. the efteem of 
the barbarians. But Theodatus was exalperated 
by the contempt which he deferved : her juftice 
hadrepreffed and reproachedtheoppreffion which 
he exercifed againft his Tufcan neighbours^ and 
the principal Goths, united by common guilt 
and refentment, conlpired to inftigate his flow 
Htr exile and timid difpofition. The letters of congratu- 
A.D. sss" '^.tion were fcarcely difpatched before the Queen 
Apxii 30* of Italy was imprifoned in a fmall ifland of the 
lake of Bolfena^% where, after a fliort confine- 
ment, fhe was ftrangled in the bath, by the 
order, or with the connivance, of the new King, 
who inftru6led his turbulent fubje6t;s to flied the 
blood of their fovereigns. 



*■' The lake, from the neighbouring towns of Etruriay was fiyled 
efther Vulfinienfis (now of Bolfena) or Tarquinienfis. It is furrounded 
with white rocks, and itored with fiih and wild-fowL The younger 
Pjiny (£pifi.ii. 96.) celebrates two woody iflands that floated on its 
waters : if a fable, how credulous the ancients ! •— if a fa6l, how carelefs 
the modems! Yet fince Plinyt the ifland may have been fixed by new . 
and gradsal fuccefiions. 

Jullinian 
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Juftinian beheld with joy the diffenfions of the c H A P. 
Goths ; and the mediation of an ally concealed ^^ ^ 
and promoted the ambitious views of the conque- Beiifarius 
ror. His ambaflTadors, in their public audience, ^n^fu^ 
demanded the fortrefs of Lilybasum, ten barba- dues Sicily, 
rian fugitives, and a juft compenfation for the ^^'\^^' 
pillage of a fmall town on the lUyrian borders ; 
but they fecretly negotiated with Theodatus to 
bjetray the province of Tufcany, and tempted 
Amalafontha to extricate herfelf from danger and 
perplexity, by a free furrender of the kingdom 
of Italy, A falfe and fervile epiftle was fubfcribed 
by the relu6lant hand of the captive Queen : but 
the confeffion of the Roman fenators, who were 
fent to Conftantinople, revealed the truth of her. 
deplorable fituation ; and Juftinian, by the voice 
of a new ambaffador, moft powerfully interceded 
for her life and liberty. Yet the fecret inftruc- . 
tions of the fame mmifter were adapted to ferve , 
the cruel jealoufy of Theodora, who dreaded 
the prefence and fuperior charms of a rival : he ; 
prompted, with artful and ambiguous hints, the 
execution of a crime fo ufeful to the Romans ^^ y 
received the intelligence of her death with grief 
and indignation, and denounced, in his mafter's 
name, immortal war againft the perfidious aifaflin. 
In Italy, as well as in Africa, the guilt of an 
ufurper appeared to juftify the arms of Juftinian ; 
but the forces which he prepared, were infufficient 

*^ Yet Procopius difcredits his own evidence (Anecdot. c. 1 6.), by con- 
fefling that in his public hiilory he had not fpoken the truth. See the 
£pii^ from Queen Gundelina to the Emprefs Theodora ( Var. x. aof 
31. 23. and obferve a fufpicious wordy de ilia perfon^y dec*) with the ela«. • 
borate Commentary of Buat (torn. x. p. 1 7 7— x 85.)' ^ '^ 

:. : P 2 for 
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G H A P. for the fubverfion of a mighty kingdom, if their 
vXti. feeble numbers had not been multiplied by the 
name, the fpirit, and the condu6l of an hero. 
A chofen troop of guards, who ferved on horfe- 
back, and were armed with lances and bucklers,* 
attended the perfon of Belilarius : his cavalry 
was compofed of two hundred Huns, three hun- 
dred Moors, and four thoufand confederates^ and 
the infantry confided only of three thoufand 
Ifaurians. Steering the fame courfe as. in his 
former expedition, the Roman conful caft anchor 
before Catana in Sicily, to furvey the ftrengtli 
©f the ifland, and to decide whether he fhould 
attempt the conqueft, or peaceably purfue his 
voyage for the African coaft. He found a fruit* 
ful land and a friendly people. Notwithftanding 
the decay of agriculture, Sicily ftill fupplied the 
granaries of Rome ; the farmers were gi'acioufly 
exempted from the oppreffion of military quar- 
ters ; and the Goths, who trufted the defence of 
the ifland to the inhabitants, had fome reafon to 
complain, that their confidence was ungratefully 
betrayed: Inftead of foliciting and expe6ling the 
aid of the King of Italy, they yielded to the firft 
fummons a cheerful obedience : and this provincei 
the firft fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after 
a long feparation, united to the Roman empire". 
The Gothic garrifon of Palermo, which alone at- 
tempted to refift, was reduced, after a fliort fiegei 
by a Angular fl^ratagem. Belifarius introduced his 

*7 For the conqueft of Sicily, compare the narrative of Procopius with 
the complaints of Totila (Gothic. 1. 1. c. $• !• ui* c. 16.). The Gothic 
Queen had lately relieyed that thanklefr ifland (Var. ix. loy xi.). 
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&ips into the deepeft recefs of the harbour ; ,c H A p. 
their boats were laborioufly hoifted with ropes * 

and pullies to the top-malt head, and he filled 
them with archers, who, from that fuperior 
ftation, commanded the ramparts of the city. 
After this eafy, though fuc<:efsful campaign, the 
conqueror entered Syracufe in triumph, at the 
head of his vi6torious bands, diilributing gold 
medals to the people, on the day which fo glori- 
oufly terminated the year of the confulfhip. He 
pafled the winter-feafon in the palace of ancient 
kings amidil the ruins of a Grecian colony, 
which once extended to a circumference of two 
and twenty miles ^^ : but in the ipring, about the 
feflival of Eafter, the profecution of his defigns 
was interrupted by a dangerous revolt of the 
African forces. Carthage was faved by the pre- 
fence of Beiifarius, who fuddenly landed with 
a thouiand guards. Two thoufand foldiers of 
doubtful faith returned to the ftandard of their 
old commander : and he marched, without he& 
tation, above fifty miles, to feek an enemy, 
whom he affeQ:ed to pity and defpife. Eight 
thoufand rebels trembled at his approach ; they 
were routed at the firfl onfet, by the dexterity 
of their mafler: and this ignoble vi6tory would 
have reftored the peace of Africa, if the con- 
queror had not been haftily recalled to Sicily, 
to appeafe a fedition which was kindled during 



^ The ancient magnitade and fplendour of the five quarters of Syra^ 
cnfey Are delineated by Cicero (in Verrem, a<ftio ii. 1. iv. c.52, 5.v)» 
Strabo (1. vL p. 415.)* and D'Orville Sicula (torn. u. p. 1 74 — 2o».)' Th^ 
new city reftored by Auguftus, ihru^ towards the iiland. ^ 
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CHAP, his abfence in his own camp *^ Diforder and 
- i- ^^' f, difobedience were the common malady of the 
times: the genius to command, and the virtue 
to obey, relided only in the mind of Belifarius. 

Although Theodatus defcended from a race of 
heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averfe to 
the dangers, of war. Although he had ftudied 
Kb^of ^^^ writings of Plato and Tully, philofophy was 
Italy, incapable of purifying his mind from the bafeft 
OA^b^i^ paflions, avarice and fear. He had purchafed a 
AD. 536. fceptre by ingratitude and murder: at the firft 
Auguft. menace of an enemy, he degraded his own ma- 
jefty, and that of a nation, which already dif- 
dained their unworthy fovereign. Aftonilhed 
by the recent example of Gelimer, he faw him- 
felf dragged in chains through the ftreets of Con- 
,ftantinopIe : the terrors which Belifarius infpired, 
were heightened by the eloquence of Peter, the 
Byzantine ambaffador ; and that bold and fubtle 
advocate perfuaded him to fign a treaty, too 
ignominious to become the foundation of a laft- 
ing peace. It was ftipulated, that in the accla- 
mations of the Roman people, the name of the 
Emperor ihould be always proclaimed before 
that of the Gothic King ; and that as often as 
. the ftatue of Theodatus was eredled in brafs or 
marble, the divine image of Juftinian Ihould be 
placed on its right hand. Inftead of conferring, 
the King of Italy was reduced to folicit, the 



*9 Procopius (Vandal, l.ii. c. 14, 15.) ^o clearly relates the return of 
Belifarius into Sicily ^p. 146. edit. Hoefchelii), that I am aftoniihed at 
the ftrange mifapprehenfion and reproaches of a learned critic (Oeusnres 
de la Mothe'le Vayer, torn. viii. p.i6z> 163^). . • - » 
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honours of the fenate ; and the confent of the chap. 

XLI 

Emperor was made indifpenfable before he could 
execute, againft a prieft or fenator, the fentence 
either of death or confifcation. The feeble mo*, 
narch refigned the pofleflion of Sicily ; offered, 
as the annual mark of his dependence, a crown 
of gold, of the weight of three hundred pounds ; 
and promifed to fupply, at the requifition of his 
fovereign, three thoufand Gothic auxiliaries for 
the fervice of the Empire. Satisfied with thefe 
extraordinary conceffions, the fuccefsful agent 
of Juftinian haftened his journey to Cdnflanti- 
nople ; but no fooner had he reached the Alban 
villa *"*, than he was recalled by the anxiety of 
Theodatus ; and the dialogue which paffed be- 
tween the King and the ambaffador defeiTes to 
be reprefented in its original fimplicity. " Are 
" you of opinion that the Emperor will ra- 
** tify this treaty ? Perhaps. If he refufes, 
" what confequence will enfue? War. Will 
** fuch a war be juft or reafonable ? Mojl qf- 
*' Juredly : evert/ one Jfiould ad: according to his 
". charader. What is your meaning ? You are 
" a philq/bpher — Jti/linian is Emperor of the Ro- 
" mans: it would ill become the di/ciple of Plato 
" to Jhed the hhod of thoyfands in his private 
" quarrel: thejuccejfor of Augujius Jhould vin- 
** dicate his rights^ and recover by arms the an- 
^* cient provinces of his empire." This reafoil- 

^ The imcient Alba was ruined in the firft age of Rome. On the 

.fame fpot> or at leaft in the neighbourhood, fucceffiyely arofe^ z. The 

villa of Pompeyy &c %. A camp of the Praetorian cohorts. 3. Tl^ 

modem epifcDpal city of Alluvium or Albaiip (Firocop.jCrQA< ^M»: Q* 4* 

Cluver. Ital. Antiq. tom.iL p« 9i4*> 

p 4 ing 
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CHAP, ing might not convince, but it was fufficient to 
^Xi4> alarm and fubdue the weaknefs of Theodatus ; 
and he foon defcended to his laft ofler, that for 
the poor equivalent of a penfion of forty-eight 
thoufand pounds fterling,. he would relign the 
kingdom of the Goths and Italians, and fpend 
the remainder of his days in the innocent plea- 
fures of philofophy and agriculture. Both treaties 
were entrufted to the hands of the ambaflador, 
on the frail fecurity of an oath not to produce 
the fecond till the firft had been pofitiyely re- 
jedled. The event may be eafily forefeen : Juf- 
tinian required and accepted the abdication of 
the Gothic King. His indefatigable agent re- 
turned from Conftantinople to Ravenna, with 
ample inflru6lions ; and a fair epiflle, which 
praifed the wifdom and generofity of the royal 
philofopher, granted his penfion, with the, af- 
furance of fuch honours, as a fubjedl and a 
catholic might enjoy; and wifely referred the 
final execution of the treaty, to the prefence and 
authority of Belifarius. But in the interval of 
fyfpenfe, two Roman generals, who had entered 
the province of Dalmatia, were defeated and 
flain by the Gothic troops. From blind and 
abje6]t defpair, Theodatus capricioufly rofe to 
grpundlefs and fatal prefumption *% and da^red 
to receive, with menace and contempt, the am^ 
baflador of Jufl;inian ; who claimed his promife, 

^' A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce^ AfricI capta mundus 
fcum nato peribit; a fentence of portentous ambiguity (Gothic. 1. i. c. ^,), 
VfYack has beeii publiihed in unknown charad^ers by Opfopaeus, an editor 
4>f the OTsLdes. The Pere Maltret has promifed a commentary ; but ail 
liit promi&s hav^ been vain and fruideis. 

. folicitecl 
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folicited the allegiance of his fubje6ls, and boldly CHAP, 
aflerted the inviolable privilege of his own cha- , _ ' _j 
ra6ler. The march of Belifarius difpelled this 
vifiouary pride ; and as the firft campaign ^* )vas 
employed in the reduction of Sicily, the invafion 
of Italy is applied by Procopius to the fecond 
year of the Gothic war ^K 

After Belifarius had left fufficient garrifons in Bdiiariuf 
Palermo and Syracufe, he embarked his troops J^Xt^Ld 
at Meffina, and landed them, without refiftance, reducei 
on the oppofite fliores of Rhegium. A Gothic ^^^^^ 
prince, who had married the daughter of Theo- 
datus, was ftationed with an army to guard the 
entrance of Italy ; but he imitated, without fcru- 
ple, the example of a fovereign, faithlefs to his 
public and private duties. The perfidious Eber- 
mor deferted with his followers to the Roman 
camp, and was difmiffed to enjoy the fervile ho- 
nours of the Byzantine court*^ From Rhegium 
to Naples, the fleet and army of Belifarius, a^- 
moft always in view of each other, advanced near 
three hundred miles along the fea-coaft. The 
people of Bruttium, Lucania, and Campania, whp 

** In his chronology imitated in fome degree firom Thucydides, Pro- 
copius begins each fpring the years of Juftinian and of the Gothic war; 
and his firft aera coincides with the firft of April ^3$* ^^^ '^ot 536, ac- 
cording to the Annals of Baronius (Pagi Grit. torn. ii. p. jj^. who is 
followed by Muratori and the editors of Sigonins). Yet in fome paf- 
fages we are at a lofs to ^reconcile the dates of Procopius with himfelf^ 
and with the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

^l The feries of the firft Gothic war is i^eprefented by Procopius (1. 1. 
c. 5 — 39. 1. ii. c. I — 30. 1. iii. c. I.) till the captivity of Vitiges. With 
the aid of Sigonhis (Opp. torn. i. de Imp. Occident. 1. xvii. xviii.) and 
Muratori (Annali D'ltalia, torn. y.)» I have gleaned fome few additional 
faas. 

^4 JomandeS) de Rebus Geticisy c. 60. p. .yo%» edit. Grot, and tom. u 
p. %^i» Muratori, de Succefs. Regn* p« S41. 
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CHAP, abhorred the name andreligionof the Goths, em* 
^^^* braced the fpeciousexcufe, that theirruined walls 
were incapable of defence ; the foldiers paid a 
juft equivalent for a plentiful market ; and curio- 
fity alone interrupted the peaceful occupations 
of the hufbandman or artificer. Naples, which 
has fwelled to a great and populous capital, long 
cliprifhed the language and manners of a Gre- 
cian colony ^^ ; and the choice of Virgil had en- 
nobled this elegant retreat, which attra6led ^e 
lovers of repofe and lludy, from the tioife, the 
• fmoke, and the laborious opulence of Rome"*. 
As foon as the place was invefted by fea and 
land, Belifarius gave audience to the deputies of 
the people, who exhorted him to difregard a con- 
quell unworthy of his arms, to feek the Gothic 
King in a field of battle, and, after his vi6lory, to 
claim, as the fovereign of Rome, the allegiance 
of the dependent cities. " When I treat with 
" my enemies," replied the Roman chief, with 
an haughty fmile, " I am more accuftomed to 
** give than to receive counfel : but I hold in one 
** hand inevitable ruin, and, in the other, peace 
" and freedom, fuch as Sicily now enjoys." The 
impatience of delay urged him to grant the moft 

*^ Nero (fays Tadtus/Annal. xv. 35.) Neapolim quafi Grsecam urbem 
delegit. One hundred and fifty years afterwards, in the time of Septi- 
xnius Severusy the Helleni/m of the Neapolitans is praifed by Philo^ 
tratus : yno; BXKmH ^ccu a^KUy cQa km tk; oTra^i tw Xo^onr EXXumjco* em) 
(Icon. 1. L p. 763. edit. Olear.). 

^ The otium of Naples is praifed by the Roman poets^ by Virgil, 
Horace, SUias Italicus, and Statius (Cluver. Ital. Ant. 1. iv. p.ii49, 
1 150.). In an elegant epiftle (Sylv. 1. iiL 5. p. 94 — 98. edi^ Ma^kland)^ 
Statius undertakes the difficult talk of drawing his wife from the plea- 
fures of Rome ^to that calm retreat. 

liberal 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



219 



• liberal terms ; his honour fecured their perform- chap. 
ance : but Naples was divided into two fa6lions ; ^^^* 
and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their 
orators, who, with much fpirit and fome truth, 
reprefented to the multitude, that the Goths 
would punifh their defedtion, and that Belifarius 
himfelf muft efl:eem their loyalty and valour. 

Their deliberations, however, were not perfectly 
free : the city was commanded by eight hundred 
' barbarians, whofe wives and children were de- 
< tained at Ravenna as the pledge of their fidelity ; 
and even the Jews, who were rich and numerous, 
refifl:ed, with defperate enthufiafm, the into- 
lerant laws of Juftinian. In a much later pg. 
riod, the circumference of Naples*' meafured 

• only two thoufand three hundred and fixty-three 
paces'^: the fortifications were defended, by pre- 
cipices or the fea ; when the aquedu6ls were in- 

-tercepted, a fupply of water might be drawn from 
wells and fountains ; and the ftock of provifioris 
was fufficient to confume the patience of the be- 
fiegers. At the end of twenty days, that of Beli- 
farius was almofl: exhaufl:ed, and he had recon- 

'ciled himfelf to the difgrace of abandoning the 
fiege, that he might march, before the winter 
feafon, againft Rome and the Gothic King. But 

, ^ ThiSr meafure was taken by Roger I. after the conqueft of Naples 
(A. D. ii39)» which he made the capital of his new kingdom (Gien- 

*none9 Iftoria Civile, torn. ii. p. 169.). That city^ the third in Chriilian 

^Europei is now at leaft twelve miles in circumference (Jul. Csefar Ca- 
paccii Hifl. Neapol. L i. p^ 47.) and contains more inhabitants (35 O9OO0) 

^in a given fpacer than any other fpot in the known world* 

*^ Not geometrical, but common, paces or fteps, of %2 French inches 
(D'Anville, Mefures Itineraires, p. 7, 8.): the 2^6^ do not make an 

•Englilh mile. 

hifl 
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CHAP, his anxiety was relieved by the bold curiofity of 
an Kaurian, who explored the dry channel of an 
aquedu6l, and fecretly reported, that a paffage 
might be perforated to introduce a file of armed 
fpldiers into the heart of the city* When the work 
had been filently executed, the humane general 
rilked the difcovery of his fecret, by a laft and 
fruitlefs admonition of the impending danger. 
In the darknefs of the night, four hundred Ro- 
mans entered the aquedu6l, raifed themfelves 
by a rope, which they fattened to an olive tree, 
into the houfe or garden of a folitary matron, 
founded their trumpets, furprifed the centinels, 
and gave admittance to their companions, who 
on all fides fcaled the walls, and burfl^ open the 
gates of the city. Every crime which is punifh- 
ed by focial jufl^ice, was pra6tifed as the rights 
of war ; the Huns were difl^inguiflied by cruelly 
and facrilege, and Belifarius alone appeared in 
the Afreets and churches of Naples, to moderate 
the calamities which he predifiled. " The gold 
*' and filver," he repeatedly exclaimed, " are the 
" juft rewards of your valour. But Ipare the in- 
*' habitants, they are Chriftians, they are fuppli- 
<« ants, they are now your fellow-fubje6ls. Re- 
" fl:ore the children to their parents, the wives 
** to their huftjands ; and fliew them by your ge- 
" nerofity, of what friends they have obfl:inately 
*« deprived themfelves." The city was faved 
by the virtue and authority of its conqueror % 

^ Belifarius was reproved by Pope SUverius for the maflacre. He 
repeopled Naples^ and imported colonies of African captives into Sicily» 
Calabria, and Apulia (Hift. Mifcell. hxvi. in Muratori> torn. i. p. I66» 

II and 
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and when the Neapolitans returned to their chap. 
houfes, they found fome confolation in the feeret ^^ ^ 
enjoyment of their hidden treafures. The barba- 
rian garrifon enlifted in the fervice of the Empe- . 
ror ; Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the 
odious prefence of the Goths, acknowledged his 
dominion; and the tufks of the Calydoniari 
boar, which were ftill Ihewn at Beneventum, 
are curioufly defcribed by the hiftorian of Be- 
lifarius^"*. 

The faithful foidiers and citizens of Naples had vkiges, 
expe6led their deliverance from a prince, who j^^^ 
remained the inadlive and almoft indifferent fjpec- A. D. 536. 
tator of their ruin. Theodatus fecured his perfon t^^^"^ 
within the walls of Rome, while his cavalry ad- ' 
vanced forty miles on the Appian way, and en- 
camped in the Pomptine marlhes ; which, by a 
canal of nineteen miles in length, had been 
recently drained and converted into excellent 
paftures '''* But the principal forces of the Goths 
were difperfed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ; 
and the feeble mind of their King was confound- . 
ed by the unfuccefsful event of a divination, 
which feenied to prefage the downfall of his em- 



'° Beneventum was built by Diomede, the nephew of Meleager (Clu- 
ter. tom.ii. p. 1x95, 1196,). The Caledonian hunt is a pi6lure of 
lai^ge life.(Ovidf Metamorph. Lviii.). Thirty or forty heroes were 
leagued againll a hog: the brutes (not the hog) quarrelled with a lady 
for the head. 

'* The Decennovium is ftrangely confounded by Cluvierius(toin.ii. 
p. 1007.) with the river Ufehs. It was in truth a canal of nineteen 
miles, from Foruni Appii to Terracina, on which Horace embarked in 
the night. The Decennovium which is mentioned by Lucan, Dion Caf- 
fiusy and Cafliodoriusy has been fufficiently ruined, reftored, and obli- 
terated (XyAnviUe, Analyfe de Tltalie, p. 185, &c,> 

pire. 
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CHAP, pire ^*. The mod abje6l flaves have arraigned 
^* the guilt or weaknefs of an unfortunate maften 
The character of Theodatus was rigorouflyfcruti- > 
nized by a free and idle camp of barbarians, con- 
cious of their privilege and power : he was de- 
clared unworthy of his race, his nation, and his 
throne ; and their general Vitiges, whofe valour . 
had been fignalized in the Illyrian war, was 
raifed with unanimous applaufe on the bucklers of., 
his companions. On the firft rumour, the abdi- 
cated monarch fled from the juftice of his coun- 
try ; but he was purfued by private revenge. A , 
Goth whom he had injured in his love, overtook . 
Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and^ regardlefs 
of his unmanly cries, flaughtered him, as he lay 
proftrate on the ground, like a vi6lim (fays the- 
hiliof ian) at the foot of the altar. The. choice of 
the people is the beft and purefl title to reign ^ 
over them : yet fuch is the prejudice of every 
age, that Vitiges impatiently wilhed to return to 
Ravenna, where he might feize, with the reluc- 
tant hand of the daughter of Amalafontha, fome 
faint ftiadow of hereditary right. A national, 
council was immediately held, and the new mo-, 
narch reconciled the impatient fpirit of the bar- 
barians, to a meafure of difgrace, which the mif- 
conduft of his predeceflbr rendered wife and; 
indifpenfable. The Goths confented to retreat 



" '' A Jew gratified his contempt and hatred for all the Chriiliansy by 
incloflng three bands^ each of ten hogs, and difcriminated by the names 
of Gothst Greeks, and Romans. Of the firft, almoft all were found 
dead — -almoft all the fecond were allve»-of the third, half diedy and 
the reft loft their briftles. No unfuitable emblem of the event. 

' in 
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in the prefence of a vidlorious enemy ; to delay chap. 
till the next Ipring the operations of offenfive ^ XLi. 
war ; to fummon their fcattered forces ; to relin- 
quifli their diftant poffeffions, and to trull even 
Rome itfelf to the faith of its inhabitants. Leu- 
deris, an aged warrior, was left in the capital 
with four thoufand foldiers; a feeble garrifon, 
which might have feconded the zeal, though it 
was incapable of oppofing the wifties, of the Ro- 
mans. But a momentary enthufiafm of religion 
and patriotifm was kindled in their minds. They 
farioufly exclaimed, that the apoftolic throne 
fhould no longer be profaned by the triumph or 
toleration of Arianifm ; that the tombs of the 
Caefars Ihould no longer be trampled by the 
favages of the north j and, without refle6ling, 
' that Italy muft fink into a province of Conftan- 
tinople, they fondly hailed the refloration of a 
Roman emperor as a new sera of /reedom and 
profperity. The deputies of the pope and clergy, 
of the fenate and people, invited the lieutenant 
of Juilinian to accept their voluntary allegiance, 
and to enter the city, whofe gates would be 
thrown open for his reception. As foon as Beli- 
farius had fortified his new conquefls, Naples 
and Cumae, he advanced about twenty miles to 
the banks of the Vulturnus, contemplated the 
decayed grandeur of Capua, and halted at the 
reparation of the Latin and Appian ways. The 
work of the cenfor, after the inceflant ufe of nine 
centuries. Hill preferved its primaeval beauty, 
and not a flaw could be difcovered in the large 
poliflied fl:ones, of which that folid, though nar- 
row 
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row road, was fo firmly compa6led ''K Belifarius^ 
however, preferred the Latin way, which, at a 
diftance from the fea and marlhes, fkirted in a 
fpace of one hundred and twenty miles along the 
foot of the mountains. His enemies had difap- 
peared: when he made his entrance through the 
Afinarian gate, the garrifon departed without, 
moleftation along the Flaminian way j and the 
city, after fixty years fervitude, was delivered 
from the yoke of the barbarians. Leuderis alone^ 
from a motive of pride or difcontent, refufed to 
accompany the fugitives ; and the Gothic chief, 
himfelf a trophy of the victory, was fent with the 
keys of Rome to the throne of the Emperor 
Juilinian '*. 

The firft days, which coincided with the old 
Saturnalia, were devoted to mutual congratula- 
tion and the public joy ; and the Catholics, pre- 
pared to celebrate, without a rival, the approach- 
ing feftival oif the nativity of Chrift. In the 
familiar converfation of an hero, the Romans ac- 
quired fome notion of the virtues which hiftory 
afcribed to their anceftora; they were edified by 
the apparent refpefil of Belifarius for the fucceflbr 



'3 Bergier (Hift. des Grands Chemins des Romains, torn. i. p. 221 — 
428. 440—444.) examines the ftru<5ture and materials, while D'Anville 
(Analyfe D'ltalie, p. 200—213.) defines the geographical line. 

'^ Of the firft recovery of Rome, the year (536) is certain, from the 
feries of events, father than from the corrupt, or interpolated, text of 
Procopiusr the montb (December) is afcertained by Evagrius (l.iv. 
c. 19.); and the day (the tenth) may be admitted on the flight evidence 
of Nicephorus Callifthus (1. xvii. c. 13.). For this accurate chronology, * 
we are indebted to the diligence and judgment of Pagi (torn. ii. p. 559, 
^6o.> , 

of 
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of St. Peter, and his rigid difcipline fecured ia c H A p 
the midft of war tlie bleflings of tranquillity and ^^^* 
juftice. They applauded the rapid fuccefs of his 
artos, which overran the adjacent country, as far 
as Narni, Perufia, and Spoleto ; but they trem- 
bled, the fenate, the clergy, and the unwarlike 
people, as foon as they underftood, that he had 
refolved, and would fpeedily be reduced, to fuf- 
tain a fiege againft the powers of the Gothic mo- 
ijarchy. The defigns of Vitiges were executed, 
during the winter feafon, with diligence and 
efFeft. From their ruftic habitations, from their 
diftant garrifons', the Goths aflembled at Raven- 
na for the defence of their country; and fuch 
were their numbers, that after an army had been 
detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hundred 
and fifty thouland fighting men marched under 
the royal ftandard. According to the degrees of 
rank or merit, the Gothic King diftributed arms 
and horfes, rich gifts, and liberal promifes ; he 
moved along the Flaminian way, declined the 
ufelefs fieges of Perufia and Spoleto, refpefted 
the impregnable rock of Narni, and arrived with* 
in two miles of Rome at the foot of the Milvian 
bridge. The narrow pafiage was fortified with a 
tower, and Belifarius had computed the value of 
the twenty days, which mufl: be loft in th6 con- 
ftru6lion of another bridge. But the confter- 
nation of the foldiers of the tower, who either fled 
or deferted, difappointed his hopes and betrayed 
his perfon into the moft imminent danger. At 
the head of one thoufand hojfe, the Roman ge- 
neral fallied from the Flaminian gate to mark the 
VOL. VII. Q ground 
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CHAP, ground of an advantageous pofition, and to fur- 
• vey the camp of the barbarians ; but while he ftill 
believed them on the other fide of the Tyber, he 
was fuddenly encompafled and aflaulted by their 
innumerable fquadrons. The fate of Italy de- 
pended on his life ; and the deferters pointed to 
the conQ)icuous horfe, a bay", with a white face, 
which he rode on that memorable day. " Aim 
" at the bay horfe," was Xhe univerfal cry. 
Every bow was bent, every javelin was dire6ted, 
againft that fatal obje6t, and the command was 
repeated and obeyed by thoufands who were ig- 
norant of its real motive. The bolder Barbarians 
advanced to the more honourable combat of 
fwords and ipears ; and the praife of an enemy 
has graced the fall of Vifandus, the flandard- 
bearer7% who maintained his foremoft ilation, 
till he was pierced with thirteen wounds, p^r-. 
haps by the hand of Belifarius himfelf. The Ro- 
man general was ftrong, aftive, and dextrous: 
on every fide he difcharged his weighty and mor^ 
tal fl:rokes : his faithful guards imitated his va- 
lour, and defended his perfon ; and the Goths, 
after the lofs of a thoufand men, fled before the 
arms of an hero. They were raflily purfued to 
their camp : and the Romans opprefled by mul* 

^ An hoife of a bay or red colour was ifyled ^aOio^ by the Greeks^ 
balan by the Barbariansy and fpadix by the Romans. Honefti Ipadicesy 
fays Virgil (Georgic. 1. iii. 72. with the Obfervations of Martin and 
Heyne). Zvct^^i or fiotiovs fignifies a branch of the palnKreet whofe 
namet ^n^f is fynonymous to red (Aulus GeUius^ ii* 26.). 

7^ I interpret fiocv^ockot^ioiy not as a proper name> but an office^ fian- 
dardbearer, from bandum (vexillum)^ a Barbaric word adopted by the 
Greeks and Romans (Paul Diacon. 1. i. c. ao. p. 760. Grot. Nomina 
Gothica, p« 575. Ducange^ OloiT. Latin. tom.i. p. 5399 540.)> 

10 titudes, 
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titttdes, made a gradual, and at length a preci- chap, 
pitate retreat to the gates of the city : the gates . ^' , 
were fliut againil the fugitives ; and the public 
terror was increafed, by the report, that Belifarius 
was flain. His countenance was indeed disfi- 
gured by fweat, duft, and blood ; his voice was 
boarie, his ftrength was almoft exhaufted ; but 
his unconquerable fpirit ftill remained ; he im- 
parted that Spirit to his defponding companions ; 
and their laft defperate charge was felt by the fly- 
ing Barbarians, as if a new army, vigorous and en- 
tire, had been poured from the city. The Fla- Valour of 
minian gate was thrown open to a real triumph ; "** 

but it was not before Belifarius had vifited every 
poft, and provided for the public fafety, that he 
could be perfuaded'by his wife and friends, to 
tafte the needful refreflimehts of food and fleq). 
In the more improved (late of the art of war, a 
general is ieldom required or even permitted to 
diQ>lay the perfimal prowefs of a foldier j and 
the example of Beliiarius may be added to th« 
rare examples of Henry IV^of Pyrrhus, and of 
JUexander. 

After this firft and unfiiccefsful trial of their His de- 
ei^emies, 1^ whole army of the Goths pafled the ^"^® ^ 
Tyber, and formed the fiege of the city, which 
continued above a y«ar, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the fevere com- 
pafsof the geogra^er define the circumference 
of Rome within a line of twelve miles and three 
hundred and forty-five paces ; and that cir<;um- 
ference, except in the Vatican, has invariably 
been the iaooie from the triumph of Aurdian to 

Q 3 the 
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CHAP, the peaceful but obfcure reign of the modern 
t - -^ popes". But in the day of her greatnefs, the 
fpace within her walls was crowded with habita- 
tions and inhabitants ; and the populous fuburbs, 
that ftretched along the public roalds, were dart-, 
ed like fo many rays from one common centre. 
Adverfity fwept away thefe extraneous orna*^ 
ments, and left naked and defolate a confiderable 
part even of the feven hills. Yet Rome in it» 
prefent ftate could fend into the field above 
thirty thoufand males of a military age '* ; and, 
notwithftanding the want of difcipline and exer- 
cife, the far greater part, inured to the hardfhips 
of poverty, might be capable of bearing arms for 
the defence of their country and religion. The 
prudence of Belifarius did not negleft this im- 
portant refource. His foldiers were relieved by 
the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched 
while tket/ Ilept, and laboured while thetf repofed: 
he accepted the voluntary fervice of the braveft 
and moft indigent of the Roman youth ; and the 
companies of townfmen fometimesreprefented,in 
a vacant poft, the prefence of the troops which 
hadbeendrawnaway tomore eflential duties. But 
his juft confidence Wjas placed in the veterans 

'" M» D'AnviUe has giveiiy m the Memoin of the Academy far the 
year 1756 (torn. xxx. p. 198 — %z6*), a plan of Rome on a finaller icalet 
bnt hr more accurate ihaai that which he had ddfakeated in 1738 for 
Hojlin's hifiory. Experienoe had improved his knowledge ; and in- 
Aead of Roffi's topography, he ufed the new and excellent map of 
. NolH; Flia/s old meaiure of xiii muft be reduced to viii miles. It is 
cafier to alt^r a text, tha^ to remove hills or buildings. 

^^ In the year 1709, Labat (Voyages en Italie, jtc!m.iii. p.ai8.) 
reckoned 138,568 Chr^an fouls, befides 8 or 10,000 Jews— without 
fi)ul8 ?— In the year J7631 the Dumbers exceeded jdoyobo. 

who 
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who had fought under his banner in the Periian chap; 

XT I 

and African wars ; and although that gallant ^^ ; 
band was reduced to five thoufand men, he un- 
dertook, with fuch contemptible numbers, to de- 
fend a circle of twelve miles, againft an army of 
one hundred and fifty thoufand Barbarians. In 
the walls of Rome, which Belifarius conftru6led 
or reftored, the materials of ancient architedlure 
may be difcerned ^^ j and the whole fortification 
was completed, except in a chafm ftill extant 
between the Pincian and Raminian gates, which 
the prejudices of the Goths and Romans left under 
the effectual guard of St. Petei' the apoftle '^ 
The battlements or baftions were fhaped in fharp 
angles ; a ditch, broad and deep, protected the 
foot of the rampart; and the archers on the ram- 
part were affifted by military engines ; the bali/la^ 
a powerful crofs-bow, which darted Ihort but 
mafly arrows ; the onagriy or wild affes, which, 
on the principle of a fling, threw flones and bul- 
lets of an enormous fize ^\ A chain was drawn 
acrofs the Tyber ; the arches of the aquedu6ls 
were made impemous, and the mole or fepulchre 



''9 The accurate eye of Nan&ii (Roma Andca, i. i. c. viii. p. 31.) . 
could diitinguifli the tumultuarie opera di Behfario. 

^ The Mure and leanmg in, the upper part of the wall) which Pfo- 
copius obferved (Goth. 1. i. c. 13.), is viGble to the prefent hour (Do- 
nat. Roma Vetus, 1. L c. 17. p. $3* 54>)* 

*' Lipfius (Opp. torn. iii. Poliorcet. L iii.) was ignorant of this clear 
and cofifpicuous pailage of Procopius (Goth. L i. c, 21.). The engine 
was named wccypg^ the wild afs, a calcitrando (Hen. Steph. Thefaur. 
Linguae Gnec. tom.iL p. 13409 I34i. torn* iii. p» 877.). I havefeen an 
ingenious model, contrived and executed by General Melvillt^ which 
snitates or furpailes the art of antiquity. 

Q 3 of 
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c H A P. of Hadrian '* was converted, for the firft time, to 
^ -^^ ^ the ufes of a citadel. That venerable ftru6lure, 
wtiich contained the aflies of the Antonines, was 
a circular turret rifing from a quadrangular bafis: 
it was covered with the white marble of Paros, 
and decorated by the flatues of gods and heroes;, 
and the lover of the arts muft read with a figh, 
that the works of Praxiteles or Lyfippus were 
torn from their lofty pedeflals, and hurled into 
the ditch on the heads of the befiegers ^\ To 
each of his lieutenants, Belifarius affigned the 
defence of a gate, with the wife and peremptory 
inftru6lion, that, whatever might be the alarm, 
they fhould fleadily adhere to their r^pe6tive 
polls, and truil their general for the fafety of 
Rome. The formidable hoft of the Goths was 
infufficient to embrace the ample meafure of the 
city ; of the fourteen gates, feven only were inr 
veiled from the Praeneftine to the Flaminiaa 
way; and Vitiges divided his troops into fix 
camps, each of which was fortified with a ditch 
and rampart. On the Tufcan fide of the rivefj^ 
a feventh encampment was formied in the field 
or circus of the Vatican, for the important pur- 
poie of commanding the Milvian bridge and the 

** The defcription of this maufoleum, or mole> in Ftocopius (1. i^ 
c. 2S')9 is the firfl and beft. The height above the walls o^^gSv ej Xiflt» 
iSoXny. On Nolli's great plan, the fides meafure 260 EnglLfh feet. 

^^ Ptaxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was his own mafr 
terpiece. Rdme now contains above thirty of the fame chara^er* When 
the ditch of St Angelo was cleanfed under Urban VHI. the workmen 
found the deeping Faun of the Barberini palace; hut a leg, a thigh, and 
^he right arm, had been broken from that beautiful ftatue (Winkelman> 
Hiil. de I'Art) torn* ii. p. 52, 53. tom.iii. p. 265.). 

courfe 
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courfe of the Tyber; but they approached with chap. 
devotion the adjacent church of St. Peter ; and ^ _ , ^ 
Hie threihold of the holy apoilles was re:Q>e6ted 
during the fiege by a Chriftian enemy. In the 
ages of vi6tory^ as often as the fenate decreed 
fome diflant conqueft, the conful denounced hof- 
tilities, by unbarring, in folemn pomp, the gates 
of the temple of Janus ^\ Domeftic war now 
rendered the admonition fuperfluous, and the 
ceremony was fup^rfeded by the eftablifhment 
of a new religion. But the brazen temple of 
Janus was left (landing in the forum ; of a fize 
fufficient only to contain the.ftatue of the god, 
five cubits in height, of a human form, but with 
two faces dire&ed to the eaft and weft. The 
double gates were likewife of brafs ; and a fruit- 
leis effort to turn them on their rufty hinges, re- 
vealed the fcandalous fecret, that fome Romans 
were ftill attached to the fuperflition of tlieir 
anceftors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the befiegers, Repuifes a 
to provide all the inftruments of attack which f^^ ^ 
antiquity had invented. Fafcines were prepared the Gotha. 
to fill the ditches, fcalingJadders to afcend the 
walls. The largeft trees of the foreft fupplied 
the timbers of four battering-rams ; their heads 
were armed with iron ; they were fufpended by 
ropes, and each of them was worked by the la^ 
hour of fifty men. The lofty wooden turrets 

'* Frocopius has given the beft deicription of the temple of Janus, a 
national deity of Latiiim (Heyne, Excurs. v. ad L yii. JBneid*). It was 
once a gate in the primitiye city of Romulus and Numa (NarcKni, p. 13. 
^56. 32^»y Virgil has defcribed the ancient ritei like a poet and an anti- 
quarian. 

Q 4 . moved 
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CHAP, moved on wheels or rollers, and formed a ipa* 
^^^- cious platform of the level of the rampart. On 
the morning of the nineteenth day, a general at- 
. tack was made from the Praeneftine gate to the 
Vatican : feven Gothic columns, witli their mili- 
tary engines, advanced to the afiault ; and the 
Romans who lined the ramparts, lidened with 
doubt and anxiety to the cheerful aflurances of 
their commander. As foon as the enemy ap- 
proached the ditch, Belilarius himfelf drew the 
firft arrow ; and fuch was his ftrength and dex- 
terity, that he transfixed the foremoft of the 
Barbarian leaders. A ihout of applaufe and 
vi6lory was re-echoed along the wall. He drew 
a fecond arrow, and the ilroke was followed with 
the lame fuccefs and the' fame acclamation. The 
Roman general then gave the word, that the 
archers ihould aim at the teams of oxen ; they 
were inftantly covered with mortal wounds; the 
towers which they drew, remained ufele& and 
immoveable, and a fingle moment difconcerted 
the laborious projects of the King of the Goths. 
After this difappointment, Vitiges ftill conti- 
nued, or feigned to continue the aflault of the 
Salarian gate, that he might divert the attention 
of his adverlary, while his principal forces more 
ftrenuoufly attacked the Pra?neftine gate and the 
fepulchre of Hadrian, at the diftance of three 
miles from each other. Near the former, the 
double walls of the Vivarium ®^ were low or 

^ Plvarum was an angle in the new wall inclofed fpr wild beafU. 
(Procopius, Goth. I. i. c. 23.). The fpot is fiill vifible in Nardini (L iv. 
c. %. p. 159, z6o«) ^d Nolli's great plan of Rome. 

16 broken; 
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broken; thefortificationsofthelatter were feebly chap. 
guarded: the vigour of the Goths was excited by ^^• 
the hope of vidlory and Ipoil ; and if a fingle poft 
had given way, the Romans, and Rome itfelf, 
were irrecoverably loft. This perilous day was the 
moft glorious in the life of Belifarius. Amidft tu- 
mult and difmay, the whole plan of the attack and 
defence was diftin£ily prefent to his mind ; he ob- 
ferved the changes of each inftant, weighed every 
poffible advantage, tranfported his perfon to the 
fcenes of danger, and communicated his fpirit in 
calm and decifive orders. The conteft was fiercely 
maintained from the morning to the evening; the 
Goths were repulfed an all fides, and each Roman 
might boaft, that he had vanquifiied thirty Barba- 
rians, if theftrangedifproportion of numbers were 
not counterbalanced by the merit of one man. 
Thirty thoufand Goths, according to the confe£> 
fion of their own chiefs, perifiied in this bloody 
adtion: and the multitude of the wounded was 
equal to that of the flain. When they advanced 
to the aflault, their clofe diforder fuffered not a 
javelin to fall without efifedl; and as they retired, 
the populace of the city joined the purfuit, and 
flaughtered, with impunity, the backs of their fly- 
ing enemies* Belifarius inftantly fallied from the Hb faiiiei. 
gates; and while the foldiers chaunted his name 
and vi6lory, the hoftile engines of war were re^- 
duced to aflies. Such was the lofs and confterna- 
tion of the Goths, that, from this day, the fiege 
of Rome degenerated into a tedious and indolent 
blockade; and they were inceflantly harafled by 
the Roman general, who, in frequent flcirmifhes, 

deftroyed 
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CHAP deftroyed above five thou&nd of their bravefl 
' troops. Their cavalry was unpradlifed in the ufe 
of the bow ; their arches ferved on foot ; and 
this divided force was incapable of contending 
with their adveriaries, whofe lances and arrows, 
at a diftance, or at hand, were alike formidable. 
The confumate ikill of Belifarius embraced the 
favourable opportunities: and as he choiie the 
ground and the moment, as he prefled the charge 
or founded the retreat '% the fquadrons which 
he detached were feldom unfuccefsful. Thefe 
partial advantages difiufed an impatient ardour 
among the foldiers and people, who began to feel 
the hardfbips of a fiege, and to difregard the 
dangers of a general engagement. Each plebeian 
conceived himfelf to be an hero, and the infant- 
try, who, fince the decay of difcipline, were re- 
j^ed from the line of battle, alpired to the 
ancient honours of the Roman legion. Belifarius 
praifed the fjpirit of his troops, condemned their 
prefomption, yielded to their clamours, and pre* 
pared the remedies of a defeat, the poffibility of 
which he alone had courage to fuipe£l;. In the 
quarterof the Vatican,the Romans prevailed; and 
if the irreparable moments had not been wafted 
in the pillage of the camp, they might have o«cu^ 
pied the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic hoft. On the other fide of the 

^ For the Roman trumpet and its various notes, confult Lipfius, de 
Militi^ Romani (Opp* tom.iii. l.iv. Dialog, x. p*ia5 — xft9-)* A 
mode of diftinguifhJng the charge by the horfe^trumpet of folid brafi, 
and the retreat by the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood* was 
recommended by FhKppiuS) and adopted by Belifarius (Goth. L ii. 

Tyber, 
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Tyber, Beliikrius advanced from the Pincian and chap. 
Salarian gates. But his army, four thouland fol- , J^^ 
diers perhaps, was lofl in a fpacious plain ; they 
were encompaffed and oppreffed by freih multi-^ 
tudes, who continually relieved the broken rank& 
of the Barbarians. The valiant leaders of the 
infantry were unikilled to conquer; they died: 
the retreat (an hafly retreat) was covered by the 
prudence of the general, and the vi£l;ors ftarted 
back with affright from the formidable afpedl of 
an armed rampart. The reputation of Beli&riua 
was unfiiUied by a defeat ; and the vain confi- 
dence of the Goths was not lefs ferviceable to 
his defigns, than the repentance and modefty of 
the Roman troops. 

From the moment that Belifarius had deter- Diftreft of 
mined to fuflain a fiege, his affiduous care pro-^*^' 
yided Rome againft the danger of famine, more 
dreadful than the Gothic arms. An extraordi- 
nary fupply of corn was imported from Sicily: the 
barvefts of Campania and Tufcany were forcibly 
i^ept for the ufe of the city : and the rights of 
private property were infringed by the ftrong plea 
of the public &fety. It might eafily be forefeen 
that the enemy would intercept the aquedu6ls ; 
and the ceflation of the water-mills was the firfi 
inconvenience, which was ipeedily removed by 
mooring large veffels, and fixing mill-ftones in 
the current of the river. The flream was foon 
embarraifed by the trunks of trees, and polluted 
with dead bodies : yet fo effectual were the pre- 
cautions of the Roman general, that the waters 
pf the Tyber ftill continued to give motion to 

the 
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CHAP, the mills and drink to the inhabitants ; the more 



^'^^^ diftant quarters were fupplied from domellic 



wells ; and a befieged city might fupport, with- 
out impatience, the privation of her public baths* 
A large portion of Rome, from the Praeneftine 
gate to the church of St. Paul, was never in- 
vefted by the Goths ; their excurfions were re- 
ftrained by the aftivity of the Moorifh troops : 
the navigation of the Tyber and the Latin„ 
Appian, and Oftian ways, were left free and un- 
molefted for the introdu6tion of corn and cattle, 
or the retreat of the inhabitants, who fought a 
refuge in Campania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve 
himfelf from an ufelefs and devouring multitude, 
Belifarius iffued' his peremptory orders for the 
inilant departure of the women, the children, and 
Haves ; required his foldiers to difniifs their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allow- 
ance, that one moiety ihould be given in provi- 
fions, and the other in money. His forefight was 
juftified by the increafe of the public diftrefs, as 
foon as the Goths had occupied two important 
pofts in the neighbourhood of Rome. By the lofs 
of the port, or, as it is now called, the city of 
Porto, he was deprived of the country on the right 
of the Tyber, and the beft communication with 
the fea j and he refle6led with grief and anger, 
that three hundred men, could he have fpared 
fuch a feeble band, might have defended its im- 
pregnable works. Seven miles from the capital, 
between the Appian and the Latin ways, two 
principal aquedu6ls croflSng, and again croffing 
each other, inclofed within their folid and lofty 

arches 
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arches a fortified lpace'% were Vitiges eftabliihed chap, 
a camp of feven thoufand Goths to intercept the ^^^^ 
convoys of Sicily and Campania. The granaries 
of Rome were infenfibly exhaufted, the adjacent 
country had been, wafted with fire and fword ; 
fuch fcanty fupplies as might yet be obtained by 
hafty excurfions, were the reward of valour, and 
thepurchafe of wealth: the forage of the horfes, 
and the bread of the foldiers, never failed ; but 
in the laft months of the fiege, the people were 
expofed to the miferies of fcarcity, unwholefome 
food ^% and contagious diforders. Belifarius (aw 
and pitied their fufferings \ but he had forefeen, 
and he watched the decay of their loyalty, and 
the progrefs of their difcontent. Adverfity had 
awakened the Romans from the dreams of gran- 
deur and freedom, and taught them the humi- 
liating leflbn, that it was of fmall moment to 
their real happinefs, whether the name of their 
mafter was derived from the Gothic or the Latin 
language. The lieutenant of Juftinian liftened to 
their juft complaints, but he rejed;ed with difdain 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; reprefled their 
clamorous impatience for battle ; amufed them 

^ Procopius (Goth. Lii. c. 3.) has foi^got to name thefe aquedudls: 
nor can fuch a double interfedlion^ at fuch a diiiance from Romcy be 
clearly afcertained from the writings of Frontinus Fabretti and Efcjii- 
aardy de Aquis and de Agro Romano^ or from the local maps of La* 
met! and Cingolani. Seven or eight miles from the city (50 fladia)* on 
the road to AIbano> between the Latin and Appian way8» I difcem the 
remains of an aqueduA (probably the Septimian)» a feries (630 paces) 
of arches twenty-five feet high (v>|^t>Xw ea-oyav). 

^ They made faufitges^ aX^orafy of mule's flefh: unwholefome^ if 
the animaU had died of the plague. Otherwife the famous Bologna 
iauiages are faid to be made of afs fielh (Voyages de Labati tom.iL 

with 
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CHAP, with the profpedt of fure and fpeedy relief; and 
, ^ ' ^ fecured himfelf and the city from the effe6ls of 
their de:Q)air or treachery. Twice in each month 
he changed the ftation of the ofScers to whom 
the cuftody of the gates was committed : the 
various precautions, of patroles, watch- words, 
lights, and mufic, were repeatedly employed to 
difcover whatever paffed on the ramparts ; out- 
guards were pofled beyond the ditch, and the 
tnifty vigilance of dogs fupplied the more doubt- 
ful fidelity of mankind. A letter was intercepted, 
which aflured the King of the Goths, that the 
Afinarian gate, adjoining to the Lateran church. 
Exile of ^o"^ld be fecretly opened to his troops. On the 
PopeSyi- proof or fufpicion of treafon, feveral fenators 
wms, ^^j.^ baniflied, and the Pope Sylverius was fum- 
Nov. 17. moned to attend the reprefentative of his fove- 
reign, at his head-quartersin the Pincian palace '^. 
The ecclefiaftics who followed their bifhop, were 
detained in the firft or fecond apartment ^°; and 
he alone was admitted to the prefence of Bdi- 
&rius. The conqueror of Rome and Carthage 
was modeilly feated at the feet of Antontna, 
who reclined on a ftately couch : the general 
was filent, but the voice of reproach and menace 

^' The name of the palacey the hilly and the adjoining gate» were all 
derived from the fenator Pincius. Some recent veftiges of temples and 
churches are now fmoothed in the garden of the Miiums of theTrinita 
del Monte (Nardiniy 1. iv. c. 7* p. 196. Efchinard, p. 2099 210. the old 
pkn of Bu^dinoy and the great plan of Nolli.). Belifarias had fixed 
his ftation between the Pincian and Salarian gates (PhKop. Goth. Li- 
c, I5.> 

^ From the mention of the primum et fecundum yelum» it flioold 
ieem that Belifariusy even in a fiege^ reprefented the Emperor^ and main- 
tained the proud ceremonial of the Byzantine palace. 

iflued 
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iflued from the mouth of his imperious wife. CHIAB. 
Accufed by credible witoeffes, and the evidence ™* 
of his own fubfcription, the fucceflbr of St. Peter 
was deQ>oiled of his pontifical ornaments, clad 
in the mean habit of a monk, and embarked, 
without delay, for a diflant exile in the Eaft. 
At the Emperor's command, the clergy of Rome 
proceeded to the choice of a new bifhop ; and 
after a folemn invocation of the Holy Ghoft, 
ele3;ed the deacon Vigilius, who had purchafed 
the papal throne by a bribe of two hundred 
pounds of gold. The profit, and confequently 
the guilt, of this fimony, was imputed to Beli- 
iarius : but the hero obeyed the orders of his 
wife ; Antonina ferved the paflions of the Em- 
prefs ; and Theodora lavifhed her treafures, in 
the vain hope of obtaining a pontiff hoftile or 
indiffereirt to the council of Chalcedon *'. 

The epiftle of Beli^irius to the Emperor an- Deliver- 
nounced his vifitory, his danger, and his refolu- ^^-^ 
tion. ^* According to your commands, we have 
" entered the dominion^ of the Goths, and re- 
" duced to your obedience, Sicily, Campania, 
" and the city of Rome, but the lofs of thefe 
" conquefls will be more disgraceful than their 
" acquisition was glorious. Hitherto we have 
" fuccefsfully fought againfl the multitude of 
** the Barbarians, but their multitudes may 
** finally prevail. ViSlory is the gift; of Provi- 

^ Of this adl of facnlegey Procopius (Goth. 1. u c. 25.) is a dry and 
reln^nt witnefs. The narratives of Liberatus (Bremriumy c. %%•) and 
Anafiafios (de Vit. Pont p. 39.) are charadleriilic) but paffionate. Hear 
the execrations of Cardinal I^onius (A«D« $369 No. 123. A. D« 5389 
No.4—' ao.}: porteatuiDi facinus omni execratione dignum. 

dence. 
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c H A P. *^ dence, but the reputation of kings and ge- 
^^^' " nerals depends on the fuccefs or the failure 
" of their defigns. Permit me to {peak with 
^* freedom : if you wifli that we ihould live, 
" fend us fubfiflenee ; if you defire that we 
^* fhould conquer, fend us arms, horfes, and 
" men. The Romans have received us as 
** friends and deliverers : but in our prefent dif- 
" trefs, tJiei/ will be either betrayed by their 
** cpnfidence, or we fliall be oppreffed by their 
** treachery and hatred. For myfelf, my life is 
*' confecrated to your fervice : it is yours to re- 
^* fle<3;, whether my death in this fituation will 
** contribute to the glory and prolperity of your 
** reign." Perhaps that reign would have been 
equally profperous, if the peaceful mailer of the 
Eaft had abftained from the conqueft of Africa 
and Italy, but as Juilinian was ambitious of 
fame, he made fome efforts, they were feeble 
and languid, to fupport and refcue his vi6lo]:i- 
ous general. A reinforcement of fixteen hun- 
dred Sclavonians and Huns was led by Martin 
and Valerian ; and as they had repofed during 
the winter feafon in the harbours of Greece, 
the ftrength of the men and horfes was not im- 
paired by the fatigues of a fea-voyage ; and they 
diflinguflied their valour in the firft fally againft 
the befiegers. About the time of the fummer 
folftice, Euthalius landed at Terracina with 
large fums of money for the payment of the 
troops ; he cautioufly proceeded along the Ap- 
pian way^ and this convoy entered Rome through 

the 
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the gate Capena^% while Belifarius, on the other chap 
fide, diverted the attention of the Goths by a ^^* 
vigorous and fuccefsful Ikirmilh. Thefe feafon- 
able aids, the ufe and reputation of which were 
dexteroufly managed by the Roman generals- 
revived the courage, or at leaft the hopes of 
the foldiers and people. The hiftorian Proco- 
pius was difpatched with an important commif- 
fion, to colle6l the troops and provifions which 
Campauia could furnifli, or Conftantinople had 
fent J and the fecretary of Belifarius was foon fol- 
lowed by Antonina herfelf ^% who boldly tra- 
verfed the polls of the enemy, and returned with 
the oriental fuccours to the relief of her hulband 
,and the befieged city. A fleet of three thoufand 
Ifaurians cafli anchor in the bay of Naples, and 
afterwards at Ofl;ia. Above two thoufand horfe, 
of whom a part were Thracians, landed at Ta- 
rentum ; and, after the jundlion of five hundred 
foldiers of Campania, and a train of waggons 
laden with wine and flour, they dire6led their 
inarch on the Appian way, from Capua to the 
neighbourhood of Rome. The forces that ar- 
rived by land and fea, were united at the mouth 
of the Tyber. Antonina convened a council of 
war: it was refolved to furmount with fails and 
oars, the adverfe fl^ream of the river : and the 
Goths were apprehenfive of difl^urbing, by any 

^' The old Capena was removed by Aurellan to» or near> the modem 
gate of St. Sebaftian (See NoUi's phui). That memorable fpot has been 
confecra^ed by the Egerian grove, the memory of Numa,' triumphal 
archesy the fepulchres of the Sclpios, Metelli, &c. 

^^ The expreffion of Procopius has an invidious caft— tu;^^ f« Ta 
a9^o^{^$ Tr^l^ ff^un avfjifinaxiiAiimv xapc^ioKut (Goth. L ii. c. 4.). Yet he is 
fpeaking of a woman. 
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tkth hoftilities, the negociation to Whieh Beliik« 
rius had craftily liftened. They creduloufly be-i 
lieved that they (aw no rtibre than the vanguard 
of a fleet and army, which already covered the 
Ionian fea and the plains of Campania ; and the 
illuflon was fupported by the haughty language 
of the Roman general, when he gave audience 
to the ambafladors of Vitiges, After a fpecious 
difcourfe to vindicate the juftice of his caufe, 
they declared that, for the fake of peace, they 
were difpofed to renounce the pofleflion of Si- 
cily. " The Emperor is not lefs generous,'* re- 
plied his lieutenant, with a difdainful fmile, " in 
** return for a gift which you no longer poffefs : 
" he prefents you with an ancient province of the 
" empire; he refigns to the Goths the fovereignty 
" of the Britifli ifland." Belifarius reje6led with 
equal firmnefs and contempt the offer of a tri- 
bute ; but he allowed the Gothic ambafladors to 
feek their fate from the mouth of Juftinian him- 
felf ; and confented with leeming reludlance, to 
a truce of three months, from the winter foMice 
to the equinox of fpring. Prudence might not 
fafely trufli either the oaths or hofl:ages of the 
barbarians, but the confcious fuperiority of the 
Roman chief was e^jprefled in the diftribution of 
BcKfarius bis troops. ' As foon as fear or hunger compelled 
recovers the Gotlis to cvacuatc Alba, Porto, and Centum- 
cities^of cellae, their place was infl^antly fupplied; the gar- 
lt»Jy* rifons of Narni, Spoleto, and Perufia, were rein- 
forced, and the feven camps of the befiegers were 
gradually encompafled w^ith the calamities of a 
fiege. The prayers and pilgrimage of Datius, 

15 Bifbop 
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Bifhop of Milan, were not without effe6l ; and he c h A ?• 

obtained one thoufand Thracians and Ifaurians, . ^^^• 

to affift the revolt of Liguria againfl her Arian 

tyrant. At the fame time, John the Sanguinary^*, 

the nephew of Vitalian, was detached with two 

thouiand chofen horfe, firft to Alba on the Fucine 

lake, and afterwards to the frontiers of Picenum 

on the Hadriatic fea. ** In that province," faid 

Belilaritis, " the Goths have depofited their 

^* families and treafures, without a guard or the 

^* fufpicion of danger. Doubtlefs they will 

•* violate the truce : let them feel your prefence, 

*« before they hear of your motions. Spare the 

^* Italians ; fuffer not any fortified places to re- 

** main hollile in your rear ; and faithfully re- 

** ferve the fpoil for an equal and common par- 

** tition. It would not be reafonable," he added 

with a laugh, " that whilft we are toiling to the 

** deftru6lion of the drones, our more fortunate 

** brethren ihould rifle and enjoy the honey." 

The whole nation of the Oftrogoths had been The Goths 
aifembled for the attack, and was almofl entirely ^^^^ *^^ 
confumed in the fiege of Rome. If any credit Rome, 
be due to an intelligent fpeftator, one-third at A.D.538, 
leaft of their enormous hoft was deftroyed, in fre- 
quent and bloody combats undei" the walls of the 
city. The bad fame and pernicious qualities of 
the fummer air, might already be imputed to the 
decay of agriculture and population; and the evils 
of famine and peftilence were aggravated by their 
own licentioufnefs, and the unfriendly dilpofition 

9* Anafbfius (p.40.) ha$ preferved this tfpith«t oi Smt^umtrins^ Mrhidi 
tnight do honour to a tyger. 

R a of 
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CHAP, of the country. While Vitiges ftruggled Tvith his 
fort4ine ; while he heiitated between ihame and 
ruin; his retreat was haftened by domeftic 
alarms. The King of the Goths was informed 
by trembling meflengers, that John the Sanguin- 
ary fpread the devaftations of war from the Ap- 
penine to the Hadriatic ; that the rich ipoils 
and innumerable captives of Picenum were 
lodged in the fortifications of Rimini ; and that 
this formidable chief had defeated his uncle, in- 
fuUed his capital, and feduced, by fecret correC- 
pondence, the fidelity of his wife, the imperious 
daughter of Amalafontha. Yet, before he retired, 
Vitiges made a laft effort, either to ftorm or tofur- 
prife the city. A fecret paffage was difcovered 
in one of the aquedu6ls ; two citizens of the Va- 
tican were tempted by bribes to intoxicate the 
guards of the Aurelian gate ; an attack was me- 
. ditated on the walls beyond the Tyber in a place 
which was not fortified with towers; and the 
barbarians advanced, with torches and fcaling- 
ladders, to the afTauit of the Pincian gate. But 
every attempt was defeated by the intrepid vigi- 
lance of Belifarius and his band of veterans, who, 
in the mofl perilous moments, did not regret the 
abfence of their companions; and the Goths, alike 
tieflitute of hope and fubfiflence, clamoroufly 
urged their departure, before the truce fhouldex- 
pire, and the Roman cavalry fhould again be 
xmited. One year and nine days after the com- 
fnencement of the fiege, an army fo lately flrong 
and triumphant, burnt their tents, and tumultu- 
ouHy repaffed the Milvian bridge. They repafled 

not 
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not with impunity : their thronging multitudes c H A F. 
oppreffed in a narrow paflage, were driven head- ^^^* 
long into the Tyber, by their own fears and the 
purfuit of the enemy; and the Roman general^ 
fallying from the Pincian gate, inflifted a fevere 
and difgraceful wound on their retreat. The 
flow length of a fickly and delponding hoft was 
heavily dragged along the Plaminian way ; from 
whence the barbarians were fometimes com- 
pelled to de\aate left they fliould encounter the 
hoftile garrifons that guarded the high road to 
Rimini and Ravenna, Yet fo powerful was this 
flying army, that Vitiges fpared ten thoufand 
men for the defence of the cities which he was 
moft folicitous to preferve, and detached his 
nephew Uraias, with an adequate force, for the 
chaftifement of rebellious Milan. At the head 
of his principal army, he befieged Rimini, only 
thirty-three miles diftant from t^ie Gothic capi- 
tal, . A feeble rampart, and a fliallow ditch, 
were maintained by the flcill and valour of John 
the Sanguinary, who fliared the danger and fa- 
tigue of the meaneft foldier, and emulated, on 
a theatre lefs illuftrious, the military virtues of 
his great commander. The towers and batter- j^feRi* 
ing engines of the barbarians were rendered mini. 
ufelefs ; their attacks were repulfed j, and the 
tedious blockade, which reduced the garrifon to 
the laft extremity of hunger, afforded time for 
the union and marchvof the Roman forces. A 
fleet which had furprifed Ancona, failed along 
the coaft of the Hadriatic, to the relief of the 
befieged city. The eunuch Narfes landed in 
R 3 Pigenuni, 
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CHAP. Picenum with two thoufand Heruli and five 
^^^f^f^ thoufand of the braved troops of the Eaft, The 
rock of the Appenine was forced ; ten thoufand 
veterans moved round the foot of the mountains, 
under the command of Belifarius himfelf ; and a 
new army, whofe encampment blazed with in- 
numerable lights, appeared to advance along the 
Flaminian way. Overwhelmed with ailonifli- 
ment and defpair, the Goths abandoned the fiege 
of Rimini, their tents, their ftandards, and their 
leaders ; and Vitiges, who gave or followed the 
Retire to example of flight, never halted till he found a 
Ravenna, fl^gj^er withiu the walls and moraffes of Ravenna. 
Jeaioufy To thefc walls, and to fome fortreffes deflitute 
of the Ro- of any mutual fupport, the Gothic monarchy was 
rais, aTd. now reduccd. The provinces of Italy had em- 
538- braced the party of the Emperor ; and his army, 
gradually recruited to the number of twenty 
thoufand men, muft have atchieved an eafy and 
rapid conqueil, if their invincible powers had 
not been weakened by the difcord of the. Ro- 
man chiefs. Before the end of the fiege, an 
a61; of blood, ambiguous and indifcreet, fuUied 
the fair fame of Belifarius. Prefidius, a loyal 
Italian, as he fled from Ravenna to Rome, was 
rudely fl;opped by Conft;antine, the military go- 
vernor of Spoleto, and defpoiled, even in a 
church, of two daggers richly inlaid with gold 
and precious fl:ones. As foon as the public 
danger had fubfided, Prefidius complained of 
the lofs and injury: his complaint was heard, 
but the order of refl:itution was difobeyed by 
the pride and avarice of the offender. Exaipe- 

rated 
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tated by the delay, Prefidiup boldly arrefted the C HA p. 
geoeml's horfe as he pafled through the forum ; ^^* 
and with the fpirit of a citizen, demanded the 
common benefit of the Roman laws* The 
honour of Belifarius was engaged } he fumf- 
moned a council } claimed the obedience of hi^ 
fubordinate officer; and was provoked, by m 
infolent reply, to call haftily for the prefence oi^ 
his guards. Conftantine, viewing their entrance 
as the fignal of death, drew his fword, and ruflied 
on the general, who nimbly eluded theflroke,and 
was protected by his friends ; while the defperate 
aflaffin was difarmed, dragged into a neighbour* 
ing chamber, and executed, or rather murdered> 
by the guards, at tlie arbitrary con^mand of Be- 
lifarius ^^ In this hafty aft of violence, the guilt ^^^ ©^ 
of Conftantine was no longer remembered } the ^^^ 
deipair and death of that valiant officer wet*e 
fecretly imputed to the revwge of Antonina ^ 
and each of his colleagues, confcious of the fame 
rapine, was apprehenfive of the fame fate. The 
fear of a common enemy fuipended the efiefts 
of their envy and difcontent ; but in the conlGU 
dence of approaching viftory, they inftigated » 
powerful rival to oppofe the ^nqueror of Rome 
and Africa. From the domafiic fervic^ of the The eu*^ 
palace, and the adminiftratjon of the private re» Narifes. 
venue, Naries the eunuch was fijddeiily exalted 

^ This tranfa<5tion is related in the public hifiory (Goth. 1. ii. c. 8.} 
with candour or caution; in the Anecdotes (c. 7.) with malevolence 
or freedom ; but Makelfinus, or rathier his contimiator (in Chipn.)^ cafts 
JT ihade of premeditated aflUfinfttion over the death <^ Cooftaadne. He 
had performed good fervice at Rxwne and %>oieto (^recop. Ootii. 1. i. 
c. 7* 14.); but AlemaiBiUf confou&ds him with 4 Cowll wi wam ^mt 
iUbuli. 

E 4 to 
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c H A P. to the head of ah army ; and the fpirit of ail 
V - '^ hero, who afterwards equalled the merit and 
glory of Belifarius, ferved only to perplex the 
. operations of the Gothic war. To his prudent 
counfels, the relief of Rimini was afcribed by 
the leaders of the difcontented fa6tion, who ex- 
horted Narfes to affume an independent and fe- 
parate command. The epiftle of Juftinian had 
indeed enjoined his obedience to the general ^ 
but the dangerous exception, " as far as may be 
*' advantageous to the public fervice/* referved 
fome freedom of judgment to the difcreet fa- 
vourite, who had fo lately departed from the 
facred and familiar converfation of his fovereign. 
In the exercife of this doubtful right, the eunuch 
perpetually diffented from the opinions of Beli- 
farius; and, after yielding with relu6lance to the 
fiege of Urbino, he deferted his colleague in the 
night, and marched away to the conqueft of the 
JEirielian province. The fierce and formidable 
bunds of the Heruli were attached to the perfon 
of Narfes ^ ; ten thoufand Romans and confe- 
derates were perfuiaded to march under his ban- 
ners ; every malecontent embraced the fair op- 
portunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs ; and the remaining troops of Belilarius 
were divided and difperfed from the garrifons of 
Firmnefs Sicily to the fliores of the Hadriatic. His fldU 
rity oT*^ and perfeverance overcame every obflacle : Ur- 



Belifarius. 



^ They refufed to ferve after his departure; fold their captives and- 
cattle to the Goths; and fwore never to fight againft them. Phx:o- 
piul introduces a curious digreffion on the manners and adventures of 
this wandering nation» a part of whom finally emigrated to Thule or. 
Scandinavia (Goth. Lii. ci4> I5«)* 

bino 
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bino was taken, the fieges of Faefulae, Orvieto, chap. 
and Auximum, were undertaken and vigoroufly ^ ^ 
profecuted ; and the eunuch Narfes was at length 
recalled to the domeftic cares of the palace. All 
diffenfions were healed, and all oppofition was 
fubdued, by the temperate authority of the 
Roman general, to whom his enemies could not 
refufe their eileem; and Belifarius inculcated 
the falutary leffou, that the forces of the ftate 
fhould compofe one body, and be animated by 
one foul. But in the interval of difcord, the 
Goths were permitted to breathe ; an important 
feafon was loft, Milan was deftroyed, and the 
northern provinces of Italy were afBi6ted by an 
inundation of the Franks. 

When Juftinian firft meditated the conqueft of jnvafion 
Italy j he fent ambaffadors to the kings of the of Italy 
Franksj and abjured them, by the common ties of ^l^ 
alliance and religion, to join in the holy enter- A.D. 
prife againft the Arians. The Goths, as their ^^^* ^^^' 
wants were more urgent, employed a more effec- 
tual mode of perfuafion, and vainiy ftrove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchafe the 
fiiendlhip, or at leaft the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation *^ But the arms of Belifa- * 
rius, and the revolt of the Italians, had no fboner 
fhaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodebert 
of Auftrafia, the moft powerful and warlike of 
the Merovingian kings, wasperfuadedtofuccour 
their diftrefs by an indire6l and feafonable aid. 

9' This national reproachof perfidy (Rrocop. Goth. L iL c. 15.) offends 
the ear of La Mothe le Vayer (tora. viii. p. 163-^x65 .> who criticifes, 
as if he had not readj the Greek hiHorian. 

Without 
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CHAP. Without expecting the confent of their fovereiga, 
v^r^' ^^^ thoufand Burgundians, his recent fubgefts, 
defcended from the Alps, and joined the troops 
which Vitiges had fent to challife the revplt of 
Milan. After an obllinate fiege, the capital of 
Liguria was reduced by famine, but no capitula- 
tion could be obtained, except for the fafe retreat 
of the Roman garrifon. Datius, the ortliodox 
biihop, who had feduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion'® and ruin, efcaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court"''; but the clergy, perhaps 
the Arian clergy, were flaughtered at the foot of 
their own altars by the defenders of the Catholic 
faith. Three hundred thoufand males were re- 
parted to be flain '~ ; the female fex, and the 
more precious Ipoil, was religned to the Bur- 
Deftnio gundians j and the houfes, or at lead the walls of 
ti^ofMi. Milan, were levelled with the ground. The 
Goths, in their lafl moments, were revenged by 
the deftru6lion of a city, fecond only to Rome in 
iize and opulence, in the Iplendour of its build-* 
dings, or the number of its inhabitants; and 
Belifarins fympathized alone in the £»te of his 
deferted and devoted friends. Encouraged by 

^ Baronius applauds his treafoni ^d juftifies the Catholic biihops — 
qui ne fub heretico principe degant omnem lapidem movent — an ufeful 
caution. The more rational Muratori (Aimali d^taJia^ torn. v. p. 54.) 
hints at the guilt of perjuiyyaxid blames ft leaft the im/rir^n^tf of Datius. 

^ St. Datius was more fuccefsful againft devils than againft Barba- 
rians. He travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied at ConaA 
a large houie (Baroaiust A. D. 53^9 No. 89. A. D. 5399 No. 90.). 

^^ Mvpto^E? TpiaxovTft (compare Procopius, Goth. 1. iL c. 7. ai.}» 
Yet iuCh population is incredible; and the fecond or third city of Italy 
seed not repine if we only decimate the numbers of the pre&nt text. 
Both Milan' and Genoa revived in lefs than thirty years (Paul Diacon. 
de Qeitia Langobard. 1. ii. c. jS.}. 

this 
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this fuccefsful iiiroad, Theodebert himfelf, in the chap. 
enfuing fpring, invaded the plaias of Italy with ^* 
an army of one hundred thoufand Barbarians *°'. 
The King, and fome chofen followers, were 
mounted on horfeback, and armed with lances ; 
the infantry, without bows or fpears, were fatisfied 
with a ihield, a fword, and a double-edged battle- 
axe, which, in their hands, became a deadly and 
unerring weapon^ Italy trembled at the march 
of the Franks ; and both the Gothic prince and 
the Roman general, alike ignorant of their de- 
figns, folicited with hope and terror, the friend- 
fliip of thefe dangerous allies. Till he had fecured 
the paflage of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, the 
grandfon of Clovis diffembled his intentions, 
which he at length declared, by aflkulting, almoft 
at the fame inftant, the hoflile camps of the 
Romans and Goths. Inftead of uniting their 
arms, they fled with equal precipitation ; and the 
fertile, though defolate provinces of Liguria and 
iEmilia, were abandoned to a licentious hoft of 
Barbarians, whofe rage was not mitigated by any 
thoughts of fettlement or conqueft. Among the 
cities which they ruined, Genoa, not yet con- 
ilrufted of marble, is particularly enumerated : 
and the deaths of thoufands, according to the 
regular pra6lice of war, appear to have excited 
lefe horror than fome idolatrous facrifices of 
women and children, which were preformed 
with impunity in the camp of the mofl Chrifl:ian 

'®' Befides Procopius, perhaps too Roman, fee the Chronicles of Ma- 
rius and MarcellinuS) Jomandes (in Succefs. Regn. in Muratori, torn. i« 
p. 241.), and Gregory of Tours (1. iii, c. 3 a. in torn. ii. of the Hiftorian$ 
of France). Gregory fi^ppofes a defeat of Belifarius, who, in Aimoiny 
(de GelUs Franc. 1. ii. c. 23. in torn. iii. p*59»)y is (lain by the Franks, 

king. 
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CHAP. king. If it were not a melancholy truth, that 
\_^^'_f 'he firft and moil cruel fufFerings muft be the lot 
of the innocent and helplefs, hiftory might exult 
in the mifery of the donquerors, who, in the 
midft of riches, were left deftitute of bread or 
wine, reduced to drink the waters of the Po, and 
to feed on the flefh of diftempered cattle. The 
dyfentery fwept away one-third of their army ^ 
and the clamours of. his fubjefl:s, who were im- 
patient to pafs the Alps, difpofed Theodebert to 
liften with refpeft to the mild exhortations of 
Belifarius, The memory of this inglorious and 
deftruftive warfare was perpetuated on the medals 
of Gaul ; and Juftinian, without unflieathing his 
fword, affumed the title of conqueror of the 
Franks. The Merovingian prince was offended 
by the vanity of the Emperor ; he affe6led to 
pity the fallen fortunes of the Goths ; and his 
infidious offer of a foederal union was fortified 
by the promife or menace of defcending from 
the Alps at the head of five hundred thoufand 
men. His plans of conqueft were boundlels 
and perhaps chimerical. The King of Auftrafia. 
threatened to chaftife Juftinian, and.to march to 
the gates of Conftantinople '^* : he was over- 
thrown and flain '"^ by a wild bull '°% as he bunted 
in the Belgic or German forefts. 

As 

'^ AgathiaS) 1. i. p. X49 15. Could he have fedaced or fubdued the 
Gepids or Lombard^ of Pannonia, the Greek hiflorian is confident that 
he muft have been deftroyed in Thrace. 

»o3 The King pointed his fpear— the bull overturned a tree on his 
head — he expired the fame day. Such is the ftory of Agathias; but 
the original hiftorians of France (torn. iL p. 202. 403.558. 667.) impute 
his death 'to a fever. 

'°* Without lofing myfelf in a labyrinth of fpecies and names— the 
fturochs} urus> bifons^ bubalus, bonafus} bufialo} &c* (BuiTony Hift. Nat* 

tom* 
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As foon as Belifarius was delivered from his c h A P. 
foreign and domeilic enemies, he ferioufly applied , ^^^ 
his forces tD the final reduction of Italy. In the Beiifanu* 
fiege of Ofimo, the general was nearly tranf* ^^^^ 
pierced with an arrow, if the mortal ilroke had not 
been intercepted by one of his guards, who loft,, in 
that pious office, the ufe of his hand. The Goths 
of Ofimo, four thoufand warriors, with thofe of 
Fsefulae and theCottian Alps, were among the laft 
who maintained their independence; and their 
gallantrefiftance, which almoft tired the patience, 
deferved the efteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refufed to fubfcribe the fafe condu6l which 
theyaftced, to join their brethren of Ravenna; but 
they faved, by an honourable capitulation, one 
moiety at leaft of their wealth, with the free alter- 
native of retiring peaceably to their eftates, or 
enlifting to ferve the Emperor in his Perfian wars. 
The multitudes which yet adhered to the ftand- 
ard of Vitiges, far furpaffed the number of the Ro- 
man troops; but neither prayers, nor defiance, 
nor the extreme danger of his moft faithful fub- 
jefts, could tempt the Gothic King beyond the 
fortifications of Ravenna. Thefe fortifications 
were, indeed, impregnable to the affaults of art or 
violence; and when Belifarius invefted the capi- 
tal, he was foon convince that famine only could 
tame the ftubborn fpirit of the Barbarians. The 
fea, the land, and the channels of the Po, were 
guarded by the vigilance of the Roman general ; 

torn. XI. and Supplement^ torn. liL vi.)} it is certain^ that in the fixth cen- 
tury a large 'wild fpecies of homed cattle was hunted in the great forefts 
of the Vofges in Lorraine> and the Ardennes (Greg. Turon. torn. ii. 1. x« 
c. 10. p. 369.). 

and 
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CHAP, and his morality extended the rights of war to the 
> _ \_f pradiice of poifoning the waters "% and fecretly 
firing the granaries*°**ofabefieged city '°'. While 
he preffed the blockade of Ravenna, he was fur- 
prifed by the arrival of two ambafladors from- 
Conftantinople, with a treaty of peace, which 
Juftinian had imprudently figned, without 
deigning to confult the author of his viftory. 
By this difgraceful and precarious agreement, 
Italy and the Gothic treafure were divided, and 
' the provinces beyond the Po were left with the 
regal title to the fucceffor of Theodoric. The 
ambafladors were eager to accomplifh their fa- 
lutary commiffion; the captive Vitiges accepted, 
with tranlport, the unexpe6bed offer of a crown; 
honour was lefs prevalent among the Goths, 
than the want and appetite of food; and the Ro- 
man chiefs, who murmured at the continuance 
of the war, profefied implicit fubmiffion to the 
commands of the Emperor, If Belifarius had 

'^' In the (lege of Auximumy he firft laboured to demolifh aa old 
aquedudtt and then call into the dreamy i. dead bodies; %, nuichieroui 
herbs; and 3. quicklimey which is named (lays Procopiusy Lii. c. ^9.) 
moLvo^ by the ancients; by the modems ocoCcro^. Yet both words are 
nfed as fynonimons in Galen, Diofcoridesy and Lucian (Hen. Steplh 
Thefaur. Ling. Orsec, torn. iii. p. 748. 

'^*^ The Goths fufpe(5led Mathafuintha as an accomplice in the mif^ 
chief, which perhaps was occafioned by accidental lightning. 

'^7 In ffai^t philofophy, a limitation of the rights of war (terns to im* 
ply nonfenfe and contradi<5lion. Grotius himfdf is loft in an idle di»- 
tinAlon between the jus naturae and the jus gentium, between poiibn and 
infedtion. He balances in one fcale the paflagesof Homer(OdyiL A. 259. 
&c.) and Florus (Uii. c* ao. No. 7. ult.); and in the other, the examples 
of Solon (Paufanias, 1. x. c. 3 7.) and Belifarius. See his- great wotk De 
Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. iii. c. 4. £ 15, 169 17. and in Baibeyrac's verlion. 
tom. ii. p. 25 7> &c.). Yet I can underftand t'-e benefit and validity of 
an agreement, tacit or exprefs, mutually to abftain from certain modes of 
hoftUity. See the Amphidfyonic oith in Efchinesy de Falsi Legations 

poflefled 
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poffefled only the courage of a foldier, the laurel chap. 
would have been fnatched from his hand by 
timid and envious counfels; but in this decifive 
inotnent, he refolved, with the magnanimity of a 
ilatefman, to fuftain alone the danger and merit of 
generous difobedience. Each of his officers gave 
a written opinion, that the fiege of Ravenna was 
impra6ticable and hopelefs: the general then re- 
je&>ed the treaty of partition, and declared his 
own refolution of leading Vitiges in chains to the 
feet of Juftinian. The Goths retired with doubt 
and difmay: this peremptory refufal deprived 
them of the only fignature which they could truft, 
and filled their minds with a juft apprehenfion, 
that a fagacious enemy had difcovered the full ex- 
tent of their deplorable ftate. They compared the 
fame and fortune of Belifarius with the weaknefs 
of their ill-fated king; and the comparifon fug- 
gelled an extraordinary projeft, to which Viti- 
ges, with apparent refignation, was compelled to 
^icquiefce. Partition would ruin the ftrength, 
«xile would difgrace the honour, of the nation; 
but they offered their arms, their treafures, and 
the fortifications of Ravenna, if Belifarius would 
difclaim the authority of a mafter, accept the 
choice of the Goths, and alfurae, a* he had de- 
ferved, the kingdom of Italy. If the falfe luflre of 
adiadem could have tempted the loyalty of afaith- 
ful fubje6t, his prudence muft have fbrefeen the 
inconftancy of the Barbarians, and his rational 
:Simbition would prefer the fafe and honourable 
ilation of a Roman general. Even the patience 
and feeming fatisfadlion with which he enters 

tained 
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CHAP, tained a propofal.of treafon^ might be fufceptible 
i^^^} ^f ^ malignant interpretation. But the lieutenant 
of Juilinian was confcious of his own re6litude; 
he entered into a dark and crooked path, as it 
might lead to the voluntary fubmiffion of the 
Goths; and his dexterous policy perfuaded them 
that he was difpofed to comply with their wiflies, 
without engaging an oath or a promife for the per- 
formance of a treaty which he fecretly abhorred. 
,The day of the furrender of Ravenna was flipu- 
lated by the Gothic ambaffadors: a fleet, laden 
with provifions, failed as a welcome gueil into 
Subdues the decpcft recefs of the harbour : the gates were 
thk Wng- op^^ned to the fancied King of Italy ; and Beli- 
dom of farius, without meeting an enemy, triumphantly 
^^' marched through the flreets of an impregnable 
December! city'®^ The Romans were aflonifhed by their 
fuccefsj the multitude of tall and robuft Barba- 
rians were confounded by the image of their own 
^ patience; and the mafculine females, fpittingin 
the faces of their fons and hufbands, moft bitterly 
reproached themfor betraying their dominionand 
freedom to thefe pygmies of the fouth, contempt- 
ible in their numbers, diminutive in their ftature» 
Before the Goths could recover from the firH 
furprife, and claim the accomplifliment of their 
doubtful hopes, the vi6lor efl:abli(hed his power 

*°' Ravenna was taken» not in the year 540, but in the latter end of 
'539; and Pagi (torn. iL p. 5 69.) is redkified by Muratori ( Annali d'ltaliat 
torn. v. p. 6».)» who provesy fh>m an original ad^ on papyrus (Anti- 
quit. ItJiae Medii JSvi) tom^ii. diflert. xxxii. p. 999 — 1007.- Mafiei^- 
liloria Diplomat, p. 155 — i6c.)» that before the third of January 5409. 
peace and free correfpondence were reil^Mred between Ravenna and 
Faenza. 

in 
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in ]^avenna,beyond the danger of repentance and c H A v: 
revolt, Vitiges, who perhaps had attempted to . ^^ ^'1 
efcape, was honourably guarded in his palace '°^ } captivity 
the flower of the Gothic youth was felefted for the ^ ^itigeij. 
fervice of the Emperor ; the remainder of the peo- 
ple was difmifled to their peaceful habitations ik 
the fouthern provinces ; and a colony of Italians 
was invited to replenifli the depopulated city» 
The fubmiffion of the capital was imitated in *the 
towns and villages of Italy, which had not been 
fubdued, or even vifited, by the Romans ; and 
the independent Goths who remained in arms at 
Pavia and Verona, were ambitious only to become-- 
the fubje6ls of Belifarius, But his inflexible loy- 
alty rejected, except as the fubfl:itute of Juftinian, 
their oaths of allegiance ; and he was not offend- 
ed by the reproach of their deputies, that he 
rather chofe to be a flave than a king. 

Afterthefecond victory of Belifarius, envy again Retum 
whifpered, Jufl:inian liftened, and the hero was of Bd^^ 
recalled. ** The remnant of the Gothic war was rius. 
•* no longer worthy of his prefence : a gracious 
*^ fovereign was impatient to reward his fervices, 
^^ and to confult his wifdom ; and he alone was 
** capable of defending the Eaft againfl: the innu- 
** merable armies of Perfia." Belifarius under- 
ftood the fufpicion, accepted the excufe, em- 
barked at Ravenna his ipoils and trophies ; and 

"'^ He was feized by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or facrament 
-was pledged for'his fafety in the Bafilica Julii (Hift. Mifcell^^l, xvii, in 
Muratori, torn. i. p. lo;.), Anaftafius (in Vit. Pont. p. 40.) gives a dark 
but probable account. Montfaucon is quoted by Mafcou (Hift. of the 
Germans, xii. ai.) for a votive fhield rcprefenting the captivity of Vi» 
fSges, and now in the collec^on of Signor Landi at Rome. 

VOL. VII. s proved 
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CHAP- proved by his ready obedience, that fuch an 
^^ , abrupt removal from the government of Italy 
was not lefs unjuft than it might have been indiC* 
creet. The Emperor received with honourable 
courtefy, both Vitiges and his more noble con- 
fort : and as the King of the Goths conformed 
to the Athanafian faith, he obtained, with a rich 
inheritance of lands in Afia, the rank of fenator 
and patrician "*'. Every fpe^tator admired, with- 
out peril, the ftrength and flature of the young 
barbarians: they adored the ftrength and majefly 
of the throne, and promifed to flied their blood 
in the fervice of their benefa6ton Juftinian de- 
pofited in the Byzantine palace the treafures of 
the Gothic monarchy. A flattering fenate was 
fometimes admitted to gaze on the magnificent 
lpe6lacle ; but it was envioufly fecluded from the 
public view; and the conqueror of Italy re* 
nounced, without a murmur, perhaps without a 
figh, the well-earned honoursof afecond triumph. 
His glory was indeed exalted above all external 
pomp ; and the faint and hollow praifes of the 
court were fupplied, even in a fervile age, by the 
relpeft and admiration of his country. When- 
ever he appeared in the ftreets and public places 
of Conftantinople, Belifarius attra6l;ed and fatis- 
fied the eyes of the people. His lofty ftature and 
majeftic countenance fiilfiUed their expedlations 
of an hero ; the meaneft of his fellow-citizens 

"" Vitiges lived two years at Conftantinople) and imperatoris in af- 
fedld conviBus (or conjundlus) rebus exceffit hmnanis. His widow^ 
Hatbafiunt<h thf wife and mother of the patricians, the elder and 
yoiinger Germanus, united the ftreams of Anidan and Amali Uood 
(JcNnandeSf c* 6o. p. a2Z* in Muratori, tonui.). 

were 
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If^ere emboldened by his gentle and gracious de- chap. 
ineanour ; and the martial train which attended ^^^' 
his footfteps, left his perfon more acceffible than 
in a day of battle. Seven thoufand horfemen, 
inatchleis for beauty and valour, were maintain* 
fed in the fervice, and at the private expence, of 
the general '". Their prowefs was always coni. 
Ipicuous in fingle combats, or in the foremoft 
ranks ; and both parties confetfed, that in the 
fiege of Rome, the guards of Belifarius had alone 
vanquiflied the Barbarian hoft. Their numbers 
l¥ere continually augmented by the braveft and 
moft faithful of the enemy; and his fortunate 
captives^ the Vandals, the Moors, and the Goths, 
emulated the attachment of his domeftic foU 
lowers^ By the union of liberality and juftice, 
he acquired the love of the foldiers, without alien- 
ating the afie6iions of the people. The fick and 
Wounded were relieved with medicines and 
money J and ftill more efficacioufly, by the heal- 
ing vifits and fmiles of their commander. The 
lois of a weapon or an horie was inftantly re»- 
paired, and each deed of valour was rewarded by 
the rich and honourable gifts of a bracelet or a 
collar, which were rendered more precious by 
the judgment of Belifarius. He was endeared to 
the hulbandmen, by the peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed under the fliadow of his ftandard. 
Inftead of being injured, the country was en- 

'*' Procopiusy Goth. L ill. c. i. Aimoln, a French monk of the xith 
tentmyt who had obtained; and has disfigured, fome authentic informa- 
tion of BeliJariusy mentions; in his name, iz^oco ptieri or flaves-— quos 
propriis alimus ftipendiis — beiides 1 8^000 foldiers (Hiftonans of France^ 
torn. iii. De Geftis Franc« L iL c. 6. p. /^Z.), 

$ 2 riched 
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CHAP, ricbed by the march of the Roman armies ; and 
^^^ fuch was the rigid difcipline of their camp, that 
not an apple was gathered from the tree, not a 
path could be traced in the fields of corn. Beli- 
farius was chafte and fbber. In the licence of a 
military life, none could boaft that they had feen 
him intoxicated with wine : the moft beautiful 
captives of Gothic or Vandal race were offered 
to his embraces ; but he turned afide from their 
<jharms, and the hulband of Antonina was never 
fulpedled of viokting the laws of conjiigal fide- 
lity. The Ipeftator and hiftorian of his exploits 
has obferved, that amidf^ the perils of war, he was 
daring without raihnefs, prudent without fear, 
flow or rapid according to the exigences of the 
moment 4 that in the deepeil diftrefs, he was ani- 
mated by real or apparent hope, but that he was 
modeft and humble in the moft profperous for- 
tune. By thefe virtues, he equalled or excelled 
' the ancient matters of the military^art Viftory, 
by fea and land, attended his arms. He fubdued 
Africa, Italy, and the adjacent iflands, led away 
captives the fucceffors of Genferic and Theo- 
doric } filled Conftantinople with thfe fpoils of 
their palaces, and in the fpace of fix years reco- 
vered half the provinces of the Weftern empire. 
In his fame and merit, in wealth and power, he 
remained, without a rival, the firft of the Roman 
fubjedls : the voice of envy coiild only magnify 
his dangerous importance ; and the Emperor 
might applaud his own difcerning fpirit which 
had difcovered and raifed the genius pf Belir 
iarius. 

It 
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It was the cuftom of the Romair triumphs, that char 
a flave fliould be placed behind the chariot to re- ^ _ -"^ 
mind the conqueror of the inftability of fortune, Secret hi^ 
and the infirmities of human nature. Proeopius, ^^ ^ 
in his Anecdotes, has affumed that fervile and toninsu 
imgrateful office. The generous reader may caft 
away the libel, but the evidence of fa6ls will ad- 
here to his memory; and he wiU reluctantly con- 
fefs, that the fame, and even the virtue of Beli- 
iarius, were polluted by the lull and cruelty of 
his wife ; and that the hero deferved an appel- 
lation which may not drop from the pen of the 
decent hiflorian. The mother of Antonina "* 
was a theatrical proftitute, and both her father 
and grandfather exercifed at Theflalonica and 
Conftantinople, the vile, though lucrative pro- 
feflion of charioteers. In the various fituations 
of their fortune, fhe became the companion, the 
enemy, the fervant, and the favourite of the 
Emprefs Theodora; thefe loofe and ambitious 
females had been connected by fimilar pleafures; 
they were feparated by the jealoufy of vice, and 
at length reconciled by the partnerfliip of guilt. 
Before her marriage with Belifarius, Antonina 
had one hufband and many lovers ; Photius, the 
fbn of her former nuptials, was of an age to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf at the fiege of Naples ; and it was 
not till the autumn of her age and beauty "^ that 

flie 

"' The diligence of Alemannus could add but little to the four firft 
and moft curious chapters of the Anecdotes. Of thefe ilrange Anec- 
dotesy a part may be truey becaufe probable— and a part true» be- 
caufe improbably. Proeopius muft have Anown the former^ and the 
latter he could fcarcely i»'z;^/. 

"^ Proeopius infinuates (Anecdot. c.4.)that9 wheii Belifarius returned 

to Italy (A«D. 543)1 Antonina was fizty years of age. A forced^ but 

s g iQor» 
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c H A P. ihe indulged a fcandalous attachment to a Thra* 
, ^^' J cian youth. Theodofius had been educated in the 
Her lover Eunomiau herefy ; the African voyage was coHt 
^codor fecrated by the baptifm and auipicious name of 
the firft foldier who embarked; and the prpfeiyte 
was adopted into the femily of his Spiritual pa- 
rents"*, Belifarius and Antonina. Before tljey 
touched the Ihores of Africa, this holy kindred 
degenerated into fenfual love ; and as Antonina 
foon overleaped the bounds of modefty and caii- 
tion, the Roman general was alone ignorant of 
his own diihonour. During their refidence at 
Carthage, he furprifgd the two lovers in a fub- 
terraneous chamber, folitary, warm, and almofl 
naked. Anger ilafhed froin his eyes. ** With 
** the help of this young man,^^ laid the unbluflir 
ing Antonina, " I was fecreting our moft pre- 
*^ cious eifefts from the knowledge of Juftinian.*' 
The youth refumed his garments, and the pious 
hufband confented to dilbelieve the pyidence of 
iiis own fenfes* From this plealing and perhaps 
voluntary delufipn, Belifarius was awakened at 
Syracufe, by the oflScious infbrniation pf ]Mace- 
donia; and that female attendant, after requiring 
an oath for her fecurity, produced two chamber? 
lains, who, like herfelf, had often beheld the 
adulteries of Antonina. An hafty flight into 

Afia faved Theodofius from the juftice pf an in- 

■^ 

more polite cpnftru<5^ioii9 which refers tha^^te to the moment when 
he was writing (A. D* 559)9 would be compatible with the manhood of 
Photius (Gothic. |.i. c. ip.) in 536. 

, "^ Compare the Vandalic War (1. L c. x&.) with the Anecdote (c L) 
and Alemanus (p. a> 3.). This mode of baptifinal adoptioti wa* 
revived by Leo the philofopher. 

10 ^ure4 
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jured hufbandy Who had fignified to one Of his chap. 
guards the order of his death ; but the teats of ; ^^^' 
Antonina, and her artful fedu6tions, aflured 
-the credulous hero of her innocence; and he 
ilooped, againft his faith and judgment, to aban- 
don thofe imprudent friends who had prefumed 
to accufe* or doubt the chaftity of his wife. The 
revenge of a guilty woman is implacable and 
bloody: the unfortunate Macedonia, with the 
two witnefles, were fecretly arretted by the mi- 
fiiiler of her cruelty : their tongues were cut 
out, their bodies were hacked into fmall pieces, 
and their remains were cad into the fea of Sy- 
racufe : A raih though judicious faying of Con- 
ftantine, " I would fooner have puniflied the 
*^ adultrefs than the boy,** was deeply remem- 
bered by Antonina : and two years afterwards, 
when defpair had armed that officer againfl his 
general, her fanguinarji advice decided and haf* 
tened his execution. Even the indignation of 
Photius was not forgiven by his mother ; the 
exile of her fon prepared the recal of her lover; 
and Theodofius condefcended to accept the 
preffing and humble invitation of the conqueror 
of Italy. In the abfolute dire6tion of his houfe- 
hold, and in the important commiffions of peace 
and war "% the favourite youth moft rapidly ac- 
quired a fortune of four hundred thoufand 
pounds flerling ; and after their return to Con- 
ftantinople, the paffion of Antonina, at leaft, 

> "'In November 537^ Phodus arrefied the pope (Liberat. Brev. c. aa. 
FagL torn. iL p. 56a.)> About the end of 5399 Belifiuitts fent Theo* 
dofius-— TOP n^ oiju^ 17. otvfv tf ffWT»— on an important and lucrative 
cofnipMBcm to Rayqana (Goth. L iL c.i8.> 

t 4 con« 
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continued ardent and unabated. But fear, de- 
votion, and laflitude, perhaps, infpired Theo- 
dofius with more ferious thoughts. He dreaded 
the bufy fcandal of the capital, and the indiC. 
creet fondnefs of the wife ot Belifarius ; efcaped 
from her embraces, and retiring to Ephefus, 
fliaved his head, and took refuge in the fane- 
tuary of a monaftic life. The defpair of the 
new Ariadne could fcarcely have been excufed 
by the death of her hufband. She wept, fhe 
tore her hair, flie filled the palace with her cries; 
^^ flie had loft the deareft of friends, a tender, a 
*< faithful, a laborious friend !*' But her warna 
entreaties, fortified by the prayers of Belifarius, 
were infufficient to draw the holy monk from 
the folitude of Ephefus. It was not till the 
general moved forward for the Perfian war, that 
TheodojGius could be tempted to return to Con- 
ftantinople; and the fh^rt interval before the 
departure of Antonina herfelf was boldly de- 
voted to love and pleafure. 
Uefent- ^ philofopher may pity and forgive the infir- 

ment of mities of female nature, from which he receives 
Sdlier ^^ ^^^^ iJ^jury ; but contemptible is the hufband 
fon Pho- who feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in 
^^*' that of his. wife. Antonina purfued her fon' with 

implacable hatred; and the gallant Photius"^ 
was expofed to her fecret perfecutions in the 
camp beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own 
Wrongs, and by the difhonour of his blood, he 

"* Theophanes (Chrono^ph. p. 204.) ftyles hbn PhoHnus^ the ibxi^ 
in-law of Belilarius; an(k1ie is copied by the Hiiloria MifceUa and 
Anaftafius. 

cafl 
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<*aft away in liis turn the fentiments of nature, chap. 
^nd revealed to Belifarius the turpitude of a ^^' 
i^omaxi who had violated all the duties of a 
mother and a wife. From the furprife and in- 
dignation of the Roman general, his former cre- 
dulity appears to have been fincere: he embraced 
the knees of the fon of Antonina, adjured him to 
remember his obligations rather than his birth, 
and confirmed at the altar their holy vows of re« 
venge and mutual defence. The dominion of 
Antonina was impaired by ab&nce; and when ihe 
met her hufband, on his return from the Perfian 
confines, Belifarius, in his firft and tranfient emo- 
tions, confined her perfon, and threatened her 
life. Photius was more refolved to puniih, and 
lefe prompt to pardon 5 he flew to Ephefus ; ex- 
torted from a trudy. eunuch of his mother, the 
full confefiion of her guilt; arrefi:ed Theodofius 
and his treafures in the church of St. John the 
Apofl;le, and concealed his captives, whofe exe- 
cution was only delayed, in a fecure and fequef- 
tered fortrefs of Cilicia. Such a daring outrage 
againil public juftice could not pafs with impu- 
nity ; and the caufe of Antonina was efpoufed 
by the Emprefs, whofe favour fhe had deferved 
by the recent fervices of the difgrace of a prs&fedl, 
and the exile and murder of a pope. At the end 
of the campaign, Belifarius was recalled;' he com- 
plied, as ufual, with the Imperial mandate. His 
mind was not prepared for rebellion ; his obe- 
dience, however adverfe to the di£tatesof honour, 
was confonant to the;yilhes of his heart; and 
when he embraced his wifes atthe cpmi^^^, and 

per- 
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CHAP, perhaps in the prefence, of the Emprefs, the ten* 
^^* der hufband was difpofed to forgive or to be for- 
given* The bounty of Theodora referved for her 
companion a more precious favour. " I have 
found," flie faid, " my deareft patrician, a pearl 
** of ineftimable value ; it has not yet been viewed 
** by any mortal eye ; but the fight and the pot 
" feffion of this jewel are deftined for my friend.** 
As foon as the curiofity and impatience of Anto- 
nina were kindled, the door of a bedchamber 
was thrown open, and (he beheld her lover, 
whom the diligence of the eunuchs had difco* 
vered in his fecret prifon. Her filent wonder 
buril into paffionate exclamations of gratitude 
and joy, and ihe named Theodora her queen, 
her benefadtrefs, and her faviour. The monk 
of Ephefus was nourifhed in the palace with 
luxury and ambition ; but inftead of afluming, 
as he was promifed, the command of the Roman 
armies, Theodofius expired in the firft fatigues 
Pcrfecution of an amorous interview. The grief of Antonina 
of her fon. ^Q^l J Q^\y \^q affuaged by the fufferings of her 
fon. A youth of confular rank, and a fickly 
conftitution, was puniflied, without a trial, like a 
malefactor and a flave : yet fuch was the con* 
ftancyof his mind, that Photius fuflained the tor- 
tures of the fcourge and the rack, without violat- 
ing the faith which he had fworn to Beliiarius. 
After this fruitlefs cruelty, the fon of Antonina, 
while his mother feafted with the Emprefi, was 
buried in her fubterraneous prifons, which admit- 
ted not the diftindtion of night and day. He 
twice efcaped to the moft venerable ian^uaries 

of 
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iof Conftantinople, the churches of St. Sophia chap, 
jand of the Virgin : but his tyrants were infenfible ^^'^ 
of religion as of pity ; and the helplefs youth, 
amidft the clamours of the clergy and {)eople^ 
was twice dragged from the altar to the dungeon. 
His third attempt was more fuccefsfuL At the 
end of three years, the prophet Zacharia, or 
fome mortal friend, indicated the means of an 
efcape; he eluded the fpies and guards of the Em* 
prefs, reached the holy fepulchre of Jerufalem, 
embraced the profeilion of a monk ; and the 
abbot Photius was employed, after the death of 
Juflinkn, to reconcile and regulate the churches 
of Egypt, The fon of Antonina fuffere^ all that 
jan enemy can inffi^ : her patient hufband im- 
pofed on himfelf the more exquifite mifery of 
violating his promife and deferting his friend. 

In the fucceeding campaign, Belilarius was Difgnu» 
lagain lent againil the Perfians: he faved the «\dfui>- 
Eaft, but he offended Theodora, and perhaps the ^^^^ 
Emperor himfelf. The malady of Juftinian had 
countenanced the rumour of his death ; and the 
JKoman general on the fuppofition of that pro- 
bable event, Ipoke the free language of a citizen 
jand a foldier. His colleague Buzes, who con* 
curred in the fame fentiments, loft his rank, his 
liberty, and his health, by the perfecution of 
the Emprels : but the dilgrace of Belifarius was 
alleviated by the dignity of his own chara6ler, 
atid the influence of his wife, who might wifli 
to humble, but could not defire to ruin, the 
partner of her fortunes. Even his removal was 
coloured by the affurance, that the finking ftate 

of 
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CHAP, of Italy would be rctriered by the fingle prefence 
^ ^Lr of its conqueror. But no fooner had he returned^ 
alone and defenceleis, than an hoftile commiffion 
was fent to the Eaft, to feize his treafures and 
criminate his a6tions ; the guards and veterans' 
who followed his private banner, were diftributed 
among the chiefs of the army, and even the eu* 
nuchs prefumed to call lots for the partition of 
his martial domeflics. When he pafled with a^ 
fmall and fordid retinue through the ftreets of 
Copflantinople, his forlorn appearance excited 
the amazement and compafiion of the people. 
Juilinian and Theodora received him with cold 
ingratitutle ; the fervile crowd, with infolencer 
and contempt ; and in the evening he retired 
with trembling fteps to his delerted palace. An 
indifpofition, feigned op real, had confined An^ 
tonina to her apartment: and fhe walked difr 
dainfuUy filent in the adjacent portico, whiler 
Belifarius threw himfelf on his bed, and expe6ted, 
in an agony of grief and terror, the death which 
he had fo often braved under the walls of Rome. 
I^ng after fun-fet a meflenger was announced 
from the Emprefs ; he opened, with anxious 
curiofity, the letter which contained the fentence 
of his fate. *^ You cannot be ignorant how much 
^ you have deferved my dilpleafure. I am not 
" infenfible of the fervices of Antonina. To her 
^^ merits and interceflion I have granted your 
** life, and permit you to retain a part of your 
*^ treafures, which might be juftlyforfeited to the 
** date. Let your gratitude, where it i» due, 
" be displayed, not in words, but in your future 

"beha- 
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«« behaviour." I know not how to believe or to chap. 
relate the tranfports with which the hero is faid to 
have received this ignominious pardon. He fell 
proftrate before his vdfe^ hfe kifled the feet of his 
iaviour, and he devoutly promifed to live the 
grateful and fubmiffive flave of Antonina. A 
iine of one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds 
fterling was levied on the fortunes of Belifarius ; 
and with the office of count, or matter of the 
joyal (tables, he accepted the conduct of the 
Italian war. At his departure from Conftanti- 
nople, his friends, and even the public, were per- 
fuaded, that as foon as he regained his freedom^ 
he would renounce his diflimulation, and that his 
wife, Theodora, and perhaps the Emperor him- 
felf, would be facrificed to the juft revenge of a 
virtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived j and 
the unconquerable patience and loyalty of Beli- 
farius appear either belom or,aftorethe'fhara6ter 

of a MAN "^ * 



"" The continuator of the chronicle of Marcellinus gives, in a few 
decent words, the fubifctnce of the Anecdotes: Belifarius de Oriente 
•vocatas, in pfienfam periculumque incairens gravey et envidite fubja- 
sens ru xfus remittitur in Italiam (p. j 40* 
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XLn. 



CHAP. XLti. 

iStofe of ^/le Barbaric World. ^ EJiabUjkmehi of 
the Lombards on the Danube* — Tribes and In^ 
roads of the Sclavonians* — Origin^ Empire^ and 
Embajfies of the Turks.— The Flight of the 
Avars. — Chofroes I. or Nvjhiroan King ofPer- 
Jia. — His profperoUrS Reign and Wars with the 
Romans. — The Chokhian or Lazic War* — Thd 
Ethiopians. 

XM^* QUR eflimate of perfonal merit is relative to 

the common faculties of mankind. The 

Woiknefi alpiring efforts of genius, or virtue, either in 

pireof ' a6tive or fpeculative life, are meafured, not f6 

Juftinian, mucfa by their real elevation, as by the height to 

ea;— -i'df. which they afcend above the level of their age or 

country : and the fame ftature, which in a peo-» 

pie of giants would pafs unnoticed, muft appear 

conipicuous in a race of pygmies. Leonidas, and 

hi« three hundred companions, devoted their 

lives at Thermopylae ; but the education of the 

infant, the boy, and the man, had prepared, and 

almoft enfured, this memorable iacrifice; and 

each Spartan would approve, rather than admire, 

an a6l of duty, of which himfelf and eight thou- 

fand of his fellow citizens were equally capable'. 

' It will be a pleafure^ not a tafk» to read Herodotus (1. vii. c. 104* 134. 
p. 550. 6x5 •)• The converiation of Xerxes and Demaratus at Ther- 
mopylse is one of the moft interefting and moral fcenes in hifiory. It 
was the torture of the royal Spartan to behoId> with anguiih and re« 
morfey the virtue of his country. 

The 
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The great Pompey might infcribe on his trophies, c H A P. 
that he had defeated in battle two millions of . ^^^^^* 
enemies, and reduced fifteen hundred cities from 
the lake Mseotis to the Red Sea*: biit the fortune 
of Rome flew before his eagles ; the nations were 
oppreiTed by their own fears, and the invincible 
legions which he commanded, had been formed 
by the habits of conquefl^ and the difcipline of 
ages. In this view, the chara6ber of Belifarius 
maybe defervedly placed above the heroes of 
the ancient republics. His imperfe6lions flowed 
from the contagion of the times ; his virtues were 
his own, the free gift of nature or reflection j he 
raifed himfelf without a mafter or a rival ; and fo 
inadequate were the arms committed to his hand, 
that his fole advantage was derived from the pride 
and prefumption of his adverfaries. Under his 
command, the fubje6ts of Jufl:inian often de- 
ferved to be called Romans: but the un warlike 
appellation of Greeks was impofed as a term of 
reproach by the haughty Goths ; who affe6led to 
blulh, that they mull difpute the kingdom of 
Italy with a nation of tragedians, pantomimes, and 
pirates ^ The climate of Afia has indeed been 
found lefs congenial than that of Europe, to mi- 
litary fpirit : thofe populous countries were ener- 
vated by luxury, defpotifm, and fuperfl:ition; and 

* See this proud infcription in Pliny (Hift. Natur. vii. a;.). Few 
men luiye more exquiiitely tailed of glory and difgrace; nor could 
Juvenal (Satir. x.) produce a more ftriking example of the vidfiitudes 
of fortune, and the vanity of human wiflies. 

^ TyouKHi • . • • e| «y T» vponpoc ahvoc ej IraXtav lixonu u^f^ or* 

fdkrt TpoyaiJtf?, km vocvtoc^ XaTTo^uraj. This laft epithet <rf' Procopius is 

top nobly tranflated by pirates ; naval thieves is the proper word: ihip* 

pers of garments^ either for injury or infult (Demoilhenes contra Conon. 

' in Reiike Orator. Grsec. torn. iL p. z»64.]. 

the 
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CHAP, the' monks were morfe expenfive and more nume* 
^!^;^ rous than the foldiers of the Eaft. The regular 
force of the empire had once amounted to fix 
hundred and forty-five thoufand men : it was re- 
duced, in the time of Juilinian> to one hundred 
and fifty thoufand ; and this number, large as it 
may feem, was thinly fcattered over the fea and 
land J in Spain and Italy, in Africa and Egypt, 
on the banks of the Danube, the coail of the 
Euxine, and the frontiers of Perfia. The citizen 
was exhaufted, yet the foldier was unpaid ; his 
poverty was mifchievoufly foothed by the privi- 
lege of rapine and indolence ; and the tardy pay- 
ments were detained and intercepted by the 
fraud of thofe agents who ufurp, without courage 
or danger, the emoluments of war. Public and 
pHvate diftrefs recruited the armies of the fl^te j 
but in the field, and dill more in the prefence of 
the enemy, their numbers were always defeflive. 
The want of national Q)irit was fuppiied by the 
precarious faith and diforderly fervice of Bar- 
barian mercenaries. Even military honour, 
which has often furvived the lofs of virtue and 
freedom, was almofl totally extin6t. The ge- 
nerals, who were multiplied beyond the ex- 
ample of former times, laboured only to prevent 
the fuccefs, or to fully the reputation of their 
colleagues ; jand they had been taught by expe- 
rience, that if merit fometimes provoked the jea^ 
Ibufy, error, or even guilt, would obtain the in- 
dulgence, of a gracious emperor*. In fuch an age 

^ See the third and fourth books of the Gothic War: the writer of 
ijie Anecdotes canaot s^gravate thefe abufes. 

the 
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thd triumphs of Beliiarius, and afterwards of c H A P. 
Narfes^ fliine with incomparable luftre; but they yj^^*^ 
are encompaifed with the darkeft fliades of did 
grace and calamity. While the lieutenant of 
Juftinian fubdued the kingdoms of the Goths and 
Vandals^ the £mperor % timid, though ambitious^ 
balanced the forces of the barbarians, fomented 
their divifions by flattery and falfehood, and in- 
vited by his patience and liberality the repetition 
of injuries \ The keys of Carthage, Rome, and 
Ravenna, were prefented to their conqueror, 
while Antioch was deftroyed by the Perfians, 
and Juftinian trembled for the fafety of Con* 
ftantinople* 

Even the Gothic vidbories of Belifarius were State of 
prejudicial to the ftate, fince they aboliftied the ^^ ®"^*' 
important barrier of the Upper Danube, which 
had been fo faithfully guarded by Theodoric and 
his daughter. For the defence of Italy, the 
Goths evacuated Fannonia and Noricum, which 
they left in a peaceful and Hourifhing condition : 
the fovereignty was claimed by the Emperor of 
the Romans; the adlual pofleflion was abandoned 
to the boldneis of the firft invader. On the 
oppofite banks of the Danube, the plains of 
Upper Hungary and the Tranfylvanian hills were 
poiTefled, fince the death of Attila, by the tribes 



^ AgathiaS} 1.5. p» 157, 158. He confines this weaknefs of the Em- 
peror and the empire to the old age of Juftinian; but alas! he was 
never young. 

^ lliis miichievous policy which ^loci^ius (^ecdot. c« 19.) imputes 
to the Emperor, is revealed in his epiftle to a Scythian prince, who was 
capable of underftanding it« Ayea vfo^yfin km ayx^wrff^o; fays Aga* 
th]as(l.v. p.Z70fZ7i.). 
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c H A ?• of the Gepidae, who fefpefted the Gothic arms, 
^^^^- and defpifed, not indeed the gold of the Romans, 
but the fecret motive of their annual fubfidies. 
'The vacant fortifications of the river were in* 
flantly occupied by thefe Barbarians: their ftand- 
ards were planted on the walls of Sirmium and 
Belgrade ; and the ironical tone of their apology 
aggravated this infult on the majefty of the em- 
pire. " So extenfive, O Caefar, are your domi- 
** nions ; fo numerous are your cities j that you 
" are continually feeking for nations to whom, 
" either in peace or war, you may relinquiflr 
" thefe ufelefs pofleffions. The Gepidae are your 
" brave and faithful allies; arid if they have 
** anticipated your gifts, they have fliewn a juil 
** confidence in your bounty/' Their prefump- 
tion was excufed by the mode of revenge which 
Juftinian embraced. Inflead of afferting the 
rights of a fovereign for the prote6lion of his 
fubje6ls, the Emperor invited a flrange people 
to invade and poffefs the Roman provinces be- 
tween the Danube and the Alps j and the am- 
bition of the Gepidae was checked by the rifing 
The Lom- power and fame of the Lombards \ This cor- 
^^^' rupt appellation has been diffufed in the thir- 
teenth century by the merchants and bankers,^ 

^ Gens Germana feritate ferociorei fays Velleius Paterculus of the 
Lombards (ii. 106.). Langobardos paucitas nobilitat* Plurimis ac 
valentlflimis nationibus cin(5ti non per obfequium fed prseliis et peiicS« 
t^do tuti funt (Tacit, de Moribus Germaii, c. 40.). See likewife Strab« 
(l.vii. p. 446.)- The beft geographers place them beyond the Elbe^ in 
die biihopric of Magdeburgh and the middle march of Brandenbufgh; 
and their fituation will agree with the patriotic remark of the Count dt 
Hertzbergy that moft of the Barbarian conquerors ifliied froxQ the Hunt 
fountriet which itill produce the armies of Pru0i»« .- * . 

the 
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the Italian pofterity of thefe favage warriors: but c H A P^ 
the orginal name of Langobards is expreffive only ^^^^' 
of the peculiar length and faftiion of their beards, 
I am not difpofed either to queftion or to juftify 
their Scandinavian origin ' ; nor to purfue the 
migrations of the Lombards through unknown 
regions and marvellous adventures. About the 
time of Auguftus and Trajan, a ray of hiftoric 
light breaks on the darknefs of their antiquities, 
and they are difcovered, for the firft time, be- 
tween the Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, beyond 
the example of the Germans, they delighted to 
propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads 
were formed like the heads of dogs, and that they 
drank the blood of their enemies whom they 
vanquiflied in battle. The fmallnefs of their 
numbers was recruited by the adoption of their 
braved flaves ; and alone, amidft their powerful 
neighbours, they defended by arms their high- 
i^irited independence. In the tempefts of the 
north, which overwhelmed fo many names and 
nations, this little bark of the Lombards ftill 
floated on the furface : they gradually defcended 
towards the fouth and the Danube ; and at the 
^nd of four hundred years they again appear 
with their ancient valour and renown. Their 
naanners were not lefs ferocious. The affaffina- 
tion of a royal guett was. executed in the pre- 



* The Scandiiuviaa origin of the Goths and Lombards, as ftated'by 
Paul Wamefridy fumamed the deacon, la attacked by Cluverius (Ger- 
xnania Antiq. 1. iiL c 26. p. I02» &c.), a native of Prufiia, and defended 
by Grotius (IVolf^qm. adHiit. Go^ p. aS. &c.> the Swedifh ambaf- 
fader. 
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CHAP, fence, and by the command, of the king's 
^_~* ' daughter, who had been provoked by fome 
words of infult, and difappointed by his dimi- 
nutive ftature ; and a tribute, the price of bloody 
was impofed on the Lombards, by his brother 
the King of the Heruli. Adverfity revived a 
fenfe of moderation and j uft ice, and the infolence 
of cohqueft was challifed by the fignal defeat and 
irreparable difperfion of the Heruli, who were 
feated in the fouthern provinces of Poland^ The 
vi6lories of the Lombards recommended them 
to the friendlhip of the Emperors ; and at the 
folicitation of Juftinian, they paffed the Danube, 
to reduce, according to their treaty, the cities 
of Noricum and the fortreffes of Pannonia. 
But the fpirit of rapine foon tempted them be- 
yond thefe ample limits ; they wandered along 
the coafl of the Hadriatic as far as Dyrrachium, 
and prefumed, with familiar rudenefs, to enter 
the towns and houfes of their Roman allies, and 
to feize the captives who had efcaped from their 
audacious hands. Thefe a6ls of hoflility, the 
fallies, as it might be pretended, of fome loofe 
adventurers, were difowned by the nation, and 
excufed by the Emperor ; but the arms of th# 
Lombards were more ferioufly engaged by a con- 
teft of thirty years, which was terminated only by 
the extirpation of the Gepidae. The hoflile na^^ 
tions often pleaded their caufe before the throne 

' * Two fadb in the namtive of Paul Diaconus (1. i. c. ao.) an ex<« 
preffive of national manners : i. Dusi ad toAuiam luderet-^wlule he 
played at draughts. 2. Camporum viridantia Una. The cultivatidn of 
flax fiippofes propertyi commercey as^riculturey and manufadhiref • 

of 
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of Conftantinople ; and the crafty Juftinian, to C H A P. 
whom the Barbarians were almoft equally odious, ^^^* 
pronounced a partial and ambiguous fentence, 
and dextroufly protradled the war by flow and 
ineffectual fuccours. Their ilrength was formi- 
dable, fince the Lombards, who fent into the 
fields feveral myriads of foldiers, ftill claimed, as 
the weaker fide, the protection of the Romans. 
Their Q)irit wists intrepid ; yet fuch is the uncer- 
tainty of courage, that the two armies were fud- 
denly fl;ruck with a panic ; they fled from each 
other, and the rival kings remained with their 
guards in the midft of an empty plain. A fliort 
truce was obtained ; but their mutual refentment 
again kindled ; and the remembrance of their 
fliame rendered the next encounter more delpe- 
rate and bloody. Forty thoufand of the Barbae 
rians periflied in the decifive battle, which broke 
the power of the Gepida?, transferred the fears 
and wiflies of Juflinian, and firfl^ diiplayed the 
character of Alboin, the youthful prince of the 
Lombards, and the future conqueror of Italy '^ 

The wild people who dwelt or wandered in TheSda- 
the plains of Rulfia, Lithuania, and Poland, voniahs* 
might be reduced, in the age of Jufl:inian, under 
the two great families of the Bulgarians " and 

the 

^ I have ufedy without undertaiung to reconcile^ the fa^ in Proco- 
pius (Goth* L ii. c. 14. l.iii. c. 33, 34. Liv. c. i8. %$.)» Paul Diaconus 
(de Geftis Langobard. 1. i. c. i—- 23. in Muratoiy Script. Rerum Itali* 
caniniy tonui. p. 405 — r4i9«)y and Joraandes* (de Succefll Regnoruni» 
p. 242.). The patient reader may di^w fome light from Mafcou (Hift. 
«f the Germans) and Annotat. xxiii.) and de Buat (Hift. des Peuples^ 
&c« torn. ix. X. xi.). 

" I adopt the appellation of Bulgarians^ from Ennodius (in Panegyr. 
Theodorici) Opp. Sirmbn<]» torn. i. p. 15989 15 99-]^ Jornandes (de 

T 3 * Rebus 
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chap: the Sclavonians. According to the Greek 
^^j* ^ writers, the former, who touched the Tiuxine 
and the lake Maeotis, derived from the Hun» 
their name or defcent ; and it is needlefe to re- 
new the fimple and well-known pidlure of Tartar 
manners. They were bold and dextrous archers, 
who drank the milk and feafted on the flefli of 
their fleet and indefatigable horfes ; whofe flocks 
and herds followed, or rather guided, the mo- 
tions of their roving camps; to whofe inroads no* 
country was remote or impervious, and who were 
pra6lifed in flight, though incapable of fear. The 
nation was divided into two powerful and hofliile 
tribes, who purfued each other with fraternal 
hatred. They eagerly difputed the friendftip 
or rather the gifts of the Emperor ; and the dit 
tin6lion which nature had fixed between the 
faithful dog and the rapacious. wolf, was applied 
by an ambafTador who received only verbal in- 
flru6lions from the mouth of hisilliterate prince**. 
The Bulgarians, of whatfoever fpecies, were 
equally attra6led by Roman wealth : they af- 
fumed a vague dominion over the Sclavoman 
name, and their rapid marches could only be 
fl^opped by the Baltic fea, or the extreme cold 
and poverty of the north. But the fame race of 
Sclavonians appears to have maintained, in every 



Rebus Geticis, c. 5; p. 194. ed. de Regn. Succeffione, p. a4a.), Theo- 
phane (p. 185.), and the Chronicles of Caffiodorius and Marcellinus. 
The name of Huns is too vague ; the tribes of the Cutturgumm and 
Utturgurians are too minute and too harih. 

*' Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. c. 19.). His verbal meflage (he owns him- 
felf in illiterate Barbarian) is delivered as an epiftle. The ftyle is la- 
yage, %urative, and original. 

-16 age^ 
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age, the pofleffion of the fame countries. Their chap. 
.numerous tribes, however diftant or adverfe, ufed ^^^' 
one common language (it was harfh and irre- 
gular), and were known by the refemblance of 
their form, which deviated from •the fwarthy 
Tartar, and approached without attaining the 
lofty ftature and fair complexion of the German. 
Four thouland fix hundred villages '^ were feat- 
tered over the provinces of Ruffia and Poland, 
and their huts were haftily built of rough timber, 
in a country deficient both in fl:one and iron. 
Ere6led, or rather concealed in the depth of 
fbrefls, on the banks of rivers, or the edge of 
morafles, we may not perhaps, without flattery, 
compare them to the architedlure of the beaver; 
which they refembled in a double iflue, to the 
land and water, for the efcape of the favage in- 
habitants, an animal lefs cleanly, lefs diligent, 
and lefs focial, than that marvellous quadrupede* 
The fertility of the foil, rather than the labour ' 
of the natives, fupplied the rufl^ic plenty of the 
Sclavonians. Their flieep and horned cattle 
were large and numerous, and the fields which 
they fowed with millet and panic'*, afforded, 
in the place of bread, a coarfe and lefs nutritive 

'^ This fum is the refult of a particular lift, in a curious MS. fragmelit 
of the year 550, found in the library of Milan. The obfcure geogra{>hy 
of the times provokes and ezercifes the patience of the Count De Buat 
(torn. xi« p. 69 — ^189.). The French minifler often lofes hinifelf in a 
wildemeis which requires a Saxon and Poliflx guides 

'^ Panicum miiHtm. See Columella» 1. ii* c* 9. p. 430. edit. Gefner. 
Plin. Hift. Natur. xviii. 249 25* The Sarmatians made a pap of millet, 
mingled with mare's milk or blood. In the wealth of modem huf- 
bandry, our millet feeds poultry, and not heroes* See the di^ionariet 
' of Bomare and Miller. 

T 4 food. 
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CHAP. food. The inceflknt rapine of their neighboura 
^^^°- . compelled them to bury this treafure in the 
earth ; but on the appearance of a ftranger, it 
was freely imparted by a people, whofe unfa* 
vourable cHara6ler is qualified by the epithets 
of chafte, patient, and hofpitable. As their 
fupreme god, they adored an invifible mafter of 
the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs ob- 
tained their fubordinate honours, and the po? 
pular worlhip was expreffed in yow^ and facri- 
fice. The Sclavonians difdained to obey a de* 
fpot, a prince, or even a magiftrate ; but their 
experience was too narrow, their paffions too 
headftrong, to compofe a fyftem of equal law or 
general defence^ Some voluntary relpeft was 
yielded to age and valour; but eacl^ tribe or 
village exifted as a feparate republic, find all 
muft be perfuaded where none coul4 be com- 
pelled. They fought on foot, almoft naked, and, 
except an unwieldy fhield, without any defen- 
five armour ; their weapons of offence were ^ 
bow, a quiver of fmall poifoned arrows., and a 
long rope, which they dextroufly threw from a 
diftance, and entangled their enemy in a run- 
ning noofe. In the field, the Sclavonian infantry 
was dangerous by their fpeed, agility, and har- 
dinefs: they fwam, they dived, they remained 
under water, drawing their breath through a 
hollow cane ; and a river or lake was often the 
fcene of their unfuipe6led ambufcstde. But thefe 
were the atchievements of fpies or ftragglers j 
the military art was unknown to the Sclavo- 

4 nians; 
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nians ; their nai)ie was obicure, and their con^^ chap, 
quefts wer^ inglorious ^\ ^^^* , 

I have marked the faint and general outline of Their in- 
the Sclavonians and Bulgarians, without attempt- ^^* 
ing to define their immediate boundaries, which 
were not accurately known or reQ>e£i:ed by the 
Barbarians themfelves. Their importance was 
meafured by their vicinity to the empire ; and 
the level country of Moldavia and Walachia was 
occupied by the Antes "% a Sclavonian tribe, 
which fwelled the titles of Juflinian with an epi* 
thet of conqueft*% Againft the Antes he erefted 
the fortifications of the Lower Danube ; and 
laboured to fecure the alliance of a people feated 
in the direft channel of northern inundation, an 
interval of two hundred miles between the moun^^ 
tains of Tranfylvania and the Euxine fea. But 
the Antes wanted power and inclination to item 
the fury of the torrent: and the light armed Scla* 
vonians, from an hundred tribes, purfued with 
^moft equal fpeed the footfteps of the Bulgarian 

'^ For the i^une and.natlony the fituation and raaxmersy of the Sclave* 
niansy fee the original evidence of the ^th centiuyy in Procopius (Goth. 
1. ii. c. 26* 1. iii. c. 1 4.) and the EmperorMauritius or Maurice (Stratagemat. 
1. i|. c-5. apud MafcoUj Annotate xxxi.). The Stratagems of Maurice 
have been printed only^ as I underftand, at the end of Schefier's edition 
of Arrian's Tallies, at Upfal, 1664 (Fabric. Bibliot, Gricc. 1. iv. c. 8* 
toin.ii]» p.^78*)» a fcarce» and Jiitherto, to me» an inacceffible boojc. 

*^ Antes ecffum fprtiffimi • • • . Tayfis qui rapidus et vorticofus in 
Hiifari fluenta furens devolvitur ( Jomandes, c. 5. p. 194* edit. Murator. 
Procopius. G«(h. h iii? c. 14. et] de Edilic. 1. iv. c.;.). Yet the fame 
Firocopius mentions the Goths and Huns as neighbourS| ytnoyiirrccf tq 
the Danube (de Edific. 1. iv. c. i.). v 

'7 The national title of Anticusy in the laws and infcriptions of JuA 
tiiiian> was adopted by his fucceilbrsy and is juftified by the pious Lude- 
wig (in Vit. JuAinian^ p.5r5.). It had ibsmgely puzzled the civilians 
of the middle age. * "' 

horfe. 
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CHAP, horfe. The payment of one piece of gold for 
^^'* each foldier, procured a fafe and eafy retreat 
through the country of the Gepidae, who com- 
manded the paflage of the Upper Danube'^ The 
hopes or fears of the Barharians ; their inteftine 
union or difcord ; the accident of a frozen or 
ihallow ftream ; the profpe6l of harveft or vin- 
tage ; the profperity or diftrefs of the Romans ; 
were the caufes which produced the uniform 
repetition of annual vifits *', tedious in the nar- 
rative, and deftru6live in the event. The fame 
year, and poflibly the fame month, in which 
Ravenna furrendered, was marked by an invafion 
of the Huns or Bulgarians, fo dreadful, that it 
almoft effaced the memory of their paft inroads. 
They fpread from the fuburbs of Conftantinople 
to the Ionian gulph, deftroyed thirty-two cities or 
caftles, erazed Potidaea, which Athens had built 
and Philip had befieged,and repaffed the Danube, 
dragging at their horfes heels one hundred and 
twenty thoufand of the fubjefils of Juftinian. In 
a fubfequent inroad they pierced the wall of the 
Thracian Cherfonefus, extirpated the habitations 
and the inhabitants, boldly traverfed the Hellef- 
pont, aind returned to their companions, lad^n 
with the fpoils of Afia. Another party, which 
feemed a multitude in the eyes of the Romans, 
penetrated, without oppofition, from the ftreights 
of Thermopylae to the ifthmus of Corinth ; and 
the laft ruin of Greece has appeared an objedl 

'• Procopiusy Goth. 1. ir. c. aj. 

'^ An inroad of the Huns is connedled, by^Procopmsy with a comet $ 
perhaps that of 531 (Perfic. 1. ii. c. 4.). Agadiias (K v. p. iS4f 155 •) 
kMTOW9 from his predeceflbr feme early fa^s. 

too 
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too minute for the attention of hiftory. The char. 



works which the Emperor raifed for the protec- ^^"* 



tion, but at the expence, of his fubje6ls, ferved 
only to difclofe the weaknefs of fome negle6led 
part ; and the walls, which by flattery had been 
deemed impregnable, were either deferted by the 
garrifon, or fcaled by the Barbarians. Three 
thoufand Sclavonians, who infolently divided 
themfelves into two bands, difcovered the weak- 
nefs and mifery of a triumphant reign. They 
paiTed the Danube and the Hebrus, vanquifhed 
the Roman generals who dared to oppofe their, 
progrefs, and plundered, with impunity, the cities 
of lUyricum and Thrace, each of which had arms 
and numbers to overwhelmn their contemptible 
aflailants. Whatever praife the boldnefs of the 
Sclavonians may deferve, it is fuUied by the 
wanton and deliberate cruelty which they are 
accufed of exercifing on their prifoners. With- 
out diftin6lion of rank, or age, or fex, the cap- 
tives were impaled or flayed alive, or fufpended 
between four pofts, and beaten with clubs till 
they expired, or inclofed in fome fpacious build- 
ing, and left to perilh in the flames with the fpoil 
arid cattle which might impede the march of 
thefe favage vifilors ^. Perhaps a more impartial 
narrative would reduce the number, and qualify 
the nature, of thefe horrid a6ls ; and they might 
fometimes be excufed by the cruel laws of re- 

^ The cruelties of the Sclavonians are related or magnified by Pro* 
copius (Goth. l.iii» c. 29. 38.). For their mild and liberal behaviour to 
their prifoners> we may appeal to the authority^fomewhat more recent> 
Mi the Emperor Maurice (Stratagem. 1. ii. c. $.), 

taliation* 
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CHAP, taliation. In the fiege of Topirus *', whole obfti« 
,^^^^ nate defence had enraged the Sclavonians, they 
maflacred fifteen thoufand males ; but they fpared 
the women and children ; the moil valuable 
captives were always referved for labour or ran- 
fbm } the fervitude was not rigorous, and the 
terms of their deliverance were fpeedy and mode- 
rate. But the fubje6l, or the hiftorian of Jufti- 
nian, exhaled his jufl indignation in the language 
of complaint and reproach ; and Procopius has 
confidently afiirmed, that in a reign of thirty-two 
years, each annual inroad of the Barbarians con- 
fumed two hundred thouland of the inhabitants 
of the 'Roman empire. The entire population 
of Turkilh Europe, which nearly correfponds 
with the provinces of Jufi;inian, would perhaps 
be incapable of fupplying fix millions of perfons, 
the refult of this incredible efl:imate **. 
Origin and Iq the midft of thcfc obfcure calamities, Eu- 
rf aT^^ rope felt the fliock of a revolution, which firft 
Turks in reviealed to the world the name and nation of the 
^^ Turks. Like Romulus, the founder of that 
545, &c. martial people was fuckled by a flie-wolf, who 
afterwards made him the farther of a numerous 
progeny ; and the reprefentation of that animal in 
the banners of the Turks preferved the memory, 
or rather fuggefted the idea, of a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercourfe, by 

" Topirus was fltuate near Phillippi in Thmce, or Macedonia* oppo-' 
iSte to the ifle of Thafosy twelve days' journey fh»n Confiantinople 
Q[^ellariu8, tom.i. p. 676. 840.). 

'* According to the malevolent tefiimony of the Anecdotes (c, iJ.Jt 
thefe inroads had reduced the provinces fouth of^ the Danube to the 
lUte of a Scythian wildemels. 

the 
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the Ihepherds of Latium and thofe of Scythia. c H A P« 
At the equal diftance of two thoufand miles from , ^^* 
the Calpian^ the Icy, the Chinefe, and the Bengal 
leas, a ridge of mountains is conipicuous, the 
centre, and perhaps the fummit, of Afia ; which, 
in the language of different nations, has been 
ftyled Imaus, and Caf ^% and Altai, and the 
Golden Mountains, and the Girdle of the Earth. 
The fides of the hills were produ6tive of minerals; 
and the iron forges ^\ for the purpofe of war, 
were exercifed by the Turks, the mod defpifed 
portion of the flaves of the great khan of the 
Geougen. But their fervitude could only laft till 
a leader, bold and eloquent, ihould arife, to per- 
fuade his countrymen that the fame arms which 
they forged for their mailers, might become, in 
their own hands, the inilruments of freedom and 
viapry. They fallied from the mountain**? a 

** From Oaf to Oaf ; wluch a more rational geography would inter- 
pKtf from Imaus, perhaps, to Mount Atlas. According to the religious 
philofophyof the Mahometans, the bafis of Mount Caf b an emerald^ 
vfhofe refledlion produces the akure of the iky. The mountain is en- 
dowed ¥dth a fenfitive a^on in its roots or nerves; and their vibration, * 
at the command of God, is the caufe of earthquakes (D'Heibeloty 

^ The Siberian iron is the beft and molt plentiful in the world; and 
in the finithem parts, above fizty mines are now worked by the in^ 
duftry^ the Ruffim (Strahlertog. HifL of Siberia, p. 54a. 387* 
Voyage en Siberie, par I'Abbc Chappe d'Auteroche, p. 603 — 608. edit. 
in lamo. Amilerdam, 1770.). The Turks offered iron for iale; yet 
the Roman ambafladors, wiili fbange obfiinacy, perfifted in believing 
diat it was all a trick, and that their country produced none (Menander 
m Excerpt. Leg. p. 152.). 

'^ Of Ii^ana-kon (Abulgahzi Khan, Hift. Genealogique des Tatars, 
P- ii. c. 5. p. 71 — 77. c. 15. p. iss^y The tradition of the Moguls, of 
the 450 years which they palled in the mountains, agrees with the Chi- 
teie periods of the hiftory of the Huns and Turks (De Guignes, torn. i. 
^art 11. p. 376.), and the twenty generation), from their reftoration to 

fceptre 
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CHAP, fceptre was the reward of his advice ; and the 
^^^' annual ceremony, in which a piece of iron was 
heated in the fire, and a fmith's hammer was fuc- 
ceffively handled by the prince and his nobles^ 
recorded for ages the humble profeflion and ra-r 
tional pride of the Turkifli nation. Bertezena, 
their firft leader, fignalized their valour and his 
own in fuccefsful combats againft the neighbour-* 
ing tribes ; but when he prefumed to afk in mar- 
riage the daughter of the great khan, the infolent 
demand of a flave and a mechanic was contemp- 
tuoufly reje6led. The diigrace was expiated by 
a more noble alliance with a princefs of China ^ 
and the decifive battle which jalmoft extirpated 
the nation of the Geougen, eftablifhed in Tartary 
the new and more powerful empire of the Turks. 
They reigned over the north j but they confefled 
the vanity of conqueft, by their faithful .attach- 
ment to the mountain of their fathers. The 
royal encampment feldom loft fight of Mount 
Altai, from whence the river Irtifli defcends to 
water therichpafturesof the Calmucks*% which 
nourifli the largeft flieep and oxen in the world. 
The foil is fruitful, and the climate mild and 
temperate : the happy region was ignorant of 
earthquake and peftilence ; the emperor's throne 
was turned towards the eaft, and a golden wolf 
on the top of a fpear feemed to guard the entrance 
of his tent. One of the fucceflbrs of Bertezena 



. ^ The country of the Turk8» now of the Csdmucks^ is weU ddaahed 
in the Genealogical Hiftory, p. 521 — s^** "^^ curious notes of tbe 
French tranilator jsxe enUr^ged and digeiled in the fecond ydume oC the 
^^ogliih yeriion. 

wa& 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 287 

was tempted by the luxury and fuperftition of chap. 
China ; but his defign of building cities and tem- ^^^^' 
pies was defeated by the fimple wifdom of a Bar- 
barian councilor. "The Turks," he faid, '" are 
** not equal in number to one hundredth part of 
^* the inhabitants of China. If we balance their 
** power, and elude their armies, it is becaufe we 
*5 wander without any fixed habitations, in the 
^^ exercife of war and hunting. Are we ftrong ? 
** we advance and conquer; are we feeble; we 
^* retire and are concealed. Should the Turks 
^* confine themfelves within the walls of cities, 
*^ the lofs of a battle would be the de(lru6lion of 
** their empire. The Bonzes preach only pa- 
" tience, humility, and the renunciation of the 
" world. Such, O king [ is not the religion of 
*^ heroes.*^ They entertained, with lefe relu6l- 
ance, the do6lrines of Zoroafter ; but the greateft 
part of the nation acquiefced, without inquiry, in 
the opinions, or rather in the prafilice, of their 
anceflors. The honours of facrifice were referved 
for the fupreme deity; they acknowledged, in 
rude hymns, their obligations to the air, the fire, 
the water, and the earth ; and their priefl:s de- 
rived fomfe profit from the art of divination. 
Their unwritten laws were rigorous, and impar- 
tial: theft was puniflied by a tenfold reftitution : 
adultery, treafon, and murder, with death : and 
nor chaftifement could be infli6led too fevere for 
the rare and inexpiable guilt of cowardice. As 
the fubje6l nations marched under the ftandard 
pf the Turks, their cavalry, both men and horfes, 
Vf^re proudly computed by millions f one of their 

effective 
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CHAP, effe&ive annies confifted of four hundred thou-» 
^^' ^ fand fbldiers, and in lefi than fifty years they 
were conne6led in peace and war with the Ro* 
mans, the Peffiahs, and the Chinefe, In their 
northern limits, fome veftige may be difcovered 
of the form and fituation of Kamtchatka, of a 
people of hunters and filhermen, whofe fledges 
were drawn by dogs, and whofe habitations were 
buried in the earth. The Turks were ignorant 
of aflronomy ; but the obiervation taken by fome 
learned Chinefe, with a gnomon of eight feet, 
fixes th^ royal camp in the latitude of forty-nine 
degrees, and marks their extreme progrefs with- 
in three, or at leaft ten degrees, of the polar 
circle *^ Among their fouthern conquefts, the 
mofi^ Iplendidwas that of the Nepthalites or white 
Huns, a polite and warlike people, who poflefled 
the commercial cities of Bochara and Samarcand, 
who had vanquiflied the Perfian monarch, and 
carried their vi6lorious arms along the banks, 
and perhaps to the mouthy of the Indus. On 
the fide of the weft, the Turkifti cavalry ad- 
vanced to the lake Mieotis. They pafled that lake 
on the ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot of 
Mount Altai, iflued his commands for the fiege of 
Bolphorus*',acity,thevoluntaryfubje6bofRome, 
and whofe princes had formerly been the friends 

^ Vifdelouy p. I4X. 151. The huSt, though it fbi<ftiy belongs to 1 
fiiboctliittte and fucceffive tribe may be intxxxluced here. 

^ Procopiiis Perfic L 1. c. xa. L ii. c. 3. PeyfTonnel (Obfervatipnt 
rnr les Peoples Baibares, p. 99, 100.) defines the diftaace between Caffa 
and the otdBoTphorus at xvi long Tartar leagues. 

of 
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Athens ^. To the eaft, the Turks invaded China, c. H A P. 
as often as the vigour of the government was , "^"'^ 
relaxed : and I am taught to read in the hif- 
tory of the times, that they mowed dowa their 
patient enemies like hemp or grafs ; and that the 
mandarins applauded the wifdom of an emperor 
who repulfed thefe Barbarians with golden 
lances. This extent of favage empire compel- 
led the Turkifh monarch to eftablifh three fubor- 
dinate princes of his own blood, who foon forgot 
their gratitude and allegiance. The conquerors 
were enervated by luxury, which is always fatal 
except to an induftrious people ; the policy of 
China folicited the vanquifhed nations to refume 
their independence; and the power of the Turks 
was limited to a period* of two hundred years. 
The revival of their name and dominion in the 
fouthern countries of Afia, are the events of a 
later age ; and the dynafties, which fucceeded 
to their native realms, may ileep in oblivion ; 
fince their hiftory bears no relation to the de- 
cline and fall of the Roman empire ^^ 

In the rapid career of conqueft, the Turks at- The Avars 
tacked arid fubdued the nation of the Ogors or % ^^^fore 
Varchonites on the banks of the river Til, which and ap-'^ '' 

proach the 
empire. 
*^ See, in a Memoir of M. de Boze (Mem. de I'Academie des Inicrip- 
tions torn. vi. p. 5 49 — 565.), the ancient kings and medals of the Cim- 
merian Bofphorus; and the gratitude of Athens, in the Oration of De- 
mofthenes againft Leptines (in Reifke, Orator. Graec. tom. i. p. 466.467.). 
5° For the origin and revolutions of the firft Turkiih empire, the Chi- 
nefe details are borrowed from De Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom. i. P.ii. 
p. 3^ 7 — 46a.) and Vifdekni (Supplement a la Bibliotheque Orient.d'Her- , 

belot, p. 8 2— 114. The Greek or Roman hints are gathered in Meuiin- 
•ler (p. 108 — 164.) and Theophyladt Simocatta (l.yii. c. 7, 8.). 

VOL. vn. u ' de-rived 
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CHAR derived the epithet of black from its dark water 
^"- or gloomy forefts '\ The khan of the Ogori^ 
was flain with three hundred thoufand of his fub- 
Je6ls> and their bodies were Mattered over the 
fpace of four days journey ; their ftirviving 
countrymen acknowledged the flrength and 
mercy of the Turks j and a fmall portion, about 
twenty thoufand warriors, preferred exile to fer- 
vitude. They followed the well-known road of 
the Volga, cherijQied the error of the nations wha 
confounded them with the Avars, and fpread the 
terror of that falfe though famous appellation^ 
which had not, however, laVed its lawful pro- 
prietors from the yoke of the Turks 3*. After a 
long and vi6torrous march, the new Avars ar- 
rived at the foot of Mount Caucafus, in the 
-country of the Alani" and Circafiians, where 
they firft heard of the fplendour and weaknefi 
of the Roman empire. They humbly requefted 
their confederate, the Prince of the Alani, to 
lead them to this Iburce of riches ; and their 
ambaffador, with the permiffion of the governor 
of Lazica, was tranfported by the Euxine fea to 

*• The river Til, or Tula, according to the geography of De Gulgnes^ 
(torn. i. ps^rt ii. p. Iviii. and 35 a.) is a fmall though grateful ftream of 
the defert, that falls into the Orhon, Selinga, &c. See Bell, Journey 
from Peterlburgh to Pekin (yol.ii. p. i»40j 7^ ^^ own defcription of 
the Ke^t, down which he (ailed into the Oby, reprefeitts the same and 
attributes of the biack rh/er (p. i39-)» 

*^ Theophyla^dl, 1. vii. c* 7, 8. And yet his true Avwn are inyifible 
tven to 'the eyea of M. de Guignes; and what can be more iiluffrieur 
4iiiui the fai/e? The right of the fugitive Ogors to that national ap- 
pellation is confefled by the Turks themfelves (Menander, p. 108.). 

^ The Alani are fiill found in the Genealogical Hiibry of the Tartart 
(p.. 61 7.}y and in D'Anville's maps* They oppofed the march of the ge- 
nerals of Zingis round the Cafpian fea, and were overthrown in a great 
battle (liift. de Gengifcan^ U iv.. c« 9* p* 44 7-)* 

Conftanr 
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Conftantinople; The whole city was poured c h a Pv 
forrti to behold with curioiity and terror the , -^-' _/ 
a^efl; of a ftrange people ; their long hair, which 
hung in treffes down their backs, was gracefully 
bound with ribbons, but the reft of their habit 
appeared to imitate the faftiion of the Huns. 
When they were admitted to the audience of Their em^ 
Juftinian, Candifh, the firft of the ambaffadors,,^^j[y^]|^^ 
addreffed the Roman emperor in thefe terms : tinopiev 
^^ You fee before you, O mighty Prince, the re- ^^^-ss^* 
** prefentatives of the ftrongeft and moft popu- 
^ lous of nations, the invincible, the irrefiftible 
** Avars, We are willing to devote ourfeives to 
•* your fervice : we are able to vanquifh and de- 
^* ftroy all the enemies who now difturb your 
•* repofe. But we expe6t, as the price of our 
** alliance, as the reward of our valour, precious 
" gifts, annual fubfidies, and fruitfulpoffeffions/* 
At the time of this embaffy, Juftinian had reigned 
above thirty, he had lived above feventy-five 
years : his mind, as well as his body, was feeble 
and languid ; and the conqueror of Africa and 
Italy, careiefs of the permanent interell of his 
people, afpired only to end his days in the bofom 
even of inglorious peace. In a ftudied oration, 
he imparted to the fenate his refolution to dif- 
femble the ihfult, and to purchafe the friendfliip 
of the Avars; and the whole fenate, like the man- 
darins of China, applauded the incomparable wif- 
dom and forefight of their fovereign. The in- 
ftruments of luxury were immediately prepared 
to captivate the Barbarians ; filken garments, 
foft and fplendid beds, and chaiqs and collars 
.. V a incrufted 
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c ^A P. incrufted with gold. The ambaffadors, content, 
with fuch liberal reception, departed from Con- 
ftantinople, and Valentin, one of the Emperor's 
guards, was fent with a fimilar character to their 
camp at the foot of Mount Caucafus. As their 
deilrudtion or their fuccefs muft be alike advan- 
tageous to the empire, he perfuaded them to in- 
vade the enemies of Rome ; and they were eafily 
tempted, by gifts and promifes, to gratify their 
ruling inclinations. Thefe fugitives, who fled 
before the Turkifh arms, pafled the Tanais and 
Boryflhenes, and boldly advanced into the heart 
of Poland and Germany, violating the law of 
nations, and abufing the rights of vi6lory. Be- 
fore ten years had elapfed, their camps were 
feated on the Danube and the Elbe, many Bul- 
garian and Sclavonian names were obliterated 
from the earth, and the remainder of their tribes 
are found, as tributaries and vaflals, under the 
ftandard of the Avars. The chagan, the pecu- 
liar title of their king, ftill affedted to cultivate 
the friendlhip of the Emperor ; and Juftinian 
entertained fome thoughts of fixing them in 
Pannonia, to balance the prevailing power of the 
Lombards. But the virtue or treachery of an 
Avar betrayed the fecret enmity and ambitious 
defigns of their countrymen j and they loudly 
complained of the timid, though jealous policy, 
of detaining their ambafla.dors, and denying the 
arms which they had been allowed to purchafe 
in the capital of the empire ^\ 

Perhaps 

^* The embaffies and firil conqueib of the Avars may be read in Me- 

aander (£xcerpt| Legat. p. 99/ ioO| xoi. 1549 Z55«)* Theophanes 

* . (p.i96.> 
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Perhaps the apparent change in the difpofitions c H A F. 
t)f the Emperors, may be afcribed to thecmbafly ^ ^^^'^ 
which was received from the conquerors of the Embaffies 
Avars 35. The immenfe diftance which eluded ^^^^ ^ 

Tunes and 

their arms, could not extinguifli their refentment: Romans, 
the Turkifti ambaffadors purfued the footfteps of ^-^ 
the vanquiftied to the Jaik, the Volga, Mount ^ ^~^ ** 
Caucafus, the Euxine,and Conftantinople, and at 
length appeared before the fucceflbr of Conftan- 
tine, to requeft that he would not efpoufe the 
caufe of rebels s^nd fugitives* Even commerce 
had fome (hare in this remarkable negotiation : 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries 
of the Turks, embraced the fair occafion of open- 
ing, by the north of the Cafpian, a new road for 
the importation of Chinefe filk into the Roman 
empire. The Perfian, who preferred the naviga- 
tion of Ceylon, had Hopped the caravans of Bo- 
chara and Samarcand: their filk was contemptu- 
«>ufly burnt : fome Turkifli ambaffadors died in 
Perfia, with a fufpicion of poifon ; and the grejit 
khan permitted his faithful vaffal Maniach, the 
prince of the Sogdoites, to propofe, at the By- 
zantine court,, a treaty of alliance againft their 
common enemies. Their fplendid apparel and 
rich prefents, the fruit of Oriental luxury, dif- 
tinguiihed Maniach and his colleagues, from the 

(p. I96.)9 the Hiflona Mifcella (1. xvi. p. I09.)> and Gregoty of Tourt 
(I. iy. c. 23. 19. in the HiitOTians of France^ torn. |L p. 214. 217.). 

3^ Theoi^nes (Chron. p. 204.) and the Hill. Mifcella (1. xvL p. i io.)» 
as underftoodrbyDe Guignes (torn. i. part ii. p. 354*)» appear to ipeak 
of a Turkifh embaiOfy to Juftinian himfelf ; but that of Maniach, in the 
fourth year of his fucceflbr Juftin, is pofitively the firft that reached 
Confiantiaople (Menander^ p. io8.)» 

u X rude 
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^ H A P. Hide favages of the North; their letters^ in the 
^^' ^ Scythian character and language, announced 
a people who had attained the rudiments of 
fcience ^* : they enumierated the conquefts, they 
offered the friendfliip and military aid of the 
7?urks; and their fincerity was attefted by direful 
imprecations l^if they were guilty of falfehood) 
againft their own head, and the head of Difabul 
their matter. The Greelf Prince entertained 
with hofpitable regard the ambafladdrs of a re- 
mote and powerful monarch: the fight of filk- 
worojs and looms difappointed the hopes of the 
Spgdoites; the Emperor renounced, or feemed 
to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accepted 
the alliance of the Turks ; and the ratification of 
the treaty was carried by a Roman minifter to 
the foot of Mount Altai. Under the fucceflbrs 
of Juftinian, the friendfliip of the two nations 
was cultivated by frequent and cordial inter- 
courfe ; the moft favoured vaflals were permitted 
to imitate the example of the great khan, and 
one hundred and fix Turks, who, on various 
occafions, had vifited Confl;antinople, departed 
at the fame time for their native country. The 
duration and length of the journey from the 
Byzantine court to Mount Altai are not ipecified : 
it might have been difficult to mark a road 



^ The Ru£Qans lia^^ found charatSters, rude hieroglyphics, on the 
Irtifh and Yenifei, on medals, tombe, idols, rocks, obelifks, &c. (Strah- 
leniberg, Hift. of Siberia, p. 324. 346. 406. 4a9«)- Dr« Hyde (de Reli- 
gione Vetenim Perfarum, p. 521, ^c) has given two alphabets of Thi- 
bet and of the Eygours. I have long harboured a fufpidon that all the 
Scythijn, and/om^, perhaps mucjbj of the Indian fcience^ was derived 
from the Greeks of Ba^briana. 

II through 
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through the riamelefs deferts, the mountains, c H' A P. 
rivers, and moraffes of Tartary ; but a curious ^ ^ ^' 
account has been preferved of the reception of 
the Roman ambafladors at the rpyal camp. Aft^t 
they had been purified with fire and incenie^ 
according to a rite ftill pra6lifed under the fons 
of Zingis, they were introduced to the prefence 
of Difabul, In a valley of the Golden Mountain, 
they found the great khan in his tent, feated in 
a chair with wheels, to which an horfe might be 
x>ccafionally harnefied. As foon as they had 
delivered their prefents, which were received by 
the proper officers, they expofed, in a florid 
oration, the wiflies of the Roman Emperor, that 
viaory might attend the arms of the Turks, that 
their reign might be long and prosperous, and 
that a ftriS: alliance, without envy or deceit, 
might for ever be maintained between the two 
moft powerful nattions of the earth;. The anfwer 
x>f Difabul correfponde4 with thefe friendly pro- 
feffions, and the ambafladors were feated by his 
fide» at a banquet which lafted the greateft part 
x)f the day ; the tent was furrounded witli filk 
hangings, and a Tartar liquor yy^ lerved on the 
table, which poflefled at leafl^ the intoxicating 
qualities of wine. The entertainment of th© 
fucceeding day was more fumptuous ; the filk 
hangings of the fecond tent were embroidered 
in various figures ; and the royal feat, the cups, 
and the vafes, were of gold^ A third pavilion 
was fupported by columns of gilt wood j a bed 
of pure and mafly gold was raifed on four pea* 
cock9 of the iape metal : and before the en^ 

u 4 tranci^ 
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trance of the tent, dilhes, bafons, and ftatues of 
folid filver, and admirable art, were oftentatioufly 
piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather, 
than of induftry. When Difabul led his armies 
againft the frontiers of Perfia, his Roman allies 
followed many days the march of the Turkifli 
camp, nor were they difmiffed till they had en-' 
joyed their precedency over the envoy of the 
great king, whofe loud and intemperate clamours 
interrupted the filence of the royal banquet. 
The pewer and ambition of Chofroes cemented 
the union of the Turks and Romans, who touched 
his dominions on either fide : but thofe dillant 
nations, regardlefs of each other, confulted the 
di6lates of intereft, without recoUedling the 
obligations of oaths and treaties. While the fuc- 
ceffor of Difabul celebrated his father's obfequies, 
he was fainted by the ambafladors of the Emperor 
Tiberius, whopropofed an invafion of Perfia, and 
fufl^ained, with firmnefs, the angry, and perhaps 
the jufl:, reproaches of that haughty Barbarian. 
*^ You fee my ten fingers,*' faid the great khan, 
and he applied them to his mouth, ** you 
*' Romans fpeak with as many tongues, but 
" they are tongues of deceit and perjury. To 
" me you hold one language^ to my fubje6ls 
" another : and the nations are fucceffively de- 
" luded by your perfidious eloquence. Youpre- 
** cipitate your allies into war and danger, you 
" enjoy their labours, and you negledl your 
** benefafilors. Haften your return, inform your 
" mafl:er that a Turk is incapable of utter- 
" ing or forgiving falfliood, and that he fliall 

«« fpeedily 
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** fpeedily meet the punilhnient which he de- chap. 

" ferves. While he folicits my friendftiip with , J^'^ 

" flattering and hollo\y words, he is funk to a con- 

** federate of my fugitive Varchonites. If I con- 

** defcend to march againft thofe contemptible 

** flaves, they will tremble at the found of our 

*' whips ; they will be .trampled, like a neft of 

*^ ants, under the feet of my innumerable ca- 

** valry. I am not ignorant of the road which 

^* they followed to invade your empire ; nor can 

** I be deceived by the vain pretence, that Mount 

^ Caucafus is the impregnable barrier of the Ro- 

** mans. I know the courfe of the Niefter, the 

*^ Danube, and the Hebrus ; the moll warlike • 

** nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks j 

** and from the rifing to the fetting fun, the 

*« earth is my inheritance/' Notwithftanding 

this menace, a fenfe of mutual advantage foon 

renewed the alliance of the Turks and Romans: 

but the pride of the great khan furvived his re- 

fentment : and when he announced an important 

conquell to his friend the Emperor Maurice, he 

ftyled himfelf the mailer of the feven races, and 

the lord of the feven climates of the world ". 

Difputes have, often arifen between the fove- state of 
reigns of Afia, for the title of king of the world ; ^^^fia, 
while the conteft has proved that it could not 500-I530. 
belong to either of the competitors. The king- 
dom of the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or 
Gihon J and Touran was feparated by that great 

^^ All the details of thefe Turkifh and Roman emballieS) fo curious in 
the hiftory of human mannersy are dra^ii from the Eztradls of Menan- 
der (p. 106 — no. I5i-^i54- i6x— 164-)> in which we often regret 
the want of order and connexion. 

river 
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CHAP, river from the rival monarchy of Iran^ or Ferfia* 
which in a fmaller compafs containjed perhaps a 
larger meafure of power and population. The 
Perfians, who alternately invaded and repulfed 
the Turks and the Romans, were ftill ruled by 
the houfe of Saflan, which afcended the throne 
three hundred years before the acceffion of Jut 
tinian. His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, 
had been fuccefsful in war againft the Emperor 
Anaftafius ; but the reign of that prince was dit 
tra6ted by civil and rejyigious troubles. A pri- 
foner in the hands of his fubje^jks ^ an exile among^ 
the enemies of Perfia; he recovered his liberty 
by proftituting the honour of his wife, and re- 
gained his kingdom with the dangerous and 
mercenary aid of the Barbarians, who had flain 
his father. His nobles were fufpicious that 
Kobad never forgave the authors of his expul- 
fion, or even thofe of his reftoraticMi. The 
people was deluded and inflamed by the fana^ 
ticifm of Mazdak ^% who aflerted the community 
of women 3*, and the equality of mankind, whilft 
he appropriated the richeft lands and mpft beau- 
tiful females to the ufe of his fe£taries. The 
view of thefe diforders, which had been fomented 
by his laws and example ^, embittered the de- 
clining 

^ Sec d'Herbelot (^bliot Orient, p.568. 939.); Hyde (de Religione 
Vet.Periaruniy c.2Z. p. 2909 291.): Pocock(%)ec]inen HilL Arab. p.7Q» 
71.); Eutychius (Annal. torn. il. p. 176.); Texeira (in Stevensi HifL of 
Perfiay I L c. 34.). 

^^ The fame of the new law for the community of women was fooa 
propagated in Syria ( Afleman. Bibliot. Orient, torn. uL p. 403.)^ and 
Greece (Procop. Perfic. 1. i. c. 5.). 

^ He offered his own wife and fifter to the prophet ; but the prayer* 
of NuiUrvaaikYed his iao(heri a&d the iodigiiaat nooarch never for- 
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jclioing age of the Perfian monarchy and his fears c H A P. 
were increafed by the confcioufnefs of his defign ^^"* 
to reverie the natural and cuftomary order of fuc- 
ceffion, in favour of his third and moll favoured 
fon, fp famous under the names of Chofroes and 
Nuftiirvan* To render the youth more illuftri- 
ous in the eyes of the nations, Kobad was de- 
iirous that he fhould be adopted by the Emperor 
Juftin: the hope of peace inclined the Byzantine 
court to accept this lingular propofal ; and Chof- 
roes might have acquired a fpecious claim to 
the inheritance of his Roman parent. But the 
future mifchief was diverted by the advice of 
the quaaftor Proclus: a difficiulty was ftarted, 
whether th^ adoption fliould be performed as a 
civil or military rite ^' ; the treaty was abruptly 
dilfolved ; and the fenfe of this indignity funk 
deep into the mind of Chofroes, who had already 
advanced to the Tigris on his road to Conllan^ 
tinople. His father did not long furvive the 
difapppintment of his wilhes: the teftament 01 
their deceafed fovereign was readJn the affembly 
of the nobles ; and a powerful fa6lion, prepared 
for the event, and regardlefs of the priority of 
age, exalted Chofroes to the throne of Perfia* 
He mied that throne during a profperous period 



'%9.ve the kimuliadon to which his filial piety had fiooped: pedes tuos 
4eofculatU8 (iaid he to Mazdak)> cujus faetor adJiuc nares occupat(Po* 
cocky Specimen Hiii. Arab, p* 7i>)* 

^^ IVocopmsy Perfic, 1. i. c. 11. Was not Proclus over-wife ? Was 
not the danger imaginary?—- The excufe^ at leaft^ was injurious to a 
nation not ignorant of letters; ti y^^^Mo-t ol^ac^iQacpfn tu; vouSa-g, 
voumotk»>s}^ QwKanv (Txitm. Whether any mode oi adc^ion was prac« 
lifed in Perfia^ I mach dottbt« 

/ of 
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CHAP, of forty-eight years ** ; and the Justice of ll^u- 
^^^i- Ihirvan is celebrated as the theme of immortal 
praife by the nations of the Eaft. 
Reign of But the juftice of kings is underftood by them- 
^^^ felves, and even by their fubjedls, with an ample 
chofroes, indulgence for the gratification of paffion and in- 
^,^' _^ tereft. The virtue of Chofroes was that of a 
conqueror, who, in the meafures of peace and 
war, is excited by ambition, and reftrained by 
prudence J who confounds the greatnefs with the 
happinefs of a nation, and calmly devotes the 
lives of thoufands to the fame, or even the amiife- 
ment, of a fingle man. In his domeftic admini- 
ftration, the juft Nulhirvan would merit in our 
feelings the appellation of a tyrant. His two 
elder brothers had been deprived of their fair 
expefilations of the diadem : their future life, 
between the fupreme rank and the condition of 
fubje6ls, was anxious to themfelves and formi- 
dable to their mailer : fear as well as revenge 
might tempt them to rebel} the flighted evi- 
dence of a confpiracy fatisfied the author of their 
wrongs ; and the repofe of Chofroes was fecured 
by the death of thefe unhappy princes, with their 
families and adherents. One guiltlefs youth was 
faved and difmiffed by the compaflibn of a ve- 

** From Procopius and Agathias, Pagi (torn, ii, p. 543. 6a6.) has 
proved that Chofroes Nuihirvan afcended the throne in the fifth year of 
Juftinian (A. D. 531, April i; — A. D. 53a, April i.). But the true 
chronology, which harmonizes with the Greeks and Orientals, isafccr- 
tained by John Malala (tom.ii. an,). Cabades, or Eobad, after a reign 
of forty-three years and two months, fickenedthe 8th, and died the 
1 3th of September, A. D. 5 3 1, aged eighty-two years. According to the 
annalsof Eutychius,Nufluiwan reigned forty-feven years and fix months j 
and his death muft confequently be placed in March A. D. 579. 

16 teran 
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teran general ; and this a6l of humanity, which chap. 
was revealed by his fon, overbalanced the merit ^^^' 
of reducing twelve nations to the obedience of 
Perfia. The zeal and * prudence of Mebodes 
had fixqd the diadem on the head of Chofroes 
himfelf ; but he delayed to attend the royal fum- 
mons till he had performed the duties of a mili- 
tary review : he was inftantly commanded to re- 
pair to the iron tripod, which flood before the 
gate of the palace ^% where it was death to relieve 
or approach the viftim ; and Mebodes languiftied 
feveral days before his fentence was pronounced, 
by the inflexible pride and calm ingratitude of 
the fon of Kobad. But the people, more elpe- 
cially in the Eaft, is dilpofed to forgive, and even 
to applaud, the cruelty which flrikes at the loftieft 
heads ; at the flaves of ambition, whofe voluntary 
choice has expofed them to live in the fmiles, 
and to perifh by the frown of a capricious mo- 
narch, in the execution of the laws which he had 
no temptation to violate j in the punifhment of 
crimes which attacked his own dignity, as well as 
the happinefs of individuals ; Nufliirvan, or Chof- 
roes, deferved the appellation ofjti/i. His go- 
vernment was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It 
was the firft labour of his reign to abolifli the dan- 
gerous theory of common or equal pofleffions: the 
lands and women which the fedlaries of Mazdak 
had ufurped, were refl:ored to their lawful own- 
ers ; and the temperate chaflifement of the fa- 

43 Procopiusy Perfic. 1. i. c, %$* Brfflbn de Rega. Perf. p. 494. 
The gate of the palace of Ifpahan is, or v^as» the fatal fcene of (^grace 
or death (Chardin, Voyage enPerfei torn, i v. p. 3i»> aiaO* 

natic8 
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€ H A P. natics or impoftors confirmed the domeftic right* 
y^^' of fociety. Inftead of liftening with blind confi- 
dence to a favourite minifter, he eftabliflied four 
viziers over the four great provinces of his em- 
pire, Aflyria, Media, Perfia, and Ba6lriana. In 
the choice of judges, pr»fe6ts, and counfellors, 
he fl^rove to remove the mafk which is always 
worn in the prefence of kings ; he wifhed to fub- 
ftitute the natural order of talents for the acci* 
dental diftimftions of birth and fortune; he pro* 
fefled, in fpecious language, his intention to 
prefer thofe men who carried the poor in their 
bofoms, and to banifli corruption from the feat of' 
Jufl,ice, as dogs were excluded from the temples 
of the Magi, The code of laws of the firft Ar- 
taxerxes was revived and publiftied as the rule of 
the magiftrates ; but the affurance of fpeedy pu- 
nifliment was the bed fecurity of their virtue. 
Their behaviour was infpe6led by a thoufand 
eyes, their words were overheard by a thoufand 
ears, the fecret or public agents of the throne ; 
and the provinces, from the Indian to the Ara- 
bian confines, were enlightened by the frequent 
vifits of a fovereign, who affe6led to emulate his 
celeftial brother in his rapid and falutary career. 
Education and agriculture he viewed as the two 
objefits moil deferving of his care. In every city 
of Perfia, orphans and the children of the poor 
were maintained and inftru6led at the public ex- 
pence ; the daughters were given in marriage to 
the richeft citizens of their own rank, and the 
fons, according to their different talents, were 
employed in mechanic trades, or promoted to 

more 
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aiore honourable fervice. The deferted villages chap.' 
were relieved by his bounty ; to the peafants and ^^^ 
farmers who were found incapable of cultivating ' 
their lands^ he diftributed cattle, feed, and the 
inftruments of huflbandry ; and the rare and inefU* 
mable treafure of frefli water was parfimonioufly 
managed, and fkilfully difperfed over the arid 
territory of Perfia ^\ The profperity of that 
kingdom was the efte^ and the evidence of his 
virtues: his vices are thofe of Oriental defpotifm; 
but in the long competition between Chofioes 
and Juftinian, the advantage both of merit and 
fortune is almoll always on the fide of the Bar- 
barian *K 

To the praife of juftice Nufliirvan united the Ms love of 
reputation of knowledge ; and the feven Greek ^**™^5- 
philolbphers, who vifited his court, were invited 
and deceived by the ftrange affurance, that a diC 
ciple of Plato was feated on the Perfian throne. 
Did they expe6l that a prince, ftrenuoufly exer- 
cifed in the toils of war and government, ihould 
agitate, with dexterity like their own, the ab- 
ilrufe and profound queftions which amufed the 

^ In Peffia, the prince of the waters 19 an officer of ftate. The 
number of wells and fubterraneous channels is much diminiihedy and 
wkh it the fertility of the foil; 400 wells have been recently loft near 
iTauris, and 429000 were once reckoned in the province of Khorafaa 
(Charc&i. torn. iii. p. 99, locr. Tavemier, torn i. p. 466.). 

*** The character ind government of Nufliirvan is reprefented fome* 
times in the ^ords of d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 680, &c. from 
Khendfemir), Eutychius Annul, tom. ii. p« 1 799 180.^ — very rich), Abul- 
pharagius (Dynaft. vii. p. 94, 95. — very poor), Tarikh Shcikard 
(p. 144—150.), Texeira (in Stevens, 1. i. c. 3$')* Afleman. (Bibliot^ 
Orient, torn. iii. p. 4O4 — 410.), and the Abbe Fourmont (Hift. de 
jAcad. des tnfcriptlons, torn. vii. p. 3%s — 3340> who has tranflated % 
Ifurious or ipenuin^ teftament of Nufliirvan* 

leifure 
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CHAP, leifureofthefchools of Athens? Could they hope 
' ^^^1-/ *^^*' ^^^ precepts of philofophy (hould dire6l the 
life, and control the paffions, of a defjjot, whofe 
infancy had been taught to confider his abfolute 
and flu^luating will as the only rule of moral ob- 
ligation^^ ? The ftiidies of Chofroes were often- 
tatious and fuperficial : but hisexample awakened 
the curiofity of an ingenious people, and the light 
of fcience was diffufed over the dominions of 
Perfla*^ At Gondi Sapor, in the neighbour- 
hood of the royal city of Sufa, an academy of phy- 
Gc was founded, which infenfibly became a li- 
beral fchool of poetry, philofophy, and rhetoric *^ 
The annals of the monarchy*^ were compofed ; 
and while recent and authentic hiftorj'^ might 
afford fome ufeful lefTons both to the prince and 
people, the darknefs of the firft ages was embel- 
lifhed by the giants, the dragons, and the fabu- 
lous heroes of Oriental romance ^°. Every learned 

or 

^^ A tliouland years before his birth, the judges of Perfia had given 
% foleom opinion— -TV "Raoikivom Tifpcrtm s^uvqu ^amiuv ro av BovXrirou 
(Herodot. I. iiL c. 31. p. 210. edit. VV'efleling.). . Nor had this corilH- 
tutional maxim been negltedled as an ufelefs and barren theory. 

*^ On the fiterary ftate of Perfia, the Greek verfions, philofophers, 
fophifls, the learning or ignorance of Chofroes, Agathias (1. ii. c* 66-^ 
71.) difplays much information and ftrong prejudices, 

*' Afleman. Bibliot. Orient tom. iv. p. dcclxv. vi, viL 

*' The Shah Nameh, or Book of Kings, is perhaps the original re- 
cord of hiftory which was tranflated into Greek by the interpreter Ser- 
gius (Agathias, L v. p. I4i»)» preferved after the Mahometan conqueft, 
and verfified in the year 994* by the national poet Ferdouffi. See 
d'Anquetil (Mem, de I'Academie, tom. xxxL p. 379.X ^^^ S"* William 
Jones (Hift. of Nader Shah^p. 161.). 

*° In the fifth century, the name of Reftom or Roftom, an hero who 
equalled the flrength of twelve elephants, was familiar to the Arme- 
nians (Mofes Chorenenfis^Hifi:. Armen. 1. li. c. 7. p. 96. edit. Whiilon). 
In the beginning of the feventh, the Periian Romance of Roftam and 
Isfendiar was applauded at Mecca (Sale's Koran, c. xxxi. p. 335«)* 

Yet 
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or coufident ftranger was enriched by the bounty, C H A p. 
and flattered by the converfation,of the monarch • ' ^^ • 
he nobly rewarded a Greek phyfician *', by the 
deliverance of three thoufand captives; and the 
ibphifls .who contended for his favour, were ex-' 
afperated by the wealth and infolence of Uranius, 
their more fuccefsful rival. Nufliirvan believed, 
or at lead reipedled, the religion of the Magi ; and. 
Ibme traces of perfecution may be difcovered in 
his reign ^^. Yet he allowed himfelf freely to com- 
pare the tenets of the various fe6ls ; and the theo- 
logical difputes in which he frequently prefided 
diminiflied the authority of the prieft, and en- 
lightened the minds of the. people. At his coin- 
mand, the moll celebrated writers of Greece and 
India were tranflated into the Perfig.n language.; 
a fmooth and elegant idiom, recommended by 
JVfahomet to the ufe of paradife: though it is 
branded with the epithets of favage and unmu- 
fical, by the ignorance and prefumption of Aga- 
thias". Yet the Greek hiftorian might reafonably 
wonder, that it fliould be found poifible to exe- 
cute an entire verfion of Plato and Ariftotle in a 

Yet this expofition of ludicnim novae hiftoriae, is not given by Maracci 
(Refutat. Alcoran, p. 544 — 548.). 

5* Procop. Goth. l.iv. c* 10. Kobad had a favourite Greek phyfi- 
cian^ Stephen of Edefla (Perfic. I. ii. c. 26.). The pradlice was ancient ; 
and Herodotus relates the adventures of Democedes of Crotona (I; iii. 
cl 1*5— 137.). 

'^ See Pagiy torn. ii. p. 626. In one of the treaties an honourable 
article was inferted for tjic toleration and burial of the Catholics (Me- 
nander, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 142.)' Nufliizad, a fon of Nufliurvan, was 
» Chriftian, a rebel, and — a martyr? (D'Herbelot, p. 681.). 

" On the Perfian language, and its three diale<Sls, confult D'An- 
quetU (p. 3^39 — 343O and Jones (p. 153—185.): ayfmt rm yXwr]»j kcu 
otfAtiaoTara}^ is the charadler which Agathias (1. ii. p. 66.) afcribes to an 
idiom renowned in the £aft for poetical foftneis. 

vo^, yiu X foreign 
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C$A:f. ibr^gM dfdeft, \Hiich Ha* ilotf been framed f<? 
xtm exprefif the fpirib of freedom aiid- die fabtleties of 
^hilofophic difl^uifltiorii And, if the ifeafoh of 
iSie Stagyrite might be equally dark, or equally^ 
intelligible iii every tongue, the dran^atic art aiid' 
verbal argumentation of the difcipleof Socrates*^ 
appear to be itidiffolubly mingled with the grace 
itiid^perie^ion ctf his Attic ftylie. In the fearch" 
df uhivetlkl knowledge, Nufliirvari was infornied, 
diat the moral arid political fables of l^ilptf^, aii 
^ci^t Brachmari, were preferved Witli jfealons^ 
I'cvereMce among the treafures of the kirtgd^ g^ 
hidia. The phyficiari Perozes was* fecretHy dill' 
patchefdto the banks^of the Ganges, with ii4ftru€* 
tiotts to procure, at any price, the comiriunicatioA' 
of this S^aluable work. His dexterity obtained af 
ti^aififcript, hislearned diligence accomplilhed'the 
ttanflatidn; and the fables of Pilpay^^ were rtad 
atld admired in the aflembly of iSfuihirvari and 
hi^nobies. The Indian original, and the Perfian 
cbj)y, have long fince difappeared : but this* vene- 
rable riidriumeht has beeti feVed by the cuflofity 
of the Aratiian caliphs, revived in the modferta 
Perfic, the Turkilh, the Syriac, the Hebrew, and 

^^ Agathlas fpecifies the Goi^gias, Phsedohy Patrnbtdde^ ahd Ti- 
niaeu?. Kenaudot (Fabriciiis, Fibliot. Grtecl toifa. xU. pi 146^—^^*61.) 
d(fe8 not irienlioh thiis Barbaric veHioh of Arirfotl6t 

55 Of tliefe fables, I have feen three' copies in thWfe*<tiifl(fe^ftt latf* 
guages: i. In Gr<r^/&, Jranflated by Simeon Seth (A.D. riob) ft6id 
the Arabic, and publShed by StarcTc at Bferlin id' t<^9"7,» in ftfmo. 
». In L'aiJn, a verfiori froni* the Greek, Sapieiitia Lidorurti', inJ^edl)/ 
Pere Pouflin at the end of his edition of PacHynaef (p. 547— ^ao.d<Iit. 
Roman). 3. In French', from the TitfkiHi, dedicated, in I54b> to ^- 
tan Solimaii. Contes ei Fables Indieiines de Bidpai' et de Loldxuui, 
par M. M. Galland et Cardonne, Paris, 1778. 3 vbisi iii iziho. BB*. 
Wharton (Hlllbry of Englifli Poetry, vol, i. p. li^-^rjlO takes a largdP 
fcope. 

the 
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the* Grfeek idioms; and triansfufed through fuc- C H a l^^ 
CeHive' verfions into the modern languages of ^?^^^ 
EurOJ)€f. In their prefent form, the peculiar 
dhafa^ter; the ihatmers and* religion of the Efin- 
dbos", are dompletely obliterated ; and the in- 
trinfid merit dfthe'fables' of Pilpay is far inferior 
tb the dohdife degawcfe of Phaedrus, and the ni. 
tlve gfkdeis of Lj[ Fontaine. Fifteen moral and 
politidal' fentendes are" iiruffrated' in a feries of 
apologues : But thi^ dompofition is infri^cate, the 
narrative pi'olix^, and the precept obvious and 
barren. Yet the Birachman may affume the 
tn^ritofirvventinga pleafing li6i;ion, which adorns 
the na'kedliefs of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, 
fa d foyal ear, the harfiinefs df inftrtiftion. With 
a flmilar dieflgil, to aditnonifli kings that they are 
Ifrbng'orily in the flrength of tbeir fiibje6ts, thd 
^me'Indianririvetited the game of chefs, which 
v^as likeA^ife introduced intd Peffia under the 
r^^ti 6f l^ilfllirvan 'K 

Tffd foil of Kobad' found hls'kitigdbffi involved' peace and 
iifat Wir with the fudceflbr of Cortftantme ; and war with 
t&ie' arixiety of his^ dome'ftid fitaation incllndd ^J^ 
Btrtt td'grattt the Mj^ttifidtt of arms, which Jut a.d. 
tiniktl was intpatieitt to purchafe. Chofroes faw ^33—539- 
the Rdittaif afnbafladof ^ at hiS'feet. He accepted* 
dfeVdti thoufatid'poftnds'ofgolci, as the price of 
aa end^fs or indefinite peace^^ \ ibme mutual ex- 

ehangef 

^Senile HBftarui. S^ahiludlt o£ Df. My^le? (SynU^m. DiflbtaC. 
tMa.ife<p»6f^ — 690«- 

^7 The jBiidtiBrs peafie (F^t)ec^iito«T PeHIc L L e. %f*) wa^ concluded 

or ratified iu the vith year» atfd iudoo]ifuUU|^Q(:JafiiAtt& (A. 'D^si^ 

X % between 
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CHAP, changes were regulated ; the Perfian affumed 
XLH. the guard of the gates of Caucafus, and the de- 
molition of Dara was fufpended, on condition 
that it fliould never be made the refidence of 
the general of the Eaft. This interval of repofe 
had been folicited, and was diligently improved 
by the ambition of the Emperor : his African 
conquefts were the firft fruits of the Perfian 
Treaty; and the avarice of Chofroes was foothed 
by a large portion of the fpoils of Carthage, 
which his ambafladors required in a tone of 
pleafantry, and under the colour of friendfliip ^'. 
But the trophies of Belifarius difturbed the 
flumbers of the Great King j and he heard with 
iaftonilhment, envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, 
and Rome itfelf, had been reduced, in three ra- 
pid campaigns, to the obedience of Juftinian. 
Unpradlifed in the art of violating treaties, he 
fecretly excited his bold and fubtle vaflal Al- 
mondar. That prince of the Saracens, who re- 
fided at Hira^% had not been included in the 
general peace, and ftill waged an obfcure war 
againft his rival Arethas, the chief of the tribe of 
Gaflan, and confederate of the empire. The fub- 
je6l of their difpute was an extenfive flieep-walkin 
the defert to the fouth of Palmyra. An immemo- 
rial tribute for the licence of pafture, appeared to^ 

between January i, and April i. Pagi, tom.ii. p. 550.). Marcellmui» 
in his chronicle, ufes the ftyle of Medes and Perfians. 

*® Procopius, Perfic. 1. i. c. a6. 

*' Almondar, King of Hira, was depofed by Kobad, and reftored by 
Nuflurvan. His mother, from her beauty, was furnamed CaUfital 
nvater9 an appellation which became hereditary, and was extended for 
a more noble caufe (liberality in famine) to the Arab princes <^ Syria 
(Pocock, Specimen Hifi. Arab. p. 69» 70.). 

atteft 
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atteft the rights of Almondar, while the Gaflanit^ chap. 
appealed to the Latin name of ftrata, a paved ^_^^ 
road, as an unqueftionable evidence of the fove- 
reignty and labours of the Romans *^ The 
two monarchs fupported the caufe of their re- 
. Ipedtive vaflals ; and the Perfian Arab, without 
expe6ling the event of a flow and doubtful arbi- 
tration, enriched his flying camp with the fpoil 
and captives of Syria. Inftead of repelling th^ 
arms, Juftinian attempted to feduce the fidelity, 
of Almondar, while he called from the extremi- 
ties of the earth the nations of ^Ethiopia and 
Scythia to invade the dominions of his rival. 
But the aid of fuch allies' was diftant and pre- 
carious, and the difcovery of this hoftile cor- 
refpondence juftifled the complaints of the Goths 
and Armenians, who implored, almoft at the 
fame time, the protection of Chofroes. The de- 
fcendants of Arfaces, who were ftill numerous in 
Armenia, had been provoked to aflert the lafl, 
relics of national freedom and hereditary rank ; 
and the ambafladors of Vitiges had fecretly tra- 
verfed' the empire to expofe the inftant, and 
almofl: inevitable, danger of the kingdom of Italy. 
Their reprefentations were uniform, weighty, 
and effectual. . *' We fl;and before your throne, 
** the advocates of your interefl: as well as of our 
** own. The ambitious and faithlefs Juftinian 
** dfpires to be the fole matter of the world. 

*» PhKopiusy Perfic. 1. ii. c. I. We are ignorant of the origin and. 
object of diis ftrata^ a paved road of ten days* journey from Aura«. 
nitis to Babylonia. (See a Latin note in Delifle's Map Imp. Orient.) 
Wefleling and D'Anville are iilent. 

X 3 " Since 
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Since the endlefs peace^ which betrayed fhi^ 
common freedom of mankind, that Prince^ 
your ^ally in word^, your eqemy in alliens, has 
ajike infulted his friends and ;foes, and has 
filled the earth with blood and confufion. Has 
he not tviolated the privileges of Armenia^ 
the independence of Colchos, and the wild 
liberty of the Tzanian mountains ? Has he not 
ufurped, with .^qual avidity, the city .of Bojt 
phorus on the frozen JVIseotus, and the valp 
of palm-trees on the.ftiores of the Jled Sea? 
The Moor§, the Vandal.s,,the(joth3,.have been 
fucceffively oppreffed, and each nation Jw 
calmly remained the Q)e6lator of their iieighr 
hour's ruin* Embrace, O King! tl^ fiivo)irable 
moment; the Eafl is left without defence, 
whilethe armies of Juftinian and his renowfifid 
general are detained in the. diftant xf^onsjof 
the Weft. If you hefitate and del^y, Beli-. 
larius and his vi6loriou.s tropps will foonxetiun 
irom the Tiber to the Tigris,. and JEeriia may 
enjoy the wretched confolation of being tbp 
laft devoured*'." By fuch argument^^rGiiof- 
roes was eafily p^ifuaded to imitate the e^aqp^ 
which he conderonqd j but the JBerfian, ambi'^ 
tious of military fame, difdaiued the ;ina£);ive 
warfare of a rival, wj^o iflUed ,his lai]guipai7 
commands from the feciire ftfttiftp fif 4he Bjrsan^ 
tine palace. 



^' I have blf njledy in a Q^ort fp^ech} the t^vp piatioiu of the ^b^ddes 
(of Armenia and the Oothic ambalTador?. IVx)copiu8> in his pfjblic hif- 
tory, feds, and mzSfes vs f^, that ji^iiruan wa«^e true,audb(»r.(gf J^ 
frar (Fofic L iL c a» 3.). 

Whatever 



W^hatever might be the proypcationB.^gShof. c p AJP. 
jpoes,ihe abufed the coiifidenap pf jtr^i^ties : w4 ^^1^;^ 
ithejuft:reproache8Qfjdiifimilteli<)P.9>n4ff^lf€i^ Heinvadet 
.<x>ukl only be concealed hy 4he luftre af h^ ^^^540,. 
vi&odes ^*. The Per-fian airmy, w^bich il*d beep 
•affbmbled in the plains of Babylan, rprvidently 
.declined the Atoa^ cities of M^fapotftmia, jm^ 
fallowed the weftern bartkiof the {EuirfiWteB,'tiJl 
.the :fmaU 4hou^ populo^ ^tpwn Qf 3^u^^ pee* 
ifumed io arreft the progrefr .i)f the iGr^eat J^ing. 
33i€ gates. of Dura» thy treachery and fu^priii^^ 
-vsece bucft op^i ; .and aB foon iis Qhoiroes had 
iftained hisifcymiter.wtth.the blood of thejobajbi* 
{tatrts, he difinifled the ambaffador of Juftiniau 
^o lipfoan his mafter in what pho^ he had leit 
itiie enemy of the ^Romans. Hhe x^cmquei^Qr ftiU 
:aife6ted.tbe praifeofibumanity and juftice ; .and 
sas he j>eheld a ^noble matiron with her infant 
rudely dragged along .the giround, he fighed^ ite 
>ri«ept, andimphned the divine ijuftioe to puiiiih 
ike autiiqr of ihe£e calamities. XeA. the her<l of 
itwelve thoufand captives was ranfomed for two 
^uoddi^dtpoundsof gold; tbe.neighbouringBifliop 
of Sergioplis pledgedihis faith ior^kbe payment ; 
and in the fubfequent-year^he unfeeling avarice 
uofCbofroesexaSted the .penalty of aUiObligation 
.which it JB^as ^generous itO/OontraA and impoffible 



'^'■The invjdion of'Syruty the ruin of Antiodi) '§ec> are related in a 
fiill wd regul^tfffifis by Proc(]piur<Pe(rfic. 1. ii. c. 5— »I4.> J?m?dl col* 
lateral aid can be drawn from the Orientals; yet not they, but D'Her- 
belot'himfelf (p. 6^o.). fhould bluih, when he blames them for making 
^ Ji^itipkm and^Nuihir;yan contemporiaries. On. the ge^gi^liy p(the Jeiat 
^f .'w^, P'i^yille (l^Euphraie, et le Tigre) is fjiffiqent^d fetisfeftoiy. 

X 4 to 



312 THE DECLINE AND FALI, 

CHAP, to difcharge. He advanced into the heart of 
v^"' ■ *^y"^ ' ^^^ ^ feeble enemy, who vanquiihed at 
his approach, difappointed him of the honour of 
victory, and as he could not hope to eftablifli his 
dominion, the Perfian King difplayed in this in- 
road the mean and rapacious vices of a robber. 
Hierapolis, Berrhaea or Aleppo, Apamea and 
Chalcis, were fucceflively befieged; they re- 
deemed their fafety by a ranfom of gold or filver, 
proportioned to their refpe6tive ftrength and 
opulence ; and their new mailer enforced, with- 
out obferving, the terms of capitulation. Edu- 
cated in the, religion of the Magi, he exercifed 
without remorfe the lucrative trade of facrilege j 
and, after ftrippirig of its gold and gems apiece 
of the true crofs, he generoufly reftored the 
naked reli6l to the devotion, of the Chriflians 
and ruins of Apamea. No more than fourteen years had 
elapfed fince Antioch was ruined by an earth- 
quake ; but the Queen of the Eaft, the new 
Theopolis, had been raifed from the ground by 
the liberality of Juftinian ; and the increafing 
greatnefs of the buildings arid the people already 
erafed the memory of this recent difafter. On 
one fide, the city was defended by the mountain, 
on the other by the river Orontes ; but the moll 
acceflible part was commanded by a fuperior 
eminence : the proper remedies were rejedled, 
from the defpicable fear of difcovering its weak- 
nefstothe enemy; andGermanus, the Emperor^s 
nephew, refufed to trufl his perfon and dignity 
within the walls of a befieged city. The people 
of Antioch had inherited the vain and fatirical 

genius 
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genius of their ahceftors : they were elated by a chap. 
fudden reinforcement of fix thoufand foldiers ; ^^^^* 
they difdained the offers of an eafy capitulation j 
^nd their intemperate clamours infulted from the 
ramparts the majefty of the Great King. Under 
his eye the Perfian myriads mounted with fca- 
ling-ladders to the affault j the Roman merce- 
naries fled through the oppofite gate of Daphne ; 
and the generous affiftance of the youth of An- 
tioch ferved only to aggravate the miferies of 
their country. As Chofroes, attended by the 
ambafladors of Juftinian, was defcending from ^ 
the mountain, he affe6led, in i plaintive voice, 
to deplore the obflinacy and ruin of that un- 
happy people ; but the flaughter ilill raged with 
unrelenting fury ; and the city, at the command 
of a Barbarian, was delivered to the flames. The 
cathedral of Antioch was indeed preferved by the 
avarice, not the piety, of the conqueror : a more 
honourable exemption was granted to the church 
of St. Julian, and the quarter of the town \vhere 
the ambafladors refided ; fome difliant fl;reets were 
faved by thefliifting of the wind, and the walls fl;ill 
fubfifl;ed to prote6l, and foon to betray, thfeir new 
inhabitants. Fanaticifm had defaced the orna- 
ments of Daphne, but Chofroes breathed a pur^r 
air amidfl: her groves and fountains; and. fome 
idolaters in his train might facrifice with impu- 
nity to the nymphs of that elegant retreat. 
Eighteen miles below Antioch, the river Orontes 
falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Per- 
fian vifited the term of his conquefl:s : and, after 
bathing alone in the Tea, he offered a folemn facri- 

fice 
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c 9 A P. fice of thanklgiving to the fun^ or rather to 4;t(e 

^xui. Creator of the fun, whom the M^ adored, if 

' this fi&t rflf jfuperftition offended the prejudices of 

the Syrians, they wer« pl^afed by the courtQQi^ 

and even .eager attention with which hfi affifie^ 

at thegjtn^^s of the .circuS;; and ^ CbQ&o^ h^^^ 

Jieard that the bli4e fa£i;ion w^,efpojaied by 1fh$ 

jEmperor, his peremptory cpiqm^nd fecured -^ 

.vi&qry pf the grem charioteer. Frpm the difci* 

pline of his camp the people depved^ore fiatU^ 

.confolation ; an^ they interceded in vain for ^th^ 

life of alpldier who had too faithfully qftpicM^ th^ 

r^piqe of -the juft Nulhirvan. ^t Jengft, ;&• 

.tjgued? though un^iate^, with the Ipoil of Sy:- 

f\^^ he flowly inpvetd ito the .£iiDhrates,:fpr|n^ |i 

[t^^>pflrany bridge ip the neighhouiihopd of ^B^ 

ibalrffusj And .defined the i§)ace,pf .^!(§p /Jjpjjrs.for 

ihe ^ptireipaflr%ge,of ;hip ^HIHQroys hpfl;, Aft^ 

liis retuiin, tie rfpun^a^, at tj^e 4ift9.nce of pj^ 

day '^jonrpey frpHi the>pftlape ofX^^efiphQn9^ new 

city, Wjbioh perpetuated thejqiftt nji?[ie.s c|f .Qhoit 

jroes and of ^ptioph, The.Syrian c^pCiv^ reppgr 

nifedthefprfn ai9d!i}tufktip9rof thq^ 

iDaths arod ,a .ftittely circus wpije jqcmfti^iifted jSy 

Jiheir ufe ; ai^tl ^^ ,e«loiiy qf wuficiaixs .and chaud- 

-ptpe^sreviyeiip A<0ya5ia.thepl^w:Q8,of;fifiri:eQk 

^capital. .By:thcmunificeoqe.pfther9yal.founder^ 

ailiberalallo^^nce was affigned to th^ fprtunat^ 

(B?ciles ; an4 they enjoyed »the fingujar privilege .of 

.ieftowing freedow QHitbe flaves^hannftheyac- 

jcnowledged as their ifeinfinein. iPidei^ixe, and -the 

• Jioly wealth of Jerulalem, W€ir,e :the AeiSt .obje^ 

.1;ha|;:atitra6t.e(J the:».mbiticMa^tOjfatb^:thciiyaxicfS» 
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of Chofiro^s. ConflaDtinople,. aii4 %\^e palace of c h ▲ p. 

YT TT 

tbe CWars^ no longer appeared impregnable or ,^J^ ^^ 
remote ; and his afpiring fancy akeady covered 
Afia Minor with the troqps, and the Blacjc Sea 
with the navies, of Perlia. 

Thefe hopes might have been realizeid, if the Defence 
conqueror of Italy had not been feafonably recall- ^ bcm!^ 
ed to the defence of the Eaft ^K While Chofroes nus, A.D. 
purfued his ambitious defigns on the coaft of the ^^'* 
Euxine, Belilarius, ^t the head of an army with^ 
out pay or difciplin^, encamped beyond the Eu- 
phrate's, within .fi^c n^iles of Nifibis. He me4i- 
jtated, by aikilful opei:ation, to draw the Perfianp 
from their impregnable citadel, and improving 
bis advantage in the rfield, either to intercept 
their retire^t,,Qr perhap^ tp, enter ;the agates with 
the flying Bsurbarians. He advanced one d^y**? 
journey on the territories .qf I?ei;fia,, t^uced the 
forti*e(^ of Sifeu^aue, And)fent the gov^rnpT, vqt^lik 
elight hundred qhofqn horfemen, to fei;ve the E^r 
peror in his Italian wars. Jle. detached Aretha 
and his Arabs, fu{^rted by twelve hundred Ror 
mans, to pais the Tigris, find «to Ta^^^tge the hfir^ 
vefts of Aflyri?!', ^ fruitfulprovince, long exempt 
from thecalamHies of war. 3ntithe.plans qf ^ 
Uiarius were difconq€;i:ted ;by the .untraceable ipi^ 
^t of Arethas, who neither retui;?xed5 to the can^p^ 
nor fent fiay intelligence of his motions. Xh? 
j{lom£in (general .was fixqd in anxious e^pedt^^iq];! 
tp, the feme. fpqt} the tiroe.of Bfitiqn.ejapled, thie 

•^^ in tiie puMk luftMy ^f'^Ptocopius (Perficl. ii. c.(i6. rSy 199 io» 
A<-'M» ^> a6> «7».^); ^9 JwiUi fo^oe %ht4xce]^^9 we mxf 
reafonably (hat oyr ears againil the. malevolent whifper of the Anec- 
1^4 (c.^ 3* widi the ^ote8> as ufual) of Aieinaiu»».> 

ardent 
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CHAP, ardent fun of Mefopotamia inflamed with fevers 
the blood of his European foldiers; and the fta- 
tionary troops and officers of Syria, affe6led to 
tremble for the fafety of their defencelefs cities. 
Yet this diverfionhadalreadyfucceededinforcing 
Chofroes to return with lofs and precipitation; 
and if the ikill of Belifarius had been feconded by 
difcipline and valour, his fuccefs might have fa- 
tisfied the fanguine wiflies of the public, who re- 
quired at his hands the conqueft of Ctefiphon, 
and the deliverance of the captives of Antioch. 

A.D.54a« At the end of the campaign, he was recalled to 
Conftantinople by an ungrateful court, but the 
dangers of the enfuing fpring reftored his confi- 
dence and command; and the hero, almoft alone, 
was difpatched, with the fpeed of poft-horfes, to 
repel, by his name and prefence, the invafion of 
Syria. He found the Roman generals, among 
whom was a nephew of Jufl:inian, imprifoned by 
their fears in the fortifications of Hierapolis. But 
inftead of liftening to their timid counfels, Beli- 
farius commanded them to follow him to Euro- 
pus, where he had refolved to colle6l his forces, 
and to execute whatever God fhould inlpire him 
to atchieve againft the enemy. His firm attitude 
on the banks of the Euphrates reftrained Chof- 
roes from advancing towards Pal6ftine ; and he 
received with art and dignity, the ambafladors, or 
rather fpies, of the Perfian monarch. The plain 
between Hierapolis and the river was covered 
with the fquadrons of cavalry, fix thoufand hunt- 
ers, tall and robuft, who purfued their game with- 
out the apprehenfion of an enemy. On the oppo.- 

16 fite 
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fite bank the ambaffadors defcried a thoufand Ar^ chap. 
menian horfe, who appeared to guard the paffage ^^^^' 
of the Euphrates. The tent of Belifarius was 
of the coarfeft linen, the fimple equipage of a 
wairior who difdained the luxury of the Eaft. 
Around his tent, the nations who marched under 
his ftandard were arranged with Ikilful confufion. 
The Thracians and lUyrians were pofted in the 
front, the Heruli and Goths in the centre ; the 
profpedl was clofed by the Moprs and Vandals, 
and their loofe array feemed to multiply their 
numbers. Their drefs was light and a6live ; one 
foldier carried a whip, another a fword, a third 
a bow, a fourth, perhaps, a battle axe, and the 
whole pidlure exhibited the intrepidity of the 
troops and the vigilance of the general. Chof- 
roes was deluded by the addrefs, and awed by 
the genius, of the lieutenant of Juftinian. , Con- 
fcious of the merit, and ignorant of the force, of 
his antagonift, he dreaded a decifiye battle in a 
diftant country, from whence not aPerfian might 
return to relate the melancholy tale. The Great 
King haftened to. repafs the Euphrates ; and Be- 
lifarius preffed his retreat, by affe6ling to op- 
pofe a meafure fo falutary to the empire, and 
which could fcarcely have been prevented by an 
army of an hundred thoufand men. Envy might 
fuggeil to ignorance and pride, that the public 
enemy had been fufFered to efcape: but the 
African and Gothic triumphs are lefs glorious 
than this fafe and bloodlef& vi6tory, in which 
neither fortune, nor the valour of the foldiers, 
can fubtradl any part of the general's renown. 

The 




51 8 THi. ntctmi AH^ f Alt 

(J ft A P The fecond' removal of Bdifarins from tfie Pel*- 
^^^^' fian to the Kalian Wa^, rijvealecf tlie exfteiit' of 
his peffotial naerit, which had correfOfed or fup- 
plied the Waait of difciplSne aind courage. Rfteeii 
generils, without coneeirt or IkiH, fedtfhrougfi the 
itHMitttaitts of -Airmenia an arniy erf* thirty thoofaiid 
' Romans^, inattentive to their fignals; their ranks; 
^d their ettfigttis. Fou-r thou&nd Perfiails, erfw 
firencll^d ia tt!^ tfatalp^ ot T>\xm% vai^qui'fiiedv aU 
moA Without a cofftbat, thiii diforderly multitudcf j 
ftieit lifelefe arittfi were' ifeatteyeddbrig the roafd-, 
a^ their hoWEfeS iUnk under tJie fatigu<f df their 
i4a;pid lligfeft^ But tft^g Arabs- of the Roifikri^ party 
l^tiEfviarited* dVfef their brethren ; the Artnetfi^atiflf 
ftturtited to thteir allegiaftfc^ ; th% cities df I)ara 
aM^£de£^re&Aed a-fudde^aflktilt, ah($a ri^gubi^ 
ffegt^i aifki' tbfe (^afettfttie* of wai* Were fif^encterf 
by tkofe? tff p€^ilei*c^^ A tacit Or ferifla* agrfee-^ 
i«feift^bfetW0«rf tfiie^fWb' fo^rdgtfs- prbteflJed t*<f 

of' CtofeotfiS'^pe' tfetfflttfed to? thfe Cdkhiatt of > 
l^Jc^WSi-^whidfePhafl^n^tfefeiwm^^^ ' 

by tM^iG^am ©f thd-tiiw^^, 
Defcrq). Th€? ^Crcffie^lefigtb i!Sf the Krixitte fe»^^; fttttti' 
g^^^ C6«tfl«itiWk^l6^tb theJ nwotft 0^ the Phafis^^ ttW^ 

Lazic^er b»CK«l^feda*a'*«>Jtt^<^ 

Mingrelia. f^|.^' 

**"Wi^ L^ ^it; diel^<rdntdt of Sofne^and'I'erti^^ die l%kff^ i»' 
tedloftil^f]^ diiPMq^«fln)ra^pag^t^iV6dbpiuii(^^ Ci ts^. i^f* 

^^9 29> so* Gothic 1. iv. c. 7 — 16.^ and'AgatMus (Lik iii. aotdivC 
P«55— 133^* 141.). 

**TkWP^ii^/ai'j orciWIiAiniii^gatioil of thi EiAurfe Ife^ \^cfefcK6<**' 
in Latffl by Sallttft, and is Greek bf Anvta: k The f6)ineF ^t^ky 
\i^cli no longer exiits, has been reftored by thejtnguiar diligence of 
M.' dfer B*da68,' fii^ ppdidfeiit «f tie p^Hana«*At of Dgoii (Hift. d« !a Ht^ 
pobli^ Romainei tonu ii. L iii« p. 199^— a98.)» who yeotttres to afllime 

the 
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fore of feven hundfed ihiles. J'rom the Iberian d h A p. 
Caucafus' the nioft lofty and craggy mountains .^^^ 
of Alia*, that riyef defcends with fuch oblique 
vehemence that itf a fliort fpate it is traverfed 
by one hundred and twenty bridges. Nor does 
the ftreani become placid and navigable till it 
Reaches the town of Sarapaiia, five days* journey 
froih the Cyrus, which flows from the fartie hilis, 
but iii a contrary dife6lion, to the Cafpikti lak^. 
The proximity of thefe rivers have Ibggefied the 
pra:6tice', of at leaft the idea, of wafting the pre- 
cious merchandife of Indiai down the C^usJ oveif 
^e Caljiian, up the Cyfus, aUd with the current 
of fhePhafis into the Eaxitfe and Mediterranean 
feas. As^ it flicceffively cblle6ts the Jtreams of 
the plain of Colchos, the Phafls i6ov6s With di- 
miiiilhed fpeed, though accumulated Weight, 
^t the month it is fixty fathom deep, and half a 
lea^^brbad; but a fiflall Woody iflartdris intef- 
pbfed in themidft of the^ channel: the Water, fo 
Ibon scs: it ha!5 depofited an earthy or m'etaliic 
Ifedim'ettt, floats on the furface of the waves, anrf 
is no longer fufceptible of corruption. In a 
cbtirie of Otlef hnndrerf n^iles, fbrty of Which are 
navi^ble for Wger vefleH the Pbi^s divides^ tbtf 



tfi^ctea^ of the' Rohikh lii*^naif/ ftis dlilfcriJitSoh' 6t tli*6 iSnidtiey 
aj^louny^fbhMid' dP ^Mthe' ftugiii^ts of^thVori^S!, aM of dtt die' 
i^ttW arid Latins #hom Salltift' might cbpyi ot- by \Mi(>itt liig ifliglie be' 
cbpiiidV aiicT tlife ni«hit oF the exeiiutidrl atoheif fof thr\^Wtfirical dejigft: 
a; ThV :?eriplU8 of Arian is addi'effetf t6 tlife'JfiHipef oi' Adriah' (iii dcd- 
g^Jjh. Minbr.Htid'fott, tbitt. il)) aiftd ddiitaiiis whateVei' thd'goVehiofoF 
Pohttos had fteA fi-oirt TrelJizbrid to Diblfcurias; %nrha'teVer Ke Katf 
Kekfd from Diofcuria^ to m Ibimi'e^ ahd whateVfei'hiilaid^ frorii the 
Danube to Trebizond. 

celebrated 
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CHAP, celebrated region of Colchos ^% or Mingrelia *% 
^^^' which, on three fides, is fortified by the Iberian 
and Armenian mountains, and whofe maritime 
coafl: extends about two hundred miles from 
the neighbourhood of Trebizond to Diofcurias, 
and the confines of Circaflia. Both the foil and 
climate are relaxed by exceflive moifl^ure: ^wenty- 
eight rivers, befides the Phafis and his dependent 
ftreams, convey their waters to the fea ; and the 
hollownefs of the ground appears to indicate the 
fubterraneous channels between the Euxine and 
the Galpian. In the fields where wheat or barley 
is fown, the earth is too foft to fuftain the a6lioa 
of the plough ; but the gonij sl fmall grain, not 
unlike the millet or coriander feed, fupplies the 
ordinary food of the people; and the ufe of 
bread is confined to the prince and his nobles. 
Yet the vintage is more plentiful than theharveft; 
and the bulk of the fl;ems, as well as the quality 
of the wine, dilplay the unajflifted powers of 
nature. The fame powers continually tend to 
overfliadow the face of the country with thick 

^ Befides the many occafional hints from the poets^ hiflorians} &c. of 
antiquity, we may confult the geographical defcriptions of Colchos, by 
Strabo (1. xi. p. 760-^765.) and Pliny (Hilt Natur. vi. 5. 19, &c.). 

^' I Ihall quote, and have ufed, three modem defcriptions of Ming- 
relia and the adjacent countries, i. Of the Pere Archangeli LambertI 
(Relations de Thovenot^ part i. p. 3 1 — s^ with a map), who has all the 
knowledge and prejudices of a millionary. %p*0£ Chardin (Voyages 
en Perfe, tom.i. p. 54. 68 — 168.): his obfervations are judicious; and 
his own adventurers in the country are Hill more infbii(5live than hit 
obfervations. 3. Of Peyffonnel (Obfervations fur les Peuples Barbares» 
p- 49> 50>5i« 58. 6a. 64* 65. 71, &c. and a more recent treatife, Sur 
le Commerce de la Mer Noire, tom. ii« p. i — S3*)- he had long refided 
at Caffa, as conful of France ; and hia tnidition is lefs valuable than 
his experience. 

forefts; 
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forefts ; the timber of the hills, and the flax of c ^ A p. 
the plains, contribute to the abundance of naVal ^^^^* 
ftores ; the wild and tame animals, the horfe, 
the ox, and the hog, are remarkably prolific, 
and the name of the pheafant is. exprefl^ve of 
his native habitation on the banks of the Fhafis. 
The gcdd mines to the fouth of Trebizond, 
which are ftill worked with fuflBcient profit, were 
9'^fubje£i of national difpute between Juflinian 
and Chofroes j and it is not unreafonable to 
believe, that a vein of precious metal.may.be 
equally dijfFufed through the circle of the hills, 
although thefe fecret treafures are negle6ted by 
the lazinefs, or concealed by the prudence, of 
the Mingrelians. The waters, impregnated with 
particles of gold, are carefully drained through 
Iheep-fkins or fleeces; but this expedient, the 
ground-work perhaps of a marvelloiis fable, 
affords a faint image of the wealth extracted from 
a virgin earth by the power and indufl^ry of 
ancient kings. Their filver palaces and golden 
chambers furpafs our belief; but the fame of 
their riches is faid to have excited the enterprif- 
ing avarice of the Argonauts **'. Tradition has 
affirmed, with fome colour of reafon, that Egypt 
planted on the Phafis, a learAed and polite 
colony^, which manufa6tured linen, built na- 

. ^ Plinyy HifL Natur. 1. xxxiiL 15* The gold and filver mines of 
Colchos attnufbed the Argonauts (Strab.l.i. p.77.). The fagacious 
Chardin could find no gdd in minesy rivers or eHewhere. Yet a 
Mingrelian loft his hand and foot for ihewing Home fpecimens at Con- . 
ftantinople of native gold. 

^9 Herodot. 1. ii. c. 1049 105. p. 1509 151. Diodor. Sicul. 1. i. p. 3$. 
edit. Wefleling. Dionyf. Perieget. 689. and Euftatii ad loc* Scholiait 
ad Apollonium Argonaut. 1. iy. '2182-— a9i* 

VOL. VII. Y vies, 
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c H A F. vies, and inventeil geographical maps. Thfi ia* 
t ^f* gennity of the moderns has peopled, with fla»- 
rifiiing cities and nations, the ifthmus between 
the Euxine and the Cafpian ^ ; and a lively writer, 
obferving the refemblance of climate, and, in faisi 
apprehenfion, of trade, has not hefitaAed to pro- 
nounce Colchos the Holland of antiquity ^'. 
Maanen But the riches of Colchos ihine only thiough 
^^® ibe darkneis of coniedture or tradition ; and ite 
genuine hiftory preients an uniform fceneof rude* 
nefs and poverty, if one-hundred and thirty 
Isoiguages were fpoken in the market of Dioil 
curias ^% they were the impearfedt idioms of fo 
many favage tribes or families, fequeftered from 
each other in the vaUies.of Moiml Caueafus^; and 
thjeir feparation, Tvhicb diminifhed the impor- 
tance, muft kuTe multiplied the number, of tbeir 
roftic capitals. In the prefei^t ftate of Mingrelia, 
a village i& an afiembkge of huts within a wooden 
fence ; the fortvef&s sure feated in the depths of 
IbreAs ; the princely town of Cyta^ or Cotatis 
confifts of two kundired houfes, a^ a ftime edi^ 
ike appertains only to the magniiicenee' of kinga. 
Twelve fh,ipa from Conftantinople, and aboot 
fb^ty, bavkss laden with the firuits of indttftvy 
aoHBiiajly cafb anchor on the eoaft ; and tbe li^ 
of ColchiaQ expoits ijkmuGh incjrealed, fineethe 

7^ HfftrnteTquieiS) Efjprk d» Loisi, 1. x». c. 6* E^Cfthme • • • ccntrert . 
de viHeret nations qui nc ftmt pitis. 

7'BbugainviiIe) Memobrs (fe l^Acadexnie ^A» Ihfbriptibss^, to&L xxtL 
p. 5 J* on the A^icaff voyage of Hanno and die co mme n:e of anti^oity. 

7' A Greek hiftoriany Timofihenes, liad aifirmedy in earn ccc nadones 
dhflnnilibuff Unguis defbendere; and the laodeft Hbxy is content to add» 
tt z poftea a noftris lajul xnterpredbua negotia ibi gefhi (yu 5.)^ but dir 
worj}8 nunc deferta cov«r a nxuhitude of paft S^oiif* 

naitives 
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j&mita^ b«d only fliiv%9 atid bld^ to of^t in ek- chap. 
uMnge for the ^om and fliU whteh thfey piir- ^^J^^ 

teftftg^ cafli b0 fottnd Off thfe art, the k*f()\tr]edg6^ 

or tha nftvigftiioti^ of the ftneiigtit Cokhians : fbw 

Orti6k4 defirfid dt dar^d to puffu^ thg ihbt^ttep§ 

of the Atg0tiims i Md evm the mMtks df m 

¥/gfptim colony nffe loft an a nearer upproafoH^ 

The right of cireumeifioT! is pradkifed drily by 

thii Mahometan^ of the Euxine ; and thef ewl^d 

ftdf «nd fwarthy coApleiienli of Afrioa no fofl^^er 

dfofigtire the moft p€lff(^ of the humm tuee. 

It ii in the «djia«;ent climates of Georgia^ Mifi^ 

grelia^ atrd Ciredffia^ that liattire has placed^ a6 

kiftft to oaf erjrei^^ the itiodel of beauty, in tlni 

Hm^ of the limbs^ the inAottr of the Mn^ the 

£fmoi&try of tbe features^ and the expf efflon of 

Urn GonMienance ". According to the deftma- 

tioii of the <^o fexes, the nien feem formed 

&T adliotr^ tbd Women for love ; Md tbe pet*' 

petuat fii|)^ly of females from Mount CaucaAiii 

Hm pn#ified the btddd^ aifcl improveSd the breeds 

<rf the fdttthefft natiews of Afia. Th^ prdpe* 

cMft<i6l of Mingrelia, » portion only of ihd ancient 

GiAchas, hs» lovg fii^ained an exportation of 

twelve thoirfand M^m. The Aurtb^^ of piifonew 

oi eriminate woald be inade^ate' to tke annual 

demand p btH ibe oomrnon people are in a &^4^ 

<rf ferVitade to iheir lordsj the exercife of fra«4 

foreign colony. 

Y 2 OX 
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CHAP, or rapine is unpimifhed in a lawlefs community ; 

^ XLii. ^u^j jhg market is continually replenilbed by the 
abufe of .civil and paternal authority. Such a 
trade '^, which reduces the human fpecies to the 
level of cattle, may tend to encourage marriage 
and population , fince the multitude of children 
enriches their fordid and inhuman parent. But 
this fource of impure wealth muft inevitably 
poifon the national manneii^, obliterate the.fenfe 
of honour and virtue, and almoft extinguifli the 
inftin6ls of nature ; the Chri/lians «f Georgia and 
Mingrelia are the moft diffolute of mankind; 
and their children, who in a tender age, are fold 
into foreign flavery, have already learnt, to imi- 
tate the rapine of the father and the proftitutioa 
of the mother. Yet, amidfl the rudeft ignorance,^ 
the untaught natives difcover a lingular dexterity 
both (^ mind and hand; and although the want 
of union ^and difcipliue expofes them to their 
more powerful neighbours, a bold and intripid 
fpirit has animated the Colchians of every age. 
In the hoft of Xerxes, they ferved on foot ; and 
their arms were, a dagger jor a javelin, a wooden > 
cafque, and a buckler of raw hides. But in their 
own country the ufe of cavalry has more ge- 
nerally' prevailed : the meaneft of the peaiknts 
difdain to walk; the martial nobles are. pof- 
feffed perbaps of two hundred horfes ; and above 
five thoufand are numbered in the traiji of the 

'* The Mingreliaii' atiAaflador arrived' at Conftahtmople with two 
hundred perfons; but he ate (jold) them day by day, till his retinue" 
was diminilhed to a fecretary and two valets (Tavcmier, torn* L p. 365^ - 
To purchafe his miftrefsy a Mingrelian gentleman fold twelve pri^ - 
and his wife to the Turks (ChardiO) ton^i. p. 66.> 

Prince 
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Prince of Mingrelia. The Colehian government c H A F. 
has been always a pure andhereditary kingdom ; ^ J^?'^ 
and the authority of tl>e fovtereign is only re- 
trained by the turbulence of his fubje6ls. When- 
ever they were obedient, he could lead a nu- 
merous army into the field j but fome faith is 
requifite to believe, that the fingle tribe of the 
Suanians was compoled of two hundred thoufand 
foldiers, or that the population of Mingrelia now 
amounts ta four millions of inhabitants ". 

It was thfe boall of the Colchians, that their an- Revoiu- 
ceftors had checked the vi6lories of Sefoftris; and ^»o"« of 
. the defeat of the Egyptian is lefs incredible than ,°^ ^ 
his fuccefsful progrefs as far as the foot of Mount 
Caucafus. They fiink, without any memorable 
effort, uniier the arms of Cyrus ; followed in dif- 
tant wars the ftandard of the Great King, and 
prefented him every fifth year with one hundred, under tiie 
boys and as many virgins, the faireft produce of Periians, 
the land^^ Yet he accepted this gift like the chrift 
gold and ebony of India, the frankincenfe of the 
Arabs, or the negroes and ivory of Ethiopia : 
the Colchians were not fubjedt- to the dominion 
of a fatrap, land they continued to enjoy the name 
as well as fubftance of national independence '^ 

. After 

7' Straboy L xi« p. 765. Lamberti^ Relation de la MIngrelle. Yet we 
muft avoid the contrary extreme of Chardiny who aUows no more than 
909000 mhabitants to fupply an annual exportation of 12^9000 flaves:' 
an abfurdity unworthy of that judicious traveller. 

^7 IJerodot. I. iii. c. 97. See^ in I. vii. c. 79. their arms and fervice 
In the expedition of Xerxes againA Greece* 

'" Xenophon^ who had encountered the Colchians in his; retreat (Ana- 
bafis, I. iv, p. $20. 343- 348. edit. Hutchinfon ; and Fofter's Differta- 
tion, p. s$ — ^58. in Spelman's Englifh verfiom vol. ii.), ftyles them 
avrovofJuM. Before the conqueft of Mithridatesi they are named by Ap- 

Y 3 pian 
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^ xii ^* AftsF tbe fall of the Perfian eHipire, MitHn4at9% 
u-iyZil; King of PoDtu$9 added Colchos te tb? wi^e Ol^lf 
pf his dominions on the £ui^iQe ; ^nd w))^ t^(| 
l^atives prefumed to requeft that his fpn iglgbl 
reign over them, he bound the ambitious y^ut^ 
in chains of gold, and delegated ^ fervgnt in hi9 
™*^ ^^ place. In the purfuit of Mithridates. tfe? RcHnaqi 
hdon advanced to the banks of the Phafi^ aq4 t^beiir 
Chrift 60. gailies afcended the river till they reached the 
camp of Pompey and his legi(m9^^ But the 
&nate, and afterwar^Js the emperor^, dil^imied 
to reduce t}iat diili^nt s^nd ufelefs c^quc^ if||9 
the form of a province. The family of % Qreefe 
ihetorici£in was per naittf d to reign in Coletios fin^ 
the adjacent kingi^oms, from the time of Mi^^ 
Antony to that of Nero ; and aj^er the raf^e eC 
^olemo^' was extind^, the eaftern Poi|tus, "W^h 
preferved his naq^e, extended no farth^B tbftS ^% 
Beighbourhopdof Trebizond. Beycqidtb^Un^ 
i^e fortifications of Hyflus, of Apfarus, of tlifl 
Phafis, of Diofcurias or Sebaftpppli^, 9q4 ^f Fi« 
tyus, were guarded by fu|9cient de^ficbipeii^s pf 
^rfe an4 foot j and fix prjnces of Cpl^^hps re^ 
eeiy^d thei^ di^deips ffom (bp lieu(eqant§ ^€9-1 



]g^n f^ apufieani (de BelL Mithridaticoy c. 15. torn. L p. 661. of the 
laft and bea edition^ by John Schwfighaeufer, LipGacy 1785. 3 vols. 

^ The conqueft of Colehos by Ibfithridates and Pomp«|^, is mailEetf 
by Appian (de BeU. MidiHdat.) a»d Plutai^ (in Tit. Amp.). 

" \Ve may trace the rife and fe|I of the family of po^o, in Stn^bo 
(1. zi. p. 755. 1. xii. p. 867.)» Dion Coffins or Xi{4ufi^ (p. 588. 593. 6oi« 
719. 754. 915, 946. edit. Reimar.), Suetonius (h) Neron. c, i8.i^Ve^ 
pafi^. c. 8*) Cutropius (vii. I4>)» Jfofe]j>hus (Antiq. Judaic. 1. X3^. c. 7* 
p. 970. edit- ^s^ye(camp]btaQd £u(ebiv|9TChn>|i. "^^ S^gcr, A^dmada 
rew. p. 196.). 

far. 
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&r. One of theft lieuteoants, the eloquent attd C ta A f. 
philofopfaic Anrian^ furveyed^ and has defi^ribed, ^...^Jj^ 
the Euxine coaft, undef the reign of Hadiiait. yist ef 
The garrifixi which he reviewed at th^ ift^uch df ^^*>**»» 
the Phdis, coiififted of four hundred diofen le- ^^' *^^ 
gionaries ^ the brick walls and toweri, tiie don- 
bie ditdi5 and the nuUtary en^tiefi on the ram- 
part^ rendered this place ixiacc«ffibUi to thd bi^« 
bariani; ; but the new foburbs^ whidi had be^n 
built by the merchants and veterans^ required) in 
the o^niou of Arrian^ fimie external defiance ^\ 
As the flrength of the empire was gradnsdly i^ii- 
panred) the Romans ftationed on die Phafis, we?^'^ 
dither withdrawn or espelled; and the trib^df the 
La2^i '% wbde pofteiily fpeak a foreign diale6t 
and inhabit the feft^oafl of Trdrizond, impoied 
tbeiir name aad domaiioa on the ancient king^ 
dom of Cdchos* Their ind^nd^ce was foati 
inraded by a formidable neighbour^ who had ac« 
fpiiired^ by arms and treaties^ the Sovereignty of 
Iberia. The depcoident King of Lazica received 
his fceptre at the hands of tlie Ferfian monafeh, 
and the fncceffors of Con^bantfii^ acquiefeed in 
this injurious claiffi^ whidi wai proudly titg^d as 
a fight of imnaetttorial prefc^iptlon. In the be- 

^ lit tftt iktie of Froddph^ fluenr tiem no lUtaaft f^m ifi. tfie 
Phafis. Htyus and Sebaftopolis were evacuated on the rumour of the 
Periians (Goth. 1. iv. €.4.); but the latter was afterwards reftored by 
JuiHaian (dft £di£i 1. iv.. c« 7.).^ 

^' 2i^ the time •f BUujr AnaaB^ aad Ptolem.y, the h^zp waiB^ a |MV- 
ticular tnbe ob the xu>i:tbcm- ikist» c£ Qolchos {Co&sxkisy Geegraphw 
Anti^ torn. ii. p. %2%.y in theagir of Juftiaiao, ihsf fgeeaAfOt^iiiA, 
relgded over the whole cmvaaXie^ At pcefeat^ thef hftn rat^tedaloag 
the coaft towards Trebizond, and compose a Fude ie»4a#ki^ g t d f lli 
vith z peculiar language (Chardin, p. 149. Peyflbnel, p. 64.)- 

t 4 giuning 
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C H A p. ginning of the iixth century, their influence was 
" ^^s!^Lj reftored by the introdu^ion of Chiiftianity, which 
Cony^. the Miqgrelians flill prdfeis .widi becoming zeal, 
^ofthe without underfl;anding the do6lrines, or ob- 
A. JD. ^22. ferving the precepts of their religion. After the 
deceafe of bis father, Zathua was exalted to the 
regal dignity by the favour of the Great King ; 
but the pious youth abhorred the ceremonies of 
the Magi, and fought, in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, an orthodox baptifm, a noble wife, and 
.the alliance of the Emperor Juftin. . The King of 
Xazica was folemnly invefted with the diadem, 
and his cloak and tunic of white filk, with a gold 
border, difplayed, in rich embroidery, the figure 
of his new patron j who foothed the jealoufy of the 
Perfiaa court, and excufed the revolt of Colchos, 
by the venerable; names of hofpitality and reli- 
gion. The common intereft of both empires im- 
pofed on the Colchians the duty of guarding the 
paffes of mount Caucafus, where a wall of fixty 
miles is now defended by the monthly fervice of 
the mufqueteers of Mingrelia **. 
Revolt But this honourable conne£);ion was foon cor- 

»»<* re- jupted by the avarice and ambition of the Ro- 
SfthT^^ mans. Degraded from the rank of allies, the 
Coichi. Lazi were inceflantly reminded by words and 
actions, of their dependent ftate. At the diflance 

•* John Malala, Chron. torn. ii. p. 134*— ^3 7- Thcophancs, p. r44- 
-Hift. Mifcell. l.xr. p. 103. The fz.& is authentic^ but the date feems 
too recent. In fpeaking of their Perfian alliance, the Lazi contempo- 
raries of Juftinian employ the moft obfolete words — tv ypa/Ci/xao-i jjmiMtut^f 
m^oyowh ^* Could they belong to a connedlion which had not' been 
idiiOl^ved above twenty years ?- 

IS ^^ 
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of a day's journey beyond the Apfarus, they he- chap. 
held the rifing fortrefs of Petra *% which com- ^lh. 
manded the maritime country to the fouth of the a. d. 
Phafis. Inftead of being protefted by the valour, 54»— 549* 
Colchos was infulted by the licentioulhefs, of fo- 
reign mercenaries; the benefits of commerce were 
converted into bafe and vexatious toonopoly; and 
Gubazes, the native prince, was reduced to a pa- 
geant of royalty, by the fuperior influence of the 
officers of Juilinian. Difappointed in their ex* 
pe6tations. of Chriftian virtue, thie indignant 
Lazi repofed fome confidence in the juilice of an 
unbeliever. After a private affurance that their 
ambaflador ihould not be delivered to the Ro- 
mans, they publicly folicited the friendfliip and 
aid. of Chofroes. The fagacious monarch in- 
ftantly difcerned the ufe and importance of Col- 
chos ; and meditated a plan of conquefl, which 
was renewed at the end of a thoufand years by 
Shah Abbas, the wifeft and mofl^ powerful of his 
fucceflbrs *^. His ambition was fired by the hope 
of launching a Perfian navy from the Phafis, of 
commanding the trade and navigation of the 
Euxine fea, of defolating the coafi; of Pontus and 
Bithynia, of difl;refling, perhaps of attacking. 



•* The fole veitige of Petra fubfifts in the writings of Pktxropius and 
Agatliias. Moft of the towns ^d caftles of Lazica may be found by 
comparing their names and poiition with the niap of Mingreliai inLam- 
berti. 

^^ See the amufing letters of Pietro della Valle> the Roman traveller 
(Viaggi, tonuii. 207. ao9# 113. 215. a66. a86. 300. tom.iil.> p«54» i*7»)- 
In the years 16189 1 6 199 and 16209 he converfed with Shah Abbasy 
and ftrongLy encouraged a deiign which might have united Perfia and 
Europe againft their copimon enemy the Turk, 

Con- 
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^^^^ Oonftantinople, and of perfiiading the Barbs- 
nans of Europe to iecond his arms and counfefe 
againft the common enemy of mankind. Under 
the pretence of a Scjrthian war, he filently led 
his troops to the frontiers of Iberia ; the Colchian 
guides w^re prepared to condu6l them through 
the woods and along the precipices of Mount 
Caucafus; and a naiTow path was laborioufly 
formed into a fafe and fpacious highway, for tl^ 
march of cavalry, and even of elephants. Gu^ 
bazes laid his perfon and diadem at the feet of 
the King of Perfia ; his Colchians imitated the 
fubmiiSon of their prince ; and after tiie walls of 
Petra had been ihaken, the Roman garriibit pre- 
vented, by a capitulatk>n, the impending fury oP 
the laft aflault. But the Lazi foon diicovered^ 
that their impatience had urged them to cfaooft 
an evil more intolerable than t|ie calamities which 
they ftrove to efcape. The monopoly of ialt and 
corn was eflfe^ually removed by the lois of thoie 
valuable commodities. The authority o£a Ro- 
msun legiflatOT was fucceeded by the pride of an 
Oriental defpot, who beheld, with equal difdain, 
the flaves whmn he had exalted, and the kings 
wi^om be had bumbled before the footflool of iw 
throne. The adoration of fire was introduced 
iaaiOf Colchos by the zeai of tbe* Magi ; tlsieur into- 
lerant ^irit provoked the fervbirr of a Chrilli« 
people; and the prejudice of nature or education 
was womftcted bytbe impious pra^Uee of escpofing 
the dea4 bodies of their parents, on the fummit 
ff a» lofty tower, tg the crows said vultu^eiiof Idie 
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j|ir*S Cwfaious qf the increafing hs^tr^d, which CHAP, 
¥gt$rd«d the p^ecutioii of his great dofigna^, th^ i^^ ^'^ 
jqft Nuftirvap had f^qretjy given ordei:s to aflai^ 
fin^t^ the ICii^g of th^ Lazi, to tranlplant the 
people into forne diftant land, arid to fix a faith*^ 
ful ^nd wsirlike colony on the banks of the Phafis, 
'Jh^ wfttchfuj jealoufy of the Colchians forefaw 
and averted the approaching ruin. Their re^- 
pentancf wa$ ^^cept^d at Conitantinopl^ by th^ 
prudence, rather than the clexpency,of Ji^ftinian; 
and he commanded P^giil^us, with fev^ tbou^ 
£^nd Konian^, and one thoufand of the Zani, to 
f ;tpel the Perfians from the coail of the ]Bu;?{ine. , * 

The fi§g0 of Petra, which th^ Roman general, $%« of 
with the aid of the La?i, immediately undf rtook, ^^^^^ 
]ig QHQ of the moft rem^kable actions of the age, 549l.55x^ 
The city was feated on a craggy rock, which 
iwrig over th^ jfe a, and communicated by ^ ft$#p 
^d qarfow path with the land- Since the ^p:^ 
proach was difilcult, the attack might he d«^med 
impoigble j the I^erfian conquerof had ftr^ngth^ 
^nedthefOTtifioationsof Jnftinianj andth^plai;^ 
Lgail inaec^fi^hl^ w^re covered by additional bi4« 
IVH^ksi.. In this important fortr^fs, the vigilanQQ 
Qf Chofro^shad dfg^fit^d a rmgm^^ of ofieqfiv<» 
aiad Aefi^nQve arma, fu^ci^^t fqr five tim^ th^ 
smigpib^f , not only of t^Q gardfec, but ©f tb« bfh 

^ See Haro^^us (V t €• 14^ p. ^.)» wha fpaalcs vfyifik di|i<l<ui^ 
]^al;^^ler (tom.i. p,^99.r-4joi. Notes fur Herodot?), Procopius (Perfic. 
1. 1. c. 1 1.), and Agathias (1. ii. p. 61, 6a.)- '^Pliis praAiee^ oprteMt t^. 
tt^c Zawlavffta (Myi^^ d» U^g. Perf* o. 54. p.414— 4*»^> 4<9)9iH 
fbatea that the burial of (he Pesiiai) kipgs (Xenophon. Cyropsrd* 1* viil« 
p. 658)* T* y«p TtfTtf ixocKtc^iaar ffcv ts t*i -yti jtAfp^dwai, !« a Greek fi^lion, 

fiegerji 
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CHAP, fiegers themfelves. The ftock of flour and falf 
^^' provifions was adequate to the confumption of 
five years ; the want of wine was fupplied by 
vinegar, and of grain from wlience a ftrong 
liquor Was extrafted; and a triple aquedufit 
eluded the diligence, and even the fufpicions, 
of the enemy. But the firmefl^ defence of Petra 
was placed in the valour of fifteen hundred Per- 
fians, who refilled the aflaults of the Romans, 
whilft, in a fofter vein of earth, a mine was fe- 
cretly perforated. The wall, fupported by flen- 
der and temporary props, hung tottering in the 
air ; but Dagifleus delayed the attack till he hadf 
fecured a fpecific recompence; and the town 
was reMeved before the return of his meflenger 
from Conftantinople. The Perfian garrifon was 
reduced to four hundred men, of whom no more 
than fifty were exempt from ficknefs or wounds; 
yet fucb had been their inflexible perfeverance, 
that they concealed their lofles from the enemy, 
by enduring, without a murmur, the fight and 
putrif)dng fl:ench of the dead bodies of their 
eleven hundred companions. After their de- 
liverance, the breaches were haftily flopped with 
fand-bags; the mine was repleniflied with earth; 
a new wall was ereiSbed on a frame of fubfl:antial 
timber ; and a frefli garrifon of three thoufknd 
men was fl;ationed at Petra to fufl^ain the labours 
of a fecond fiege. The operations, both of the 
attack and defence, were condu£ted with flcilful 
obftinacy ; and each party derived ufeful leflbns 
from the experience of their pad faults. A bat- 
tering ram was invented^ of light conftru£tion and 

• powerful 
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powerful effect ; it was tranfported and worked chap. 
by the hands of forty foldiers ; and as the ilones ^^W. 
were loofened by its repeated ftrokes, they were 
torn with long iron hooks from the wall. From 
thofe walls, a ihower of darts was inceflaritly 
poured on the heads of the aflailants, but they 
were mod dangeroully annoyed by a fiery com- 
pofition of fuiphur and bitumen, which in Col- 
chos might with fpme propriety be named the 
oil of Medea. Of fix dioufand Romans who 
mounted the fcaling-ladders, their general, Bef- 
fas, was the firft, a gallant veteran of feventy years 
of age : the courage of their leader, his fdl, and 
extreme danger, animated the irrefifi^ible efibrt of 
his troops } and their prevailing numbers opprefiT- 
ed the ftrength, without fubduing the fpirit, of 
the Perfian garrifon. The fate of thefe valiant 
men deferves to be more diftinfitly noticed* 
Seven hundred had periflied in the fiege, two 
thoufiind three hundred furvived to defend the 
breach. One thoufand and feventy were deftroy- 
ed with fire and fword in the lafi^ alfault ; and if 
feven hundred and thirty were made prifoners, 
only eighteen among them were found without 
the marks of honourable wounds. The remain- 
ing five hundred efcapedinto the citadel, which 
they maintained without any hopes of relief, re- 
je6ting the faireft terms of capitulation and fer- 
vice, till they were lofl; in the flames. They died 
in obedience to the commands of their prince ; 
and fuch examples of loyalty and valour might 
excite their countrymen to deeds of equal defpair 
and more profperous event. The inftant demo- 
lition 




334 Tftfe ftfiCLmf; AUd fAijL 

CHAR litioii of the works of Petra cJoiifeflfed the iiiltotiflfif^. 
^^"* toent and apprehetifion of the coliqUefdf* 

A Spartali would have praifed and pitied tta« 
virtue of thefe he]^oic flaves) but the tedious tritf« 
fare and altetiiate fuccefs of the llomaA atid Pet-^ 
flan arms cannot detain the attentioti of poflerity 
at the foot of Mouiit Caucafus. The advantaged 
obtained by the troops of Juftinian were nu^e fr€J^ 
quent and f{rifendid ; but the forces c^the Great 
King were continually fupplied, till they amounted 
to eight elephants^ and feventy thou&tid ih^^ 
including twelve thoufand Scythian allies^ at^l 
above three thoufand Dilemitei^, who def^^nded 
by theii* free choice from the hiUs of Hyf6am% 
and were equally formidable in dofe or iii diila&€ 
combat* The liege of Archstopolis^ a naxAe im-- 
pofed or corrupted by the Greeks* was I'aiied 
with feme lo& and precipitatioti ; but the Per-i 
iians occupied the pafTes^ of Iberia : Cokhos wslft 
enflaved by their forts and ga^riforns j tiley d€^ 
voured the fcanty fuftenance c^ the people ^ alid 
the prince of the Lazi fled into the mountadns; 
In the Roman camp, feith and discipline Wefe 
ufttknown ; and the independiei^t leskfers^^ l^ho 
were invefted with 6qual power, diQ)iJted witfe 
eAch other the pref-eminence of vii^^ dnd c6#* 
ruption. 'the Perfians followed, without a rtntt-^ 
mur, the commands of a Angle chiefs who it&p^ 
citly obeyed the inftru^ions ^f their fupreme 
lofd. Theii^ general was diftinguiflied among 
the heroes of the Eafl:, by his ^fdoiii in couiieiHf 
and his valour in the field. The advanced iige 
cff MeffiAeroes^y and the Idrmenefs of both bis feet, 
2 could 



OF THE ROICAN EMPIRE. ^j j 

could not diminiih the sAbnty of his mind, or C H A P. 
even of his body ; ai)d whilft he was carried in a ^^^ 
litter in the front of battle, he inipired terror to 
the enemy, and a juil confidence to the troops^ 
who, nnder his banners, were always iuccefsAiL 
After his death, the command devolved to Naco* 
ragan, a proud iatrap, who, in conference with 
the imperial cfadefe^ had prefiimed to declare that 
he difpofed of yn&ory as abfolutdy as of the ring 
on his finger* Such prefiimption was the natulral 
eaufe and forerunner of a fhameful defeat* The 
Remans had been gradually repulfed to the edge 
of the fea^fhore ; and their laft camp, on the ruins 
of the Grecian colony of Pha&, was defended on 
all fides by ftrong intrench ments, the river^ the 
Euxine, and a fieet of gallies^. Deipair united 
thi^ coivnieks and invigorated thdi arms ; they 
withflood the afiaults o£ the Ferfians ; and the 
iiigfat of Nacoragan preceded or followed the 
fiaugh«er of ten thouland of bis biraveft foldsers^ 
Be efcaped from the Romans to Mi into the 
kmds of an uti£^giving mailer, who feverely 
^faaftifed the error of boa own dioice i the unfor^ 
tUKite ge&end was flayed alivey and his ftm, 
ftttfied into the haman fonn, tras expofed on a 
mountain; a dreadful warning to thofe who mi^rt 
hereafter be entrufted with the £tme and fortune 
of Perfia"^. Yet the prudence of Cho&oesin&n- 
fi4bly retinqui&ed the pi ofecvrtion of the Cokhian 

*"Tlit]ttBiftmexK of fiftyin^ alive conid not be ltttroiltte«<f Into 
Rrira by Sapor (Bttfon db Regv* f^t9* L lu p* 5 7^*)9 ^i* coojnl ic otfr 
cupM from de fbofifli tale of MaxTyis tbr niry^sm pipers lAdft" 
Ibgfiflilf qoo(»4 ^ ^ prvcednt bf Agadua»^ (L m p. ts9f r^ j.> 

war. 
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CHAP, war, in the jufl perfuafion that it is impoffible to 
reduce, or, at leaft, to hold a diftant country 
againft the wifhes and efforts of its inhabitants. 
The fidelity of Gubazes fuflained the mod rigor- 
ous trials. He patiently endured the hardfhips 
of a lavage life, and reje3;ed, with difdain,thefpe- 
cious temptations of the Perfian court. The King 
of the Lazi had been educated in the Chriftian 
religion ; his mother was the daughter of a fe- 
nator ; during his youth, he had ferved ten years 
a filentiary of the Byzantine palace^% and the ar- 
rears of an unpaid falary were a motive of attach- 
ment as well as of complaint. But the long con- 
tinuance of his fufferings extorted from him a 
naked reprefentation of the truth ; and truth 
^was an unpardonable libel on the lieutenants of 
Juilinian, who, amidft the delays of a ruinous 
war, had fpared his enemies and trampled on 
his allies. Their malicious information per* 
fuaded the Emperor, that his faithlels vaffal al- 
ready meditated a fecond defe6tion : an order 
was furprifed to fend him prifoner to Conftanti- 
nople ; a treacherous claufe was inferted, that he 
might be lawfully killed in cafe of refinance ; and 
Gubazes, without arms, or fufpicion of danger, 
was ftabbed in the fecurity of a friendly inter- 
view. In the firft^ moments of rage and de- 
fpair the Colchians would have facrificied their 
country and religion to the gratification of re- 

^'In the palace of Conftantuiople there were thirty filentisunesy who are 
Ayled haftati ante fores cubiculi> tvi; myni enrO'Tech an honourable title» 
which conferred the ranky without impoling the duties* of a fenator 
(Cod. Theodo?. 1. vL tit. as- Gothofred Coxrimcnt. torn. ii. p.ia90« 

venge. 
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^erige. But the authority afid elo^ufence of" the CHAP, 
wiffer few, obtaihed a felutary paufe: the victory r ^?^ 
of the Phaffs reftorefl the terror of the Romatf 
d.rms, arid £he Emperbi^ >Vad felicitous to stbfolve^ 
his 6wh name from the ittpiitatioli of fb foul H 
Anirder; A judge bf fettafo^isff fanlc wis coitf- 
itn(kdti^iSi6 enquire Mto th^ c6Mxi& and deitH 
6f the Ring 6f £he tazi. He attended a Itateljf^ 
frfbiAlal,' eAcon\j)aflr6d- by the ifainifters of juftice 
ittd ^iiniftiirierit: in thfe' Jireferice of both' nations^ 
tlris extraordinary caufe was'pleaded,a6c6rding td 
iM ferteoff civil jurifpi^ud6nce,dndfotne fatisfa'c- 
fion Wak granted tb an injured pe6j)lfe, by the ftn- 
tence acnd 6x6eiitioii of the mearier crim'ihals". 

In* ptea6c, the King of Perfi'a coritittualfy foughi Negock- 
1?he pi^etences 6P a iWptiiVe;- But no ii^orief had he? ^^^^ 
taken xxp' arras, than he expreflfed hii^ defire of a: between 
Me and hohoiirabie treaty. Burifafe the fiei'ceft ^jj^^. 
hoftilrties, the two monatchs entertained a deceit- roes, 
fill nejgociatioii; and fuch' Was the fifperibrity of ^^* 
ehofroeSjthatWhiWfhe treated the Roriian nimif. ^^"^^^^^ 
tersf with infoli^iiceand coiitfenipt, he obtained thd 
Aloft unprecedented honours for his own airibaf-' 
i&dors at th^ Ittiperial court. TKe fucceilfor of 
Cyprus aflhhied th^ majefty of the Eafferri fiiri,- 
aridgracroufty perniitted his youngclr brother Jiifl 
tJtiian to reigii ovdr the Weft, with the pale and 
r6fle6led'l]pletidbur of the mbbn. This gigantic 
RyV&'^st^ ibppdrt'dd by the pomp arid eflbquehc^ 

*" Oirillii^ judidaljoratfaii^ Agafliias (t iii. p: 81-^89. l.iv. p; lot 
•*— ^^9;) favtihcs ei^eeii or twenty pa|e8 ci fadfe'and florid rtuitoric. 
MKripkOfsaHod'or ciMdkhe& overiooks tiie ftrbtigeft arguitoif againib 
l3ie King of lAzica-^bis £onnec revolt. ^ . x. 

^L. VJU J» of 
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c H A P. of Ifdigune, one of the royal chambierlaitis. His 
^^' ^ wife and daughters, with a train of eunuchs and 
eamels, attended the march of the ambaflador : 
two fatraps with golden diadems were numbered 
among his followers : he was guarded by five hun-^ 
dred horfe, the mofl valiant of the Perfians; and 
the Roman governor of Dara wifely refufed to 
admit more than twenty of this martial and hos- 
tile caravan. When Ifdigune had ialuted the 
Emperor, and delivered his prefents, hepafiedten 
months at Conflantinople without difcufling any 
ferious afiairs. Inllead of being confined to his 
palace, and receiving food and water from the 
hands of his keepers, the Perfian ambafiTador, 
without ijpies or guards, was allowed to vifit the 
capital } and the freedom of converfatiori and 
trade enjoyed by his domeftics, ofiended the pre- 
judices of an age which rigoroufly pra^lifed the 
law of nations, without confidence or courtefy^V 
By an unexampled indulgence, his interpreter, 
a iervant below the notice of a» Roman magiflrate, 
was feated, at the table of Juftinian, by the fide 
of his mailer ^^^ and one thouiand pounds of gold 
might be afiigned for the expence of his journey 
and entertainments Yet the repeated labours of 
Ifdigune could procure only a partial and imper- 
fe£t truce, which was always purchafed with the 
treafures, and renewed at the felicitation, of the 
Byzantine court. Many yeais of fruitlels defola* 

'* Ffocopius reprefents the pra<5lice of the Gothic court of RaTenna 
(Goth. 1. i. c. 7«)i add foreign ambaiOdan have been treated with the 
fame jealoiify and rigour in Turkey (fioftequiosy epift. iii* p*i49. a43» 
&C.). Ruffia (Voyage'D'Olearius), and China (Nairative of M.deLakige* 
in Bell's Travels} vol. ii. p. z89<-*3Xi.)r 

tion 
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tion elapfed 'bfefbre Juftiiiian and Chofroes were CHAP. 
compelled, by mutual laffitude, to confult the re- ^^; 
pofe of their declining^^ age. At a conference? 
held on the frontier, each party, without expell- 
ing to gain credit, (filjolayed the power, the 
juftice, and the pacific intentions, of thfeir refpec- 
tive fovereigns : but neceflity and inter^ft dic- 
tated the treaty of |fe^ce, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years, diligently compofed 
in the Greek and Perfian language, aind.dttefle4 
by the feals of twelve interpeters. The liberty of 
commerce and religion was fixed and defined | 
the allies of the Emperor and the Great King 
^ere included in the fame benefits and obKga- 
tforis ; and the moft fcrupulous precaftticinfe were 
provided to prevent or determine the accidental 
difputes'that might arife ort the confines of two 
hoftile nations.'^ Aftet twenty years of deftruc^ 
tivis though fee'bld war j the limits ftill remained* 
Without alteration */ and Chofroes was perfuaded 
to rcnblmce his dangerous claim to the poffeflioit 
or fovereignty of Colchos and its dependent 
Hates/ Rich iii the accumulated treafures of the 
Eaft, he extorted from the Rbmatis an annual 
payment of thirty thoufand pieces of gold ; and 
the fmallnefs of thte futn revealed the difgrace 
of a tribute in its naked deformity. In a pre- 
vious debate, the chariot of Sefoftris, and the 
^heel of fortune, were applied by one of the 
minifters of Juftinian, who obferved that the 
Fedu6l;ion of Antioch, and fome Syrian cities, 
ftad elevated beyond meafure the vain and ambi- 
tious fpirit. of the Barbarian. " Your are mif^ 
. a a taken,'*^ 
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QUAf. taken/' replied the mo4e<l Ferfian : *^ tb^ KiBgf 

, ^^ of kings, the Lord of aaankind? looks down 

<^ with conteniipt on fucb petty acquiifitiom ; 9SkA 

<« of the ten Qatious, vanquilhed by W$ invUw 

<< cible arms, he efleema the Romans as the leaft 

formidable ^.'* According to the OrientaU, the 

empire of Nulhirvan extended from Fer|^nah» 

in Tranfoxiana, to Yemen or Arabia Fselix. Hef 

fubdued the rebels of Hyrcaoia, reduced tb# 

provinces of Cabul wd Zablefl^ on the bank^ 

of the Indus, broke the po^f ec of the EutbaJiites, 

terminated by an honiojarable treaty thj8 Turkifli 

war, and admitted the daughter of the. Great 

Khan into the number of his lawful wives, Vi£to« 

riou3 and refpe^ed among the pruices of A^a, 

he gave audience, in his palace of Madain, or 

Ctefiphon^ to the an^baifadors of the world. 

Their gifts or tributes, BXjm^ mh g^ment^f) 

gems,flaves, or aromatics, were humbly prefented 

at the foot of hi^ thr<:>ne ; and he Gpndeicended 

to accept from the: King of India ten quintals 

of the wood of aloes^ a maid, feven cubits in 

height, and a carpet fofl^jc than filk, the (kin^ 

as it was reported, of an extraordinary ferpent^S 

Conqueft ' iJuflinian had been reproached for hisaUlance 

Abtffi ^^'^ ^^^ iEthiopians, as if be attempted to in* 

mam, troducc a people of favage negroes iotp the 

A'D. 542, fyftem of civilized fociety. But the: friends of 

^ The negociations and treaties between Juftiman.and Chofinoeftare 
copioufly explained by Procopms (Pferfic. L ii. c. lo. 13. a6> a7» aft 
Gothic. Lii. cii. i5.)» Agatluas (Liv. p,i4X9 m,)». aid. NfenimAit 
(in Excerpt. Legat. p. 13a— 147*> Coidult Baibpyrac, .Ifia4 det 4*» 
dens Traites, tom.i;. p. 154. i8i. — 184. 193—200. 

9^ D'Heibeloti Bibliot. Ontot. p.68oi 48x* »94» 99|4 

tbe 
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the Roman Ismpire, the Axumities^ ot Ahyf* cHAist^ 
Lilians, inay be always diftinguiflied from the . ^^^ 
original natives of Africa**. The hand of na- 
ture has flattened the hofes of the negroes^ 
covered their head& with fhaggy wool, and tinged 
their ikin witih inherent and indelible blacknefsi^ 
But the olive complexion of the Abyflinians, 
their hair, fhape, and featmres^ di(lih3;ly mark 
tisem as a colony of Arabs ; and this defce^t 
is confirmed by the refemblance of language 
sad mannerSy the report of an ancient emigra« 
tion, and the narrow interval between the (bored 
4£ the Red Sea. Chriftianity had raifed that 
natioffi above the level of African barbarifin '' i 
their iiitercourfe with Egypt, and the fuccefibra 
e£ Conftantine% had commantcated fbe rudi^ 
tt€izM;s of the artd amd fcienpes; their v^iFela 



'' See Bufibb> iM. Katurelle; torn. iii'. p. 449- T^^ Arab caft c^ 
ftttiures and complextoA, \rliich hai condnued 3400 yem (LudoljA; 
Sift, et Conunflnt. ^thibpic. 1. 1. c* 4«) in phe colpny of AhyBnuLf will 
juftify the fufpieiony that race, as well as cliniat^y ihuA have contributed 
tc fbrm the nejgroes of the adjacent and frtnilar regions. 

9^ The Portuguefe miffionaries, Alvarez (Ramulio, torn. L fol. 204* 
wSi. 274 vers.), Burmudez (Purchases Rlgrims, voLii. l.v. c. 7. 
II. 1149 — iiSS.> Lobo (Relation, &c. pax M. le Grand, with xv Dif- 
fertations. Paris, 1728,), and Tellez (Relations de Thevenot, part iv.^ 
could only relate of modern Abyflina what th'iiy had fefen or inveht^d.- 
The erudition of LudDlphU8(Hift;JEthiopica,-Francbfurt. 1681. Com» 
ifieitaritM) 1691. Appendix,' i694)» in twenty-five languages, could 
atMUxde concejpniHg its ahcietit hiftoty. Yet the fathfe of Gsded, csf ^ 
JfiiffiiieUS) tHe eoaquehir'of YeDSeni isceldtraredinrnatibQal fbngsand 
legends. 

9* The negociadofts of- Jtil&iiiul wiA ihe Axiinrittsror JBthiopiimSf 
as^ recorded by Proebpiw* OPeriib. Li. c. r9r sto.) and Jbhn Mala^ 
tx»n.ii. p. 163—165^. 193— ^9fi> Tlie'lultemn of< Antioch qiiotte 
l^e original narr^veof the ambaflkdor NbimpfisBt* df whidv FhotiUi 
C^bfiot. tiod; iiL) has pNfor^d a'cUrioutf^eSEtni^ 

z 3 tiradeif 
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C H A P. traded to the Ifle of Ceylon ^% and feven king- 
^^^* dortos obeyed the Negus or fupreme Prince ot* 
A^byflinia. The independence of the Homerites, 
who reigned iii the rich and happy Arabia, was 
firfl violated' by an ^thibpiaii' conqueror ; ho 
drew his hereditary claim from' the Queen of 
Sheba ^*, and his ambition was fan6tified by re* 
ligious zeal. The Jews, powerful and active in 
exile, had feduced the mind of Dunaan, Prince 
of the Homerites. They urged him to retaliate 
the perfecution inflifted by the Imperial laws on 
^eit^ unfortunate brethren; fome Roman mer^ 
<ihants were ii^urioufly treated 5 and' fevend 
X^hriftians of Negra*^^ toere honoured with the 
crown of martrydom *•. The churches of Anibia 
implored the proteftion of th^ Abyffinian mo^ 
narch. The JJegus pafled the Red Sea with 
ia fleet and army, deprivecl tjie jTiiwiftj profelyte 
of his kingdom and life, and extinguijftied; a 
race of princes, who had ruled above two thoii- 
fand years the ftqueftered region of myrrh and 
fr^iikincenfe. Thie pqnqueror immediately an^r 

'4 The trade of the Axumites tq the coail of India ai^^ AfHca^ and 
the ide of Ceylon, is curioufly repreTented by Cofiluto Indicopleuiies 
(Topograph Chriftian. i,iL p. 13a. 138, I39>.i4d^ Lxi. p. 338, 339). 

^. I^udolph. Hiil. et Comment. JSthiop. 1. ii. c* 3. 
' ^ ^e city of Negra^ or Nag'ran, in Yemen^ is furrounded with 
pohn^ees, and fiands in the high-road between Saanai the capital, and 
Mecca>:'f]:nra:the former ten> from the latter twenty days journey of 
a caravan pf camels (Abulfeda, Defcript. Arabisy P* 52«). 

^^T^ martyrdom of St. Arethas Prince of Negra, and his three 
hundred and' forty companions, is embeUiflied in the legend^ of Meta<^ 
phraftes and iNicephorus Calliihis, copied by Baronius (A. D. jss* 
>p 22^*66. A .E>..r5a3s N 16— '!»9.), and refuted, with obfcure dili^ 
gence, by 6afnage(Hift..4M Juifs, torn. xii. L viii. p.ii. p. 333 — 34&«]^ 
iHio inveftigates the fiate of the Jews in Aralna and iEthiopia. . 

ji^ nounced 
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nounced the viftory of the gofpel, requefted an chap. 
orthodox patriarch, and fo warmly profeffed his * ^"*^ 
&iendihip to the Roman empire, that Juftinian 
was flattered by the hope of diverting the iilk 
trade through the channel of Abyflinia, and of 
exciting the forces of Arabia againil the Periian 
king. Nqnnofus, defcended from a family of '^^'''^ 
ambafladors, was named by the Emperor to exe- jvftiman, 
cute this important commilfion. -He wifely de- ^^' 533* 
clined the ihorter, but more dangerous, road 
through the fandy deferts of Nubia j afcended 
the Nile, embarked on the Red Sea, and fafely 
landed at the African port of Adulis. From 
Adulis to the royal cily of Axume is no more 
than fifty leagues, in a diredt line ; but the wind- 
in^ pafles of the mountains detained the ambaf- 
£idor fifteen days; and as he traverfed the forefts, 
he law, and vaguely computed, about five thou- 
fend wild elephants. The capital, according to 
his report, was large and populous ; and the viir 
lage of Axume is ftiH confpicuous by the regal 
coronations, by the ruins 6f a Chriftian temple^ 
and by fixteen or feventeen obeliiks infcribed 
with Grecian characters ^'. But the Negus gave 
audience in the open field, feated on a lofty cha- 
riot, which was drawn by four elephants fuperbly 
caparifoned, and furrounded by his nobles and 
muficians. He was clad in a linen garment and 

* i^dvarez (in Ramafioy torn. x. fol. %H) vers. %%i yen.) faw the 
flmiiiQung fbte of j^iime in the year 1530 — luogo molto buonoe 
grande. It was mined in the fame century by the Turkiih invafion. 
No more than onie hundred houfes remaui; but the memory of its paft 
greatneO b pr^&rvtd by jthe regal coronatioQ (I^udolph. Hiit. et Cpi9« 
neiiuLii«c*xz*)» 

z ^ capji 
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qfip, hedging in If js hand tyyo javelip? and a ligbt 
fliield ; and* although his pakedDe|$ was imp^r- 
fed^ly covered, he; difplaye4 ^he Barbaric pomp 
of gold chains, collars, and bracelets, richly 
adorned with pearls and prepious ftpnes- Th^ 
afnbaflador of Jpftinian knelt; the Negus raifedl 
him from the ground, einbracf d Nopnofus, kifle4 
the feal, perufed the letter, accepted the Roaian 
alliance, and brandii^ing his weapons, denounceci 
inaplacable war againfl the wodhippers of fire. 
iPut the propofal of the filk trade was eluded; 
2^nd notwithftanding the aflurances, and perhaps 
%\ke wifties, of the Abj'^^ffiqians, thefe hoftile me- 
naces evaporated without effe&^ Thcj H^^c^ 
x:i^es were vipwilling tp abaip^don th^r ^o^atip 
groves, to explore £^ fandy d^fert, an^ to en- 
counter, afler all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they hs^ neveir reqejtv^ 
^ny perfonal injuries. J[nftejad of enlarging h^ 
conquefts the King pf ^Bthiop^a w^ i^ncapabjl^ 
of defending liis pofleffion^. ^br^hahj, th^, ftavj^ 
o^ a Roman mercha^nt ojf Ad^is^ aflTum^^ t^^ 
^eptre of the Ppujierites} ^he t^ppps. of Airi^rg^ 
yi^re feduced by th^e luxi^y of iJfeie 9JjUn^*t^ ; au4 
J^Uji^liniap folicited the fri^jpc^ip o^ th^ uiibtrper, 
yho bpnQured, with a flighit ti^i^^Vjt^j, ti^ ^up;ce- 
:pacy of his princ^. After ^. Ipng fepes, of pjcol]! 
perity, the power iff Abrahaji was ove;;t^o^]jL 
before the gates of Mecca ; his children were 
defpoil^d by the ¥etf^, (^off^p^tpj^i 9fx^ the 
jEthiopians were finally expelled from the eon- 
^nent of A^Jai tius^ naj;i:4tj^^^^^ 
remote eveats is not foreign to the dedine md^ 

^ faff 
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fall of the Roman empire. If a Chriftian power chap. 
had been maintained in Arabia, Mahotnet muft . ^^* 
have been cruihed in his cradle, and Abyffinia 
would have prevented a revolution which has 
changed the civil and religious date of the 
world '°*'. 



9?^ The i^volulinyift of YpRl^ i« tlif fbcd) t:aB^ 
fiCfm ^ocoipxii (Perfic. li. ci^t, ao.> Tl^eophane? %z^(;« (^ud 
PhotcocL Ixiii. p. 80.)^ St. Theophanes (in Chronograph* p. I44j( 145. 
1S89 t89« ao^ 207. who is fuU of ikntnga biunders)» Pocock (Speci- 
men Hift. Arab. p. 6z. 65*)» D't^erhelot (Bit>^ot. Orieat^, p. s^ 477-)» 
anid Sale's Preliminary Difcourfe and Kpran (c. 105.). Tne revolt of 
Ai^rahah ^ mention^ by Procopiits; m4 ^is f^ly though ^loaded 
with miracles^ is an hiilorical fadt. 
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CHAP. XLIIL 

Rebellions of AJrka.—'ReJlor aticm qf the Gothic 
Kingdom by Totila.^-^Lofs and Recovery of 
Rome. — Finalijonqy^ of Italy by Narjes.'^ 
JExtind:ion qf the 0/irogoths. — Defeat of the 
Franks and Alemanni. — Lq/i Victory ^ Dif' 
grace^ and Death qf Belifarius. — Death and 
ChgraBer of JufUniafi.^^ Cornet^ Earthquakes^ 
pnd Plague. 

c H A P# nr,HE review of the ^aiion3 from the Danube to 
^J?"!?* I the Nile, has expofed, pu every fide, the 
w^aknefs of the Romans j and our wonder is rear 
fonably excited that they fliould prefume to en- 
large an empire, whofe ancient limits they were 
incapable of defending. But the wars, the con* 
quefls, and the triumphs of Juflinian, are the 
feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which 
exhauft the remains of ftrength, and accelerate 
the decay of the powers of life. Jle exulted iij 
the glorious a6t of reftoring Africa and Italy to 
the republic ; but the calamities which followed 
the departure of Belifarius betrayed the impo- 
tence of the conqueror, and accomplifhed the 
ruin of thofe unfortunate countries. 
The tfott- From his new acquifitions, Juflinian expefled 
^^^ that his avarice, as well as pride, Ihould be richly 
A. D. gratified. A rapacious minifter of the finances 
ssss^S" clofely purfued the footfl^eps of Belifarius j and as 
the old regifl^ers pf tribute had been burnt by the 

Vandals, 
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.Vandals, he indulged bis fancy in a liberal cal- C H A7* 
culation and arbitrary afleflment of the wealth of , ^^^^'™* 
^ Africa^ The increafe of taxes, which were drawn 
away by a diftant fbvereign, and a general re^ 
fumption of the patrimony or crown lands, £b6n 
difpelled the intoxication of the public joy : but 
the Emperor was infenfible to the modeft com^ 
plaints of the people, till he was awakened and 
alarmed by the clamours of military difcontent. 
Many of the Roman foldiers had married the 
Vidows and daughters of the Vandals. As their 
own, by the double right of conqueft and inhe- 
ntance, they claimed the eftates which Genferic 
had affigned to his vi6lorious troops. They heard 
with difdain the cold and felfifli reprefentations of 
their officers, that the liberality of Juftinian had 
raifed them from a favage or fervile condition ; 
that they were already ipnriched by the fpoils of 
Africa, the l;reafure,' the flave3, and the mpyp* 
aibles, of the vanquifhed barbarians; and that the 
ancient and lawful patrimony of the Emperors 
would be applied only to the fupport of that go- 
vernment on which their own fafety and reward 
mull ultimately depend. The mutiny was fe- 
cretly inflaAiQd by a thouland foldiers, for the 
pioft part Heriili, who had imbibed the doftrines, 

' For dk% troubles of Afnc^ I nddierhave nor de^ another guide 
tlun.ProcopiuSf whofe e3re' contempkted tHe unage,' and whofe ear 
fofie^ed the reports, of the memorable events of his own times. In 
tjie lecpnd book of the Vandalic y)vzr he relates the revolt of Stozat 
(c* X4-r-ft4.)^ the return of Belifarius (c. 15 )» the viAory of Germanus 
(c.i6, I7> i$.)) thefecond adminiftration of Solomon (c. 29, 20, 21.) 
the goverm^ent of Sei^us (c. 229 %$•), ofAreobindus (c«24.)> the 
tyranny and •death of Gontharis (c* 25, 26> 279 28); nor can I difcera 
^7 f^miptoms of flattery or malevoleDce in his tuious portraits, 

and 
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CHAP, and were inftigated by the clergy, of the Ariai 
"^^^^ && i and the caufe of pequry and rebellioo waa 
faiiflified by the difpenfing powers of fanaticifin* 
The Arians deplored the ruin of their churchy 
triumphant above a century in Africa ; and th^ 
were juflly provoked by the laws of the conq^r- 
or, which interdi6i;ed the baptiim of theiir chil- 
dren, and the exercife of all religious woribip. Of 
the Vandals chofen by Behfarius, the far greater 
part, in the honours of the Eaflem fervice, fi>f« 
got their country and religion. But ai generous 
band of four hundred obliged the mariners, when 
they were in fight of the ifle of Leibos, to aker 
their courle: they touctied on Pelopc»inefi», raa 
afliore «a a defert coaft of Airica, and boldljr 
ere^ed, on Mount Auraiius, the ftandard of ini- 
dependence and revolt. While the troops of the 
province diA;I^med the comoMind of tbek fupe- 
rim^, a con^iracy was formed at Cavdia^ 
againft the hS^ of Solomom, who filled wdJi: 
honour the place of Beli&rius ;. and tike AiuHn 
had pioufly relbl^ed to facrifice the^ tyt^nk zt 
Ae foot of the altar, duruig tike awfiil my^Skenes 
of the fefliv£^ of Eafl:er. Fear or cemoife re- 
trained the daggevs of the aflaffinsv bttt, the pa^ 
tience of Solomon emboldened their (fifcoiiteiit;! 
and at the end of ten days, a furious fedition 
was: l^indled in the Circus, which* defehited 
jMriea above tent years*. The pilliage oftfae ci^ 
and the ihdi&rimtnate flaugfater of ite^ infasAit^ 
ants, wece* fufysaad^ only by darknefs,. lleep,i 
and intoxication: the governor, witfr ftpveU' 
compaaii^iia^ wumg. whom. wa& the liiil0naa 

fto. 
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AnMopius, efcaped to Sicity : two-tlurdd of the chap. 
iftitny were involved in the guilt of treafoi^ ^ and 
eight thonfiuid inforgents^ aflembiing in the field 
of Bulla, elefted Stoza. far their chief, a privat* 
fi:4dier, who poflefed in a fuperior dj^ee the 
Yrrtues of a rebel* U»der the mafk of freedom; 
his eloquence could lead, or at leaft impel, the 
paffioDs of bis equals* He raifed faimfeUT to^ a 
l^vek with Beliiariiis, and the nephew of the 
jSmperor, by daring to enanrnter them in the 
jfield; and the vi6)torious generals were com-^ 
pelled ta acknowledge, that Stoza deferved a 
purer cadTe, and a more legitimate commands 
Vanquifhed in battle, he dexteroufly employed 
the arts of negociation ; a Roman acmy was fe* 
duced from 4heir allegiance, and the chie& whiSi 
had tru#ed tokis faithlefs promife were murder^ 
by his order in a church of Numidia* When every 
refiiurce, eitherof force or perfidy, wasexhaufted^ 
Stoza, with fbme defperate Vandals, retired to 
the wilds of Mauritania, obtaioed the dangfatef 
of a Barbarian prince, and eluded the purdut.of 
his enemies^ hy the report of his* death. The 
perfonai weight of Beliikrius, the rank, the fpirit, 
and liie temper^ of Germanus, the Emperor's 
nephew^ and the vigour and fuccefs of the fecond 
adtniniftration of the eunuch Solomon, reftored 
themodefty of the camp, and maintained for a 
whilfe-the: tranquillity of Africa. But the vices 
of the Byzantine court were felt in that diftant 
province j the troops complained that they were 
coeitfaer patd^nor relieved, and as^foon as the pub* 
JBq dlfiurdorskwere Efficiently mature, Stoza was, 

again. 
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CUAf again alive, in arms, and at the gates of C^rthagg^ 
^^^* He fell in a fingle combat, but he finiled in l^c 
agonies of death, when he was informed that 
his own javelinr had reached the heart of his 
antagonift. The example of Stoza, and the aj& 
furance that' a fortunate foldier had been the 
firfl king, encouraged the ambition of Gontharis; 
and he prbtnifed, by a private treaty, to divide 
Africa with the Moors, if, with their dangerous 
aid, he fhotild afcend the throtle of Carthage. 
The feeble Areobindus, unikilledin the affairs df 
pekce and war, was raifed by his i!barriage with 
the niece, of Juflinian, to the office of exarch. 
He \^as fuddenly oppreffed by a fedition of the 
guards, and his abje^ fupplications, which pro^ 
voked the contempt, could not move the pity, of 
the inexorable tyrant. After a reign of thirty 
days, Gontharid himfelf was ftabbed at a ban-^ 
quet by the hand of Artaban ; and it is fingular 
enough, that an Armenian prince, of the royal 
family of Arfaces, fl\ould re-eflablifh at Carthage 
the authority of the* Roman empire. In the con- 
;^iFacy whi^h unih^athed the dagger of Brutus 
againft the life of Caefar, every eircumilance is 
curious and important to the eyes of pofterity : 
but the guilt or merit of thefe loyal or rebellious 
aflaffins could intereft only the contemporaries 
of Procopius, who, by their hopes and fears, 
their friendfhip or refentment, were perfonally 
engaged in the revolutions of Africa *. 

' Yet I muft not refiife him the merit of painting, in lively cbloutSy th« 
murderof Gontharia. Oneof theailallinsutteredafentimentnotimwokhy 
of a Roman patriot: ** If Ifail/^ faid Artafires, « in the firft ftroke, kill me 
^ 00 the fpotj left the rack ihould extort ^ difcovery of ttiy accoztiplices.'' 

That 
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That country Was rapidly finking into the (late C H A. P. 
of barbarifin, frpm whence it had been raifed by. ^ ^ '^ 
the Phoenician colonies and Roman laws : and 
every ftcp of inteftine difcord was marked by 
£bme deplorable vi6tory of favage man over civi- 
lized fociety. The Moors ', though ignorant of ^^^^^ 
juftice, were impatient of oppreffion : their va- Moow, 
grant life and boundlefs wildernefs difappointed ^' ^* 
the arms, and eluded the chains, of a conqueror; 
and experience had fliewn, that neither oaths 
nor obligations could fecure the fidelity of their 
attachment. The vi6lory of Mount Auras had 
awed them into momentary fubmiffion j but if 
they refpefibed the character of Solomon, they 
hated and defpifed the pride and luxury of his two 
nephews, Cyrus and Sergius, on whom their uncle 
had imprudently bellowed the provincial govern- 
ments of Tripoli and Pentapolis. A Moorilh 
tribe encamped under the walls of Leptis, to re- 
new their alliance, and receive from the governor 
the cuftomary gifts^ Fourffeore of their deputies^ 
were introduced as friends^into the city ; but, on 
the dark fufpicion of a eonfpiracy, they were mat 
iacred at the table of Sergius ; and the clamour 
of arms and revenge was re-echoed through the 
yallies of Mount Atlas, from both the Syrtes to 
the Atlantic Ocean. A perfonal injury, the un- 
juft execution or murder of his brother, rendered 
Antalus the enemy of the Romans. The defeat 
of the Vandals had formerly fignalized his valour j 

. ' The Mooriih wars are occafionally introduced into thejuurative of 
Pkrocopius (Vandal.. l.ii. c. I9^ft3* %$• ^h %^* Gothic. Liy. c. 17.); 
9fui Theophanes add) fome profperous and adverfe events iiv the laft 
yeanof Juftiniao* 

the 
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C H A R fire f udimetits rf jufti6e and pmdence y^eii Aill 
^ y ^ moi'e CiSmfpicuoiis in a Moor; aitid WHfle ft^ laid 
Adfumettrta la afhe*, he calttffy adfiSotoiftrtd tlrfe 
fimperor thjif the p'eslcJfe of Afrfia mfgltt bfe ft- 
cured by the tecal of Solomon and hiaf M^'dHh^ 
Aephe^s. The exarch led forth his ttoops^ frofti 
Carthgige: but, at the diftance of fht daySjourtrej^ 
in the n^ghbourhood of Teheffiev he was affiq- 
niihed by the fnpferior numbersr aSd fierce alpe^ 
of the barbarians. He propofed a treaty ; foli- 
cited a reconeiiiation ; and offered t6 bind hnh- 
felf by the moft fdemn oathsf. '^ By What o^hi^ 
« can be bind himfelf ?'^ intei'rii^t^d th^ iikfig.^ 
nant Moorg. ** Will he fwezr by tire g'ofpelS, 
" the divine books of the Chriftian^ ? It wa^ on 
** thofe books that the faith of hi^ riepliew Sefgiufe 
^ was pledged to eighty of ovt innocent mtd un- 
" fortunate brethren. Before t^e tAirf th^riir a^ 
<* fecond time, let us try theif effibacy in' the 
*^ chaftifement of perjury ailff the vittificafidn of 
«* flieir own honour.** Their hoiioaf Wals vindi- 
eated in the field of Tebefte, by the deathrof 
Sobmon, and the total lofi of his ariliy. The ar- 
rival of firefh troops and more fkiMul commander!?, 
feon checked the infolence of the Moorfe ; feveni. 
feeti of their princes were flain in the fattie bat- 
tte ; and the doubtful and traiifientfiibmilfibn of 

^]S^Tibefli»intfaeka^ddmof Afgiers.' ftirwaumidbyam^ft 
Uie Sujerafs, which falls into the Mejerda {ltagradas)f Tibdh k iSH 
fenmrkable for its waHs of large ftones (I1&& th^ Cdll^Ai of RoiAlftXa 
fountain and a grove of walnut-trees : the country it fruitful^ and die 
lA^ljIMMVliA;^ BleMb(Sii«i are warHke. It ap p ta w C tom air lAferiptibn, 
tiM unSAof die i«lgn of Adiiaa> the »Md from Carthj^ to Tefadfte wart 
tiMft^tt^«d bf dfe dihxl legion (Mattnol. Defciiptioir de^ l^Mfqw^ 
IPQU li. p. 4429 443* Shaw's Trards, p. 649 65* 66^^' 

10 th^ 
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their tribes was celebrated with lavilh applaiife c H a p. 
by the people of Conftantinople. Succeffive in- , ^ '^ 
roads had reduced the prbvince of Africa to one 
third of the meafure of Italy ; yet the Roman em- 
perors continued to reign above a century over. 
Carthage, and the fruitful coaft of the Mediter- 
ranean. But the vi6lories and the lofles of Jufti- 
nian were alike pernicious to mankind; and fuch 
was the defolation of Africa, that in many parts a 
ilranger might wander whole days without meet- 
ing the face either of a friend or an enemy. The 
nation of the Vandals had difappeared ; they once 
amounted to an hundred and fixty thoufand war- 
riors, without including the children, the women^ 
or the flaves. Their numbers were infinitely fur- 
paffed by the number of the Moorilh families ex- 
tirpated in a rejentlefs war; and the fame deftruc-. 
tion was retaliated on the Romans and their allies, 
whoperilhed b> the climate, their mutual quar- 
rels, and the rage of the Barbarians. When Pro- 
copius firft landed, he admired the populoufnefs 
of the cities and country, ftrenuoufly exercifed in 
the labours of commerce arid agriculture. In 
lefs than twenty years, that bufy fcene was con- 
verted into a filent folitude; the wealthy citizens 
efcapedto Sicily and Conftantinople; and the fe- 
cret hiftorian has confidently affirmed, that five 
millions of Africans were confumed by the wars 
and goveiTimenti of the Emperor Juftinian ^ 

The jealoufy of the Byzantine court had not Revolt of 
permitted Belifar^us to atchieve the conqueft of ^^ ^^^^^ 



Ai D. 540. 



5 Procopius, Anecdot. c. i8# The feriei of the African hiftory 
attefts this melancholy trufh. 
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CHAP. Italy; and his abrupt departure revived thecott- 
^^^^ rage of the Goths% who refpedled his genius, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive which had 
urged the fervant of Juilinian to deceive and re- 
je6l them. They had loft their King (an incoo- 
iiderable lofs), their capital, their treafures, the 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thoufand Barbarians, 
magnificently equipped with horfes and arms. 
Yet all was not loft, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thoufand Goths, infpired by a fenfe of 
honour, the love of freedom, and the memory of 
their paft greatnefs. The fupreme command was 
unanimoufly ofiered to the brave Uraias; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the difgrace of his un- 
cle Vitiges could appear as a reafon of exclufion. 
His voice inclined the eledlion in favour of Hil- 
dibald, whofe perfonal merit was recommended 
by the vain hope that his Idhfman Theudes, the 
Spanifh monarch, would fupport the common in- 
tereft of the Gothic nation. The fuccefs of his 
armls in Liguria and Venetia feemed to juftify 
their choice; but he foon declared to the world, 
that he was incapable of forgiving or command- 
ing his benefadlor. The conlbrt of Hildibald wks 
deeply wounded by the beauty, the riches, and 
the pride of the wife of Uraias ; and the death of 



* In the fecond (c. 30.) and third books (c. x — ^40.)^ Procophjs con- 
tinues the hiftoiy of Uie Gothic war from the fifth to the fifteenth 
year of Juilinian. As the events are lefs interefting than in the for- 
mer period, he allots only half the fpace to double the tinie*.\ Jor- 
nandes and the Chronicle of Marcellinusy afiford fome collateral hints* 
Sigonius) Pagi, Muratorij Mafcou; and De Buati are vfeful^ and have 
been ufed* 

that 
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that virtuous patriot excited the indignation of a C H A ?• ;, 
free people. A bold afiaffin executed their fen* ^^^'^ 
tence by ftriking off the head of Hildibald in the 
midft of a banquet: the Rugians, a foreign tribe, 
aiTumed the privilege of elefilion; and Totila, 
the nephew of the late King, was tempted, by 
revenge, to deliver himfelf and the garrifon of 
Trevigo into the hands of the Romans. But 
the gallant and accomplifhed yOuth was eafily 
perfuaded to prefer the Gothic throne before the 
ferA'ice of Juftinian ; and as foon as the palace 
of Pavia had been purified from the Rugian 
ufurper, he reviewed the national force of five 
thoufand foldiers, and generoufly undertook the 
reftoration of the kingdom of Italy. 

The fucceffors of Belifarius, eleven generals viaories 
of equal rank, neglefted to crufli the feeble and ^1^°^* 
difunited Goths till they were roufed to a£bion Italy, 
by the progrefs of Totila and the reproaches of ^'^ 
Juftinian. The gates of Verona were fecretly 
opened to Artabazus, at the bead of one hun- 
dred Perfians in the fervice of the empire. The 
Goths fled from the city. At the diftance of 
fixty furlongs the Roman generals halted to re- 
gulate the divifion of the fpoil. While they .dif- 
puted, the enemy difcovered the real number of 
the victors : the Perfians were inftantly over- 
powered, and it was by leaping from the wall 
that Artabazus preferved a life which he loft in 
a few days by the lance of a Barbarian, who 
had defied him to fingle combat. Twenty thou- 
fand Jlomans encountered the forces of Totila, 
Bear Faena;a, and on the hills of Mugello, of 

A A 3 the 
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CHAP, the Florentine territory. The ardour of freed- 
XLin. jj^g^^ ^jjQ fought to regain their country, was 
oppofed to the languid temper of mercenary- 
troops, who were even deilitute of the merits of 
llrong and well-difciplined fervitude. On the 
^rft attack they abandoned their enfigns, threw 
down their arms, and difperfed on all fides with 
an afilive fpeed, which abated the lofs, whilft it 
aggravated the fhame, of their defeat. The 
King of the Goths, who bluihed for the bafeneii 
of his enemies, purfued with rapid fteps the path 
t)f honour and vi6lory. Totila paffed the Po, 
traverfed the Apennine, fufpended the impor- 
tant conquefl of Ravenna, Florence and Rome, 
and marched through the heart of Italy, to form 
the liege, or xather blockade, of Naples. The 
Roman chiefs, imprifoned in their relpe^ive 
cities, and acculing each other of the common 
dilgrace, did not prefume to difturb his enter- 
prife. But the Emperor, alarmed by the diftrels 
and danger of his Italian conquefts, dilpatched 
to the relief of Naples a fleet of gallies and a 
body of Thracian and Armenian foldiers. They 
landed in Sicily, which yielded its copious ftores 
of provifions ; but the delays of the new com- 
mander, an unwarlike magiftrate, prptradled the 
fufferings of the befieged ; and the fuccom's, which 
he dropt with a timid and tardy hand, were 
fucceffively intercepted by the armed yeffels 
ftationed by Totila in the bay of Naples. The 
principal officer of the Romans was draggec^ 
with a rope round his neck, to the foot of th^^ 
wall, from whence, with a trembling voice, hq 

exhorted 
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exhorted the citizens to implore, like himfelf, the CHAP, 
mercy of the conqueror. They requefted a truce,. . J"'^ . 
with a promife of furrendering the city, if no 
effeclual relief fliould appear at the end of thirty 
days. Inftead oi one month, the audacious Bar- 
barian granted them three^ in the juft confidence 
that famine would anticipate the term of their 
capitulation. After the reduction of Naples and 
Cumae, the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and 
Calabria, fubmitted to the King of the Goths. 
Totila led his army to the gates of Rome, pitched 
his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty 
miles of the capital, and calmly exhorted the 
fenate and people to compare th^ tyranny of the 
Greeks with the bleffings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid fuccefs of Totila may be partly Contrail of 
afcribed to the revolution which three years* "^^^ 
iexperience had produced in the fentiments of 
the Italians. At the command, or at lead in the 
name, of a Catholic Emperor, the Pope % their 
Q)iritual father, had been torn from the Roman 
church, and either ftarved or murdered on a. 
defolate ifland '. The virtues of Belilarius were 
replaced by the various or uniform vices of eleven, 
chiefs, at Rome, Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, 
Spoleto, &c. who abufed their authority for the 
indulgence of lull or avarice. The improvement 

' Sylverius, Biihop of Rome, was firfi traniported to Patara, in LycUf 
and at length fbtrved (fub eorum cuftodia inedia confaSlus) in the ifl« 
of Palmaria, A. D. 538, June 20 (Liberat in Breviar. c. a a- Anaf- 
tafius in Sylverio. Baronius, A. D. 540. No. %y 3. Pagi in Vit. Pont, 
tom^ i. p. 2859 286-). Procopitts (Anecdot. c. i.) accufes only the 
Emprefs and Antonina. 

^ Palmaria^ a iinall iilandy oppoftte to Tarracinaand the coaft of the 
Voirci (Clttver. ItaL Antiq. 1. iii. c. 7. p. iox4.). 
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€ H A P. of the revenue was committed to Alexander, » 
. J^"^'^ fubtile fcribe, long pra6lifed in the fraud and 
oppreffion of the Byzantine fchools j and whofe 
name of PJallidion^ the fcijfars ^, was drawn 
from the dextrous artifice with which he reduced 
the fize, without defacing the figure, of the gold 
coin, Inftead of expedling the reftoration of 
peace and induftry, he impofed an heavy aiTefl^ 
mention the fortunes of the Italians, Yet his 
prefent or future demands were lefs odious than 
a profecution of arbitrary rigour againft the per- 
fons ahd property of all thofe, who, under the 
Gothic kings, had been concerned in the receipt 
and expenditure of the public money. The fiib- 
jefts of Juftinian, who efcaped thefe partial 
vexations, were opprefled by the irregular main^ 
tenance of the foldiers, whom Alexander de- 
frauded and defpifed ; and their hafty fallies in 
queft of wealth, or fubfiftence, provoked the 
inhabitants of the country to await or implore 
- their deliverance from the virtues of a Barbarian. 
Totila " was chafte and temperate ; and none 
were deceived, either friends or enemies, who 
depended on his faith or his clemency. To the 
hufbandmen of Italy the Gothic King iffued a 
welcome proclamation, enjoining them to purfua 
their important labours, and the reft affured, 

5 As the Logothete Alexander, and moft of his civil and military col- 
leagues, were either difgraced or defpifed, the ink of the Anecdotes 
(c.4, 5. 18.) is fcarcely blacker than that of the Gothic Hiftory (l.iii. 

' c. I. ,3, 4- 9» ao> ai> &cO« 

»• Procopius (1. iii. c. »• 8, &c.) does ample and willing jufiice to the 
merit of ^Totila. The Roman hiftorians, from Salluft and Tacitus^ 
were happy to forget the vices of their countrymen in the contempla- 
tion of Barbaric virtue. 

' that, 
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that, on the payment of the ordinary taxes chap. 
they fliould be defended by his valour and dif- XLiii. 
cipline from the injuries of war. The ftrong 
towns he fucceffively attacked ; and as foon 
as they had yielded to his arms, he demoliflied 
the fortifications ; to fave the people from the 
calamities of a future fiege, to deprive the Ra- 
mans of the arts of defence, and to decide the 
tedious quarrel of the two nations, by an equ£l 
and honourable confli6lin the field of battle. The 
Roman captives and deferters were tempted to 
enliil in the fervice of a liberal and courteous ad- 
verfary ; the flaves were attrafted by the firm and 
faithful promife, that they fliould never be de- 
livered to their mailers ; and from the thoufand 
warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the fame 
appellation of Goths, was infenfibly formed in the 
camp of Totila. Hefincerelyaccompliflied the ar- 
ticles of capitulation, without feekingor accepting 
any finifter advantage from ambiguousexpreflions 
or unforefeen events: the garrifon of Naples had 
flipulated, that they fliould be tranfported by 
fea ; the obftinacy of the winds prevented their 
voyage, but they were generoufly fupplied with 
horfes, provifions, and a fafe condudl to the gates 
of Rome. The wives of the fenators, who had 
been furprifed in the villas of Campania, were re- 
ilored, without a ranfom, to their huftiands ; the 
violation of female chaftity was inexorably chaf- 
tifed with death ; and, in the falutary regulation 
of the diet of the famiflied Neapolitans, the con^ 
queror aflumed the office of an humane and at- 
tentive phyfician. The virtues of Totila are 
f A A 4 equally 
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CHAP, equally laudable, whether they proceeded from 
XLin. |.J,^g policy, religious principle, or the inftin6i of 
humanity: he often harangued his troops } and it 
was his conftant theme, that national vice and 
ruin are infeparably connected ; that victory is 
the fruit of moral as well as military virtue ; and 
that the prince, and even the people, are refpon- 
fible for the crimes which they negle6l; to puniih. 
Second The return of Belifarius to fave the country 

coinmaiid which he had fubdued was prefled with equal ve- 
riusin^ hemence by his friends and enemies ; and the 
^^79 Gothic war was impofed as a truft or an exile on 
the veteran commander. An hero on the b^mks 
of the Euphrates, a flave in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople,he accepted, with relu6lance, the painful 
talk of fupporting his own reputation, and re- 
trieving the faults of his fucceflbrs. The fea was 
open to the Romans : the ftiips andfoldiers were 
aflembled at Salona, near the palace of Diocle- 
tian : he refreflied and reviewed his troops at 
Pola in Iftria, coafted round the head of the Ha- • 
driatic, entered the port of Ravenna, and dif- 
patched orders rather than fupplies to the fubor- 
dinate cities. His firft public oration was. ad- 
dreffed to the Goths and Romans, in the name 
of the Emperor, who had fufpended for a while 
the conqueft of Perfia, and liftened to the prayers 
of his Italian fubjefts. He gently touched on 
the caufes and the authors of the recent difaf- 
ters ; driving to remove the fear of punifliment 
for the paft, and the hope of impunity for the fu- 
ture, and labpuring, with more zeal than fuccefi, 
to unite all the members of his government in a 
. firm 
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Arm league of affeftioti and obedience. Jufti- chap. 
nian, his gracious mafter, was inclined to par- ^ ^^^ 
don and reward ; and it was their intereft, as well 
as duty, to reclaim their deluded brethren, who 
had been feduced by the arts of the ufurper. Not 
a man was tempted to defert the ilandard of the 
Gothic King. Belifarius foon difcovered, that he 
was fent to remain the idle and impotent fpefilator 
of the glory of a young Barbarian ; and his own 
epiftle exhibits a genuine and lively pi6lure of the 
diilrels of a noble mind^ * * Moft excellent prince, 
** we are arrived in Italy, deftitute of all thenecef- 
^^ fary implements of war, men, horfes, arms, and 
** money. In our late circuit through the villages 
f* of Thrace and lUyricum, we have collected, 
** with extreme^^difficulty, about four thouland 
^^ recruits, naked, and unfkilled in the ufe of 
•^ weapons and the exercifes of the camp. The 
*^ foldiers already ftationed in the province are 
*^ difcontented, fearful, and difmayed ; at the 
^* found of an enemy, they difmifs their hdrfes, 
•* and call their arms on the ground. No taxes 
*^ can be raifed, fince Italy is in the hands of the 
** Barbarians ; the failure of payment has de- 
** prived us of the right of command, or even of 
** admonition. Be afliired, dread Sir, that the 
« greater part of your troops have already de- 
*' ferted to the Goths. If the war could be at- 
" chieved by the prefence of Belifarius alone, 
♦* your wiflies are fatisfied ; Belifarius is in the 
" midfl of Italy. But if you defire to conquer, 
** far other preparations are requifite : without a 
" military force, the title of general is an empty 

" name. 
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c H A P. ^^ name. It would be expedient to reftore to my 
■l^^Ij " fervice my owA veterans and domellic guards. 
"Before I can take the field, I muft receive an 
" adequate fupply of light and heavy armed 
" troops ; and it is only with ready money that 
** you can procure the indifpenfible aid of a 
*^ powerful body of the cavalry of the Huns"/' 
An officer in whom Belifarius confided was fent 
from Ravenna to haften aiid con(clu6l the fuc- 
cours ; but the meflage was negle6bed, and the 
meflenger was detained at Conftantinople by an 
advantageous marriage. After his patience had 
been exhaufted by delay and difappointraent, the 
Roman general re-pafled the Hadriatic, and ex- 
pelled at Dyrrachium the arrival of the troops, 
which were flowly affembled among the fubje6ls 
and allies of the empire. Hi's powers were ftill 
inadequate to the deliverance of Rome, which 
was clofely befieged by the Gothic King. The 
Appiap way, a «iarch of forty days, was covered 
by the Barbarians ; and as the prudence of Beli- 
farius declined a battle, he preferred the fafe and 
Ipeedy navigation of five days from the coafl: of 
Epirus to the mouth of the Tyber. 
itome be- After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns 
^K^r \ of inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, 
A. D.54$! Totila proceeded, not to aflault, buttoencompafs 
^y* and ftarve, the ancient capital. Rome was afflift- 
ed by the avarice, and guarded by the valour, of 
BefiTas, a veteran chief of Gothic extra6tion, who 

" Procopius, Liii. c. la. The foul of an hero Is deeply imprefled 
on the letter; nor can we confound fuch genuine and original aiSls with 
a^ elaborate and often empty fpeeches of the Byzantine hiftorians. 

filled, 
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filled, with a garrifon of three thoufand foldiers, chap. 
the fpacious circle of her venerable walls. From .^^J" ^ 
the diftrefs of the pex)ple he extra£led a profit- 
able trade, and fecretly rejoiced in the continu- 
ance of the fiege. It was for his ufe that the grana- 
ries had been repleniftied; the charity of Pope Vi- 
gilius had purchafed and embarked an ample fup- 
ply of Sicilian corn ; but the veffels which efcaped 
the Barbarians were feized by a rapacious gover- 
nor, who imparted a fcanty fuftcnance to the fol- 
diers, and fold the remainder to the wealthy 
Romans. The medimnus, or fifth part of the 
quarter of wheat, was exchanged for feven pieces 
of gold ; fifty pieces were given for an ox, a rare 
and accidental prize ; the progrefs of famine en- 
hanced this exorbitant value, and the merce- 
naries were tempted to deprive themfelyes of the 
allowance which was fcarcely fufficient for the 
fupport of life. A taftelefs and unwholefomfe 
mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the 
quantity of flour, appeafed the hunger of the 
poor ; they were gradually reduced to feed on 
dead horfes, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly 
to fnatch the grafs, and even the nettles which 
grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd of 
fpe6lres, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
preffed witli difeafe, and their minds with det 
pair, furrounded the palace of the governor, 
urged, with unavailing truth, that it was the 
duty of a mailer to maintain his flaves, and 
humbly requefted, that he would provide for 
their fubfiftence, permit their flight, or com- 
mand their immediate execution. Belfas replied, 
with unfeeling tranquillity, that it waRS impoflible 

to 
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c H A P. to feed, unfafe to difmifs, and unlawful to kill, 
XLiu. the fubjefts of the Eri4)eror. Yet the example 
of a private citizen might have Ifcewn his country, 
men that a tyrant cannot withhold the privilege 
of death. Pierced by the cries of five children, 
who vainly called on their father for bread, he 
ordered them to follow his fteps, advanced with 
calm and filent defpair to one of the bridges of 
the Tyber, and, covering his face, threw him- 
felf headlong into the ftream, in the prefence of 
his family and the Roman people. To the rich 
and pufillanimous, Beffas" fold the permiffion of 
departure ; but the greateft part of the fugitives 
expired on the public highways, or were inter- 
cepted by the flying parties of Barbarians. In 
the meanwhile, the artful governor foothed the 
difcon tent, and revived the hopes, of the Romans, 
by th6 vague reports of the fleets and armies which 
were haftening to their relief from the extremities 
of the Eafl;. They derived more rational com- 
fort from the aflTurance that Belifarius had landed 
at the jpor^; and, without numbering his forces, 
they firmly relied on the humanity, the courage, 
and the fkill of their great deliverer. 

The forefight of Totila had raifed obflacles 
worthy of fuch an antagonift. Ninety furlongs 
below the city, in the narrowefl part of the river, 
he joined the two banks by ftrong and folid 
timbers in the form of a bridge ; on which he 

" The avarice of Beflas b not diflembled by Procopius (l.iiL c. 17. 
ao ). He expiated the lofs of Rome by the glorious conqueft of Pe- 
trsea (Goth. l.iv. c. 12.) : but the fame vices followed him from the 
Tyber to the Phafis (c. 13.); and the hiilorian is equally true to the 
merits and defedls of his charaAer. The chaftifement which the 
author of the romance of Belifmre has infliAed on the opprefior of 
Home i« more agreeable to juftice than to hiftory. 

ere£ted 
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erected two lofty towers, manned by the braveft chap, 
of his Goths, and profufely flored with miflile 
weapons and engines of offence. The approach 
of the bridge and towers was covered by a ftrong 
and mafly chain of iron ; and the chain, at either 
end, on the oppofite fides of the Tyber, was de- 
fended by a numerous and chofen detachment 
of archers. But the enterprife of forcing thefe 
barriers, and relieving the capital, dilplays a 
Ihining example of the boldnefs and conduct of 
Belifarius. His cavalry advanced from the port 
along the public road, to awe the motions, and 
di(lra£t the attention, of the enemy. His in- 
fantry and provifions were diftributed in two 
hundred large boats ; and each boat was Ihielded 
by an high rampart of thick planks, pierced with 
many fmall holes for the difcharge of miflile wea- 
pons. In the front, two large veflels were linked • 
together to fufl;ain a floating cafl:le, which com- 
manded the towers of the bridge, and contained 
a magazine of fire, fulphur, and bitumen. The 
whole fleet, which the general led in perfon, was 
laborioufly moved againfl: the current of the river. 
The chain yielded to their weight, and the ene- 
mies who guarded the banks were either flain or 
fcattered. As foon as they touched the principal 
barrier, the fire-fliip was inftantly grappled to the 
bridge ; one of the towers with two hundred 
Goths, was confumed by the flames ; the aflaiU 
unts fliouted vi6lory j and Rome was faved, if 
the wifdom of Belifarius had not been defeated 
by the mifcondudl of his oflScers. He had pre- 
Vioufly fent orders to Beflas to fecond his opera- 
tions by a timely fally from the town j and he had 

fixed 
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CHAP, fixed his lieutenant, Ifaac, by a peremptory com* 
XLiii. ixiand, to the ilation of the port. But avarice 
rendered Beffas immoveable ; while the youthful 
ardour of Ifaac delivered him into the hands of 
a fuperic. enemy. The exaggerated rumour of 
his defeat was haftily carried to the ears of Beli- 
farius: he paufed; betrayed in that fingle moment 
of his life fome emotions of furprife and per- 
plexity j and reluftantly founded a retreat to 
fave his wife Antonina, his treafures, and the 
only harbour which he pofleffed on the Tufcan 
coaft. The vexation of his mind produced an 
ardent and almoft mortal fever ; and Rome was 
left without protedlion to the mercy or indigna- 
tion of Totila. The continuance of hoftilities 
had embittered the national hatred ; the Arian 
clergy was ignominioufly driven from Rome ; Pe- 
lagius, the Archdeacon, returned without fucceft 
from an embaffy to the Gothic camp ; and a Si- 
cilian Bilhop, the envoy or nuncio of the Pope, 
was deprived of both his hands, for daring to 
utter falfehoods in the fervice of the church and 
ftate. 
Rome Famine had relaxed the ftrength and difcipline 

taken by ^f t^g garrifon of Rome. They could derive no 
A. D. SA^9 effedtual fervice from a dying people ; and the 
Dec. 17. inhuman avarice of the merchant at length ab- 
forbed the vigilance of the governor. Four Ilau- 
rian centinels, while their companions flept, and 
their officers were abfent,defcendedbyaropefrom 
the wall, and fecretly propofed to the Gothic King 
to introduce his troops into the city. The offer 
was entertained with coldnefs and fufpicion; they 
returned in fafety j they twice repeated their vifit; 
1^' the 
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the place was twice examined; the confpiracy was chap. 
known and difregarded ; and no iboner had Totila ^^^^-^* 
confented to the attempt, than they unbarred the 
Aiinari^n gate, and gave admittance to the 
Goths. Till the dawn of day they halted in order 
of battle, s^prehenfive of treachery or ambufh ; 
but the troops of Beflas, with their leader, had 
already efcaped; and when the King was preffed 
to difturb their retreat, he prudently replied, that 
no fight could be more grateful than that of a fly- 
ing enemy. The patricians, who were ftill pot 
fefied of horfes, Decius, Bafilius, &c. accompa- 
nied the governor J their brethren, among whom 
Olybrius, Oreftes, and Maximus are named by 
the hiftorian, took refuge in the church of St. Pe- 
ter; but the affertion, that only five hundred 
perfons remained in the capital, infpires fome 
doubt of the fidelity either of his narrative or of 
his text. As foon as daylight had difplayed the 
entire vi6lory of the Goths, their monarch de- 
voutly vifited the tomb of the prince of the apoC* 
ties; but while he prayed at the altar, twenty- 
live foldiers, and fixty citizens, were put to the 
ftvord in the vefl:ibule of the temple. The Arch- 
deacon Pelagius '^ fl:ood before him with the goC 
pels in his hand. " O Lord, be merciful to your 
« fervant." « Pelagius,*' faid Totila with an 
infulting fmile, " your pride now condefcends 
** to become a fuppliant." " I am a fuppliant,*' 

'' During the long exile, and after the death of Vigilius, the Roman 
dtiirch was governed, at firft by the Archdeacon and at length (A. Dw 
555.) by the pope Pelagius, who was not thought guiUlefs of the fuf- 
ferings of his predeceflbr. See the original lives of the popes under tha 
wame of Anafiafius (Muratori, Script. Rer. Italicarum, torn. iii. P. i- 
p. i30f i3i«)> w*»o relates feveral curiou9 incidents p£ the fiegcs of 
Roipe a^d.the wars of Italy. 

replied 
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CHAP, replied the prudent Archdeacon ; " God has now* 
^^^' ^ i« made us your fubje6ls9 and as your fubjedts, 
** we are entitled to your clemency.*' At his 
humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were 
fpared; and the chaftity of the maids and ma- 
trons was preferved inviolate from the paflions of 
the hungry foldiers. But they were rewarded by 
the freedom of pillage, after the moft precious 
fpoils had been referved for the royal treafuiy. 
The houfes of the fenators were plentifully ftored 
with gold and filver; and the avarice of Beflas 
had laboured with fo much guilt and fhame for 
the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, 
the fons and daughters of Roman confuls tailed 
the mifery which they had fpurned or relieved, 
wandered in tatteredgarmentsthrough the ftreets 
of the city, and begged their bread, perhaps with- 
out fuccefs, before the gates of their hereditary 
manfions. The riches of Rufticiana, the daughter 
of Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been 
generoufly devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
famine. But the Barbarians were exafperated by 
the report, that flie had prompted the people to 
overthrow the ftatues of the great Theodoric: 
and the life of that venerable matron would have 
been facrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
refpefted her birth, her virtues, and even the pi- 
ous motive of her revenge. The next day he pro- 
nounced two orations, to congratulate and admo- 
nifh his vi6loriou8 Goths, and to reproach the fe- 
nate, as the vilell of flaves, with their peijury, fol- 
ly, and ingratitude; fternly declaring, that their 
eftates and honours were juftly forfeited to the 
companions of his arms. Yet he confented to for- 
give 
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giviB their revolt, and the fenators repaid his cle- chap. 
mency by difpatching circular letters to their ^^^~^ 
tenants and vafials in the provinces of Italy^ 
ftri6Uy to enjoin them to defert the (tandard of 
the Greeks, to cultivate their lands in peace, 
and to learn from their mailers the duty of 
obedience to a Gothic fovereign. Againfl the 
city .which had fi) long delayed the courfe of 
his vi6tories he appeared inexorable : one-third 
of the walls, in different parts, were demolifhed 
by his command ; fire and engines prepared to 
confume or fubvert the moft (lately works of 
antiquity : and the world was aftoniflied by the 
£ital decree, that Rome fliould be changed into 
a pailure for cattle. The firm and temperate 
remonftrance of Beliiarius fufpended the exe- 
cution ; he warned the Barbarian not to fully 
his fame by the deftru6tion of thole monuments 
which were the glory of the dead, and the de- 
light of the living ; and Totila was perfuaded by 
the advice of an enemy, to preferve Rome as 
the ornament of his kingdom, or the faired 
pledge of peace and reconciliation. When he 
had fignified to the ambafladors of Belifarius, 
his intention of fparing the city, he (lationed an 
army at the diftance of one hundred and twenty* 
furlongs, to obferve the motions of the Roman 
general. With the remainder of his forces,- he 
marched into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied 
on the fummit of mount Garganus '* one ol" the 

camps 

'^ Mount Garganusy now Monte St. Angeloy in the kingdom of 
Kaples, runs tliree hundred ftadia into the Achiatic fea (StrAb. 1. vi* 
4I. 43^*)^ and in the da^^ ages was iUufirated by the apparition, mi- . 

VOii«-'yii* B B rades. 
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CHAP. Qi^»ip8ofi{fiiinrM^. Tibe feoatproweredcaggcA 

\^^^^ iP his train, m^ latftersvitrds iGoafiped m tbe for- 

):6e|Gas of CS^mpanoa : the citizens^ mith. thcar 

yvives Btid cbildrao, Wjece diiperiediDie&ile ; a&d 

^uTiD^ fort^ duys Bome was abandoped lo Aeio^ 

l^te wd dreary fQb*twde'\ 

Recovered The lofe of EojEoe WBS Ifheedily retneKed by an 

riu^^' ft^i^''* *^ which, according to the levient, die 

A. D. 547> pUlpfUc cqpinion wauld apply the names of rafli* 

Februaiy. ^^fg ^j. ji^i-oifop. After the xkparturc of Totila^ 

tj^e Rpjcnan g^eoerisl fallied fropi the port «t t|ie 

1\ead of a thoufand Korfe, eat in pieees the 

(pm^njiy who op^di^d Ids pix)grefs, and vifited 

with pity m^ reverence the vaoantt .%aoe 4>f the 

. ^Jt^rml Qity* {lefolved to jsantein a {ftadaa fe 

iK>/)fpi.cao!jii& in the eyes of ffiaukind, he fuin* 

^oned ih^ gf§ateft part of bis troops ^ to the 

^l^diard ^y^ich he meStod, /m the Ciipitel : tiie 

old inhabitants wei:e necaSod by the love of 

their country and the hopes of food $ and the 

loeys of Rome were f^nt a fecood time to the 

Emperor Juftiniai}. The walk, as &f as th^ 

bad been demolijQied by the OodiSy wer^ re^ 

paired with rude and diflimilar knatecia^; the 

raclcB, and jchurch of St. Michael the frcljangcj. Uorao^ 9 native rf 
Apalia^ or Lucania, had feen the elms and oaks of Gafganus labourine 
^n4 ^Up^ng with the north wlad ihat biwr 4m tha( Ijofty cotft 
(Carm. ii. 9. Epift. li. i. %oi.y, 

' I cannot afcertain this particular camp oF Hannibaj; but the 
Fimic quarters mre lot^ pd often in the neighbourhood of A»^ 
(T. Li^. xxii. 9. xa. xxiv- 3. 4f^c.). 

'^ Totila . •' • • Roman ingreditnr . . . . ac evertit muros domo» 
tUguatitas igni comburens, ac omnes Romanorum res in pn;edam ac- 
cepity 1)08 ipfos Romanos in ^ainpaniam captives abduxit* Poft q^fm 
devdftationemy xl aut amptius dies, Roma fuitita defoIata» ut nemo ibi 
hpnonuixb nifi (mtHig ? ) beftue iporarentur (MfUcelliQ. iaQhron, p. ^4.) 

» , diti^h 



ffitch was teftored ; iron fpikes ^'^ ^ef e pf6ftifeiy *c h a pt 
fcktifertd in the highways to knnby the ifeet of ^^^^[^ 
ifee htorfes j and ias new gates could ttot fbtidenly 
b^ pWcured, the entrance was guarded by a 
Spittan rampart of W^ braVeft foldiets. At thfe 
expiration of twenty-five days^ I'otilti ttttirnfed 
by hafty marches frt^m Apulia, to avenge the 
fejury aiid diigrace. Beli'&rias texpe6led hi^ 
ftpproAch. The Goth* were thrice fepiilied in 
three geheral aflTAults j they loft the floWer of 
theit trbopS; the royal ftandard had illmoft 
l[a}}en into th^ hands of thie enemy, and the Fantte 
fef t'btila funki ai^ it had rifen, with the fortune 
of hi* arms. Whatever (kill and courage cbulti 
achie^^e^ had been performed by the Romati 
general ; it remained otlly; that Juftiniari Ihonld 
yWniHatfe, by a ftroHg and feafonable effort, tlife 
Wstt Which he had athbitiotifly undertaken, /TH^ 
itiddlenee, perhaps thfe inlpotence, of a priiice 
Wh& dfel^ifed his enemies, and envied his fetvihtsi 
profcrAia^ the calktliitie* of Itdy- After a Ibri^ 
aietibe, B^Kfarius was commanded to leave a 
fttflfcieiit ^arrifon at Rome, and to tranfporl 
fiitofelf into the prfcrvincfe of Lticarlia, whofe 
ifihtibitants, inflimed by Cathblic zeal, had caft 
away th*j yoke <]ff their Arian conquerors. Iti 
this ignoble warfare^ ihe hiro, irivihciBle agahift 
til* ptoWdr of the Barbarians^ Was bafely van- 
^mik^d by the delay, tbfc difobedietice, and the 

'^ The tribuli are fmall engines with four fpikes^ one fixed in the 
ptfUttdtikt ihneMfcen efeU 6f ^dmft (Pmco^'sVGdtifie. I.Sf; c. 24. 

-m Italy (Mnite^ ^ Y%^- Cteoi^.i tH^ vdft. ». f:si. 

V B B 3 cowardice 
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CHAP, cowardice of his own officers. He repofed in 
^ XLHL his winter-quarters of Crotona, in the full affur- 
ance, that the two pafies of the Lucanian hilU 
were guarded by his cavalry. They wefe be- 
trayed by 4:reachery or weaknefs; and the rapid 
march of the Goths fcarcely allowed time for 
the efcape of Belifarius to the coaft of Sicily. 
At length a fleet and army were aflembled for 
the relief of Rufcianum, or RofTano '%.a fortrefi 
fixty furlongs from the ruins of Sybaris, where 
the nobles of Lucania had taken refuge. In the 
firft attempt, the Roman forces were diffipated 
by a ftorm.. In the fecond they approached the 
Ihore; but theyfaw the hills covered with archers, 
the landing-place defended by a line of fpears, 
and the King of the Goths impatient for battle. 
The conqueror of Italy retired with a figh, and 
continued to languifh, inglorious and ina6tive, 
till Antonina, who had been fent to Conftanti- 
nople to Iblicit fuccours, obtained, after the death 
of the Emprefs, the permiffion of his return. 
Final rccai .The five lafli Campaigns of Belifarius might 
rius^^^' abate the envy of his competitors, whofe eyes 
A.D.548, had been dazzled. and wounded by the blaze 
September. ^£ j^jg former glory. Inflead of delivering 
Italy from the Goths, he had wandered like 
a fugitive iaiong the coaft, without daring to 
march into the country, or to accept the bold 
and repeated challenge of Totila. Yet in the 
judgment of the few who. could difcriminate 

'^ Rufciay the navfile Tburiorum^ was transferred to the diftance of 
- fixty fladia to Rufclamun, Reflano^ an afchbiihopric without foffi'a^ms. 
The republic of Sybaris is now the ellate of the Duke of Coriglmp 
(Riedefeli Travels into Magna Qrseda and Sicily^ p.|66— Z7i*> 

<:ounfels 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 373 

counfels from events, and' compare the inftni- chap. 
inents with the execution, he appeared a more ._ . '_^ 
confummate^-mafter of the art of war, than in 
the feaibn of his profperity, when he prefented 
two captive kings before the throne of Juftinian. 
The valour of Belifarius was not chilled by age ; 
his prudence was matured by experience, but 
the moral virtues of humanity and juftice feem 
to have yielded to the hard neceffity of the 
tinnes. The parfimony or poverty of the Em- 
peror compelled him to deviate from the rule of 
condu6l which had deferved the love and confi- 
dence of the Italians. The war Was maintained 
by the oppreffion of Ravenna, Sicily, and all the 
faithful fubje6ts of the empire ; and the rigorous 
profecution of Herodian provoked that injured 
or guilty officer to deliver Spoleto into the hands 
of the enemy. The avarice of Antonina, which 
had been fometimes diverted by love^ now 
reigned without a rival in her bread. Belifa- 
rius himfelf had always underftood, that riches, 
in a corrupt age, are the fupport and ornament 
of perfonal merit. And it cannot be prefumed 
that he fhould ftain his honour for the public 
fervice, without applying a part of the fpoil to 
his private emolument. The hero had efcaped 
the fword of the Barbarians, but the dagger of 
confpiracy '^ awaited his return. In the inidft 
of wealth and honours, Artaban j who had chaf- 
tifed the African tyrant, complained of the in- 
gratitude of courts. He afpired to Prasje^a, the 

'' This confpiracy is related by Procopius (Gothic. Liii.'c.3*ij 3^.) 
with fuch freedom and candour^ that the liberty of die Anecdotes gives 
l^m nothing to add. - i 

B B 3 Emperor's 
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CHAR l^Jrapjerpr's nieci^^ vfho wifli/^d to reward best cUJ% 
^J^^^^JfJ;;^ verei: ;, but tbe impi^diment of hi$. previpugfe ma^ 
riage waa aflerted by the piety of Theodorou 
t hi?. pride of royal deifcent was irritated by flajK 
tery ; and t]ie fervice in. la^hich he ^orified^ had 
proved him. capable of bold apd faoguiuafy 
O^^eds. The death of juftinian was^ ifeiblved^, 
biit. the conlpir^tora, delayed, tb^. cfxecution t|Ul 
they could furprifp. BeliiaciuSj diiarm^, aud^ 
n^Hed, i» the p^l?u:e of Conftantiuople. Not a 
^9B^ ^9^1^ b^ entertained of j(hakiqg.l>j^ long^ 
trigd. fidelity ;, and they juftly dre^idqd tbe ri^*. 
xen^e> or rather jullice, of the veter^ap geq^ral^ 
who might fpeedily aflemWe aparmy in /D^rac^c; 
tp punifli. the affaflius* and perhapsi to enj^j th|^ 
fi'uits pf tbeif, crime. Delay afforded time,%^ 
raib communicatiqns and hon^il coafeffionar.Arn 
tab^.and his accomplices were condemneid l^, 
the fenate, but the extreme clemency of Jufti- 
nian detained them in the gentle confinement <]£ 
the palace, till he pardoned their flagitiqusaJk-^ 
tempt ^gainft his throne and, Hfis. If the.l^^n^ 
perpr forgave his enemies, he, muft coi^d^^j?; 
embrace a friend wbofe vidtories were alone.. rcK 
menibered, and. who was endeared to his princa 
by the. recent circumftance of their coounoa 
danger. Belifarius repofed from bis toils, ii^tbef 
bi^h llation, of general of the Bad and countrCjC 
the domeftics ; and the, older confuls apd pa^. 
cjan^ refpe^fuUy yielded the precedency of rank, 

to, the. peerlej^ i^erit oif the firll of the lipnf^ans,*^. 

.... .^^ 

»* The honours of BcUfatrius are gUdly commemorate b jr his fecjt- 
tary (Rocop. Goth. 1. iii. c. ss* !• »▼• c. ai.). The ti^le o^lrfarv^ is 
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*Ibe firft of the- Romans ftffl fubimtfed'txi be tlie^ ch/ a^ K- 
flave of his wife ; bui; tkfeJfervittide of habit aind! .^^^| ^ 
af&&ion became le& dif^sioeful'wheiQ tbe- death) 
of Theodora bad removed the bsfei^ infiu^nc^ of 
fear. Joannina theiv dau^tw; and the fole^ 
tieirefs of their fwtuoesi was betrothicd- to Anaft 
tafius the gxandfon, or father' the^ nephewi, of 
the Emprefs *', wiirfe kind interpofition for-* 
warded the confummatioti of their yoatfafut 
loves; But the power of Theodbra- expired, the^' ' 
parents- of Joannina rettimbdv and her honour^ 
peipbaps* her h^>pineiV, werg iacrificed to the re^^ 
venge of an unfeeling tnothef, who^diflblved the- 
ifi^erie6t. nuptials before they had been ratified^ 
byt th^ ceremonies of the chuik^h ". 

Before the departure of Belifarius, Perlifla was* Rome 
befieged^ and few cities were impregnable to the *^*^ j^ 
Gothic arras. Rflivenila, , Ancouav and CrotoDa;i the Goth«, 
ftill refitted, the* Barbariarts ;, and when Totila^ a.d.549- 
alked in4narriage on'^of thedaughters of Fitmoe, 

in tranflated» at leaft m this inftancey by {ursefe^lus praeterio; and to. 
» nsilitau^chait^eis magifter militum' is itibre proper and applicable' 
(Diicange» Glofs. GraK* p« I'^jS/ 1459O* 

" Alemannus (ad Hift. Arcanam, p. 68.), Ducange (FamUiae Byz^int- 
p. 981) aAdllemfieccib8(Hift« Juris Civffis, p. 434.) aH three reprefenf 
Anaftafius aa the £ra oH the daugfuser of 7W>doni* and thefi* opinibl^ 
firmly repofes on the unambiguous teftimony of Procopius' (Anecdot,. 
c. 4, 5;—-^u<y»T^t^w twice repeated). Aiid yet! will remark, t. That 
in the year 547,'Theodorft could fcaWely hare a giaildfoii of^e ag^ 
of puberty^ a. That we are totally ignorant of this dmighter and her- 
liulband'; andi 3, That Theodora concealed lier baftards, and that her 
grandibniby Juftinittii w^suld have bten heir-dppareht of the empire.: 

" The AfJUKpyii^nroof orfins, of the hero in Italy and after his Veturni^ 
artf' mMiifefted a-TrapaHaXvTrTwj, and moll probably fwelled, bv. the 
afHAcr^of'the Aneddotes- (c.4, 5.>. Th» defighs of AiWortiha'wfeiV 
fawiired by the fluAuiiting jurifpradeifce of Juilihiank On the laWof 
ixUuriage and iiivorce, that Emperor was trocho verfatilior (Heinecciusk 
EIemeflt.'Jsfi8 Civil, ad Ordinem Pande<Sb. P. iv. No. 233.). 

BB 4 he 
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he was ftiing by the juft reproach that the King of 
Italy was unworthy of* his title till it was acknow- 
ledged by the Roman people. Three thoufand 
of the braveft foldiers had been left to defend 
the capital. On the fufpicion of a monopoly, 
they maffacred the governor, and announced to 
Juftinian, by a deputation of the clergy, that 
unlefs their offence was pardoned and their ar- 
rears were fatisfied, they fhoiild inflantly accept 
the tempting offers of Totila. But the officer 
who fucceeded to the command (his name was 
Diogenes) deferved their efteem and confidence ; 
and the Goths, inllead of finding an eafy con- 
quefl:, encountered a vigorous refiftance froni the 
foldiers and people, who patiently endured the 
lofs of the port, and of all maritime fupplies. 
The fiege of Rome would perhaps have been 
raifed, if the liberality of Totila to the Ifaurians 
had not encouraged fome of their venal country- 
men to copy the example of treafon. In a dark 
night, while the Gothic trumpets founded on 
another fide, they filently opened the gate of St. 
Paul : the Barbarians ruflied into the city ; and 
the flying garrifon was intercepted before they 
could reach the harbour of Centumcella?. A fol- 
dier trained in the fchool of .Belifarius, Paul of 
Cilicia, retired with four hundred men to the 
mole of Hadrian. They repelled the Goths; 
T)ut they felt the approach of famine ; and their 
averfion to the tafl:e of horfe-flelh confirmed 
their refolution to rifle the event of a defperate 
and decifive fally. But their fpirit infenfibly 
fl^ooped to the offei-s of capitulation : they re* 
16 tiieveil 
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trieved their arrears of pay, and preferved their CHAP. 
arms and horfes, by enlifting in the fervice of ^^^^^' 
Totila ; their chiefs, who pleaded a laudable 
attachment to their wives and children in the 
Eaft, were difmifled with honour; and above 
four hundred enemies, who had taken refuge 
in the fanfituariies, were faved by the clemency 
of the vi6lor. He no longer entertained a wifli 
of deftroying the edifices of Rome*% which he 
now refpe6led as the feat of the Gothic king. 
dom : the fenate and people were reftored to 
their country; the means of fubfiftence were 
liberally provided; and Totila, in the robe of 
peace, exhibited the equeftrian games of the 
circus. Whilft he amufed the eyes of the mul- 
titude, four hundred veffels were prepared for 
the embarkation of his troops. The cities of 
Rhegium and Tarentum were reduced: he paffed 
into Sicily, the obje6t of his implacable refent- . 
ment ; and the ifland was ftrippedof its gold and 
filver, of the fruits of the earth, and 6f an in. 
finite number of horfes, fheep, and oxen. Sar. 
dinia and Corfica obeyed the fortune of Italy ; 
and the fea coaft of Greece was vifited by a fleet 
of three hundred gallies**. The Goths were 

^ The Romans were ftill attached to the monuments of their anoef- 
tors; and according to Procopius (Goth, 1. iv. c. az), the galley of 
JEneas, of a iingle-rank of bars, 15 feet in breath, 'lao in length, was 
preferved entire in the navaliat near Monte Teftaceo, at the foot of the 
Aventine (Nardini, Roma Antica, I. vii. c. 9. p. 466. Donatus, Rom^. 
Antiqua, 1. iv. c. 13. p. 334). But all antiquity is ignorant of this relic. 

^ In -thefe feaa, Procopius fearched without fuccefs for the lile of 
Calypfo. He was iheWn, at Phseacia or Corc^, the petriHed ihip of 
m'yil^s (Odyfs. xiii. 163); W he found it a itcent fabric of many - 
ftones, dedicated by a merchant to Jupiter Cafiius (I. iv. c. 2»). Eufta- 
thius had fuppofed it to be the fanciful Ukenefs of a rock. 

landed 
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c.H A. P. landedrin. Corcycs^ and the ancient contineat of 
. -^-O Epirus J they advaoceid a& &ji a& Nicopolis, the 
trophy of AiiguiluSy aod Dodona'^ oaae &m;ou9 
by th€ orade; of Jove. In every ftqp of higf viiv 
tories,. the. wife Barbarian repeated to Juftiniaiii 
his defire of peace,, applauded llie oonoofdn af 
their predeceflbrs,. and oiFered Co emplby tbe 
Gothie arin&^iQ the fervice.of the empire. 
P^P»^- JuCiinian was d«if tO; the voice: of peace ;, but- . 
juftmian h© Hcglefiled^ tho profecutioa of war ; and Ae^ 
for the Go- indoieiice of hift* temper difappoiiited, in ^m^ 
A. bT^' degree, . the obftitistcy of hifr>paffioi>s^« From this • 
549— 551* falutary flumber the Bmpc^or \va^awake»edtb]^ 
the Pope VigiliuS' adid the patriciaHf Cethegue^ 
who appeared before his: throae^, and*^ ac^jured^ 
him, in the name of Gdd and the people, tare* 
i\xm^ the conquefi and^ deliverance of Itafyv In* 
the oboice ol' the, g^eralsi^ caprice,. asr^weU^as? 
judgmentv was: fliewn. A fieefa and army iaiiodi 
for- the^ relief of Sicily under the condu£|. of 
Liberius;. but his youth and wanfc of experi-» 
enco: were afterwards difcovered, . andlbeftrre'be 
touchad'the ihoredrof th6 ifland be was Jovertsdffeoi 
by his^fucceffon In- the- place: of Liberius^ tfaer 
conipirator Artaban w«as raifedfrom aiprifon ta^ 
military honours ;, in the pious prefumption, that 
gratitudfc; would animate htsvalonr and' fortify 
lU^.allegitance.. BeUfariiis r^pofod iotbe'.fbade 
of li-islaurelsi but* the commaTid^of thfe prittcipal 

illUibat»s;iln^.-gliiphiof, A«toci«ii but«kr<annQt'«lcfeitMi tk!t fltiwtioB: 

o£,Aiimica* 

army 
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umyi wae. ]:efQLFy:€d for Q9]mapi^^% the £mp^ ei) A.ft 
Bw's Beghe^ji;, wlwfe rank ^nd m^rifc h(^4 beiW , ^^*^ 
l/9P^i depre^d, by the j^alaufy of the coiict* 
Theo4aFa. ha<^ H)ji)]!Qd h^iQ' in ihe tights of si 
pfjivata qitd^i^n^ the iqarrii^ge c^ h^s^qhiidren, and 
tbe^te^on^l; of; hi^hro^or; and" although hit 
G)9D4if#.was< pur^ 4nd, hhm^%, J^&itmmy^f^9r 
difglo^f^d^ tfhajb 1)^- flVQutd he t^ougb^ worthy q£ 
l|^.coafidence Qf the amlec<mtept9.. The life q£ 
Geo'mai)]^. W2^4 leflbn:Qf implicit obedience ; he 
4is)bly r^u&d ta proftitiite hm i^we and charao- 
1^r|i^,thf^.fa61tipaSfOfi tbeqirciip: the g^a^ity o£ 
Iji^ ,iBann);r£i,^as,temper^i by iqpQpent ehee^u}^ 
i^ef^ ;^ ^lad hi^^ richea wier-e Imt withf^ut ii^tereft 
1^ ia^^g/dv\1f, or dpf^I'v^i^S &ieQds4^ H^s yalaun 
bad foriBerly trit^mphed oyer the Sclavoniadis^ oS 
the Danube and:the rebels^ of Africa; the firft) 
report; of hi^ proipoticm revived the hppes of ther 
lt^ai]|§: ai^d h^ wa6 privately afiUred^. that ar, 
Qrowd qf Romoo deferters would abaqd^i^y Ofi^ 
hi^approa(Ch5 the ftaiulardof llatil^- Hisfeppoyd' 
ms^ifviag^ widil: Malafonth^i,. the gr^drda^ghten 
c^ Theodoric» eii^f ared,Gerq»^M^ tQ the Qptl^Bb 
the«alelves; 2|od,they.a)i^i'<^sd.wikh relu^ani» 
agaiiiiftf t^e fatbc^jof: a. rpyal> infant,, the, laft o^ 
%ipg of the lipe of A<ni»li*^ A fpiej^diid ^Uowt* 



Goth. l.iii. c,3i, 3a.} and private mftcwy (Anecdot.c. 5.), and thofe oC 
his ion Juftin, in Agathias (f. iv. p. 130, i3^->' Notwithftinditag^aii* 
ambiguous expreffiqn of Joma^d^yiiiatri fup^ Akm^opfuhaffippuKife 
that he was the fon of the Emperor's broker. 

*^ Conjun<5la Aniciohim getis cum Amali ftiirpe fpism adhuc utri- 
itfqoe geaerift pcomittit . (Jamxadmk, (^4^*>lp<- l^i^y^ Hti * wMe at ' 
Ravenna before the death of Totiiib. 

ance 
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CHAP, ance was aifigned by the Emperor : the general 
^"^ , contributed hi* private fortune; bis two fons 
were popular and adlive ; and he furpaffed, in 
the promptitude and fuccefe of his levies, the 
expe£);ation of mankinds He was permitted to 
feleA fome fquadrons of Thracian cavalry : the 
veterans, as well as the youth of Conftantinople 
and Europe, engagied their voluntary fervice; 
and as far as the heart of Germany, bis fame and 
liberality attra6bed the aid of the Barbarians. 
The Romans advanced to Sardica ; an army of 
Sclavonians fled before their march ; but within 
two days of their final- departure, the defigns of 
German us were terminated by his malady and 
death. Yet the impulfe which he had given tO' 
the Italian war ftiil continued to aft with energy 
and effe6b. The maritime towns, Ancona, Cro- 
tona, Centumcellae, refifl:ed the aflaultsof Totila.- 
Sicily was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and 
the Gothic navy was defeated near the coaft of 
the Hadriatic. The two fleets were almofl; equal, 
forty.feven to fifty gallies: the' vi6lory was de- 
cided by the knowledge and dexterity of the 
Greeks ; but the fliips were fo clofely grappled, 
that only twelve of the Goths efcaped ftom this 
unfortunate confli^. They affefted to depreciate 
an element in which they were unflcilled, but 
their own experience confirmed the truth of a 
ipaxim, that the mafl:er of the fea will always- 
acquire the dominion of the land ^. 

^ The third book of Bnoco|MU8 is tenAinated by the death of (Ser* 
tnanus (Add. Liv, c. 2^39 249 2^9 26»)* 

After 
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After the lofs of Germanus, the nations were chap. 
provoked to fmile, by the ftrange intelligence, XLm; 
that the command of the Roman armies was charadier 
given to an eunuch. But the eunuch Narfes*^ is *^f ^^p^ 
ranked among the few who have refcued that un- xhe^^^ 
happy name from the contempt and hatred of nuch 
mankind. A feeble diminutive body concealed ^.D^cia* 
the foul of a ftatefman and a warrior. His youth . ^ 
had been employed in the management of the 
loom and diflafF, in the cares of the houfehold, 
and the fervice of female luxury ; but while bis 
hands were bufy, he fecretly exercifed the fa- 
culties of a vigorous and difceming mind.. A 
ilranger to the fchools and the camp, he fludied 
in the palace to diflemble, to flatter^ and per^ 
fuade ; and as loon as he approached the perfon 
of the Emperor, Juftinian liftened with furprife 
and pleafure to the manly counfels of his cham- 
beriain and private treafure^3^ The talents of 
Narfes were tried and improved in frequent em- 
baffies; he led an army into Italy, acquired a 
practical knowledge of the war and the country, 
and prefumed to llrive with the genius of Beli- 

^9 Procopius relates the whole feries of this fecond Gothic war and 
the viAory o£ Narfes (1. iv.'c. «i, a6— 35)- A. fplendid fcene I Among 
the fix fubje^s a£ epic poetry which Tailb revolved in his mind^ he 
hefitated between the conquefts of Italy by Belifarius and by Narfes 
(Hayley's Works, vol. iv. p. 70.). 

^^ IIk country of Narfes is unknown, fince he muft not be con- 
-founded with the Perlarmenian. Procopius ftyles him (Goth. Uii. . 
c. 13. €a,(7iXkMrf xf^^Tuv ra^taj ; Paul Wamefrid (1. ii. c. 3. p. 776.), 
Chartularius: Marcellinus adds the name of Cubicularius. In an in- 
fcriptiqn oh the Salarian bridge he is entitled £x-conful, £x prsepoiitus» 
Cubiculi Patricius (Mafcou, Hift. of the Germans, 1. xiii. c. 2 5 J). The 
Uw ai Theodofius againil eunuchs was obfolete or abolifited (Anno-f 
Ution XX.), but the f ooliih prophecy of the Romans fubfifted in full 
vigour (Procop. 1. iv. c« %!')• 

fiirius* 
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CHAP, farias. Twelve yeafs ^ter his return, the tu^ 
Much was chdfen to achieve the cortqueft which 
had been left itnpeifdft by the firft of the Roman 
generals. Inftead of being daz2:led by vanity 6r 
emulation, he ferrmifly dedar^, Aat unlefi he 
wfere armed with an adequate force, he would 
never confent to rifle his own glory, and tWt of 
his fovereign. Juftinian granted to the fevouritej 
^hat he might have denied to the hero : the Go- 
thic war wjsis rekindled froni its afiie§, atid th* 
preparations were not unworthy of the ancient 
majefty of the empire. The key of the piiUic 
treafure Was put into his hand, to coUe^magA- 
^ines, to levy foldiers, to purcbafe arms and 
horfeis, to discharge the arrears of pay, and t^ 
tempt the fidelity of die fugitives and defefters. 
the troops of Germanus wens ftill ih arrtis ; they 
halted at Salona in the expectation of a new 
leader ; aiid legions of fubjeCt^ and allied ivere 
i^reated by the well-known liberality of the eu- 
nuch Narfes. The Kiiig of the Loinbards ** &- 
tis^d or furpaffed the obligations of a treaty^ by 
lending two thoufand two hundred of his bi'aveft 
warriors, who were followed by three thoufand 
^ their martial attendants. Three thoufand 
Heruli fought on hoifeback under ^niilemuth, 
their native chief; and the noble Aratus, who 
adc^ed the manners and difcipKne of kome, 
conducted a band of veterans of the fame nation. 

* Fni WaitMfrid) tkc Lomfmdf tecerAs wkk coihpbcak^ tile 
JkdCourt fervice add hmunhhlt dUSauMum dF hk covaltijxatn-^rapdk' 

lioiB R(MUUue tdm^ imiuliNi acfioiM«i fmatmt (Lit.* e. i. p. 774* 
'fldit.Qroc> I am fopriibd th^ A^Mtti, tiheftr flmrtai kkag^M wmt 

lead Ids fubjedls in perfon. • 

Dagiflheus 
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Dag^heus was released from prifon to commmrtA CHAP, 
tbe Hims ; wd Kcfead, the grandfon and ne- '^^' 
l^ew of the Oreat IKiug, wasconffpicuous by the 
scgal tiaca 4rt the head of his faithful Perfiaiis, 
who liad devoted tdiemlelves to the forttmes of 
tibeir prince ^*. Abfolute in the exercife of hfe 
authority, more abfolute in the a^^ton of his 
troopa, Nai&s led a immer^ous and gallant army 
fyam Fhilippdis to. Salona, from whence he 
coafted the eaftern fide of the Hadiiatic as far as 
the confines of Italy. His pr ogrefs was checked. 
The Eafl: could aot fuppiy veflfys capable of 
izanfportiBg fiicfa multitudes of men and liorfes. 
The Franks, who, in the general confufion^ had 
ftifurped the greater part of the Venetian pro- 
y'mee^ mfu&d a &ee parage to the friends of the 
IwOffibards* The Itation of Verona was occupied 
by TdM, wi<ii the flower of the Gothic forces ; 
and that {kilful cotnmander had overfpread the 
juS^ac^it countiy with the fall of woods and the 
inundatioa of waters". In this perplexity, an 
offioer of experience prqpofed a meafure, fecure 
Isy the ajppearasice of raflinefs ; that the Roman 
ima[\y fiuMild cautioufly advance along the fea- 
ibote^ while the fleet preceded their march, and 

" Hf WM9 ]£ XX* an impaibr, tlie (on of the blind Ztmes^ faved bf 
compafiion^ and educated in the Byzantioe court by the various motivci 
of policy, pride, and generofity (Procop. Perfic. 1. j. c. »3.), 

^ In th« time of Auguftus, and in the middle ages, the whole wafte 
from Aquilein to Ravenna was covered with woods, lakes, and morafTes. 
Man has fubdued nature, and the land has been cultivated, (ince the 
»rater9 are confined and embanked. Sk>e the learned mfearthes of 
Mur^tori (A^tiquitat. Italiae medii ^vi, tom.i. diflert. xxi. p. 25^ 
454-^ fXPin ViJTUvius, Straboy Herodian^ old chiudtefs^ and local know- 
Vd«e. 

fucceffively 
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CHAP. fiicceiEvelycaft a bridge of boats over the mouths 

^ygin. of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta, the Adige, 

and the Po, that fall into the Hadriatic to the 

north of Ravenna. Nine days he repofed in the 

city, collefibed the fragments of the Italian army, 

and marched towards Rimini to meet the defi^ 

ance of an infulting enemy. 

Defeat ^® prudence of Narfes impelled him to fpeedy 

and death and decifive action. His powers were the laft 

of TotUa, QffQYt of the ftate : the coft of each day accumu* 
A.D. 55a, , , , ' t / • 

July. lated the enormous account; and the nations 

untrained to difcipline or fatigue, might be raflily 
provoked to turn their arms againft each other, 
or againfl their benefafton The (ame confi- 
derations might have tempered the ardour of 
Totila. But he was confcious, that the clergy 
and people of Italy afpired to a fecond revor 
lution : he felt or fufpe6led the rapid progrefs of 
treafon : and he refolved to riik the Gothic 
kingdom on the chance of a day, in which the 
valiant would be animated by inftant danger, 
and the difafre6ted might be awed by mutual 
ignorance. In his march from Ravenna, the Ro- 
man general chaftifed the garrifon of Rimini, tra* 
verfed in"a dire6l line the hills of Urbino, apd re^ 
entered the Flaminianway, nine miles beyond the 
perforated rpck, an obftacle of art and nature^ 
which might have flopped or retarded his pror 
grefs^^ The Goths were aflembled in the neigh- 

bourhood 

^^ The Flaihinian wayy as it is corre(5ted from the Itineraries, and 
the beft modem maps, by D'An^le (Analyfe de I'ltalie, p. 147— 
i62)» may be thus itated: Rome to Narni, 51 Roman tniles: Tendf 
57; Spoleto, 75; Foligno,88; Nocera, 103; Cagli, X4x; Interciia; 

^S7l 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 35-5 

bourhood of Rome, they advanced without delay CHAP. 
to feek a fuperior enemy, and the two armies ap- ^^'™" 
proached each other at the diftance of one hun- 
dred furlongs, between Tagina " and the fepul- 
chres of the Gauls ^\ The haughty mefiage of 
Narfes was an offer, not of peace, butof pardon* 
The anfwer of the Gothic King declared his 
refolution, to die or conquer. .*^ What day," 
feid the meffenger, ** will you fix for the com- 
bat .^' " The eighth day,'* replied Totila : but 
early the next morning he attempted to^furprife 
a foe, fufpicious of deceit, and prepared for 
battle. Ten thoufand Heruli and Lombards, of 
approved valour and doubtful faith, were placed 
in the centre. Each of the wings was compofed 
of eight thoufand Romans; the right was guarded 
by the cavalry of the Huns, the lefl wa5 covered 
by fifteen hundred chofen horfe, deftined, ac- 
cording to the emergencies of a6lion, to fuftain 
the retreat of their friends, or to encompafs the 



157; Follombrone, 160; Fano, 176; Pefaro, 184; Rimini, ao8,-r- 
about 189 Ei^iiih miles. He takes no notice of the death of Totila ; 
but WefleKng (Itinerar. p. 614.) exchanges for the field of Taginas 
the unknown appellation of Planias eight miles froni Nocera. 

. ^' Taginse, or rather Tadin«» is mentioned by Pliny ; but the bi- 
ihopric of that obfcure town, a mile from Gualdo, in the plain, was 
. united, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. The figns of antiquity 
are prefenred in the local appellations, Fajfatoy the camp; Capraia^ 
Caprea; Baftia% Bufta Gallorum. See Cluyerius (Italia Antiqua^ U ii. 
c. 6- p. 615, 616, 617.), Lucas Holllenius (Annotat, ad Cluver. p.S^', 
86.), Guazzefi (Differtat. p. 177 — 217. a profefled inquiry), and the 
maps of the ecclefiaftical ilate and the march of Ancona, by Le Mair^ 
and Magini. 

^ The battle was fought in the year of Rome 458; and the Conful 
Decius, by devoting his own life, aflured the triumph of his country 
and his colleague Fabius (T. Liv. x. a8, 29.). Procopius afcribes to 
Camillus the vidlory of the £ujia Gallorum; and his error is branded 
by Cluverius with the national reproach of Gxsecorum nugamenta. 

vojL. VII. c c V flank 
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e H A & flauk of the enemy. From his proper ftation at 
^^^ the head ef the right wing, the eunuch rode 
along the line, exprefling by his voice and damt^ 
nance the afitirance of' victory; exciting the 
foldiers of the Emperor to puniih the guilt and 
madnefs of a band of robbers ; and expofing to 
their view gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
rewards of military virtue. From the event of a 
iingle combat, they drew an omen of fucceik ; 
and they beheld with pleafure the courage of 
fifty arehers, who maintained a fmall eminence 
^S^VHH^ three fucceffive attacks of the Gothic 
cavalry. At the diftance only of two bow^fliota, 
the armies fpent the morning in dreadful fuf^ 
pence, and the Romans tafted fome neceflkry 
food, without unloofening the cuirafs fbom their 
bread, or the bridle from their horfes. Narfea 
awaited the pharge j and it was delayed by 
Totila till be had received his laft fuccours of two 
thoufand Goths. While he confumed the hours 
in fruitlefs treaty, the King exhibited in a narrow 
fpace the ftrength and agility of a wari'kur^ {lis 
armour was enchaftd with gold ; his purple ban- 
ner floated with the wind : he^ cail his hxkOii into 
the air ; caught it with the right band ; ihiftied 
it to the left ; threw him^lf backwards ; r^ 
covered his feat ; and managed a fieiy ftee4 in 
isdl the paces and evolutions of the ^qu^ftri^i^ 
fchool. As fcK>n as the fuc^cours had armed, b^ 
retired to his tent, affumed the drefs and ariQS of 
a private foldier, and gave the fignal of battle. 
The firil line of cavalry advanced with mora 
courage than difcretion, and left behind tbein th^ 
infantry of the fecond line* They were fooa 

eonaged 
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engaged between the horns of a crefcent, into c h a p». 

which the adverfe wings had been infenfibly ^^^* 

curved, and were ialuted from either fide by the 

ToUtea.of four thouiand archers. Their ardour, 

and even their diftrefs, drove them forwards to a 

clofe and unequal conflict, in which they could 

oek\y ufe tfaieir lances againft an enemy equally 

ikilled in all the inftruments of war. A generous 

euauktion infpired the Romans and their Barba« 

rian allies ; and Narfes,. who calmly viewed and 

directed then* efibrts^ doubted to whom he fliould 

adjudge the prize of fuperior bravery. The 

Gothic cavalry was afloniflied and difordered, 

prefled and broken ; and the line of infantry, 

inflead of prefenting their fpears, or opening 

their intervals^ were trampled under the feet of 

the flying horfe. Six thoufand of the Goths were 

flaughtered without mercy in the field of Tagina« 

Their prince, with five attendants, was overtaken 

by Aftiad, of the race of the Gepidae ; " Spare 

the King of Italy/* cried a loyal voice, and Afbad 

flruck his lance through the body of Totrla. 

The blow was inftantly revenged by the faithful 

Goths; they traniported their dying monarch 

feven miles beyond the fcene of his dilgrace j 

and his laft moments were not embittered by the 

prefence of an enemy. Compafiion afforded him 

the fhelter of an obfcure tomb : but the Romans 

vrere not fatisfied of their vi^ory, till they beheld 

the corpfe of the Gothic King. His hat, enriched 

with gems, aud his bloody robe, were prefented 

te Juftinian by the meffengers of triumph ^K 

27 Thcophanes, Chron. p. I93» Hift. Mifcell. l.xvi. p. i©S^. 

G.C 2 As 
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Q H A P. As foon as Narfes had paid his devotions to th^ 
^J~?' , Author of vidlory, and the bleffed Virgin,, his 
Conqueft pecuHaf patronefe ^% he praifed, rewarded, and 
w N^. difmiffed the Lombards. The villages had been 
reduced to aflies by thefe valiant favages ; they 
raviihed matrons and virgins on the altar ; their 
retreat was diligently watched by a ftrong detach-' 
ment of regular forces, who prevented a repeti- 
tion of the like diforders. The vi6lorious eunuch 
|>urfued his march through Tufcany, accepted 
the fubmiffion of the Goths, heard the acclama- 
tions, and often the complaints, of the Italians, 
and encompaffed the walls of Rome with the re- 
mainder of his formidable hoft. Round the wide 
circumference, Narfes afligned to hirafei^ and ta 
each of his lieutenants, a real or a feigned attack, 
while he filently marked the place of eafy ^nd 
unguarded entrance. Neither the fortifications 
of Hadrian*s mole, nor of the port, could long 
delay the progrefs of the conqueror ; and Juf- 
tinian once more received the keys of Rome, 
which under his reign, had been Jive .times taken 
and recovered -^ But the deliverance of Rome 
was the lall calamity of the Roman people. 
The Barbarian allies of Narfes too frequently 
confounded the privileges of peace and war: 
the defpair of the flying Goths found fome con- 

3* Evagrius, I. iv. c. 24. The infpiration of the Virgin revealed to* 
Narfes the day, ^d the word, of battle (Paul Diacon. l.ii. c.3. p. 7 7 6.). 

^^ Ett* 'ivts fiouj-iXivovTo; TO TTf/xTTToy loXu, III tl^e year 536 by Belifa- 
r!u8, in 546 by Totila, iiV 547 by Belifarius, in 549 by Totila» and in 
SS % by Narfis. Maltretus had inadvertently tranflated f ex turn ; a mif- 
take which he afterwards retradls: but the mifchief was done ; and Cou- 
firtVwith a train of French and Latin readers, have fallen into the fiiare.. 

iolatioa 
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folation in fanguinaiy revenge : and three huii^ chap. 
dred youths of the nobleft families, who had y^^jj 
been fent as hoftages beyond the Po, were inhu- 
manly flain by the fuceeffor of Totila. The fate 
pf the fenate fuggefts an awful leffon of the vi- 
eiffitude of human affairs. Of the fenators whom 
Totila had banifhed from their country, fome 
were refcued by an officer of Belifarius, and 
tranfported from Campania to Sicily; while 
others were too guilty to ,confide in the cle- 
mency of Juftinian, or too poor to provide horfes 
for their efcape to the fea-fliore^ Their brethren 
languifhed Jfive years in a ftate of indigence and 
exile : the vi6lory of Narfes revived their hopes; 
but their premature rpturn to the metropolis was 
prevented by the furious .Goths ; and all the for- 
treffes of Campania were ftained with patri* 
cian ^"^ blood. After a period of thirteen cen- 
turies, the inftitutipn of Romulus expired ; and 
if th^ nobl.es of Rome ftill affumed the title of 
fenators, few liibfequent traces can \)e difco- 
vered of a public council, or conftitutibnal or- 
der. Afcend fix hundred y^ars, and contemplate 
the kings of the earth foliciting an audience, a^ 
the (laves or freedmen of the Roman fenate *Sl 

The Gothic war was yet alive. TKe braved Defeat and 
of the nation retired beyond the Po ; and Teias ^^5^ ^^ 
was unanimoufly chofen to fiicceed and revenge laftKbg^ 

the Goths, 
*° Compare two paflages of ftocopius (l.iii. c. a6. l.iv. c. 14.), 

wliich) with ibme collateral hints from Marcelllnus and Jomandesy 11- 

lufbate the flate of the expiring fenate. 

^' See> in the example o£ Fnilias, as it is delivered iii the fragments ' 

«f Polyhius (£xcerpt« Legat. xcvii. p. gzy, 928.)> a curious picture of a 

royal flave* ^ * 

cc 3 theij 
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CHAP, their departed hero. The new King immediiitely 
XLm.^ fent ambaflkdorstoimplore, or rather to purchafe, 
A. D. 5S3. the Aid of the Franks, and nobly laviftied, for the 
^^*^^- public fafety, the riches which had been depofited 
in the palace of Pa via. The refidue of the royal 
treafure was guarded by his brother Aligern at 
CumsB in Campania ; but the ftrong caftle which 
Totila had fortified was clofely befieged by the 
arms of Narfes. From the Alps to the fiwt of 
Mount Vefuvius, the Gothic King, by rapid and 
fecret marches, advanced to the relief of his 
brother, eluded the vigilance of the Roman 
chiefs, and pitched his camp on the banks of 
the Sarnus or Draco ^^ which flows from Nu- 
ceria into the bay of Naples. The river feparated 
the two armies ; fixty days were confuraed in 
diflant and fruitlefs combats, and Teias main- 
tained this important poft, till he was deferted 
by his fleet and the hope of fubfiftence* With 
relu^ant fteps he afcended the Ladarian mounts 
where the phyficians of Rome, fince the time of 
Galen, had fent their patients for the benefit of 
the air and the milk ^^. But the Goths loon em- 
braced a more generous refolution : to defcend 
the hill, to difmifs their hc^es^ and to die in 

^* The Apjtt'y of ^copius (Goth. 1. iv. c. 35.) is evkieittly the Saf- 
nus. The text is accufed or altered by the raih violence of Cluvecius (LW^ 
c»3» p. 1156.): but Camillo Pellegrini of Naples (Difcorfi fopra la Cam* 
pania Felice, p. 330, 331.) has proved from old records, that as early as 
the year 8at that river was caBed the I>racoiido» or Dracttuxlio. 

^' Galea (de Method* MedendL 1. v. apnd Chiver. 1. iv. & 3* p. 1 15^ 
1 1 60.) defcribes the lofty fite, pure air^ aad vkh milk of Biotrnt LadU* 
rittsi whoft medicinal benefits were equally known and faaght m the 
time of Synunachtts (1. vi. eptfi* i8.> and Gafibddim (Var.xL xo.> 
Nothing is now left except the name of the town of Letters. 

arms. 
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arms^ and in the poflefllon of freedom. The cfir Ap. 
Kiftg marched at their head, bearing in his right- .^^^ 
hand a lance, and an ample buckler in his left : 
with the one he ftruck dead the foremoft of the 
^ifTailants; with the other he received the Weapons 
which every hand was ambitious to aim iigainft 
Mb life. After a combat of many hours^ his left 
arm was fatigued by the weight of twelve javelitife 
whicih hung from his Ihield. Without moving 
from his ground, or fufpending hi& blows, the 
hero called aloud on his attendants for a frefh 
buckler, but in the moment, while his fide was 
uncovered5 it was pietced by a tni)rtal dart* He 
fell: and his head, exalted on a fp^ar, prockimed 
to the nations, that the Gothic kingdom Was fie 
more. But the example of his death ftrved only 
to anim^e the companions who had fworh to 
jierifli with their leader* They fought till dark- 
iieft de£^ended on the ^ktth. They repi»fed 06 
their arms. The combat wits renewed with ttfe 
return df light, and maintained with unabated 
vigour till the evening of the feoond day. TH# 
re^e of a fecoiid night, the wanpt §f watctr, and 
the lofs of llieir braveft champions^ deterttrined 
the furviving Goths to accept the fair capitula- 
tion wliich the prudence of Naries was inclined 
to fjfopofe. They embr&ded the altewiative of 

reiiding in Itilly^ as the fubje^ and foidiers of 
Juftinian, or departing with a portion of tlteit 
private wealth, id fearch of Ibine independent 
country ^* Yet the oath of fidelity or exile was 



^ Buat (tbm* ju. p. a, dec.) conveys to his layourite fiavafk tU^ 1 
nant of Goths, who by odurs pre buiied in the mpuataiiM if Uri^ or 
reftoRd to their xiative ifle of Gothland (MaR:ou> Annot xxi*). 

c c 4 alike 



392 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, alike r.ejefiled by one thoufand Goths, who broke 
^"^' . away before the treaty was figned, and boldly 
:efFe6led their retreat to the walls of Pavia. The 
fpirit,aswell as thefituation of Aligern, prompted 
him to imitate rather than to bewail his brother: 
a ftrong and dextrous archer, he tranfpierced 
'.with a fingle arrow the armour and breaft of his 
antagonift j and his military icondu&. defended 
Cumae^^ above a year againft the forces of the 
Romans. Their induftry had fcooped the Sibyll's 
cave ^ into ;a prodigious mine ; combuftible ma^ 
terials were introdaced to confume the tempo- 
rary props : the wjall and the gate of Cumae funk 
into the cavern, but Uie ruins formed a deep and 
inacceffible precipice. On the fragnaentof a rock, 
Aligern ftood alone and unfliaken, till he calmly 
fury eyed the hopelefs condition of his country, and 
judged it more honourable to be the friend of Nar- 
fes than the flave of the Franks^. After the death 
of Teias, the Eoman general feparated his troops 
;to reduce the cities of Italy ; Ljucca fuftained a 
long and. vigorous fiege ; and fuch was the huma- 
nity or the prudence of Narfes, that the repeated 
perfidy of the inhabitants could not provoke 



*5 1 leave Scaiiger(Animadverf. in Eufeb. p. 59.) and Salmafius Ex- 
ercitat. Plinian. p. 5i> 52. to quarrel about the origin of Cunue^ ^ 
cldefl of the Greek colonies in Italy (Strab. l.v, p. 37*» Velleius Pa- 
terculus, 1. i. c. 4.), ah?eady vacant in Juvenal's time (Satir. iii.)» and 
now in ruins. 

"^^ Agathias (l.i. c. ai.) fettles the Sibyll's cave under the walls of 
Cumae ; he agrees with Servius (ad. 1. vi. JEneid.) ; nor can I perceive 
why their opinion fliould be reje<5ted by Heyne, the excellent editor d 
Virgil (torn. ii. p. 650, 651.). In urbe media fecreta religio! But Cu- 
mae was not yet built; and the lines (1. vi. 96, 97.) 'would become ridi- 
)culous> if i£neas were adlually in a Greek city. 

him 
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Jiim to exa6l the forfeit lives of their hoilages. chap. 
Th6fe hoftages were difmiffed in fafety; and , ^^ ^ 
their grateful zeal at length fubdn^d the ob» 
iliniacy of their countrymen *^»- 

Before Lucca bad furrendered, Italy was over*^ inVaiion 
^vhelmed by. a new deluge of Barb wans. A tle^n^ 
feeble youth, the grandfpn of Clovis, reigned and Ale- 
over the Auftralians or oriental Franks. The ^^» * 
guardians of Theodebald entertained with cold- Auguft. 
iief$ and reluctance the magnificent promifes of 
the .Gothic amb^flkdors. But tbe fpirit of a 
martial people outftripp^d the timid counfels of 
the cojurt: two brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin *% 
the dukes of the Alemanni, flood forth as the 
leaders of the Italian war; and feventy-five thou- 
fand Genoan^ jdefcended in the autumn from 
the Rhseti^n ajps into the plain of Milaq. The 
vanguard of the Romau army was ftationed near 
the Po, iiqder the condii^ of Fulcaris, a bold 
^erulian, who raflily conceived that perfonal 
bravery wa3 the fble duty and m^rit of a com- 
mander. As he marched without order or pre- 
paution along the ^milian way^ an ambufcade 
of Frapks fuddenly rofe from the amphitheatre 
of Parma : his troops were furprifed and routed; 
but their leader refufed to fly, declaring, to the 
Jail moment, that death was lefs terrible than the 

^ There is fome difficulty in connedling the 35th chapter of the 
fourth book of the Gothic war of Procopius with the firft book of the 
hiftory of Agathias. We muft now relinquiih a ftateiman and foldier^ 
to attend the footiteps of a poet and rhetorician (1. i. p. 11. 1. ii. p. 51. 
edit. Louvre). 

'^^ Among the fabulous exploits of Buccelin^ he difcomfited and 
flew BelifariuS) fubdued. Italy and Sicifyy &c. See in the Hiftorians of 
France, Gregory of Tours (torn. ii. L lii. c. 34. p. %o$^)f and Aimojn 
(torn. uL 1. ii* de Geftis Franconuni c* 23* p«59*)* . . 

angry 
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C^AP. Mtgry countenance of Nitri^s. The d«Ath of" 
^^' , Fulcaris, «nd the retreat of the fUnriving chi«fl> 
decided the flu^atiflg and ribellidus temper of 
the Goths; they flew to lh6 ftandard Of their deli- 
verers, and admitted them into the citieii which 
ftill refifted the ttrms of the Roman generalw 
The conqueror of Italy opened a free pafikgd 
to the irrefiftible torrent of Barbicans. Thsy 
paffod tittddr the walla of Cefena, and aufwered 
by threati and reproaches the ad^ce of Aligerti^ 
tiiat the Oothic treafures could no longer repa3r 
the labour ol an invaiion. Two thou&nd Fratikft 
were doftroyed by the Ikill and valour of Narf^i 
hitnfelf, who fallied &otA Himini at the head of 
three hundred hodb) to chaftife the lic^ntiouA 
rapine ol' Uieir march. On the conAneb of ^ttm* 
nium, the two brothers divided their fotoei* 
With the right wing, Buceelin affuti^ed tiie fpoil 
of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttlufti i with fh« 
left, Lotbaire accepted the plunder of ApUlii 
and Calabria^ They followed the ttmS, of ^0 
Mediterranean and the Hadrlatic, m far as Rhe^ 
gium aiMl OtraMo, and the «ktreme landb ^ 
Italy were the term of tbeif deftru^ive jpfogreft. 
The Franki, who were ChriftianR and Catholici, 
ooAtented themfdves with Ample pfllage and 
occaflond murder< But the ehurchM whioh 
their piety had fpared, were ftripped by the fa- 
crilegious hands of th^ Alemanni^ who facrificed 
horfes* heads to their native deities Of the woods 
and rivers * i ^ey melted or profaned the con- 

iec/ated 

« i^aOdto iietiCM tlitk ib)^«rAidDd ifl i fMbiopSfe Mae d--<- jk<^^^ 
At Zug, in SwitaeifattV iMMjr MB ptciiMedia tM fitt M3: », 

Cohimban 
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feci^tted veflys, and the ruins of flirine« and C ft A p, 
altars were ftained with the blood of th^ feithful. J^^^ 
Buccelin wasaftaat^d by ambition, at^d Lothaire 
by avarice* The former afpired to i^ftofe th^ 
Gothic kingdom: the latter, after a promife td 
his brother of (peedy fuccours, returned by th^ 
fame road to depofit his trcafure beyond the Alps. 
The ilrength of their armies was already wafted 
by the change of climate andcontagion of diftafe: 
the Germans revelled in the vintage of It^y ; and 
their own intemperance avenged, in focne de* 
gree, the miferies of a detfenceleis people. 

At the entrance of the li>ring, the Imperial 
troops, who had guarded the cities, e^mbled to Defeat 
the number of eighteen thoufand men, in the ^^^ 
neighbourhood of Rome. Their winter hours and Aie. 
had not been confumed ia idleneft. By the "^"^^^ 
command, and after the example of Narfefi, they a.d. 554. 
repeated each day their military exercife on foot 
and on horfeback, accuilomed their ear to obey 
the found of the trumpet, and pra6Ufeil the fteps 
and evolutions of the Pyrrhic dance. From th^ 
ftreights of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thoufand 
Franks and Alemanni, flowly moved towards Ca* 
pua, occupied with a wooden tower the bridge 
of Cafilinum, covered his right by the ftream of 
the Vulturnus, and fecured the reft of his en<- 
campment by a rampart of fharp ftakes, and a 
circle of waggons, whofe wheels were buried in 
the earth. He impatiently expe^ed the return 

ColnmbtA and St. Gall ^ete die jqM^tes of t^tat t^d^ «MMff r ^d 
tlie lattrr founded an hermitage, which hM iWelled imo M «ocknt^ 
tkal principality axidapoftloutf tky^ 1^ Aal of fre<dM[i«iiid««mta«iti&» 

of 
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c H A P. of Jjoihaare ; ignorant, alas ! that his brother 
^^^'^ could never return, and that the chief and his 
' army had been fwept away by a ftrange dileafe ^ 
on the banks of the lake Benacus, between Trent 
and Verona. The banners of Naries foon ap- 
proached the Vultumus, and the eyes of Italy 
were anxioufly fi^ced on the event of this final 
conteft. Perhaps the talents of the Roman gene* 
ral were moft conQiicuous in the calm operations 
which precede the tumult of a battle. His Ikil- 
ful movements intercepted the fubfifience of the 
Barbarian, deprived him of the advantage of the 
bridge and river, and in the choice of the ground 
and moment of a6tion reduced him to comply 
with the inclination of his enemy. On die 
morning of the important day, when the ranks 
were already formed, a fervant, for fome trivial 
fault, was, killed by his mailer, one of the leaders 
of the Heruli. The juftice or paffion of Naifes 
was awakened: he fummoned the ofiender to his 
prefence, and without liftening to his excufes, 
gave the fignal to the minifter of death. If the 
cruel mailer had not infringed the laws of his na- 
tion, this arbitrary execution was not leis unjuil 
than it appears to have been imprudent; The Her 
ruli felt the indignity; they halted: butthe Roman 
general, withoutfoothing their rage, or expecting 
their refolution, called aloud, as the trumpets 
founded, that unle&they hailened to occupy their 
place, they would lofe the honour of the vi6lory. 

s^ Seethe death of Lothaire in Agaithias, (Lii. p. 38.) and Paul War- 
nefridy fumamed Diaconus (L it. c. 3. 775«)* The Greek makes him 
. rave and tear his fleflu Ht had plundered churchei. 

\ II His 
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His troops were difpofed ^' in a long front, the c H A P* 
cavalry on the wings ; in the centre, the heavy ^^™' 
armed foot: the archers and flingers in the 
rear. The Germans advanced in a fharp-pointed 
column, of the form of a triangle or folid wedge. 
They pierced the feeble centre of Narfes, who 
received them with a fmile into the fatal fnare, 
and dire^ed his wings of cavalry infenfibly to 
wheel on their flanks and encompafs their rear. 
The hoil of the Franks and Alemanni confided of 
infantry : a fword and buckler hung by their 
fide ; and they ufed as their weapons of offence, 
a weighty hatchet, and a hooked javelin, which 
were only formidable in clofe combat, or at 
a fliort diftance. The flower of the Roman 
archers, on horfeback, and in complete armour, 
fliirmiflied without peril round this immoveable 
phalanx j fupplied by a6tive fpeed the deficiency 
of number; and aimed their arrows againft a 
crowd of Barbarians, who, infl^ead of a cuirafs 
and helmet, were covered by a loofe garment 
of fur or linen. They paufed, they trembled, 
their ranks were confounded, and in the decifive 
moment the Heruli, preferring glory to revenge, 
charged with rapid violence the head of the 
column. Their leader, Sindbal, and Aligern, 
the Gothic prince, deferved the prize of fuperior 
valour J and their example incited the victorious 
troops to atchieve with fwords and fpears the 

'' Pere Daniel (Hift. de la Milice Fran^oife^ torn. i. p. 17 — »i.) has ' 
exhibited a fanciful reprefentation of this battle, fomewhat in the man- 
ner of the Chevalier Folard^ the once famous editor of Polybius, who 
£Edhione4 to his own habits and opinions all the. military operations of 
antiquity. 

deftruc- 
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CHAP, deftru^on of the enemy. Buec^n, and the 
v^^L' greateft part of his army, perifhed on the field of 
battle, in the waters dt^ the Vulturnus, or by the 
hands of the enraged peafants : but it may ieem 
incredible that a vidlory *% which no more than 
five of the Aleroanni furvived, could be purchafed 
with the lofs of fbui^core Romans. Seven thou- 
land Goths, the relics of the war, defended the 
fortrefs of Campia till the enfuing ^ring ; and 
every meflenger of Naries announced the reduc- 
tion of the Italian cities, whole names were cor- 
rupted by the ignorance or vanity of the Grreeks*^ 
After the battle of Cafilinum, Naries entered the 
capital ^ the arms and trealures of the Goths, 
the Franks and Alemanni, were dtfplayed ; his 
Ibldiers, with garlands in their hands, chanted 
the praifes of the conqueror ; and Rome, for 
the laft time, beheld the femblance of a triumph. 
Settlement After a reign of fixty years, the throne of the 
a.d! ^ Gothic Kings was filled by the Exarchs of Ra- 
1/4— 568. venna, the reprefentatives in peace and war of 
the Emperor of the Romans. Their jurifdi6lion 
was fbon reduced to the limits of a narrow pro- 
vinpe: but Narfes himfelf, the firft and moft 
powerful o£ the Exarchs, adminiftered above 
fifteen years the entire kingdom of Italy. Like 
Belifarius, he had delerved the honours of envy, 
calumny, and di^race : but the favourite eunuch 

5* Agathius (1. ii. p.47.} has produced a Greek epigram of fix lines on 
tUv yy&ioFy oi Naifcs^ '^^kh is. favourablj compared t» tke banks of 
Mv«lboBaiwlPlaA«a.. TlMckiefdiiweact ifriBdiM^iotheipce»re<{(iencet 
-^f«itrimliAthelenaerinaanc&*^penuuMiit aadg^ionovein tke kitter. 

^^ Tltt» Bcfoi aad firiaeas of Tkn^aam w Ik tnutieriber (p. «o7.} 
muil be read or underltood Verona and Brixia. 

16 ftiU 
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(iiU enjoyed the confidence of Juilinian, or the e » a r^ 
leader of a viftorious army awed and reprefied the ^^'"' 
ingratitude of a timid court. Yet it was not by 
weak and mifchtevous indulgence that Narftt 
fecured the attachment of hit troops. Forgetful 
of the pail> and regardlefk of the Aiture, they 
abufed the prefeal hourof profperity and peaces 
The cities of Italy re&unded with the noife of 
drinking and dancing : the ipoils of victory were 
waJd^ed in fenfual pleafiires ; and nothing (faya 
Agatbias) remained^ unleik to exchange their 
ihields and helmets for the fofl lute and the 
capacious hogihead ^\ In a manly oration, not 
i^nworthy of a Roman cenfor, the eunuch re* 
proved theie diforderly vic&s, whidi fullied their 
faine» and endangered their fafety. The fotdiers 
bluflied and obeyed : difcipUne was cod^firmed } 
the forti^atious were reftored} a duke was 
ftationed for the defence and military command 
of each of the principal cities ^^ ; and the eye of 
Narfes pervaded the ample proipe^ from Cala- 
bria to the Alps. The remains of the Gothic 
nation evacuated the country^ or mingled with 
the people : the Franks, inftead of revenging the 
deathof BuGcelin, abandoned, without a ftruggte, 
their Italian eonquefls : and the rebellious Sind- 

'i £Xi7fT» yetf MfAOUf avtm; weo aJoi\T^»q rag a,<ni:iixg vu;^ ««lft 
ira K^m afA^wg otyi^ mu ^afitru avo^^aa (Agathias^ I. ii. p. 48.}. In 
ths. firft fcene of Richard III. our Engliih poet has beautifully enlarged 
on this idea^ for which^ however^ he v(9fi not indd>J^d to the Byiuui- 
tine hiilorian. 

^' Mafki ha» pro^d (Verona niuftrata, P. u i. x. p. 4^7. id^y 
agsunft the common opinion, that the duk^s of Itaty were inftituted 
More the conqueft of the Lombards by INarfis hinifelf. In the Prag- 
natie Sanation ^ 23 .> Joftiiviao reitrains thj£ jttdicps militfUres. 

bal. 
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CH^A P. bail, chief of the Heruli, was fiibdiied, taken, 
and hung on a lofty gallows by the inflexible 
juilice of the Exarch ^\ The civil ftate of Italy, 
after the agitation of a long tempeft, was fixed 
by a pragmatic fa£iion, which the Emperor pro- 
mulgated at the requeft of the pope. Jufl:inian 
introduced his own jurifprudence into the fchools 
and tribunals of the Wefl: :• he ratified the a6ls 
of Theodoric and his immediate fucceflTors, but 
every deed was refcinded and abolifhed, which 
force had extorted, or fear had fubfcribed, under 
the ufurpation of Totila. ' .A moderate theory 
was framed to reconcile the rights of property 
with the fafety of prefcriptiow, the claims of the 
ftate with the poverty of the people, and the 
pardon of offences with the intereft of virtue 
and order of fociety. Under the Exarchs of 
Ravenna, Rome w^s degraded to the fecond 
tank. Yet the fenators were gratified by the per- 
miffion of vifiting their eftates in Italy, and of ap- 
proaching, without obftacle, the throne of Con- 
llantinople; the regulation of weights and mea- 
fures was delegated to the pope and fenate ; . 
and the falaries of lawyers and phyficians, of 
orators and grammarians, were deftined to pre- 
ferve, or rekindle, the light of fdence in the an- 
crent capital. Juftinian might dictate benevolent 
edicts", and Narfes might fecond his wifhes 

by 

*" See Paulus Diaconus 1. ili. c. a. p. 776. Menander (in Excerpt. 
Legat p. 1 53.) mentions fome rifings in Italy by the Franks, and 
Theophanes (p. aoi.) hints at fome Gothic Rebellions. 

" The Pragmatic San<Slion of Juftinian, which reftores and regulates 
the civil ftate of Italy, confifts of xxvii articles: it is dated Auguft ij, 
jSU D. 554.; is addreffed to Narfes, V. J. Praepofitus Sacri Cubiculi and 

to 
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ty the reftoration of cities, and more efpcjcially of c H A p< 
churches. But the power of kings is mod effec- ^;-^^ ,_ ^ 



tual to deftroy : and the twenty years of the Go- 
thic war had confummated the diilrefs and depo- 
pulation of Italy. As early as the fourth cam- 
paign, under tlie difcipline of Belifarius himfelf, 
fifty thoufand labourers died of hunger^^ in the 
narrow region of Picenum"; and a ftri6l inter- 
pretation of the evidence. of Procopius would 
fwell the lofs of Italy above the total fum of her 
prefent inhabitants ^°# 

I defire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that invafion 
Beliiarius fincerely rejoiced in the triumph of BaigLianj, 
Narfes. Yet the confcioufnefs of his own ex- A. 0.559* 
ploits might teach him to efteem without jealoufy 
the merit of g, rival ; afid the repole of tbe aged 
warrior was crowned by a laft vidlory which faved 
the Emperor and the capital. The Barbarians, 
who annually vifited the provinces of Europe, 
were lefs difcouraged by fome accidental defeats, 
than they were excited by the double hope of 



Antiocliusy Ihraefedlus Pnetorio Italiae; and has been preferved by 
Julian Anteceflbr) and in the Corpus Juris Civilis, aft^ the novels and 
.ediiSls of Juftinian> Juilini and Tiberius. 

5* A ftill greater number was confumed by famine in the fouthem 
provinces^ without (exto$) the Ionian Gulph. Acorns were ufed in the 
place of bread. Procopius had feen a deferted orphan fuckled by a Ihe- 
goat. Seventeen paflengers were lodged, murdered^ and eaten by two 
womeny who were dete<Sled and flaih by the eighteenth, &c. 

'' Qninta regb Piceni e&; quondam uberrimse multitudinis, ccclx. 
millia Picentium in fidem P. R. venere (Plin. hift. Natur. iii. i8.). In 
,the time of Vefpafian, this ancient population was already diminiihed« 

^ Perhaps fifteen or fixteen millions. Procopius (Anecdot. c. i3.') 
computes that Africa loft five millions, that Italy was thrice asexten- 
five, and that the depopulation was in a larger proportion. But his 
reckoning is inflamed by paiEon, and clouded with uncertainty. 

VOL. VII. ^ ^ , fpoil 
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CHAP, fpoil and of fubfidy. In the thirty-fecond mntet 
s ^^ \_ f ^^ Juftiniah's reign, the Danube was deeply 
frozen : Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulga- 
rians, and his ilandard was followed by a promit 
cuous multitude of Sclavonians. The favage 
chief paffed, without oppofition, the river and 
the mountains, fpread his troops over Macedonia 
and Thrace, and advanced with no more than 
feven thoufand horfe to the long walls which 
ifaould have defended the territory of Conftanti- 
nople. But the works of man are impotent againft 
the afiaults of nature : a recent earthquake had 
fhaken the foundations of tlie wall; and the 
forces of the empire were employed on the dit 
tant frontiers of Italy, Africa, and Perfia. The 
fkyeujchools^\ or companies of the guards or do- 
meilic troops, had been augmented to the num* 
ber of five thoufand five hundred men, whofe or- 
dinary ilation was in the peaceful cities of Afia* 
But the places of the. brave Armenians were in- 
ienfibly fupplied by lazy citizens, who purchaied 
an exemption from the duties of civil life, with- 
out being expofed to the dangers of military fer- 
vice. Of fuch foldiers, few could be tempted to- 
lally from the gates; and none could be per- 
fuaded to remain in the field, unleis they wanted 
itrength and fpeed to efcape from the Bulgarians* 
The report of the fugitives exaggerated the num- 
bers and fiercenefs of an enemy, who had pol- 
luted holy virgins, and abandoned new-born in- 

•* In the decay of thefe military fchools, the fatire of TrocapM 
(Anecdot. c. 24. Aleman. p. loz, 103.) is confirmed and iUnfirated b^ 
Agathius (1. t. p. X59.)> who cannot be rejedied as an hofiile wime& 

^ fanta 
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Hants to the dogs and vultures ; a crowd of nifties, c h A p« 
iiDploring food and protedlion, increafed the con- ,^^^ 
fter nation of the city, and the tents of Zabergan 
were pitched at the diftance of twenty miles ^% 
on the banks of a fmall river, which encircles 
Melanthias, and afterwards falls into the Propon- 
tis ^\ Juftinian trembled : and thofe who had 
only ieen the Emperor in his old age, were 
pleafed to fuppofe, that he had Iq/ithe alacrity 
and vigour of his youth. By his command, the 
veflels of gold and filver were removed from the 
churches in the neighbourhood, and even the 
fuburbs of Conftantinople : the rs^mparts were 
lined with trembling fjpe3;ators : the golden gate 
was crowded with ufeleis generals and tribunes, 
and the fenate fhared the fatigues and the appre* 
henfions of the populace. 

But the eyis of the prince and people were di- -Laft vio 
re6ted to a feeble veteran, who was compelled by b^^^^ 
the public danger to refume the armour in which 
he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. 
The horfes of the royal ftables, of private citi- 
zens, and even of the circus, were haftily col- 
lected ;, the emulation of the old and young was 



^' The da&aace firom Conftantinople to Melanthias, Villa Caefariana 
(Ammian. Marcellin. xxx. ii.)» is varioufly fixed at loa or 140 ftadia 
(SuidaS) torn, ii. p. 522, 523. Agathias, I. v. p. 158.), or xviii or xix 
mi]e9(ItineFaria9 p. 138. 130. 3*3. 33a. and Weffeling's Obfervatknu). 
The firft xii mile% as far as Rhegium, were paved by Juftinian, who 
buik a bridge over a morafs or gullet between a lake and the fea (Pro- 
cop* de £dif. 1. iv. c. 8.). 

*^ The Atyras (Pompon. Mela, 1. ii. c. a. p. 169. edit. Vofs). At the 
river's mouth, a town or caftle of the fame name was fortified by 
Juftinian (Procop. de Eciif. l.iv. c. a. Itinerar. p. 570. and Wet 
felipg> 

n D 2 roufed 
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CHAP, roufed by the name of Belifarius, and his firft eti-^ 
^^^^^' campment was in the prefence of a vidloriu* 
enemy. His prudence, and thfe labour of the 
friendly peafants, fecured^ with a ditch and ram- 
part, the repofe of the night ;- innumerable fir^sf, 
andcloudsof dull, were artfully contrived tomag- 
nify 1!he'opinion of his ftrength : his foldiers fud- 
denly pafled from defpondency to prefuiiiption ; 
and while ten thoufand voices demanded the 
battle, Belifarius diflembled his knowledge, that 
in the hour of trial he muft depend on the firm- 
nefs of three hundred veterans. The next morn- 
ing the Bulgarian cavalry advanced to the charge. 
But they heard the fliouts of multitudes, they be- 
held the arm^ and-difcipline of the front ; they 
Were affaulted on the flanks by two ambiifcades^ 
which rofe from the woods ; their fbremoft war- 
riors fell by the hand of the aged hero and his 
guards ; and the fwiftnefs of their evolutions was 
rendered ufelefe by the clofe iattack and rapid 
purfuit of tlire Romans; In this adtion (fo fpeedy 
was their flight)^ the Bulgarians loft only four 
hundred horfe; but Conftantinople was faved ; and^ 
Zabergaii, who felt the hand of a mafter, with^ 
drew to a refpe6lful diftance. But his friends were 
numerous in the council of the Emperor, and Be- 
lifarius obeyed with reludlance the commands of 
envy and Juftiriiatt, which forbade him to atchieve 
the deliverance of his country. On his return to . 
thecity, the people, ftill confcious of their danger, 
accompanied his triumph with acclamations of 
joy and gratitude, which were imputed as a 
crime to the vi6lorious general.^ But when he 

entered 
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.entered the palace, the courtiers were filent, and .chap. 
:thje Emperor, after a cold and thanklefs embrace^ ^J^^' ^ 
difmifled him, to mingle with the train of flavea. 
Yet fo deep was the impreffion of his glory on 
the minds of men, that Jullinian, in the feventy^ 
feventh year of his age, was encouraged to ad.^ 
yauce near forty miles from the capital, and to 
infpeA in perfon the reftoration of the long walL 
The Bulgarians walled the fummer in the plains 
of Thrace : but they were inclined to peace by 
the failure of their ralh attempts on Greece and 
the Cherfonefus. A menace of killing their 
prifoners quickened the payment of heavy ran- 
doms ; and the departure of Zabergan was has- 
tened by the report, that double-prowed veffels 
were built on fhe Danube to intercept his pat 
fage. The dangp? was foon forgotten ; and a 
vain queftion, whether their fovereign had fliewn 
more wifdom or weaknefs, ai^ufed the idleneis 
of the city^% 

About two years after the laft viftory of Beli- His dif- 
farius, the Emperor returned from a Thracian ?^*^*"*^ 
journey of health, or bufinefe, or devotion. Juf- a. 0/561, 
tinian was af&i6ted by a pain in his head ; and 
his private entry countenanced the rumour of his 
death. Before the third hour of the day, the 
ha^er^' (hops were plundered of their bread, the 
houfes were fliut, and every citizen, with hope 
or terror, prepared for the iippending tumult. 
'jThe fenatprs themfelves, fearful aj^d fufpicious, 

•^ The Bulgarian war, and the laft vi<ftoiy of Pelifarius,. are imper- 
' fedtly reprefented in the prolix declamation of Agathias (L 5. p. I54 
—174.) and the dry Chronicle of Theophanes (p. 1979 i^Z>y 

D p 3 were. 
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CHAP, were convened at the ninth hour ; and the pra?- 
^^^^^^ feSt received their commands to vifit every quar- 
ter of the city, and proclaim a general illumina- 
tion for the recovery of the Emperor's health. 
The ferment fubfided ; but every accident be- 
trayed the impotence of the government, and the 
&^ious temper of the people : the guards were 
difpofed to mutiny as often as their quarters were 
changed, or their pay was withheld: the frequent 
calamities of fires and earthquakes afforded the 
opportunities of diforder ; the difputes of the 
blues and greens, of the orthodox and heretics, 
degenerated into bloody battles ; and in the pre- 
fence of thePerfian ambaflador, Juftinian blulhed 
for himfelf and for his fubje6ls. Capricious par- 
don and arbitrary punifhment embittered the 
irkfomenefs and difcontent of a long reign : a 
confpiracy was formed in the palace ; and, unlefe 
vre are deceived by the names of Marcellus and 
Sergius, the moft virtuous and the moll profligate 
of the courtiers were aflbciated in the fame de- 
figns. They had fixed the time of the execution ; 
their rank gave them accefs to the royal banquet; 
and tlieir black flaves*^ were (lationed in the vefti- 
bule and porticoes, to announce the death of the 
tyrant, and to excite a fedition in the capital. But 
the indiferetion of an accomplice faved the poor 



*5 IvJtf?. They could fcarcely be real Indians; and the JEtbkh 
piun, fomedmes known by that name, •were never nfed by the an- 
cients as guards or followers : they were the triflings thou^ coiUyt 
obje<ft8 of female and royal luxury (Terent. Eunuch. z6t i. fcene ii. 
Sueton. in Auguft. c. 83. with a good note of Cafaubona in Ca%ul^ii 

Temnant 
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renmant of the days of Juftinian. The confpi. chap. 

Yr TfT ' 

ntors were deted:ed and feized, with daggers hid- , _ _^ 

deo under their garments : Marcellus died by hi$ 

own hand, and Sergius was dragged from the 

Cand:uary ^\ Preffed by remorfe, or tempted by 

the hopes of fafety, he accufed two officers of the 

houfehold of Belifarius ; and torture forced them 

to declare that they had a^d according to the ie- 

cret inftru^lions of their patron*^ Pofterity will 

not haftily believe that an hero who, in the vigour 

of life, had difdained the faireft offers of ambition 

and revenge, fhould floop to the murder of his 

prince, whom he could not long expe^ to furvive. 

His followers were impatient to fly ; but flight 

inuft have been fupported by rebellion, and he 

bad lived enough for nature and for glory. Beli- A. D. s^s. 

farius appeared before the council with lefs fear ^'^* 

than indignation : after forty years' fervice, the 

£mperor had prejudged his guilt ; and injufl^ice 

was fan^lified by the prefence and authority of 

the Patriarch. The life of Belifarius was gi*a- 

cioufly fpared ; but his fortunes were iequeftered, 

and from December to July, he was guarded as 

n prifoner in his own palace. At length his in- a. d. 564* 

nocence was acknowledged; his freedom and J"*yi9- 

honours were refi:ored ; and death, which might 

be haft^ened by refentment and grief, removed A. 0.5*5. 

•^ ^ ' March 13. 

^'^ The Seigius (Vandal. l.iL c. 4i, aa. Anecdot, c.5.) and Marcel- 
Jus (Goth. l.iii. e. 3*.) are mentioned by Procopius. See Theophane8> 
p. J97. 2.0X. 

^ Alemamius (p. 3.} quotes an old Byzantine MS> ^hiek has be^n 
printed in the Imperium Orie^itale of Baiyiori. 
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CHAP, him from the world about eight months after hit 
XLin. deliverance. The name of Belifarius can never 
die : but inftead of the funeral, the monuments, 
the ftatues, fo juftly due to his memory^ I pnly 
read, that his treafures, the fpoils of th€ Goths 
and Vandals, were immediately confifcated by 
the Emperor. Some decent portion was re- 
ferved, however, for the ufe of his widow ; and 
as Antonina had much to repent, (he devoted 
the laft remains of her life and fortune to the 
foundation of a convent. Such is the fimple and 
genuine narrative of the fall of Belifarius and the 
ingratitude of Juftinian*'. That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to beg his 
bread, " Give a penny to Belifarius the general!" 
is a fi6lion of later times *^, which has obtained 

/ ^ Of the difgrace apd reftoration of Beliikriusy the genume original 
record Is prtferved in the fragment of John Malala, torn, ii, p. 234 — 
243.) and the exadl Chronicle of Theophanes (p. i94^204.)u Cedre- 
nus (Compend. p. 3879 388.) and Zonaras (tom.ii. 1. xiv. p. 69.) feem 
to hefitate between the obfolete truth and the growing falfehood. 

^ The fource of this idle fable may be derived from a mifcellaneous 

3Rrork of the xiith century^ the Chiliads of John Tzetzes, a monk (B^- 

, fil, 1546, ad calcem Lycophront, Colon. AUobrog. 1614. in Corp. Poet. 

Grace.)- He relates the blindnefs and beggary of Belifarius in ten vulgar 

or political yerks (Chiliad iiL N 88. 339 — 348. in Corp. Po^. Qn^« 

. tono^ii.p. 3ZI.). 

BiXira^»i)o/3oXov &T8 Twf:gaT»jXaT»i 

Or Tu;^*) /u-Ev i^^atTUf airpru^Xw &o ^flofo?. 

This ir.oral or romantic tale was imported into Italy with the language 
.and ma;iufcripts of Greece; repeated before the end of the xvth cen- 
tury by Crinitus, Pontanus, and Volaterranus; attacked by Alciat, for 
the honour of the law; and defended by Baronius (A. D. 56I9 N"* Sy 
&c. for the honour of the church. Yet Tzetzes himfelf had read in 
0tifer chronicles, that Belifarius did not lofe his fight> and that he reco- 
yer^d his fame and fortunes. 

. \ credit, 
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credit, or rather favour, as a llrange example of c H A p. 
the viciffitudjBS of fortune '\ ^^g^'^ 

If the Emperor could rejoice in the death of Death and 
Belifarius, he enjoyed the bafe fatisfadlion only **^*^*^ 
eight months, the laft period of a rei^n of thirty- j^^^ 
eight, and a life of eighty-three years. It would A.D- s^s* 
be difficult to trace the chara6ler of a pijnce ^^' ^^' 
who is not the moft confpicuous obje6l, of his 
own times : but the confeflions of an enemy may 
be received as the fafeft evidence of his virtues. 
The refemblance of Juffinian to the bull of 
Domitian, is malicioufly urged ^'; with the ac- 
knowledgment, however, of a well-proportioned 
figure, a ruddy complexion, and a pleafing coun* 
tenance. The Emperor was eafy of accefs, pa- 
tient of hearing, courteous and afikble in dif- 
courfe, and a mafter of the angry palfions, whicb 
rage with fuch deftru6live violence in the breaft 
of a delpot, Prpcopius praifes his temper to re- 
proach him with calm and deliberate cruelty ; 
but in the confpiracies which attacked his au- 
thority and perfon, a more candid judge will 
approve the juftice or admire the cleme^icy of 

7" The ftatue in the viUa Borghefe at Romey in a fitting pofiure, with 
an open hand, which is vulgarly given to Beliiariu8> may be afcribed 
^th more dignity to Auguftus in the a6l of propitiating Nemefis (Win- 
Jcelman, Hift. de TArt. tom.iii. p. 266.)*. £x no<5birno vif(i'etiam fti- 
pemy quotanmsy die certo, emendicabat a populo, cavam manum alles 
porrigentibns praebens (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 91. with an excellent note 
jof Caiaubon). 

'' The rubor oi Domitian is ftigniatifed» quaintly enough, by the pen 
of Tacitus (in ATit. Agricol. c.45.); and has been likewiie noticed by 
the younger Pliny (Panegyr. c.48.) and Suetonius (in Domitian, c. 18. 
.and Cafaubon ad locum.). Prodbpius (Anecdot. c. 8.) foolilhly believes 
j^t only one bull of Domitian had reached the vith century. 

Jufliniaru 
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C 'H A P. Juftinian. He excelled in the private virtues of 



^^ chaftity and temperance : but the impartial love 



of beauty would have been lefs mifchievous than 
his conjugal tendernefs for Theodora ; and his 
abflemious diet was regulated, not by the pru- 
dence of a philofopher, but the fuperftition of a 
monk* His repafts were fliort and frugal: on 
folemn fads, he contented himielf with water and 
vegetables $ and fuch was his ftrength, as well as 
fervour, that he frequently pafled two days, and 
as many nights, without tailing any food. The 
meafure of his fleep was not lefs rigorous : after 
the repofe of a fingle hour, the body was awak- 
ened by the foul, and to the aftonifhment of his 
chamberlains, Juftinian walked or fludied till 
the morning light. Such reftlei^ application 
prolonged his time for the acquifition of know- 
ledge ^* and the difpatch of bufinefs : and he 
might ferioufly defer ve the reproach of con- 
founding, ^y minute and prepofterous diligence, 
the general order of his adminiftration. The 
•Emperor profeflfed himfelf a mufician and archi- 
tect, a poet and philofopher, a lawyer and theo- 
logian ; and if he failed in the enterprife of re- 
conciling the Chriftian fefts, the review of the 
]R<oman jurifprudence is a noble monument of 
fats ipirit and induftry. In the government of 
the empire, he was lefs wile or lelfi fucce&ful : 
the age was unfortunate; the people wa« op- 

'■ The ftudies ^d fcience of Juftinian are attefted by the cotifeffion 
fAnecdcft. c. 8. 13.), ftffl more tJian by the praifes (GoAic. l*Sfi. c. 31. 
^ Edific. I. i. Proem, c. 7.) of Ptocopius. Confblt the copious index 
of Alemannus, jmd read the fife of Juititdan by Ludewig (p. 135 — 

preffed 
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prefled and difcontented ; Theodora abufed her CHAP. 
jkJwer ; a fucceffion of bad minifters difgraced ^ ^jP* 
his judgment; and Juftinian was neither beloved 
in his life, nor regretted at his death. The love 
of fame was deeply implanted in his bread, but 
he condefcended to the poor ambition of titles, 
honours, and contemporary praife ; and while he 
laboured to fix the admiration, he forfeited the 
eflcem and afie6lion of the Romans. The defign 
of the African and Italian wars was boldly con«- 
ceived and executed : and his penetration dii^ 
covered the talents of Beli&rius in the camp, of 
Narfes in the palace. But the name of the Em- 
peror is eclipfed by the names of his vi£b>rious 
generals; and Belilarius ilill lives, to upbraid 
the envy and ingratitude of his fovereign« The 
partial favour of mankind applauds the genius of 
a conqueror, who leads and directs his fubjeffcs iu 
the exercife of arms. The characters of Philip 
the Second and of Juftinian are diftioguiihed bjr 
the cold ambition which delights in war, and 
declines the dangers of the field* Yet a coloflU 
ilatue of bronze reprefented the Emperor ma 
horfeback, preparing to march againft tbe Per*, 
iians in the habit and armour of Achilles. Ill 
the great fquare before the church of St^Sophia^ 
this monument was raifed on a brafi column and 
a ftone pedeftal of feven fteps ^ and thie pillar 
of Theodofius, which weighed feven thoufiind 
four hundred pounds of filver^ was removed 
from the ikme place by the avarice and vanity 
of JuHuii^n. Future princes were more juft or 
indulgent to his memory ; the elder Andronicm, 

in 
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^mn^* IQ the beginning of the fourteenth century, re^ 
paired and beautified his equeftrian ilatue: iince 
the fall of the empire, it has been melted into 
cannon by the viftorious Turks "• 

I ftiall conclude this chapter with the comets, 
the earthquakes, and the plague, which afto- 
niQied or afflidted the age of Juflinian. 

Comets, I. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the 
^^ month of September, a comet ^^ was feen during 
* twenty days in the weftern quarter of the hea- 
vens, and which fliot its ravs into the north. 
Eight years afterwards, while the fun w^as in 
Capricorn, another comet appeared to follow in 
the Sagitary : the fize was gradually increafing; 
the head M^as in the eaft, the tail in the weft, and 
it remained vifible above forty days. The na- 
tions who gazed with aftonilhment, expelled 
wars and calamities from the baleful influence ; 
and thefe expeftations were abundantly fulfilled. 
The aftronomers diffembled their ignorance of 
the nature of thefe blazing ftars, which they af- 
fe6l'ed to reprefent as the floating meteors of 
the air; and few among them embraced the 
fimple notion of Seneca and the Chaldaeans, 
that they are only planets of a longer period and 

' 73 See in the C. P. ChiifHana of Ducax^e (1. L c. a4* N"* z.]^ a chain 
of priginal teflimoniesy from Frdcopius in the vithy to Gyllus in the 
xvith century. 
•'♦ The firft comet is mentioned by John Malala (torn. ii. p. 190. 
• 'ft 1 9.) and Theophanes (p. 154.); the fecond by Procopius (Perfic. 1. iL 
c* 44 ye|: I ftrongly fufpeft theii- identity. The palenelk of the fun 
(Vandal. 1. ii. c. 14.) is applied by Theophanes (p. 158.) to a different 
year. " ' ', ' • 

4.V ii more 
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ftiore ecfientric motion "• Time and fcience have chap. 
juftified the conjeftures and predictions of the ^^^^^^* 
Roman fage: the telefcope has opened new 
worlds to the eyes of aflronomers ^^ ; and, in the 
narrow ipace of hiftory and fable, one and the 
fame domet is already found to have revifited 
the earth in Jeven equal revolutions of five 
hundred and feventy five years. The Jirjt'^\ 
which afcends beyond the Chriftian sera one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven years, 
is coeval with Ogyges the father of Grecian 
antiquity. And this appearance explains the 
tradition which Varro has preferved, that under 
his reign the planet Venus changed her colour, 
fize, figure, and courfe ; a prodigy without ex- 
ample either in paft or fucceeding ages '*. The 
Jecond vifit, in the year eleven hundred and 
ninety three, is darkly implied in the fable of 
Ele6ira the feventh of the Pleiads, who have 
been reduced to fix fince the time of the Trojan 

'' Seneca's ^th book of Natural Queitions difplays, in the theoiy 
of cometsy a plulofophic nuncU Yet (hould we not too candidly con- 
found a vague predi^on^ a veniet tempus, &c. with the merit of real 
difcoveries. 

^^ Aftronomers may ftady Newton and Halley. I draw my humblo 
Icience from the article Comete^ in the French Encyclopedie by M« 
d'Alembert. 

'" Whiflony the honefty pious, vifionary Whifton, had fancied, for 
the aera of Noah's flood (^242 years before Chrift), a prior apparition 
of the (ame comet which drowned the earth with its tail. 

^ A diflertation of Freret (Memoires de 1' Academie des Infcriptions, 
torn. X. p. 557 — ^^377.) affords an happy union of philofophy and erudi- 
tion. The phsenomenon in the time o f Ogyges was preferved by Varro . 
(apud Auguftin. de CivitateDei, xxi. 80> who quotes Caftort Dion of 
Naples, and Adraftus of Cyzicus*— nobiles mathematicu The two fub^ 
iequent periods are preferved by the Greek mythologifts and the i*pu- 
rious books of Sibylline rerfes. 

war. 



414 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP* w»r. That nymph, the wife of Dardaaus, was 
^*^ ^ unable to fupport the ruin of her country; 
ibe abandoned the dances of her fiiler oi bs, fled 
from the zodiac to the north pole, and obtained, 
from her diflievelled locks, the name of the comeL 
The third period expires in the year fix hundred 
and eighteen, a date that exactly agrees with the 
tremendous comet of the Sibyll, and perhaps 
of Pliny, which arofe in the Weft two genera- 
tions before the reign of Cyrus. The Jburtk 
apparition, forty-four years before the birth of 
Chrift, is of all others the moft fplendid and im* 
portant. After the death of Caefar, a long-haired 
ftar was confpicuous to Rome and to the nations, 
during the games which were exhibited by young 
O^avian, in honour of Venus and his uncle* 
The vulgar opinion, that it conveyed to heaven 
the divine foul of the dictator, was cherilhed 
and confecrated by the piety of a ftatefman : 
while his fecret fuperftition referred the comet to 
the glory of his own times '^. The^^A vifit has 
been already afcribed to the fifth year of Juflinian, 
which coincides with the five hundred and thirty- 
firft of the Chriftian aera. And it may deferve 
notice, that in this, as in the preceding inftance, 
the comet was followed, though at a longer inter* 
val, by a remarkable palenefsof the fun. Th^Jixtk 
return, in the year eleven hundred and fix, is 

^^ Fliny (Hift. Nat ii. 93 •) has tnuifcribed tke crigtiial meaonal of 
Auguftus. Muran^ in his moft ingenious letters to die P. Pafenmii^ 
miffioiijuy in China^ removes the games and the comet of September* 
from the year 44 to the year 439 before the Chriftian aera^ but I am 
not totally fubdued by the ciiticifm of the aftrooomer (Opufimfe^ 

recorded 
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recorded by the chronicles of Europe and Cfaina> CHAR 
and in the firft fervour of the Cruiades, the .^^^jy 
Chriftians and the Mahometans might furmife» 
with equal reafon, that it portended the deilruc* 
tion of the Infidels. The Jeventh phaenomenon 
of one thcmfand fix hundred and eighty was pre- 
fented to the eyes of an enlightened age ^* The 
philofophy of Bayle difpelled a prejudice which 
Milton's mufe had fo recently adorned^ that the 
comet, " from its horrid air fliakes peililence 
and war ^'Z' Its road in the heavens was obferved 
with exquifite Ikill by Flamftead and Caflini; 
and the mathematical fcience of Bernoulli, New» 
ton and llalley, inveftigated the laws of its re- 
volutions. At the eight period, in the year twa 
thouiand two hundred and fifty-five, their calcu-^ 
lations may perhaps be verified by the aflrono* 
roers of fome future capital in the Siberian or 
American wildernefs, 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure Earth- ^ 
or deftroy the globe which we inhabit ; but the ^^^^ 
changes on its furface have been hitherto pro- 
duced by the afilion of volcanoes and earth- 
quakes ^% The nature of the foil may vindicate 

the 

•' This laft comet was vifible in the moittJi of December 1680. 
Bayle, who began his Penfees fur le Comete in January 1681, (Oeuinres, 
torn, ill.) was forced to argue that a fupernatural comet would have 
confirmed the ancients in their idolatry. Bernoulli (fee his Eloge^ in 
Foatenelley torn. v. p. 99.) was forced to allow that the tail, though 
not the head, was T^Jign of the wrath <rf God. 

*" Paradife Loft was publiihed in the year 1667 ; and th6 fsimou$ 
Hnes (U ii. 708, &c.), which ftartled the liccnfer, may allude to the re- 
cent comet of 16649 obferved by Cafiini at Rome in the pi^fence of 
Queen Chriftina (Fontenelle, in his ElogC'^ tom. v» p. 338.). H^d 
Charles H. betrayed any iymptoms of curioHty or fear ? . 

"» For the caufe of earthquakes, fee Bufiba (torn. L p. 50*— 536. 
ftippUment & THift* JNfaturelle, torn. ▼• p. j8a — ^390. edition in 4to;) 

Valmont 
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CHAP, the £onntries moft exfioJTed to thefe formidablie' 

YT TIT ' 

concuflions, fince they are caufed by ftibterra- 
neous fires, and fuch fires are kindled by thfe- 
union and fermentation of iron and fulphub 
But their timed afid effects appear to lie beyond 
the ve^Ch of human curiofity, and the philofopher 
will difcreetly abfl^ain from the predi6lion of 
earthquakes, till he has counted the drops of 
water that filently filtrate on the inflammable 
mineral, and meafured the caverns which increafe 
by refiftance the explofion of the imprifoned air^ 
Without affigning the caufe, hiftory will diffin- 
guifli the periods in which thefe calamitous events 
have been rare or frequent, and will obferve that 
this fever of the earth raged with uncommon 
violence during the reign of Juftinian *^ Each 
year is marked by the repetition of earthquakes, 
of fuch duration, that Conftantihople has been 
fliaken above forty days ; of fuch extent, that 
the fliock has be^n communicated to the whole 
furface of the globe, or at leafl: of the Roman em- 
pire. An impulfive or vibratory motion was felt : 
enormous chafms were opened, huge and heavy 
bodies were difcharged into the air, the fea alter- 
nately ad vanced and retreated beyond its ordinary 
bounds, and a mountain was torn from Libanus *% 

and 

Valmont de Bomare (Di<SUonaire d'HIiloire Naturelle, Trembkmeru 
de Terrej Pyrites), Watfon (Chemical Eflays, torn. i. p. i8i — %oj^,y 

®^ The earthquakes that ihook the Roman world in the reign of 
Juftinian^ are defcribed or mentioned by Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. c. 25. 
Anecdot. c. i8.)> Agathias (1. ii. p. sUSZ* 54* !• v. p. 145 — 15a.), John 
Malala (Chron. tom.ii. p. I4c3 — 146. 176, 177. 183. 193. %2o, 319* 
»3i« a33> 2t34»> and Theophanes (p. 151. 183. 189. 191 — 196.> 

"♦ An abrupt height, a perpendicular cape between Aradus an4 
Botrys, named by the Greeks ^idv 'jc^oa-mrov and swrparftwov or 
^A^^fta-mevf by the fcnipulous Chriftitus (Folyb. 1. y. p. 41. 

Pomp* 
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and caft into the waves, where it prote6led, as a c H A Py 
mole, the new harbour of Botrys^^ in Phoenicia, xlhi. 
The ftroke that agitates an ant-hill, may crufh the 
infedl myriads in the duft ; yet truth muft extort 
a confeffion, that man has induftrioufly labour- 
ed for his own deftru6lion. The inftitution of 
great cities, which include a nation within the 
limits of a wall, almoll realizes the wifh of Ca- 
ligula, that the Roman people had but one neck. 
Two hundred and fifty thoufand perfons are faid A. D. ja^* 
to have periihed in the earthquake of Antioch, ^^^ *°* 
whofe domeftic multitudes were fwelled by the 
conflux of ftrangers to the feftival of the Afcen- 
fion. The lofs of Berytus®^ was of fmaller ac- a.t>>s5^* 
county but of much greater value. That city, '^"^^^' 
on the coaft of Phoenicia, was illuftrated by the 
ftudy of the civil law, which opened the fureft 
road to wealth and dignity : the fchpols of Bery. 
tus were filled with the rifing fpirits of the age, 
and many a youth was loll in the earthquake, 
who might have lived to be the fcourge or the 
guardian of his country. In thefe difafters, the 
^rcliite6t becomes the enemy of mankind. The 
hut of a favage, or the tent of an Arab, may be 

Pompon. Mela, 1. i. c. la. p. 87. cum Ifaac Vofll ObfervatW 
Maundrefl, Journey, p. 32>33. Pocock's Defcription. vol. ii. 
p. 99.). 

*** Botrys was founded (ann. ante Chrift. 935 — 90*3) by Ithobal, 
King of Tyre (Marfham, Canon; Chron. p. 387, 388.). Its poorrepre-' 
Tentative the village of Patrone, i& now deftitute of an harbour. 

*^ The univerfity, fplendour, and ruin of Berytus, are celebrated 
by Heineccius (p. 351 — 3s ^•) as an eflential part of the hiilory of the= 
Roman law. It was overthrown in the xxvth year of Juftinian, 
A.D. 551, July 9. (Theophanes, p. 19Z.); but Agathias, (I. ii. 
p. 51, 5 a.) fufpends the eai*thquake till' he has atchieved the Italian 
war. 

VOX.. VII. ' E E thrown 
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CHAP, thrown down without injury to the inhabitant ; 
XLm,^ ^^ J jj^g Peruvians had reafon to deride the folly 
of their Spanifli conquerors^ who with fo mudi 
coil and labour ere6led their own fepulchres. 
The rich marbles of a patrician are daflied on 
his own head : a whole people is buried under 
the ruins of public and private edifices, and the 
conflagration is kindled and propagated by the? 
innumerable fires which are neceflary for the 
fubfiftence and manufa6l;ures of a great city. 
Inflead of the mutual fympathy which might 
comfort and affift the diftrefled, they dreadfully 
experience the vices and paffions which are re- 
leafed from the fear of punifliment: the totter- 
ing houies are pillaged by intrepid avarice; re- 
venge embraces the moment, and fele6ls the vie* 
tim ; and the earth often fwallows the aflaffin, or 
the raviftier, in the confummation of their crimes. 
Superilition involves the prefent danger with in- 
vifible terrors ; and if the image of death may 
fometimesbe fubfervient to the virtue or repent- 
ance of individuals, an affrighted people is more 
forcibly moved to expefl; the end of the world, 
or to deprecate with fervile homage the wrath 
of an avenging Deity. 
Plague— III- -Ethiopia and Egypt have been ftigmatif- 
its origin ed in every age, as the original fource and fe- 
a.'Id!^^. «iinary of the plague^^ In a damp, hot, ftag- 
nating air, this Africanfever isgeneratedfrom the 
putrefa6tion of animal fubftances, and eipecially 

*7 I have read with pleafure Mead's (hort) but elegant treatiiey con- 
cerning Peftilential Diiorders, the Tiiith edition^ London, I7ta. 

from 
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from the fwarnls of locufts, not lefs deftru6live chap. 
to mankind in their death than in their lives. . ^^^^• 
The fatal difeafe which depopulated the earth 
in the time of Juftinian and his fucceiJbrs", firfl 
appeared in the neighbourhood of Pelufium, be- 
tween the Serbonian bog and the eaftern chan- 
nel of the Nile. From thence, tracing as it were 
a double path, it fpread to the Eaft, over Syria, 
Perfia, and the Indies, and penetrated to the 
Weft, along the coaft of Africa, and over the 
continent of Europe. In the fpring of the fe- 
cond year, Conftantinople, during three or four 
months, was vifited by the peftilence ; and Pro- 
copius, who obferved its progi efs and fymptoms 
with the eyes of a phyfician*% has emulated the 
(kill and diligence of Thucydides in the defcrip- 
tion of the plague of Athens^^ The infefilion 
was fometimes announced by the vifions of a 
diftempered fancy, and the viftim defpaired as 
foon as he had heard the menace and felt the 



•® The great plague which raged in 54a and the following years 
(Pagi, Critica, torn. ii. p. 518.), muft be traced in Procopius (Perfic 1. 
ii. c. aa, 23S), Agathias (L v. p. 153, I54.)> Evagriu8(l. iv. c. ap.), Paul 
Diaconus (1. ii. c. 4. p. 776> 7770» C>egory of Tours (torn. ii. Liv. 
c. 5. p. ao5.)> who ftyles it Lues Inguinaria%2Lnd the Chronicles of Vi<5lor 
TuMiunenfiis (p. 9. in Thesaur. Temporum), of Marcellinus (p. 54,), 
and of Theo(^iaiies (p. 153.). 

®9 Dr. Friend (Hift. Medicin. in Opp.p. 416— 4a^o. Lond. 1733) 
is fatisfied that Procopius muft hare ftudi^d phyfic, from his know- 
ledge vokd ofe iof tfie technical words. Yet many words that are noW 
fi:ientffic were commtta and poptdar in the Greek idiom. 

^ See Thucydides, L iL c. 47 — ^54- ?• ia7= — 133. edit. Dukec, 
ajiid the poetical defcription of the fame plague by 'Lucretius (L vi. 
II 3 6 — ziS4). I was indebted to Dr. Hunter for an elaborate com- 
mentary on this part l>f Thucydides, a (jiuuto of 600 pages (Venet. 
1603, apud Juntas), which was pronounced in St, Mark's librsuy, by 
FabiiA PauUinus Utinenfi8> a phyfician and philofopher. 

£ £ 2 ilroke 
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x: H A P. llroke of an invifible fpeftre. But the greater 
^^^- ^ number, in their beds, in the ftreets, in their 
uAial occupation, were lurprifed by a flight fever; 
fo flight, indeed, that neither the pulfe nor the 
colour of the patient gave any figns of the ap- 
proaching danger. The fame, the next, or the 
fucceeding day, it was declared by the fwelling 
of the glands, particularly thofe of the groin, (rf 
the arm-pits, and under the ear •, and when thefe 
buboes or tumours were opened, they were found 
to contain a coal^ or black fubftance, of the fize 
of a lentil. If they came to a juft fwelling and 
fuppuration, the patient was faved by this kind 
and natural difcharge of the morbid humour. 
But if they coptinued hard and dry, a mortifica- 
tion quickly enfued, and the fifth day was com- 
monly the term of his life. Hie fever was often 
accompanied with lethargy or delirium ; the 
bodies of the fick were covered with black puf- 
tules or carbuncles, the fymptoms of immediate 
death ; and in the conftitutions too feeble to 
produce an eruption, the vomiting of blood 
was followed by a mortification of the bowels. 
To pregnant women the plague was generally 
mortal : yet one infant was drawn alive from his 
dead mother, and three mothers furvived the 
lofs of their infe^ed fi^tus. Youth was the moft 
perilous feafon ; and the female fex was lefs fuf- 
ceptible than the male : but every rank and pro- 
feflion was attacked with indifcriminate rage, and 
piany of thofe who efcaped were deprived of the 
jpfe of their fpeech, without b^ing fecure from a 

II returi} 
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tefuf ri of the diforder^'. The phyficiians of Con- c H A Pi 
llantinople were zealous and (kilful : but their ^^^' , 
art was baffled by the various fymptoms and per- 
tinacious vehemence of the difeafe : the fame 
remedies were produ6tive of contrary efiedls, and 
the event capricioufly difappointed their prog- 
noftics of death or recovery. The order of 
funerals, and the right of fepulchres, were con- 
founded; thofe who were left without friends 
or fervants, lay unburied in the flreets, or in ' 
their defolate houfes j and a magiftrate was au- 
thorized to colledl the promifcuous heaps of 
dead bodies, to tranfplort them by land or water, 
and to enter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
cin6ts of the city. Their own danger, and the 
profpe6l of public diflrefs, awakened fome re- 
morfe in the minds of the mod vicious of man- 
kind ; the confidence of health again revived 
their paiSons and habits ; but philofophy muft 
difdain the obfervation of Procopius, that the 
lives of fuch men were guarded by the peculiar 
favour of fortune or providence. He forgot, or 
perhaps he fecretly recolle^ed, that the plague • 
had touched the perfon of Juftinian himfelf ; 
but the abftemious diet of the Emperor may fug- 
geft, as in the cafe of Socrates, a more rational 
and honourable caufe for his recovery'*. Dur- 

ing - 

^ Thucydides (c, 51.) affirms, that the infeAIon coidd only be 
once taken ; but Evagrius, who had family experience of the plague* 
pbferves} that fome perfons, who had efcaped the firft, funk under the 
fecond attack ; and this repetition is confirmed by Fabiur PauUinut 
(p. 588.). I obferve that on this head phyficians are divided: and 
the nature and operation of the difeafe may not always be (imilar. 
^ ?' It was thus that Socrates had been dyed by hi^ temperancck in 

thff 



428 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, ing his ficknefi, the public conllernation was 
i^^ *_ f expreffed in the habits of the citizens ; and their 
idlenefs and defpondence occafioned a general 
fcarcity in the capital of the Eaft. 
Extent and Contiagion is the infeparable fymptom of the 
^T^D ' P^*S*^^ • which, by mutual re^iration, is trant 
141^^94* fufed from the infedted perfons to the lungs and 
jR;omach of thofe who approach them. While 
philofophers believe and tremble, it is fingular, 
that the exillence of a real danger fliould have 
been denied by a people moil prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors'^ Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were fathfied, by fome Ihort and par- 
tial experience, that the infe6tioD could not be 
gained by the cldeft converfation^^; and this 
perfiiafion might fupportthe affiduity of friends 
or phyficians in the care of the fick, whom in- 
human prudence would have condemned to fbli- 
tude and defpair. But the &tal fecurity, like 
the predeftinatton of the Turks, mufl have aided 
the progrefs of the contagion, and thofe falutary 
precautions to which Europe is indebted for her 
fafety, were unknown to the government of Juf- 

the plague of Athens (Aitl, Gellius, No<£l. Attic. iL !•)• Dr. Mead ac- 
counts fot the pecufiar &lubrity of religibus houfes> by the two advan- 
tages of fedufion and abftibence (p. i9» i^). 

9^ Mead pnives t^ the plague is coiiltagieusf fr^^m Thacy<Udes» Lu- 
cretiusy Arifiotley Galena and conunon experience (p. jo — 20); and he 
refutes (Pk^ace» p. ii — ^ziii.) the contrary opinion of the French phy- 
fidans who vifited Marfeilles in the year 1720. Yet thefe were the 
recent and enlightened fpe^atofis of a plague which, in a few months, 
Twept away $0,000 itduibkaiitl (fur la Fefle de Marfeille, I^aris, X7S6) 
of a dty that^ in the prefent h&uf of profoerity and trade,, tontains no 
more than 90,000 fouts (Necker, fur les Finances, torn. i.p. 1131.). 

** The ftroi^g afiertiolxs bf Pirocopius- — art yot^ tarpu art yot^ iiun^ 
<— ^are overtturo'wn by the Xubfequcnt ezperieace oJF Evagtius. 
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tiniaii. No reftraints were impofed on the ftee CHAP, 
and frequent intercourfe of the Roman pite. 
vinces from Perfia to France, the nations were 
mingled and infected by wars and emigrations: 
and the pellilential odour which lurks for years 
in a bale of cotton, was imported, by the abufe 
of trade, into the moil diftant regions. The mode 
of its propagation is explained by the remark of 
Procopius himfelf, that it always fpread from the 
(ea-coail to the inland country ; the moil ie« 
queftered iflands and mountains were fuccefldve- 
ly vifited -, the places which had efcaped the 
fury of its firil paiTage, were alone expofed to 
the contagion of the enfuing year* The winda^ 
might diffufe that fubtle venom ; but unlefs the 
atmoiphere be previoufly diijpofed for its recep- 
tion, the plague would foon expire in the cold 
or temperate climates of the earth. Such was 
the univerfal corruption of the air, that the pes- 
tilence which buril forth in the fifteenth year of 
Juftinian was not checked or alleviated by any dif- 
ference of the feafons. In time, its firil malig- 
nity was abated and difperfed ; the difeafe al- 
ternately languiihed and revived ; but it w;as 
not till the end of a calamitous period of fifty-^ 
two years, that mankind recovered their health, 
or the air refumed its pure and falubrious quaUty. 
No fadls have been preferved to fuilain an ac- 
count, or even a conje6lure, of the numbers that 
periihed in this extraordinary mortality. I only 
find, that during three months, five, and at length 
ten thoufand perfons died each day at Conilan- 
tinople ; that many cities of the Eail were left 
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